


Houghton.College and Acad­
emy classes have resumed with full
houses at both campuses. This 
Milieu issue also delivers a full 
house-election-year examination 
of political rhetoric, the uses and 
limits of political activism, and per­
spectives of some alumni in gov­
ernment service. 

Other features include alumni 
involvements in the Atlanta Olym­
pics, and issues, ideas and ad­
vances alumni medical profession­
als grappled with during an 
August symposium held at the col­
lege. From a large gift's boost to 
Houghton Academy to summer 
capital projects, we've also tried to
capture campus happenings. 

Finally, thanks for your 14-year
support of the Milieu Voluntary 
Subscription Fund (VSF) as a way 
of making this magazine better. 
Comparing Milieu VSF donor sta­
tistics with those recently pub­
lished from a Council for the Ad­
vancement and Support of 
Education survey of successful VSF 

In reviewing the [March '96] Milieu 
the other night, I came across the web­
site article and thought T might give it a 
try. Although I did get some mud on my 
shoes from browsing through the "under 
construction" portions of the web, it 
looks as though the college is putting to­
gether a good package. I certainly will 
want to come back after the plastering is 
done, the painting is completed and the 
lawns have been sodded. 

Has the college considered con­
structing an alumni chat site wherein 
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programs at eight other colleges 
and universities is enlightening. In 
b�rms of percentage of participation
and dollars raised for the size of the
solicitation base, Houghton Milieu
is second only to Notre Dame 
lv1.agazine, the national leader. 

What about this year's so­
lkitation? Though you haven't
r,eceived the familiar editor's 
letter asking for voluntary 
subscription gifts, we still need
tlhat support. Please look care-
fiully at the 1996 annual fund 
letter and reply form most of 
you received in early September 
(some will get the mailing in No­
vember). Look for and check the 
Milieu VSF box. This new method 
should afford better stewardship of
your gifts. 

Important as the dollars are, 
r,eader feedback is vital if we're to 
maintain Milieu's scope and quality
tlhrough 1997 and be responsive to 
11eader interests. We appreciate 
your sharing your ideas as well as
your dollars.-Dean Liddick

those from a bygone era could reminisce, 
tell tall tales, and perhaps even do some 
".networking?" (Sorry about the pun.) 

Fred G. Thomas '60 
Northfield, OH 

Discussion forums for alumni are in the 
b.tueprints, near the top of tire "to-do" list when
support resources are available. Tire site itself is
b,�ing remodeled for better organization and in­
terfaces and easier support. So log on for what's
there, watch out for soft cement and new grass,
check out the blueprints and watch for imple­
mentation-and Milieu updates.-Editor

Dear Editor: 
As a new friend of Houghton College 

(our daughter is a first-year student), I 
wanted to take this opportunity to tell you 
that I enjoyed reading the last two issues of 
Milieu which I saw while staying at the Inn 
at Houghton Creek. The articles gave me 
insights into the college. Thanks for doing 
a nice job and keeping alumni and friends 
informed. Reading the magazine rein­
forced my pleasure concerning my 
daughter's choice of college. 

Elwood 0. Johnson 
McAlisterville, PA 
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Still smiling, VP Tim Fuller '79 accepls nnorher 
portfolio for his attacluf case. 
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I\Jew Leadership for External Affairs 
Tim Fuller '79, vice president for alumnj relations and admission, has 

been appointed acting vice president for external affairs. This restructur­
ing reflects a realignment of administrative duties following the resigna­
tion of Dr. Rebekah Basinger as vice president for advancement. 

In trus expanded role, Fuller wil.l continue to supervise admission, 
alumni, conferences and financial aid, while also overseeing college ad­
vancement. (Those reporting to rum will be given added responsibility in 
order that he can accept the expanded adminjstrative duties.) The previ­
ously begun search for a director of development to handle daily opera­
tional responsibilities in fund raising will continue. 

President Chamberlain said that Vice President for Finance Kenneth 
Nielsen will devote half of his time to helping the president raise major 
gifts for the proposed new music building. Business professor Kenneth 
Bates will become half-time director of planning and budgeting, relieving 
Nielsen of those responsibilities. Bates will retain his other duties. 

Dr. Basinger, who came to Houghton in 1994, has accepted a position 
as director of development for the Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities of Pennsylvania, and has received a grant from Lilly En­
dQwment to pursue a research-writing project on fund raising and reli­
gious organizations. She is joined in trus project by Dr. Thomas Jeavons, 
executive director of the Pruladelphia Annual Meeting of the Friends. Dr. 
Chamberlain characterized her service at Houghton as "energetic, creative 
and future-oriented." 

Fuller told Milieu,"I'm happy to serve an institution I love and a 
president I respect. I feel privileged to work with a number of talented co­
workers; they make this expanded service possible."♦ 

Faculty Comings and Goings 
Houghton College has appointed four new faculty members for the 

1996-97 academic year. Another four professors have left the college to 
pursue sabbaticals, a leave of absence, or other employment. 

Ben King, professor of voice at Houghton from 1980-1992, returns to 
that position and will be director of the opera workshop. This follows a 
four-year stint as professor and chairman of the department of music at 
Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX. Dr. King holds B.M. and 
M.M. degrees from Texas Tech University and his D.M.A. from Eastman
School of Music.

Shannon O'Roarke will begin teacrung duties as interim assistant 
professor of philosophy in January 1997. Presently she is completing her 
Ph.D. at the University of Connecticut, specializing in ethks and feminist 
theory. O'Roarke previously taught at Calvin College in Michigan, with 
additional teaching experience in Pennsylvania and Colorado. She holds 
B.Ed. and M.Ed. degrees from Colorado State University. 

James Schwartz has been named associate professor of education. Dr. 
S,chwartz holds B.S. and M.S. degrees from SUNY Geneseo, and a Ph.D. 
from SUNY at Buffalo, majoring in elementary education mathematics. 
Dr. Schwartz has been a member of an outcomes assessment task force 
aind participated in a longitudinal research project assessing faith and val­
ues development in Christian liberal arts college students. For the past 
four years he has taught at Geneva College. 

Ellen Weber has been named professor of education. Canadian born, 
she is a graduate of the University of Alberta, received her M.Ed. from the 
University of Victoria and completed her Ph.D. at the University of British 
Columbia. She has taught at several Canadian universities and rugh 
schools from Baffin Island to Victoria, BC. Among her research interests 



are multiple intelligence theory, integrated studies in high school and 
higher learning, and multicultural education. She serves on the editorial 
board of Wellspring Magazine, has numerous publications to her credit 
and has appeared on Canadian TV. 

Assistant professor of computer science since 1989, Ms. Janet Johnson 
has resigned to become senior programmer-analyst for Central Fidelity 
Bank of Lynchburg, Va. Ms. Johnson will work with databases and users, 
making practical application of her teaching skills. 

Claity Massey, professor of education since 1976, is on a two-year leave 
of absence when she will direct the King Urban Life Center's Institute on Ur­
ban Education in Buffalo. Dr. Massey's duties will include two after-school 
programs, a pilot project at School 90 and providing services to home day­
care providers. Some 300 children are involved. 

Bruce Brown, professor of voice since 1974, has begun a one-year sab­
batical leave to sing with the Dale Warland Singers, a 40-voice profes­
sional choir based in Minneapolis, Minn. (Dr. Brown, who knew Warland 
when they were graduate students at USC 30 years ago, approached him 
a year ago at a choral musicians' conference and the arrangement was 
made.) In addition to singing second tenor with the ensemble, which spe­
cializes in 20th-century music, Dr. Brown expects to help in computer 
cataloging past programs and music as well as participating in perform­
ing works commissioned for the group's 25th anniversary. 

English professor and poet-in-residence John Leax has begun a one-se-

Clockwise from top left: Dr King, Professor O'Roarke, Ors. Schwartz 

and Weber 

mester sabbati­
cal leave. To 
date he has 
traveled to 
Washington 
State and to 
New York's 
Hudson River 
Valley to study 
the relationship 
of culture and 
nature. He's 
visiting gardens 
and doing his­
torical read­
ing-all with an 
eye to a writing 
course he 
teaches which 
is coordinated 
with environ­
mental biology, 
and to classes 
he teaches in 
Houghton's 
stewardship 
minor.♦ 

Dr. Willett 

Dr. Edward Willett 
to Deliver Founders' 
Day Address 

Edward J. Willett '39, pro­
fessor of economics at 
Houghton from 1962-85, will 
deliver the 1996 Founders' Day 
convocation address, ''Why 
Houghton is No Ordinary 
College," on October 4. Profes­
sor Willett, a one-time Syra­
cuse area businessman, civic 
leader and authoi lives with his 
wife, Ruth (Shea '41 ), in Camillus, 
NY Dr. Willett' s late father was 
the first graduate of the college's 
advanced department. 

During the convocation 
Willett will receive an honor­
ary Doctor of Commercial 
Science degree. 

U.S. Congressman Amory 
Houghton, whose district in­
cludes Houghton College, will 
be grand marshal for the Satur­
day Homecoming parade. 
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Houghton aa: 
Academy News �
Major Gift 

Headmaster Philip G. 
Stockin is pleased to announce a 
major gift pledged towards 
completion of "Double the Vi­
sion" funding for the academy's 
$2.1 million plant expansion. 

Dr. Thomas and Joan 
Phillippe of Indianapolis, [ndi­
ana, recently committed 
$500,000 to this project. Stockin 
said, "Once again the Lord has 
shown his faithfulness to the 
academy, this time through the 
generous gift of his servants, 
the Phillippes." Their gift will 
help challenge others to give a 
remaining $300,000 needed to 
complete paying for the project. 

New Theater 
The new Tysinger Theater 

has met all expectations. Be­
tween the college and academy 
there are few unscheduled 
hours. This past year the the­
ater hosted three major dramas, 
one opera work.shop, a readers' 
theater, several choir concerts, a 
piano concert and numerous 
other gatherings. 

Over the summer the com­
munity theater's musical pro­
duction, "Brigadoon," was 
hosted there. Enjoyment of the 
arts has been wonderfully en­
hanced by this joint college/ 
academy venture. 

Development Position Opens 
The academy's director of 

development position is now 
open. Anyone interested in this 
opportunity should contact 
Headmaster Philip Stockin at 
9790 Thayer St., Houghton, NY, 
14744, or call (716) 567-8500. 

Fall Enrollment 
Last year enrollment at the 

academy reached an all-time 
high of 145. We anticipate equal 
or better enrollment this fall. 
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Summer Institute Explores Technology's Impact 
For three weeks in the summer, Christian scholars from eight aca­

demic institutions gathered at Houghton to examine technology's impact 
on American culture-how it affects daily life, defines culture and shapes 
the nation. This inaugural Institute for Integrated Studies featured Dr. 
Randall Balmer, religion professor at Columbia University's Barnard Col­
lege, and author and PBS documentary writer. 

In preparation for the Institute, the scholars did advance reading and 
participated in on-line Internet discussion. Eleven academic disciplines 
were represented at the institute. Participants will, by year's end, submit 
results of study from their professional perspective for publication as a 
collection of essays. Before college opened at the end of August, 
Houghton faculty participants shared their institute experiences and find­
ings, and fielded questions during the college's annual faculty retreat.♦ 

I1omelmprovements 

I....., Most visible of the capital projects completed over the 
summer was a new hipped roof for Shenawana men's resi- \ 
dlence and another four-unit townhouse. Several new or resur- ' 1 ...... y
faced sidewalks, blacktopping of townhouse parking lots and 
additional landscaping add further enhancement. Refurbishing occurred 
in East Hall and Hazlett House residences, and the college completed site 
work for six building lots adjacent to the newest townhouses. Additional 
insulation and re-roofing will improve the front section of the Stevens Art 
Studios in September. 

Not obvious to a passing visitor, but vital in helping Houghton students 
and personnel use technology to enhance education, was wiring of 
Shenawana and Lambein residences for computer access, connection of the 
library and campus center, laboratory upgrades, and installation of new 
s1�rvers and links which will increase local and Internet traffic-handling ca­
pacity by 25 times and permit graphical connection to people's homes.♦ 

I-Ioughton Church Names New Pastors
The Rev. Mr. Wesley D. Oden has accepted the call of Houghton 

Wesleyan Church to be its senior pastor. "I'm excited for the opportunity 
to minister to Houghton faculty, staff, and students, to be a part of influ­
encing the world." 

In other aspects of his service to the church, the Rev. Oden desires 
that the church be a strong influence on the lives it touches and looks for­
ward to meeting Houghton alumni as they 
return. "It's a great privilege and a tremen­
dous responsibility. Please pray for me and 
my staff." 

Oden, a second-generation Wesleyan min­
ister, has a B.A. in Christian ministries from 
Ceorge Fox College (Oregon}, and an M.Div. 
from Asbury Theological Seminary. He had 
pastored at Rice Lake, Wis., since 1987. Oden 
has held a variety of district administrative 
posts and is active in continuing education. 
He and Mrs. Oden have two sons. 

Named youth pastor at the church is '96 
Houghton graduate and religion major 
Leonard Luchetti. Luchetti concurrently pas­
tors the nearby Belleville Wesleyan Church 
where he has served for a year.♦ Rev. Oden 



Vogan '32 Inducted Into 
Athletic Hall of Honor 

The locker of a young Paul 
Vogan would have shown an array 
of athletic jerseys. Purple and gold, 
they would have been a symbol of 
a young man's devotion to sport. 
Basketball. Track and field. Base­
ball. Tennis. On July 18, 1996, a 
somewhat older, though still physi­
cally fit, Paul Vogan '32 returned to 
his alma mater to be inducted into 
Hough ton's Athletic Hall of Honor. 

During the campus luncheon 
for Vogan and 120 other Golden 
Agers, Athletic Director Skip Lord 
observed that the 1932 Houghton 
yearbook,The Boulder, had editorial­
ized, "Paul Vogan ... certainly de­
serves a place in Houghton's 
Athletic Hall of Fame." After 64 
years, Lord said, it was time for 
that assertion to become fact. 

Lord told how Vogan had 
played Gold basketball, class bas­
ketball, track and field and baseball 
for four years, varsity basketball 
for three years, and tennis for two 
years. Paul was also freshman 
basketball captain, and at various 
times served as varsity captain, 
Gold captain and athletic associa­
tion president. 

Vogan's personal athletic wins 
record is exemplary. As a sopho­
more Paul won the 100-yard dash, 
and set a school record in the 220-
yard dash, the pole vault, and the 
broad jump. As a junior, Vogan 
again won the 100-yard dash, 220-
yard dash, broad jump, and relay. 
He set another school record in the 
pole vault. As a senior Vogan cop­
ied earlier wins, this time adding to 
his distinguished list of wins a 
school record in the broad jump. 

Leaving sports behind to earn a 
living and raise a family, Vogan 
had a 38-year career in education, 
all of it at Mooers, NY. In 1970 he 
retired after 26 years as principal. 
Active in community service, he 
headed 10 educational groups and 
was first president of the New York 
State Council of School District 
Administrators.♦ 

Athletic Schedule 
1996-97 

/Opposing colleges are 
located in New York unless 110/ed.) 

Men's Soccer 
Coach: Dwight Hornibrook 

October 
5 Univ. of Mobile, Ala., 2 pm 

(Homecoming) H 
11 Teikyo Post Univ., Ct., 3:30 pm A 
12 Castleton State College, Vt., TBA A 
17 St. John Fisher College, TBA A 
19 Roberts Wesleyan College, 2 pm H 
23 Univ. Of Pittsburgh 

@Bradford, PA., 4 pm H 
November 

2 Elmira College, 2 pm H 
9-10 KECC Playoffs, TBA 

16-17 NAIA Northeast Regional
Tournament, TBA 

25-30 NAIA National Championship, TBA 

Women's Soccer 
Coach: Dave Lewis 

October 
1 Roberts Wesleyan College, 4 pm A 
4 Nyack College, 4 pm H 
5 Tiffin Univ., Ohio, 12 pm 

(Homecoming) H 
12 Walsh Univ., Ohio, 12 pm H 
19 Dominican College, 1 pm A 
23 St. John Fisher College, 4 pm A 

November 
1 St. Vincent College, PA., 3 pm H 
2 Seton Hill College, PA., 12 pm H 
9 KECC Playoffs, TBA 

16 Northeast Regional Tournament, TBA 
25-30 NAIA National Championship, TBA 

Women's Volleyball 
Coach: Nancy Cole '90 

October 
4 Westminster College, PA., 7 pm H 
5 Geneva College, PA., 1 pm 

(Homecoming) H 
8 Roberts Wesleyan College, 7 pm A 

11 Seton Hill College, PA., 7 pm H 
12 Tournament: H 

St. Vincent, PA. vs. D'Youville, 11 am 
Houghton vs. St. Vincent, PA., 1 pm 
Houghton vs. D'Youville, 3 pm 

18 Westminster College, Pi\., 7 pm A 
19 Point Park College, PA., 1 pm A 
25 Point Park College, PA., 7 pm H 
26 Carlow College, PA., 1 pm H 

November 
1 St. Vincent College, PA., 7 pm A 

2 Seton Hill College, PA., 1 pm A 
6 Univ. of Pitts. @Bradford, PA., 7 prnA 

12, 15-16 KECC Playoffs 
22-23 Northeast Regional Tour., TBA 

December
4-7 NAIA National Championship, TBA

Women's Field Hockey 
Coach: Donna Hornibrook 

October 
1 Brockport State, 4 pm A 
5 Alumni Game, 12 pm 

(Homecoming) H 
8 Slippery Rock Univ., PA., 4 pm A 

12 SUNY @Oswego, 1 pm A 
15 Guelph College, 5:30 pm A 
17 Hamilton College, 4:30 pm A 
18 Nazareth College, 4 pm A . 
26 Indiana Univ. of PA, 1 pm H 
30 Mansfield Univ., PA., 3:30 pm A 

TBA Houghton vs. Western Ontario, 
Canada 

Women's Basketball 
Coach: Skip Lord '80 

November 
15 St. Thomas Aquinas College, 6 pm A 
16 Nyack College, TBA A 

December 
4 Univ. of Pitts. @ Bradford, PA., 6 pm A 
7 Roberts Wesleyan College, 6 pm H 

12 Roch. Institute of Tech., 6 pm A 
14 Cazenovia College, 6 pm H 

Men's Basketball 
Coach: Greg Berry 

November 
1� St. Thomas Aquinas College, 8 pm A 
16 Nyack College, TBA A 
22 Houghton College Tourn., 6 & 8 pmH 
23 Houghton College Toum., 6 & 8 pmH 
26 Tiffin Univ., Ohio, 8 pm H 
29 Malone College Tourn., Ohio, TBA A 
30 Malone College Tourn., TBA A 

De_cember 
4 Univ. of Pitts.@ Bradford, PA., 8 pmA 
7 Roberts Wesleyan College, 8 pm H 

12 Roch. Inst. of Technology, 8 pm A 
14 Cazenovia College, 8 pm H 

Cross Country 
Coach: Bob Smalley '78 

October 
5 Homecoming / Meet H 

12 Geneseo State A 
26 NCCAA A 

November 
2 NAIA Keystone Conference A 

16 NAIA Nationals A 
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Who Framed 
the President? 
by Dr. Douglas Gaerte 
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T
he medals have been distributed, the Coca-Cola and 
McDonalds' advertisements have aired, and the Olympic 
flame has been extinguished. But just when you thought 

the media hype was over, a new spectacle looms ahead. The 
fall election campaign has arrived. 

Just as Olympic fans criticized the commercialization of the 
Atlanta Games and complained when their favorite sport aired 
at 1:00 a.m., voters in the months ahead will likely bemoan the 
decline of political discourse in American politics. Voter dissat­
isfaction can be seen in the continuing calls for alternatives to 
the two major parties and in the declining rate of voter turnout. 
While nearly 63 percent of Americans voted in 1960, only about 
half of those who were eligible to vote did so in 1988. If the 
trend of recent campaigns continues, less than 40 percent of 
Americans will watch any of the Democratic and Republican 
conventions in August. 

Why do so many Americans seem unhappy with the politi­
cal status quo? Although there may be many reasons, one 
theme frequently appears in discussions of this issue: despite 
the almost constant flow of messages during an ever-lengthen­
ing campaign, many citizens believe they no longer have the 
information they need to make a rational decision in the voting 
booth. Two important factors have encouraged the perception 
that current political discourse prevents us from dealing with 
real problems: the shift from a word-based to a visually-based 
approach to creating meaning, and the framing of candidates 
and issues in an attempt to shape public perception. 

I recently asked a group of 30 adults what they remem­
bered about the 1988 campaign between George Bush and 
Michael Dukakis. While few could recall any specific issues 
that were important in the campaign, many remembered pic­
tures of Michael Dukakis riding in a tank, Willie Horton's men­
acing mug shot, and the American flags that were used to 
provide a backdrop for nearly every public appearance by the 
candidates. Striking visual images have become increasingly 
important as a way to cut through the clutter of messages com­
peting for our attention. 

Television news editors routinely select stories based on 
their visual appeal, something that campaign managers use to 
shape the images that we see of a candidate. In 1984, for ex­
ample, Reagan's handlers scheduled a presidential visit to a 
new housing addition under construction in Texas. The visual 
images of Reagan chatting with construction workers in a 
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framed-out house vividly commu­
nicated that housing starts were 
up. Without the visuals, the mes­
sage about housing would have 
received little attention. 

While pictures may comple­
ment the words that accompany 
them, the visual images may also 
contradict the text so that the origi­
nal intent of the language is lost. In 
1988, for example, audiences re­
membered the glowering face of 
Willie Horton despite information 
that the Bush ads greatly distorted 
the facts about the Massachusetts 
parole program. 

Even as reporters discussed 
the false impressions created by 
the ad, audiences saw again the 
menacing face of violence when 
Horton's face appeared in the 
story. The power of the picture 
reinforced the association be­
tween Dukakis and crime. When 
questions were raised about 
Reagan's age and mental fitness 
in 1984, pictures of the president 
playing football on the beach, 
lifting weights, and chopping 
wood at his California ranch un­
dermined criticism that the presi­
dent was forgetful and confused. 

Such visual images make it 
difficult to make an informed 
voting decision. When ideas are 
communicated using words, we 
can analyze the structure, reason­
ing, and evidence of the message. 
Pictures are harder to analyze in 
the same way. 

For example, voters can 
evaluate a candidate's views to­
ward the elderly following a 
speech advocating cutbacks in 
social security, but pictures of the 
candidate mixing with the resi­
dents of a nursing home create an 
image that is hard to critique 
unless one has additional infor­
mation about the politician's 
record on the elderly. As Ameri­
cans increasingly rely on televi­
sion news for information about 
candidates, they are usually less 
likely to have the specific knowl­
edge they need to evaluate the 
implied messages being commu­
nicated in the pictures. 

Besides the growing reliance 
on visual images to communicate, 
political handlers are increasingly 
concerned with how the public 
interprets the actions and words of 
a candidate. Central to this concern 
is the notion of "framing." 

Framing refers to the way in 
which listeners assign meaning to or 
create a context for the messages 
that they receive. For example, 
imagine that you are stressed by an 
approaching deadline at work. Ii 
someone offers to help you, you 
may interpret the message, or frame 
it, as a genuine offer of assistance. If 
the offer comes from an office rival, 
however, you may frame the mes­
sage as a subtle put-down in which 
the speaker is implying that you are 
not capable of handling the job. In 
either case, you have created the 
meaning of the message by deciding 
how to frame it. 

How issues are "framed" in the 
public sphere is perhaps the primary 
concern for a candidate and his or 
her advisors. In media jargon this 
attempt to frame messages is often 
called "putting a spin" on a story. 

For the Clinton campaign, for 
example, how the public regards 
the various controversies sur­
rounding the White House has 
important implications. Was the 
apparent misuse of confidential FBI 
files a purposeful violation of pri­
vacy and a willful abuse of the 
power of the president's office, or 
was it just another example of 
young, inexperienced staffers mak­
ing foolish mistakes? 

Ironically, charges of drug use 
among White House staffers, ques­
tions surrounding misplaced 
Whitewater files, and the bungled 
management of the White House 
travel office may help Clinton and 
his advisors cast the FBI file case as 
a harmless and inadvertent error 
by bungling functionaries. The 
claim that no one can even remem­
ber who initially hired certain staff­
ers further creates the perception of 
a lack of administrative control in 
the White House. Against a back­
drop of almost continual impropri­
eties, it is easy for the public to 

conclude that the White House is 
being carelessly managed. 

While this view of the 
Clinton administration is not 
particularly positive, it does not 
hurt the President like it would if 
the media and/ or the public 
framed these controversies as 
purposeful and malicious viola­
tions of the law. As a result, the 
president does not appear to be 
suffering in the polls. 

To attack Clinton, the Dole 
campaign will likely attempt to 
reframe these controversies so 
that the public begins to interpret 
them as signs of deeper problems 
in the administration. The con­
tinual struggle to put the proper 
"spin" on the issues makes it 
difficult for the public to sort out 
the meaning of events and put 
them in their proper context. 

The difficulty of choosing a 
candidate based on contrived 
visual images and highly-man­
aged messages has led to calls for 
change. For example, one critic has 
suggested that candidates be given 
television time to discuss impor­
tant issues face to face, free from 
the intervention of journalists and 
the imposition of restrictive time 
limits that encourage candidates to 
speak in sound bites. 

While such a step might im­
prove the quality of our political 
discourse, most political advisors 
would likely oppose such a format 
because the messages of their can­
didate could not be properly con­
trolled. Ultimately, it remains our 
responsibility to seek out a variety 
of sources to gather the informa­
tion we need to make a respon­
sible choice when the voting booth 
curtain closes behind us.♦ 

Dr. Gaerte is an associate professor of commu­
nication at Houghton, where he has completed 
his eighth year. Besides his interests in history, 
politics, and media, Gaerte frequently per­
forms as a dramatic reader for various campus 
and community groups. He and his wife, 
Phyllis, are active at the Houghton Wesleyan 
Church and enjoy having college students into 
their home during the school year. 
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0 utside the voting 
booths and long before 
this year's political 

campaign began, Houghton 
alumni and college personnel 
have been impacting our nation 
in other significant ways as 
well. Some serve on their local 
governing boards; some serve in 
Washington. Jon Balson '68, 
Sheila DiTullio '77, and Ken­
neth Nielsen, Houghton's vice 
president for finance, agreed to 
talk to Milieu.

A Good Man is Hard to Find 
Jon Balson '68 has a long and 

distinguished title: executive policy 
analyst for the governor's policy 
office and the policy office of the 
Department of Labor and Industry, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

How did he get the job? Jon 
explains, "Although my assistance 
was not conditioned upon an expec­
tation of some post-election reward, 
contributing toward the campaign 
of the then-gubernatorial candidate, 
Tom Ridge, played some role in my 
securing a staff position. 

" Besides assisting with 
grassroots political ef­

forts," Balson added, 
" I had opportuni­
ties to identify and 
'flesh out' critical 
business and eco-
nomic issues 
with the cam-
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litical World 
paign policy director (who, three 
weeks after the election, called to 
express interest in my joining the 
Governor's policy staff)." 

Jon also told Milieu that 
it helped even more to have 
a reputation for integrity, 
an evident interest in public 
service, and solid research, 
analytical and communica­
tion skills. "This aspect was 
related to me after back­
ground checks were made 
with a variety of govern­
ment affairs persons, a county 
political leader who is a fellow 
believer, and business lead­
ers," Jon added. 

His recent activities 
suggest the wide spectrum 
of policy work in which he 

. engages. The work ranged 
from preparing a detailed 
proposal to help labor and 
industry executives begin 

Here Comes the Judge 
Elected an Erie County (NY) 

Court Judge last November, Sheila 
DiTullio '77 won a post for which 

to implement a perfor­
mance-based budgeting 
system and privatize opera­
tions in a manner which is 
rational and equitable, to 
discussing, at length, with 
his boss, who is an Ortho­
dox Jew, the biblical basis 

Judge Sheila DiTullio '77 

for workers' compensation (see 
Exodus 21). 

Jon notes, "Clearly, my policy 
work has benefitted from graduate­
degree work in public policy, experi­
ence as a government affairs repre­
sentative for a trade association, and 
regulatory compliance work which I 
did for an industrial firm." 

Jon credits Houghton College 
ior helping him to develop analyti­
cal frameworks, to ask intelligent 
questions, to avidly pursue truth, 
to value historical perspective, and 
to learn that Christian faith must 
move from the knowing to the 
doing. "I acquired [these skills] 
from the patient instruction and 
examples of my professors." 

she has planned throughout her 15-
year law career. 

Daughter of an Italian immi­
grant, Sheila recalls as a young 
child seeing her father, his relatives 
and friends humiliated because of 
their unfamiliarity with American 
culture, their Italian accents, and 
their "unsophisticated" approach 
to the business world. "I knew then 
that someday I would represent 
people who were disadvantaged," 
she recalls. 

"From the beginning of my 
legal career I've been involved 
politically because I thought it was 
important, not only to 
practice law on a pub­
lic service level, but 
to also be involved 



in the many issues that face us in 
society," Sheila added. 

Why go Democrat? "Because of 
my strong belief that the Democratic 
Party represents all people and does 
not hesitate to help all people . . . .  Al­
though I was the endorsed Demo­
cratic and Independent [candidate], 
I won the conservative primary and 
came close to winning the Republi­
can primary. I campaigned daily for 
eight months and quickly learned 

Houghton 's chief business officer, Kenneth Nielsen 

that a poUtical campaign is grueling; 
it's a science w1to itself. 1 also 
learned that the people whom I'd 
attempted to help along the way 
came back to help me years later in 
my campaign, assisting me in 'get­
ting out the vote' for my judicial 
.race." 

Early on Sheila realized that 
many judges within the criminal 
justice system lacked the 
background and experience 
for the posi-tions they 
held. "I felt 
strongly that 
judges 
made sig­
nificant 
decisions 
that affect 

society as a whole and they should 
work their way 'from the bottom 
up,' including trial work." Expect­
ing no less from herself, prior to 
her election as judge, Sheila 
worked in. the public defender's 
office, was· an assistant district 
attorney and eventually became a 
department head of the D.A.'s sex­
crime unit, Attorney General's 
environmental crimes unit and the 
D.A.'s grand-jury bureau.

Judge DiTullio, 
who graduated from 
Western New England 
:School of Law (Mass.), 
says her Houghton edu­
,cation "taught me to be 
prepared, to be well re­
.searched, and to be ar­
ticulate and organized in 
presenting my beliefs, 
my case, or my cause ... As 
,an Erie County Court 
Judge .. .1 can render deci­
sions that are fair, effec­
tive and meaningful. 
Proportionately, there are 
few women judges on the 
bench, and I feel that 
with my experience and 
background, and with 
my perspective as a 
woman, that I add depth 
and fairness to the bench 
in a system where it is 
desperately needed." 

Surely her abil.ity 
to be fair has been en­
hanced by her faith. " I 

learned [at Houghton] what it is to 
be a Christian ... I entered college 
with a strong Catholic background, 
but had never studied scripture or 
learned about my religion and faith 
in-depth. Houghton taught me that 
Christianity involves a strong faith, 
knowledge of scripture and a com­
mitment too living and doing for 

Christ on a daily basis." 
Judge DiTuUio, 

who maintains her 
Catholic faith be­
cause she is com­
fortable with the 
worship style, 
says Houghton 

added great depth 
to her understand­

ing. "Houghton also 

provided me with 
a perspective and 
a base that will 
carry me 
through life." 

On the Dime 
Kenneth Niel.sen, 

Houghton's chief busi­
ness officer, is charged 
with keeping Houghton's 
$23,000,000 annual operation in the 
black on a dime-wide margin. On 
the side, he volunteers several 
hours in regional economic devel­
opment work. He is an advocate of 
programs for youth at risk and has 
a long hjstory of working with 
youth in camping. Doesn't Mr. 
Nielsen have enough to worry 
about without going into politics? 

As a concerned citizen and a 
Christian, Kenneth Nielsen doesn't 
think so. An employee of Houghton 
for 35 years, Ken has built a network 
of associates in government. 

Seven years ago he ran for a 
seat on the Allegany County Legis­
lature. Ken ran a modest campaign 
and won a four-year term. He lost a 
race for a second term in 1993 (too 
modest a campaign, he says), then 
campaigned more aggressively in 
1995 and won another term. What 
motivates him? "I see opportunity 
to serve the people of Allegany 
County.'' 

What about the notion that 
politics is a tainted and tainting 
business? Not so, Ken feels, at least 
at his level of government. "While 
I don't always share the ideologies 
of my associates," he explains, 
"none of the legislators I've 
worked with is in it for personal 
gajn. All seriously desire to better 
their communities and the county." 

Ken concluded, "If you treat 
people fairly, carefuJly evaluate 
each decision, and vote in accor­
dance with tJ,e majority of those 
you represent, you can help better 
the community and resolve prob­
lems, and may reflect credit on the 
Lord and upon your employer. In 
recent years I've seen the level of 
appreciation for Houghton College 
rise markedly."♦ 
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Politics, or Subduing Evil? 
Alumni Think on These Things 

0 n November 5, Houghton 
alumni will be among 
those choosing U.S. leader­

ship for the rest of this rniJlemuwn. 
To offer some non-media perspec­
tives in making that choice and 
suggest guidelines for broader IocaJ 
participation in government, Sum­
mer Alumni Weekends had a politi­
cal focus. Alumni with public 
service experiences shared insights 
regarding the history, opportunities 
and limitations of political activism. 

Burnett Thompson '49-pro­
fiJed on the back cover of this is­
sue-presented perspectives on 
politics and government service, 
based on decades of living and 
working in Washmgton. Quotes 
from his seminar, "Do Not Render 
Unto Caesar That Which is God's," 
set the stage for the amplifying and 
complementing seminars by 
alumni Graham Walker '79 and Bill 
Wichterman '86. 

Said Thompson, "Politics has 
been elevated to a level that secu­
larizes the church. Caesar is a very 
jealous taskmaster ... .ln the last 20 
years we've begun to depend on 
the political system for delivery of 
the gospel. 

"(As a voter] you 'own' about 
1 / 450,000th of a typical congress­
man. Beyond that is ingratiation or 
intimidation. 

"Did Daniel work for 
Nebuchadnezzar because he 
agreed with his policies?" To work 
redemptively in the political sys­
tem Thompson believes it is con­
stricting and missing larger 
ministry opportunities to insist 
upon serving only with people 
whose views parallel your own. 

Illustrating two dangers Chris­
tian organizations face when they 
become identified with political 
agendas-mixed priorities and be­
ing co-opted by power-Thomp­
son related how Senator Mark 
Hatfield was once removed from 
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an evangelical organization's "ap­
proved speaker list," not because 
his theology was faulty, but be­
cause of his position on the Viet­
nam War. On another occasion, a 
Christian periodical scrapped a 
proposed article on events in 
Nicaraugua because publication 
would have threatened its Wash­
ington access, "their place at the 
king's table." 

Thompson concluded, "The 
roots of our problems aren't politi­
cal. They're in the church ... 
"(We're] not called to impose a 
moral content; we can't build the 
kingdom through legjslation. One 

" The roots of our 
problems aren't 

political. They're 
in the church ... ''

.; 

can [work to] subdue evil and to 
some extent should, but anything 
that doesn't communicate the rec­
onciling Christ is a negative." 

In ministering to politicians, 
their staffers and young profession­
als, he is thrilled to see young 
Christians who want to use gov­
ernment service as their forum for 
commw1icating Christ. Typically, 
he says, "Houghton students have 
had a spiritual purpose in going 
into the political realm-to discern 
that which is good. " 

******** 

Bi-furcated vision has charac­
terized American politicians and 
government policy from the begin­
ning according to Dr. Walker, assis­
tant professor of political science at 
the University of Pennsylvania. ln 
his semfoar, "Presidential Politics 
and Social Issues," Walker cited an 
historical tension between the 
models of commonwealth (the goal 

of government is to promote soci­
etal good d1aracter and virtue), and 
a "liberal" view (government's role 
is protection of individual freedom 
and rights with politics charged to 
balance bad impulses and good 
outcomes). 

Walker suggested that modem 
Democrats and Republicans-and 
many Christians-try to buy into 
parts of both philosophies. Such 
tensions preclude politics as a 
means to lasting solutions, but he 
warned against expecting too little 
from politics. Blocking euthanasia 
and advocating school prayer don't 
produce conversions to Christ, nor 
do the waiting periods built into 
divorce reform produce Christ-cen­
tered marriages. Feeding the hun­
gry and health care reform may not 
save souls or obviate poor habits of 
health, but working for such causes 
can forestall character-destroying 
activities and promote temporal 
well being. 

******** 

Chief of staff to California 
Congressman Bill Baker, Bill 
Wichterman may best be remem­
bered to alumni of a decade ago as 
running for student senate presi­
dent-while he was on a 
semester's study exchange at 
Wheaton. He won the election after 
presenting his platform in Wesley 
Chapel-by phone from Illinois. 

Bill is the first to say he loves 
the give and take of politics and be­
lieves that Christians have impor­
tant roles to fill in government. 
However, in his seminar, "The 
Relative Insignificance of Politics," 
Bill urged alumni to infiltrate the 
fields of journalism, education and 
entertainment, and to participate in 
voluntary associations such as 
Promise Keepers, Love Waits, 
andITA.♦ 



N 
one of Houghton 's alumni involved with 
the recent Atlanta centennial Olympic 
Games competed for gold medals, but 

they each carried the torch of competence, dedica­
tion and service. Alumni known to have had roles 
in putting on the games ranged from those meet­
ing the medical needs of the athletes or insuring 

1 that exotic ailments didn't gain a foothold in 
America, to persons literally offering cold water in 
the name of Christ. 

As part of its celebration of the Olympic Games, 
Atlanta-headquartered Coca-Cola commissioned a 15-
story-high Centennial Olympic wall mural of notable 
Georgians. Stephen J. Ortlip '42 was among the 35 
people selected to have their portraits adorn the side of 
Carter Hall at Georgia State University across from At­
lanta-Fulton County Stadium, a major Olympic venue. 

Ortlip, founder/ director of the Young 
Singers of Callanwolde, was one of nine 
persons Coke selected whose work "has 
made a difference in the community and 
inspired others." He founded the group 
in 1975. The Young Singers of Callan­
wolde were among the 600 of children 
featured in the Olympic closing ceremo­
nies finale, Dream Song; one of its mem­
bers was soloist. Ortlip's portrait appears 
near the mural's center, in company with 
former President and Mrs. Jimmie Carter, 
a past Atlanta mayor, educators, immi­
grants, health care and law enforcement 
workers, an historian and assorted vol­
unteers, young and old. 

Not just another face in the crowd: Stephen Ortlip '42 (center, wearing 
glasses, in color photo) was one of only 35 notable Georgians to have his 
portrait adorn a 15-story-high Centennial Olympic wail mural. 

Erik Williams '93, youth pastor of the 
C& MA Church of Tucker, Ga., found his 
dual citizenship (Norwegian) and knowl­
edge of that language opened doors of 
witness at the Olympics. He shared with 
a Norwegian team physician and family 
and two coaches. As part of a mission 

training conference he and other trainees attended, 
they traveled from Toccoa Falls to Atlanta each after­
noon for a practicuum in sharing the gospel. 
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Infolympic 
Mania 
After training last sum­
mer, Janelle Powell '96 
worked with interna­
tional media at the 
equestrian venue. Her of­
ficial title was liaison of­
ficer, which she defined as 
"PR hostess to the for­
eign broadcasters." 

From her perspective 
Janelle found "Atlanta 
'96 seemed more like 
Infolympics '96. Behind 
the scenes, the key strat­
egy of the games centered 
around information tech­
nology." She explained 
her work in terms of 
"touch screens." 

r 
TV Monitors: Each commentary posi­
tion came equipped with a monitor which 
showed Atlanta Olympic Broadcasting's 
picture. The broadcasters actually 
commentated to this video feed. Unfortu­
nately, the TV monitors became the com­
mentators' only view of the competition 
during rainy times, when a large blue tarp 
was pulled over them to protect both 
equipment, and commentators 

CIS: The Commentary Information Sys­
tems computer software provided athlete 
biographies and up-to-the-minute 
results ... when it worked. Of course, the 
one instance of system failure occurced 
during the endurance-cross-country phase 
of the Three-Day-Event. Commentating at 
a separate site from the stadium arena, the 
broadcasters also had no access to printed 
results, whichleft them with live commen­
tary time and nothing to say. My diplo­
matic response? "They're working on it ... "

Manual: Last but never least was the 
use of our own hands, feet and mouths 
for communication. The five liaison offic­
ers and our information manager-repre­
senting the Netherlands, Finland and four 
areas of the U.S.--set aside differences 
and overcame difficulties to work to­
gether, using our mutual interest to 
achieve a common goal. My memories 
,vill last a lifetime-or at least w,til 

II 

" 
Walkie Talkies: we,re the commu-
nication link between liiaison officers 
at the arena and those monitoring the 
mixed zone, an area located next to 
the field of play where athletes could 
"mix" with the media and the press. 
Unfortunately, we begarn using them 
after the day we most needed them­
during the riding and mnning seg­
ments of the Modern P,entathlon 
event. In the chaos of post-competi­
tion, the media didn't 21bide by the 
rules of athlete access rtonnally fol­
lowed in the mixed zone. After I re­
moved several camera crews from 
secured areas while another liaison 
officer tried to prevent others from 
rushing the field, we decided that our 
security duties required at least 
walkie-talkies, if not full riot gear! 

I Commentary Unit:s: enabled 
broadcasters to do live commentary 
during the competition and send it 
back to their studios' own broadcast 
studios in the Intematiomal Broadcast 
Center, to be mixed wi�h the picture 
provided by Atlanta Olympic Broad­
casting. Since these u .nits were central 
to the job, commentators became very 
concerned if the units malfunc­
tioned-like the morning the agitated 
Polish broadcaster wavied me down. 
He couldn't reach his h,ome studio 
and was supposed to start 
commentating in two minutes. I 
called the appropriate technician who 
finally found and fixed a loose cord. Sydney 2000. 

�"--------------,...----
II 

Erik admits he contracted 
Olympic fever: from acquiring col­
lector bottles of Coke and special 
car paint decals to pins and copies 
of Sports Illustrated Daily maga­
zines sold only in Atlanta. He and 
his wife also purchased a named 
courtyard brick for Centennial 
Park, which they had left just two 
hours before the bomb blast. 

Lynelle Tucker '68 of Atlanta 
knew six years ago that she'd be in 
Georgia this summer. In 1990, just 
days after Billy Payne won Atlanta 
the right to host the '96 summer 
games, Lynelle scheduled her vaca­
tion to coincide with the games­
where she wanted to serve as one 
of 80,000 volunteers. Lynelle 
worked near an Aquatic Center en-
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trance helping Olympic visitors 
find transportation to the venues 
they were seeking, and in free time, 
represented Jesus Christ to com­
petitors and attendees through the 
services offered by her home 
church, North Avenue Presbyte­
rian. Located just three blocks from 
the Olympic Village, it's one of few 
churches committed to downtown 
Atlanta, she says. 

The church's "Oasis of Discov­
ery," directly on the route of both 
marathons, supplied cold water to 
the runners and offered free water 
and restrooms to other visitors. In­
side, visitors could hear Moody­
sponsored Sermons from Science 
daily, or make self-guided tours of 
the sanctuary's Tiffany stained 
glass windows-using a printed 

description and gospel message in 
11 languages, as translated by 
Wycliffe personne]. She observed 
that attendance at these offerings­
initially, lighter than anticipated­
picked up considerably after the 
Centemual Park bombing. 

Lynelle's mother, Margaret 
(Smith) Tucker '39 .. who also lives 
in the Atlanta area, was among 
many Christians who opened their 
homes to families ,of athletes from 
abroad as part of the Host Atlanta 
Project. 

L 



First-year Houghfon student Heather Dungey of Auburn, NY, accompanies the torchbearer through her hometown. 

When he learned that Savan­
nah would be the yachting venue 
for the '96 Olympics, former pro­
fessor of German at Houghton Vic­
tor Carpenter '63, now teaching 
French and German at Savannah 
State University, applied to be a 
language agent. 

" I  accompanied a French ath­
lete, chosen at random, to the 'dop­
ing control' station," Vic recalls. 
"The team doctor also came along. 
They spoke no English. I accompa­
njed the same doctor to an interna­
tional meeting on sports medicine. 
Of 15 countries represented, only 
the Russian, Japanese, and French 
reps needed interpreters." 

Vic srud the language-service 
staff also had to translate written 
appeals concerning things which 
happened during the races. "These 
requests were then sent to the 'jury' 
for decision-making," he added. 

On another occasion, Vic re­
calls an urgent hurricane warning 
prior to the start of the yacht races. 
"I had to quickly type up a page of 
'Storm Preparations' in German, 
which told what to do with each of 
the eight classes of boats until the 
'all clear."' 

Heather Dungey of Auburn, 
NY, is a first-year student at 
Houghton. "The only thing that re­
ally compared with learning of my 
acceptance into Houghton's first­
year honors program was being the 
escort runner to the Olympic torch­
bearer on June 12 [when the torch 
carne through Auburn]," she said. 

Heather, who ran cross-country 

in high school and will participate 
in the sport at Houghton this year, 
actually ran two segments of the 
course. Had the torch-bearer 
stumbled, it would have been her 
job to keep the torch on schedule. 
Along with her running ability, 
Heather was selected because of an 
essay she wrote on academics and 
community service.♦ 

Vic Carpenter '63 poses in front of the Olympic yachting venue where he served as a language agent. 
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Matters of the Heart 

" ; . , 
_ .f-l�glth Care Symposium Addresf�s., _ 

--

• Contemporary Me,dical Issues· • 

Have you ever had to explain to 
the parents of a terminally ill child 
how a loving God could aJJow their 
baby to suffer, to die? Have you 
ever watched life literally drain out 
of an AIDS patient? Have you ever 
had responsibility for deciding if a 
loved one should be disconnected 
from life-support systems? 

These issues and more face 
today's physicians and their pa­
tients. Houghton College alumni in 
the medical profession are not ex­
empt. Many of these professionals 
expressed a desire to meet with 
alumni colleagues to discuss, from 
a Christian perspective, ethical and 
clinical aspects of practicirtg medi­
cine. Thus, in an effort to provide 
an important educational experi­
ence for alumni and by aJumn.i, the 
Health Care Symposium was born. 
Some 45 alumni and friend medical 
professionals, joined by several 
Houghton alumni medical stu­
dents, faculty and undergraduate 
pre-meds, attended the August 
conference. Medical professionals 
attending were able to earn AMA 
category 1 and AAFP continuing 
medical-education credits. 

A distinguished panel of ex­
perts included John Stewart '56, 
M.D., chief of the clinical virology
section at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Jeffrey
Prinsell '75, D.M.D. and M.D. from
Atlanta's School of Sleep Medicine,
Diane Komp '61, M.D., professor of
pediatric hematology-oncology at
Yale University School of Medicine,
David Topazian '52, M.D., director
of Project MedSend, Peter Lee '61,
M.D., Ph.D., professor of pediatrics
at the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine, and Robert Orr 
'62, M.D., director of clinical ethics 
and professor of family medicine at 
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Loma Linda University. 
Dr. Stewart provided much of 

the program's clinical emphasis, 
looking at recent developments 

Diane Komp '61 autographs her new book 
during her August visit to campus. 

and projections regarding HIV and 
the re-emergence of TB as a major 
health concern-a revival tied in 
part to its increasing association 
with HIV. Stewart also reviewed 
the threat of ebola and hanta­
viruses, maladies which have re­
ceived considerable media atten­
tion (especially ebola). He outlined 
the 1995 ebola outbreak in Kitwit, 
Zaire, and the 1993 hantavirus out­
break in the southwestern U.S. 
While the latter has been traced to 
rodents, the host for ebola has yet 
to be identified. Or. Stewart offered 
CDC-developed guidelines for re­
ducing hantavirus threat in poten­
tially rodent-occupied areas.

Fellow Georgian Dr. Prinsell, 
an oral and maxillofacial surgeon, 
lectured on snoring and obstructive 
sleep apnea. Using slides, he dis-

cussed the relative prevalence of 
these conditions, describing symp­
toms, diagnostic techniques and 
treatment, including surgery and 
therapeutic devices. 

Dr. Topazian talked about the 
integration of business and minis­
try in medical practice. While he 
stressed preventing disease, caring 
for the poor and healing the body, 
mind and spirit, Dr. Topazian also 
noted the importance of involve­
ment in the business aspect of prac­
tice. He said that proper business 
planning creates more time for pa­
tients, and financial independence 
brings the freedom to pursue av­
enues of ministry. These he de­
scribed in a later session. 

Prominent author Diane Komp 
offered perspectives and insights 
helpful in working with the most se­
riously ill patients and their families. 
She related examples from her own 
practice and suggested personal les­
sons medical professionals may 
learn from their work with the ter­
minally ill. The campus store held a 
book signing for her new book 
Breakfast for the Heart: Meditations fo
Nourish Your Soul and the Baker 
Book House release of Life and Death
Decisions, co-authored by Dr. Orr. 

Dr. Lee spoke about the impact 
changing family structure has on 
heaJth. He.asserted that risk-taking 
behavior is "the greatest risk to 
heaJth in society today since, par­
ticularly for those younger than 40 
years, the primary causes of sickness 
and death (violence, accidents, 
AIDS) are consequences of behav­
ior." Addition.ally, Lee gave anethics 
seminar on sexual behavior. 

Dr. Orr joined Lee on the ethics 
panel, discussing decision-making 
in clinical ethics, ethics at the end 
of life and ethical issues in man­
aged care. Orr believes making 
ethical decisions today is more dif­
ficult because of technology, chang­
ing doctor-patient relation ships, 
and cost-containment measures. 

Participants offered several 
ideas for improving the program 
but overall gave it high marks. The 
Alumni Office will soon begin to 
look at The Houghton Health Care 
Symposium of 1998.♦ 



Tne Perpetual 'leacner am£ Otfier Short Stories . . . 
This concludes the series of updates on Houghton's emeriti faculty of the '70s and '80s. 

At home or on campus, Robert
Cummings 'SO, former German 
professor for 26 years, spends 20-25 
hours weekly tutoring Houghton 
Academy and college international 
students. His association with the 
academy began when he volw1-
teered to teach Germ.an there in the 
'70s. He's since grown into the role 
of mentor and tutor to dozens of 

(Thornton '47) birthplace and an­
cestral home. When Herr 
Cummings is not tutoring or trav­
eling, he writes 150- to 250-page 
western-themed novels for his 
grandchildren (aged from grad 
school to pre-school). 

He continues to build a video­
tape collection, now nearing 1,000 
shows. All are computer cross-ref­

The perpet11a/ teacher: even in retirement, Rober/ C11111111i11gs '50 /11/ors 
dou11s of i11temaria11a/ academy st-udenls. 

erenced by title, 
topic and actors. 
He and Marion 
enjoy them, and 
share them with 
student visitors 
"as an alterna­
tive to some of 
the junk avail­
able in the video 
stores.'' What's 
next? "Maybe a 
trip to see mis­
sionary friends 
in Bonn, Ger­
many, and an­
other visit to 
Normandy, this 
time with a de­
cent camera." 

Oriental students, and helps with 
their medical and holiday travel to 
nearby cities. Word of mouth keeps 
new generations of students com­
ing-as does their finding a home 
always open to them with wisdom, 
understanding, fellowship, food 
and love freely dispensed. It's ex­
pensive in terms of time and incon­
venience, but rewarding in lives 
made productive-and in parental 
gratitude. A surprise three-week 
visit to Japan in 1991 was the 
w1.sought "thank-you" of one such 
family. Now the Cwnmings have 
an invitation to Korea. 

Since they quit fu!J-tirne teach­
ing, the Cummings have visited 
Denmark and Sweden, sailed the 
Baltic and the canals of Germany 
and Belgium, spent family time in 
California, Colorado and Virginia, 
visited Barbados-Marion's 

Lives of Service

Robert and Jeanette Mattke 
grew up in Wisconsin , meeting in 
their church youth group, attend­
ing the same school. They married 
while he was in the U.S. Air Force 
during WWII. 

In the late '60s when Robert 
taught at Miltonvale College in 
Kansas (while he was on furlough 
from Kingsley Bible College in 
Australia), Houghton's President 
Stephen Paine called to invite the 
Rev. Mattke to teach Bible aJ1d the­
ology at the then-new Buffalo Sub­
urban Campus. They accepted and 
both worked there until retiring in• 
1988. Jeanette was secretary to sev­
eral administrators, then devoted 
her time to working in the library 
and ordering text books. In 1980 
the couple returned to Australia for 
his sabbatical leave. 

Since retiring in 1988, the 
Mattkes have continued to live in 
Orchard Park, NY. They see their 
five grandchildren regularly. He has 
peimed a chapter for an anthology , 
Reformers and Revivalists, and several 
times taught a church history course 
to collegians in the process of ordi­
nation. The Rev. Mattke has also 

served several interim pastorates. 

No Strings Attached 
Since his retirement 18 years 

ago, Eldon Basney, who taught pi­
ano or strings for 27 years, has 
maintained a low profile, while en­
joying activities ranging from vio­
lin repair to oil painting. His first 
painting effort was done with 
Rustoleurn and an ordinary utility 
paintbrush. After a long hiatus he 
resumed painting in the '90s, oils 
this time. Largely self taught, he 
says he seldom spends more than 
an hour on a canvas and may still 
augment brush strokes with his fin­
gers. But his landscapes have re­
cently won novice and interme­
diate awards in area competitions. 

Professor Emeritus Basney has 
guest conducted various other or­
chestras and had his compositions 
performed at Lincoln Center and 
the Compose.rs Forum Recital in 
New York. 

He no longer plays violin or pi­
ano, but a half dozen times each year 
he gives private lessons or coaches, of­
ten for duklren of f01mer students, oc­
casiona!Jy for visiting professionals. 
Recently he resumed composing for 
the first time since 1969. At age 83 he's 
pleased to be able to trot up the hill 
from campus to his home without be­
coming winded. Professor and Mrs. 
(Beulah) Basney's lives have been in­
tertwined for more than six decades. 
Their three grown children are widely 
scattered across the country. They have 
three grandchildren, one of whom 
sought and received a violin "summer 
camp" experience with her 
grandfather. 

Fall 1996-Milieu ♦ 17 



Marjorie Stockin: still painting? Of course. 

Picture Perfect 
In phone conversations her 

daughters regularly inquire, "Are 
you painting?" Indeed, Marjorie 
Ortlip Stockin is. During the inter­
view for thls profile, she showed a 
commissioned work in progress: a 
painting featuring lilacs against the 
backdrop of her old Ft. Lee, New 
Jersey, home. 

During her 35 years teaching 
art, Marjorie met and married Gor­
don Stockin-one of Houghton's 
legendary professors-raised a 
family of four, and worked tire­
lessly to see the discipline she 
loved become the thriving major it 
is today. While circumstances con­
spired to delay the major's birth 
until a year after her retirement, 
President Chamberlain has ob­
served that "[Marjorie's] vision, 
vigor and constancy over four de­
cades were seminaJ to the art 
major's realization." 

Before cancer took her hus­
bands life in 1993, the Stockins en­
joyed an early '80s trip to Haiti 
where Marjorie painted extensively. 
They regularly journeyed to see 
their children and grandchildren in 
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the mid west. Each July 
since the mid '70s when 
she and her sister in­
vented it, Marjorie has 
been active in the week­
long, on-campus oppor­
tunity for area and 
alumni artists to paint 
together. 

In 1994 the college 
conferred upon her an 
honorary degree. Last 
spring Mrs. Stockin de­
cided to write 80 former 
students to update her­
self on their lives. Some 
40 percent of them have 
responded-alumni 
from 1941 to 1980. She 
delights in the promi­
nence several have 
achieved and in their 
recollections of 
Houghton art classes. In 
July, a dozen of them at-
tended a reunion for 
former students of 

Ortlip family members. 

A Man for All Time 
Family members told the 

young George Wells he wasn't col­
lege material. But with personal 
initiative and the encouragement of 
his Houghton alumnus high-school 
guidance counselor, Wells matricu­
lated at Houghton, did three years 
of college, 
volunteered 
for US. Navy 
duty during 
WWII, then 
returned to 
complete his 
B.A. in 1947. 
Impressed by 
his work as 
an assistant 
coach, the 
coUege asked 
him to return 
as physical 
education in­
structor that 
fall. Renew­
ing that con­
tract became 

ritual. In 1991 he became the first in­
ductee of the Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Four years after he began work­
ing at Houghton, Coach was drawn 
closer to the Lord during the 1951 re­

vival and was inspired to begin 
Youth in One Accord (YOA), a min­
istry of music and student witness. 
YOA continues with ministry in 
many eastern states and abroad­
approaching a million miles worth. 
Whereas Coach once addressed ral­
lies standing and without notes, to­
day he sits (arthritis) and uses many 
notes ("I have time to prepare prop­
erly"). He says YOA will continue 
while he has the energy, students 
want to participate, and there are re­
quests for ministry. 

Retired since 1988, Coach and 
his college sweetheart, Doris 
(Driscoll '42), continue elements of 
those working years. Since Dr. Wells 
recovered from by-pass surgery he 
has led two YOA summer teams 
overseas, the last in 1991. More than 
half of the weekends he travels with 
a team of six to area churches. The 
Wells' five grandchlldren include the 
Houghton Academy '96 valedicto­
rian. Last summer at their 50th wed­
ding anniversary celebration, the 
Wellses received from their children 
money toward two trips-leisurely 
rambles to his roots on Long Island 
and some joyfu!Jy-remembered New 
England locales.♦ 

a 41-year Coach Wells gets aro11nd just fine in spite of an arthritic co11ditio11. 



Lt. Cols. Marilyn ('65) and William ('66) Burroughs received Al1m111i of Ille Year 
Awards from Preside11I Cliamberlain. 

More Than Bins-and Bells 
The Salvation Army. Images of vol­
unteers ringing bells outside depart­
ment stores at Chrisbnas-time and 
large red, metal bins for casting off 
unused garments, usually spring to 
mind. Thanks to the good work of 
two Houghton alumni, The Salva­
tion Army is known for much more 
than bins and bells. Career Salvation 
Army officers Lt. Col. William '66 
and Lt. Col. Marilyn (Burroughs '65) 
Francis received matching 1996 
Houghton CoHege Alumnus of the 
Year Awards-the fourth alumni 
couple to be so honored in the 
award's 31-year history- at the 
closing banquet of Summer Alumni 
Weekend II, July 20. 

Since 1992 Bill has been train­
ing principal for the School for Of­
ficers' Training for the Eastern 
Division in Suffern, NY. Marilyn 
has administrative and teaching 
duties. Under their leadership, the 
school has become the largest of six 
Salvation Army schools in North 
America, 50 worldwide. At Suffern 
they've launched a strategic expan­
sion plan, initiated a $40-million 
endowment campaign, promoted a 

Spanish-language curriculum, pur­
sued degree-granting powers from 
New York State, and inaugurated a 
board of ad visors. 

Bill and Marilyn met at 
Houghton as music majors. As a se­
nior Marilyn was one of IO finalists 
in the Metropolitan Opera tryouts 
and a guest soloist for a two-week 
East Coast crusade. Both Francises 
sang in college choir and the orato­
rio society, played in the band and 
were in music educators' club and 
intramural sports. Marilyn also sang 
in chamber singers, and a women's 
trio. As a senior Bill was yearbook 
photography editor-perhaps a 
foreshadowing of his 1993 pictorial 
book on Israel, The Stones Cry Out. 
She graduated in 1965. 

Bill spent that summer study­
ing at Free University of 
Amsterdam, Holland, then re­
turned for his senior year at 
Houghton. Marilyn taught music in 
nearby Dansville. When he gradu­
ated they married and he entered 
Asbury Theological Seminary, 
while she taught music at Asbury 
College (Ky.). b11969, Bill, a sec-

ond-generation Sa\vationist, be­
came a Salvation Army field repre­
sentative in New Jersey. 

After officers' training in New 
York City, the Francises' first as­
signment was the Danbury, Con­
necticut, Corps. In 1977 they had 
reorganized and revitalized that 
corps and reached out to the com­
munity in a service ministry. 
Marilyn organized a women's aux­
iliary which first met in the home 
of singer Marian Anderson, who 
later served as honorary chair for a 
building campaign. A new corps 
center was the result. 

During the next 17 years the 
Francises had regional assignments 
in Massachusetts, Pennsylvania 
and Maine with responsibilities for 
operations in several states and 
abroad. He's made a world tour 
with the Salvation Army's New 
York Staff Band, playing E-Hat bass 
and she has led young people to 
the lnterterritorial Corps Cadet 
Congress in Scotland. 

Beyond the scope of their 
present tasks at Suffern, the 
Francises engage in summer teach­
ing and music ministry at the 
Brengle Memorial fnstitute in Chi­
cago, at camp meetings in Old Or­
chard Beach, Maine, and at Ocean 
Grove, New Jersey; Over the years 
they've led a dozen tours of the 
Holy Land. Sales of Marilyn's vocal 
and keyboard audio cassettes help 
underwrite vocal scholarships to 
the Salvation Army's Star Lake 
Music Camp. Together, they've 
conducted retreats and youth Bible 
camps as far away as Hong Kong 
and Australia. 

Noting that both Francis chil­
dren are Houghton alumni, Presi­
dent Daniel Chamberlain, who 
made the presentation, added, "As 
a member of the college's 
President's Advisory Council on 
Excellence, Bill is faithful in atten­
dance, thoughtful in his comments, 
creative in helping us reach out to 
other communities." He told the 
Francises that the award recognizes 
''your strong, consistent Christian 
witness and outstanding service 
with The Salvation Army, reflecting 
well on your alma mater and ad­
vancing its purposes."♦ 
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ummer passersby may have 
thought the college was 
hosting a mini-van extrava-

ganza. Onlookers might even 
have thought that the college 
had turned into a day-care facil­
ity. In truth, the vans were the 
preferred mode of travel for 
some 644 guests (145 of them 
children younger than 10 and 
another 62 teenagers) to attend 
Summer Alumni Weekend 
(SAW) I in June. Another 456 
alumni and their spouses re­
turned to campus in July for 
SAW II. 

Highlights of the June 
weekend included a Saturday 
noon picnic with current and 
emeriti faculty and seminars by 
Houghton professors Douglas 
Gaerte (political communica­
tion), J. Michael Walters '86 
(personality and spiritual for­
mation), and Dan Woolsey '77 
(children's literature). Teens ex­
perienced a trip to Letchworth 
and a pool/ pizza party while 
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younger kids enjoyed sports clin­
ics, a science fair, scavenger hunt, 
music, games, and a popular 
children's entertainer. Evidence 
suggests that an increasing number 
of alumni are returning each year, 
considering Summer Alumni 
Weekend to be a relaxing and rea­
sonably priced family vacation. 

Immediately prior to the second 
(July) weekend, the college hosted 
its largest ever Golden Agers fellow­
ship (alumni who have graduated 
more than 50 years ago). More than 
150 senior alums gathered for a day 
of good food, conversation, and 
reminiscing. Schedule highlights in­
cluded the induction of Paul Vogan 
'32 into the college's Athletic Hall of 
Honor (story on page 7) and music by 
Bea (Bush '38) Bixler, who played 
and sang many of her compositions. 

As the Golden Agers' program 
concluded, July SAW began, bring­
ing with it another 300 plus alumni. 
Visitors were treated to a series of 
seminars on political themes, music, 
worship and devotional services, a 

Children of 
alumni 

enjoyed 
Summer 

Alumni 

Weekend as 
much as their 
parents. 

variety of class-reunion activities, 
the annual banquet, and Alumni 
on Parade talent show. In a special­
ized reunion activity, Marjorie 
(Ortlip) Stockin and Aileen (Ortlip) 
Shea hosted a reunion of alumni 
who had studied art with them 
and/ or their artist parents, H. 
Willard and Aimee Ortlip. A dozen 
alums, among them professional 
artists, hailing from as far away as 
California and North Carolina, re­
turned for this event and pre­
sented their own walk-in art show 
for the alumni weekend crowd. 

Be sure to mark your calendar 
for next year's Summer Alumni 
Weekends. The weekend for re­
unions featuring the classes of '72, 
'77, '82, '87, and '92 will be June 
27-29, 1997. The Golden Agers Fel­
lowship will take place on July 10
and 11, 1997, with another SAW
from July 11-13. The Alumni Office
will be mailing information over
the next several months.



Clockwise from top left: Ke11 Bates, Brad Mc/1011, Tom Coffa11 a11d Dick Halberg, all from the class of 1971. /. Wlrit11ey Shea and his 
wife Phoebe are in the background. "Then" photo was taken in 1971 and the "Now" photo was tnke11 i11 /11ly 1996. 

Twe11ty-11ine members of tire Class of '46 h1med 0111 for this re1111io11 photo in July. 
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35 Willard and Mae (Young '33) 
Smith celebrated their 60th wed­
ding anniversary, at Houghton on 

July 13. Four of their six children were 
present for the event; one traveled from 
Haiti, another from Saudi Arabia. The Smiths 
spent June and July on campus, offering vol­

unteer service in several offices and in cam­
pus beautification. Last December they 
moved from Florida to High Point, NC. 45 Ben Armstrong and hjs wife, 

Ruth, celebrated their 50th wed­
ding anniversary July 11, 1996, at 

their Morristown, NJ, home, together with 
their three children. For 23 years before his 
1989 retirement, Dr. Armstrong was execu­
tive director of National Religious Broad­
casters. He is now a member of the Newton 
Presbytery, Dover, NJ. 46 Daniel (Honorary D.D.'75) and 

Geraldine (Elrod '47) Heinz live 
in Clinton, NC, where they retired 

three years ago to be near their son Dan '81. 
Dr. Heinz's ill health prevented them from 
attending his 50th Houghton reunion. He 
also reported that their daughter, Barbara, a 
nurse engaged in a doctoral program, died 
March 19 after a five-year battle against 
Eosinophilic Myalgia Syndrome. 50 Wendell Caley has been accepted 

by Mission to the World (Presby­
terian Church in America) as a 

short-term missionary to the Ukraine. He 
will be involved in teaching public school 
teachers how to teach the Bible and moral 
principles to their students, holding neigh­
borhood Bible studies, showing the JF.SUS 
film, and holding VBS for children during 
the summer. 

Gustave Prinsell (Honorary S.D.'93), 
retired missionary and Houghton physician, 
was honored at the June Wesleyan Festival 
of Missions held in Indianapolis, [N, for his 
and wife, Louise's, 16 years of service direct­
ing the Wesleyan Medical FeUowship. While 

Louise's faithful editing of a quarterly news­
letter helped build an international sub­
scription Ust of 700, Dr. PrinseU led the 
membership in building a record of medical 
professional assistance overseas, and the un­
derwriting of projects valued in the hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars. The 
organization also tracks, encourages and re­
cruits collegians in health-care fields ,md 
those in graduate schools. The members 
presented the Pri,nsells a parting money gift. 
In August, the couple celebrated the 50th 
anniversary with friends, sons and other 
family members in Houghton. 

55 Richard and Betty Jane
(Goodwin '56) Pocock-retired 
from teaching careers at 

Houghton College and Friendship High 
School, respectively-left August 8th for a 
year's teaching at the American Cooperative 
School in Paramaribo, Surinam. The school 
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has 100 first- to 12th-grade students, half of 
them children of five cooperating mission 
boards, the rest drawn from the interna­
tional business and diplomatic community. 
Pococks will join Wycliffe Bible Translators 
for this assignment because that organiza­
tion supplies the majority of the teachers. 
Dick will work with students doing corre­
spondence study with the University of Ne­
braska and otherwise enrich the math 
curriculum. Betty Jane will teach second 
grade, including her grandson. Pococks' 
son, Steve '79, and his wife, Audrey (Smith 
'79), are Wesleyan missionaries in Surinam. 56 Lee John Betts has just completed 

his 10th year as president of 
Frederick Community College 

during which time enrollment has increased 
approximately 45 percent while $27,000,000 
in capital construction has renewed all older 
buildings and added four new buildings in­
cluding a library, fine arts, and student cen­
ter. He also received a recognition award for 
providing leadership for the development of 
Buckingham's Choice, a $60,000,000 con­
tinuing care retirement community which 
will provide a continuum of care for ap­
proximately 350 citizens in Frederick 
County. Additionally, Lee has served as 
chair of the Frederick lnterfai th Retirement 
Council since "1991, the organization which 
originated the project and obtained its spon­
sorship. 58 John M Andrews Jr. has been in­

vited to join the Center for Ad­
vanced Ceramic Technology at the 

New York State College of Ceramics at 
Alfred University, Alfred, NY, as visiting sci­
entist. Dr. Andrews wi!J be working with Dr. 
Xing-Wu Wang in the Electrical Engineering 

Future Alumni 

Jerry '80 & Karen (Holt '82) Bevens 
Bill & Ly11ae (Lennon '87) Blair 

Dave '93 & Joyce (Lambert '94) Dlugose 
David '91 & Diane Fairley 
Bruce '88 & Carol (Ch,affee '91) Fielding 
Jonathan '85 & Nancy (James '88) Gates 
Joseph '88 & Rebecca (Jones '88) Harvey 

Department on advanced superconducting 
devices. Dr. Andrews is also Adjunct Profes­
sor of Physics at Houghton College and is a 
member of the Allegany County Economic 
Development Zone Administrative Board. 

60 Ayo (Joy Bodunrin) Udo, who re­

ceived a Distinguished Alumna 
Award at Houghton in 1990, is a 

member of the Goodnews Community in 
Abak, Nigeria. Having retired from Nige­
rian public school administration, she has 
been heading a nursery-primary school of 
900 students for several years and is dean of 
a Bible coUege. She anticipates moving full 
time to Bible-college administration. Joy was 
commissioned an evangelist in 1993 and is a 

trustee of the Virtuous Women's Services 
Fow1dation. She is also now a proud grand­
mother. 

66 David Hulley is the principal and 
founder of Hu!Tey & Associates. 
He has over 20 years of experi­

ence in general business and financial man­
agement. David has perfom.ed operations 
and data analysis in a variety of settings, 
and he has written and marketed business 
software. He served as CFO of a rapidly 
growing homecare agency and as regional 
director for a homecare software company. 

67 Ann (Boyer) Le Pere had an oil
portrait accepted in a juried trav­
eling exhibit of portraits created 

by members of Christi.ans in the Visual Arts 
(CIVA). The show will tour from fall 1996 
through J 998. She considers it an honor to 
be exhibiting alongside her dear Houghton 
art teacher Marjorie Ortlip Stockin, also a 
CIVA member. Ann has had two oil paint­
ings of children and umbrellas published in 

Tim '90 & Barbara (Lamos '90) Hegarty 
Shawn '89 & Karen (Mc.Knight '92) Hotchkiss 
Sean '93 & Melody (Clendaniel '93) Mc Master 
Francisco '87 & Christy (Souzis '87) Negron 
Kirk '91 & Beth (Brown '93) Nelson 

Emily Grace 
William d1arles DJ 
Austin James 
Adam David 
Aspen Rose 
Caitlin Evelina 
David Jonathan 
Isabelle Hannah 
Rebecca Ashley 
Ella Jane 
Kenneth Andrew 
Alexander Javier 
Linnea Elizabeth 
Alyssa Nell 
Elizabeth Marie 
Brady Smith 
Beatrice Akari 
Moriah Grace 
Bjorn Tyler 

6-5-94
11-26-95 
4--22-96 
2-8-96 
9-2-95 

12-12-95 
8-7-96

12-20-95 
6-23-96 
6-29-96

10-10-95
5-5-96
7-6-96

5-11-96
5-17-96
6-27-96

Brian & Nancy (Drews '82) Otto 
Ed '95 & Becki (Watkins '95) Schuurman 
Kevin Seaman '90 & Diane Alderman '89 
Timothy '88 & Takako (Suzuki '88) Terino 
Marshall & Linda (Fleth '88) Thompson 
Matt (staff) & Betsy Webb 

2-2-96 
4-12-96 



The Best of Oil by Rockport Publishers of 
Mass. A commissioned pastel portrait of a 
chjld has also been chosen to be included in 
The Best of Pastel by Rockport Publishers. 

68 James Luckey was promoted to
the office of vice president of First 
Virginia Bank in Falls Church. J1m 

has been employed there.since December 1977. 

69 H. David Loughery completed six 
yeais as a district superintendent 
in the eastern Pennsylvania con­

ference for the United Methodist Church. 
He is now a churd1 consultant affiliated 
with Bill Easum and 21st Century Strategies 
and lives in Lancaster, Pa. 

Darwin Overholt has accepted the po­
sition of executive director/ pastor of the 
Downtown Rescue Mjssion in Huntsville, 
Ala. The Downtown Rescue Mission is a 
Christian organization dedicated to provid­
ing shelter, food, clothing and spiritual 
guidance to the homeless and destitute in 
the Huntsville area. Darwin is a former di­
rector of the Buffalo (NY) Gty Mission. 

72 Terry Lee has accepted the posi­
tion of probation dirnctor for Sen­
eca County (NY) after 10 yeais as 

a consultant with the New York State di1·ec­
tor of probation and probation director for 
Ontario County (NY) before that. Terry and 
his wife, Joyce, live in Canandaigua, NY. 
Ethan, one of their four d1ildre11, is a sopho­
more at Houghton. 

73 Barbaia (Barnett) Daake is the be­
havioral coordinator (psychiatric 
nurse) at St. Mary's Home Health 

Center in Ill. She and her husband, Don, 
have a nine-year-old daughter, Michelle. 

74 Tina D. Blanden was honored 
with a "Golden Apple" and "The 
Exemplary Teacher of the Year" 

awards at Ft. Myers Christian School last 
year. This honor, which is presented by the 
teachers, was Tma's third receipt in seven 
years. She has taught kindergarten at Ft. 
Myers Cru·istian for 17 of her 21 years in 
teaching. 

75 Frank Billman led a 10-person
volunteer mission tean1 from east­
ern PA to Kathmandu, Nepal, in 

May. The team led a youth conference for 
the teenagers of missionaries during the an­
nual conference of the United Mission to 
Nepal. Dr. Billman is pastor of Somerton 
United Methodist Church in northeast 
Philadelphia. Coordinating the youth con­
ference from Nepal were Steve '76 and 
Becky (Locke '76) Thorson who have 
served as missionaries to Nepal for the past 
12 years. 

Larry Bennett owns and operates two 
McDonald's restaurants on the New York 
State Thruway (Ramapo and Modena). 

A Vital Tribute 
During the past year, many Houghton Col­

lege alumni and friends chose to make gifts to 
the college in tribute to a family member, a cher­
ished professor, or a friend. Designations of these 
gifts are as varied as the individuals in whose honor 

11 
they were given. Gifts ranged in size from a few dollars to sev­
eral thousand. A named gift allows the donor(s) to accomplish 
two goals: 1) to assure the ever-increasing quality of a Houghton 
education and 2) to honor a special person or organization by pro­
viding for a specific aspect of the college program. 

Several donors-a reunion class, for example-can combine 
their gifts toward one named project. Thus, even a small gift can 
stand as a lasting tribute to a person, a program, or an ideal. Most 
often, named gifts come to the college in support of student finan­
cial aid. An initial gift of $10,000 is required to establish such a 
fund, which then generates annual income to be awarded per the 
donor's specifications. 

For example, Edward and Barbara Danks, both members of 
Houghton' s Class of 1953, established an endowed scholarship in 
memory of their son, Thomas. This scholarship now provides much­
needed financial aid to a Houghton student each year. The Danks re­
ceive a report each year from the college finance office listing the market 
value, the book value, the income earned, and the recipient's name, ma­
jor, and home town. They also receive a personal thank you note from 
the recipient along with a photo. 

For more information about named gift opportunities, contact 
the Houghton College Development Office at 800-777-2556. 

Jud and Jan (Jordan '75) Lamos are 
planning to go to Germany in 1997 with 
MTW missions to work an,ong the Kurds. 
Jud has also accepted the position of re­
gional director of MTW for a large, 
unread1ed area of the world (including Cen­
tral Asia). 

77 Samuel Cheung works at the 
New York City Board of Educa­
tion as an educational analyst, re­

cruiting teachers for the school system. 
(Those interested may contact him at (800) 
TEACH-NY for information.) Besides being 
a board member of the Lutheran Medical 
Center Sunset Park Health Council and the 
Kings County District Attorney Advisory 
Board, he is also active in the Episcopal 
Church, holding the offices of the clerk of 
the vestry of the Episcopal Church of Our 
Savior, secretary of the National Episcopal 
Asiamerica Ministry, and deputy to the Pro­
vincial Synod representing the Episcopal 
Diocese of New York. His setting of the 
Mass, Missa "Noster Salvatore", received its 
world premiere in February 1996 at the Ca­
thedral of Saint John the Divine. Last sum­
mer San, studied English medieval history 
and English renaissance music- at Cambridge 

University; in December he accompanied 
Metropolitan Opera artist Yun Deng in recital 
on the piano. In July he became a U.S. citizen. 

78 Steve Felts has been working on a 
software project called TUXEDO® 
for the last 13 years and it has 

been sold to a new start-up company, BEA 
Systems Inc. Steve was promoted to soft­
ware manager in the BEA Eastern R&D Cen­
ter, located in Liberty Corners, NJ. 

Douglas M. Strong co-authored a book 
now published called Readings in Chris­
tian Ethics: A Historical Source book. This 
book presents the most consequential eth.ical 
writings from the earliest days of Christian­
ity through the late 20th century and pro­
vides a comprehensive view of the richness 
and diversity of the Christian ethkal tradi­
tions. Douglas is associate professor of his­
tory of Christianity at Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, O.C. 

81 
Steve and Ruth (Woolsey '81) 
Strand, associate pastors at 
Houghton Wesleyan Church for 

the past seven years, together with their 
three children have embarked on a rnjssion­
ary career in Central America. ln August 
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E-mail Reminders From the E-ditor
Milieu is happy to receive your alumni news or letters to the editor at our e-mail 

addresses-milieu@houghton.edu or amcgeorge@houghton.edu. However, we won't 
print your e-mail address with your news unless you specifically request it. Of course, 
"snail" mail, faxes and phone calls are always welcome, too. 

The Alumni Office is gathering e-mail addresses for listing with conventional ad­
dresses in the next edition of the Alumni Directory. While Milieu will pass on e-mail 

addresses we receive, please send all addresses intended for that listing or requests for 
individual addresses to the Alumni Office via bcampbell@houghton.edu. 

they began a year of language school in 
Costa Rica toward the goal of participating 
in a church-planting ministry in Honduras 
in the summer of 1997. 

83 Ron and Marsha Navamanie are
returning to Nairobi to take up a 
new assignment as special assis­

tants to the vice chancellor (president) of 
Daystar University after three years in the 
Daystar U.S. office. Their work will be in de­
velopment and public relations. 

84 Deb (Skinner) Fischer accepted 
the position of director of Chris­
tian education for the First United 

Methodist Church of Warner Robins, Ga. 
She is responsible for all educational pro­
gramming for chLLrch, spiritual develop­
ment, and fellowshjp possibilities. 

86 Gary Raduns, a Manchester Col­
lege assistant professor of math­
ematical sciences, has been ac­

cepted in NExT-IN, the Indiana component 
of Project NExT. Project NExT is a program 
designed to introduce new or recent Ph.D.s 
in the mathematical sciences to the broad 
range of roles that face new faculty mem­
bers. Gary completed his Ph.D. and his 
master's degree at the State University of 
New York. 

88 Paul Cornell has been granted
tenure at Lowville and looks for­
ward to completing the master's 

program at Potsdam, NY. He and his wife, 
Dawn (Dean '88), are the parents of three 
girls under the age of five. 

Ruth (Holt) Good became a mother of 
quintuplets in January of 1995-all were 
born extremely healthy. Prior to Ruth's preg­
nancy, she taught elementary music for six 
years in Maryland and received her 
master's degree in music education from 
Towson State, Md. Ruth and her husband, 
Dave, live in Southern York, Pa., where Ruth 
is busy being a homemaker and mom. 

Pete Hise is the pastor of outreach at 
First Alliance Church in Lexington. His wife, 
Jacki (Corey '88), is di.rector of Birthright of 
Lexington, KY., a crisis-pregnancy center. 
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Kimberly Kad.ziolka lives in Buffalo 
where she is the program coordinator/ case 
manager for three community residences at 
People, Inc. Kim plans to pursue a master's 
degree in counseling in the near future. 

Michael Lightner finished rus M.S. de­
gree in educational technology at Barry Uni­
versity in Miami, Fla. He will be moving 
with his wi.fe, Sonya '88, and their daughter 
to WilJoughby, OH, where Michael wilJ be 
director of technology at The Andrews 
School. 

Kathy (Fisher) Meloon lives in 
Batavia, NY, with her husband, Pau� and 
their daughter. Kathy is a full-time mom 
and remains active in the Cerace Baptist 
Church. 

Patty (Hewes) O'Keefe is a large­
group insurance underwriter with T:he Pru­
dential. She and her husband, Mike, are 
enjoying their son and have also purchased 
a home in East Hanover, NJ. 

Brad and Amy (Gainer '88) Runfola 
Live in Camden, NY, where Amy teaches 
third grade. Brad works as a paralegal for 
Petrone and Petrone, Esq., in Utica, NY. 

89 Bill McLeod was promoted to 
program assistant at the National 
Main Street Center of the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation in Washing­
ton, D.C., where he works on revitalizing 
America's historic downtowns. He is now in 
charge of the Great American Main Street 
Award, which awards five towns annually 
for their outstanding revitalization efforts. 
Bill also volunteers for Filrnfest DC, 
Washington's international film festival, 
where he is head volunteer, organizer, and 
ticket coordinator for over 26,000 patrons. 90 Jim Bolich has completed his first 

year as the associate pastor at the 
ChUich of the United Brethren in 

Christ in Franklin, Pa. He is responsible for 
the children, youth, music, worship, and 
drama ministries as well as some preaching. 
Jim has received his local conference license 
and continues to pursue the master of divin­
ity degree. 

Edward Kennett, previously serving 
with the Lancaster County (Pa.) district 

attorney's office, has joined the law firm of 
Sprague and Lewis in Lancaster. 

91 Don and Sue (Lamont '88)
Dutton just purchased their first 
home in Cuba, NY. Don is work­

ing for the Head Start program in Belmont, 
NY, and Sue is substitute teaching while at­
tending classes toward a master's degree. 

David Fairley has been named pro­
gram director for Sea & Summit, a division 
of YWAM (Youth with a Mission) in Santa 
Barbara, Calif. David will become the over• 
all base director in the fall. 

Margaret (Lyon) Smith received her 
master's degree in vocal performance from 
Binghamton University this past May. She 
will return to her teaching position in 
Greene, NY, this September. Margaret di­
rects the choir at she and her husband's 
home church, Union Center Clvistia.n i.n 
Endicott, NY. She can be reached on-line at: 
msmith7696@aol.com. 

Edward Kennett '90 



92 Greg and Charlene (Kliewer '92)
Hitchcock have moved from Ver­
mont to the base of the San Ber­

nardino Mow1tains in Southern California. 
Charlene will be teaching bilingual third 
grade in the Riverside Public School District 
and Greg will be teaching high-school En­
glish to "at-risk" students at the private/ 
emotional-growth school called CEDU, as 
well as leading occasional wilderness trips. 
Both are beginning graduate work. 

Keith and Amaris (0rleman '94) Lynip 
are living in the Philippines where they 
teach in an international school in what once 
was the U.S. naval base at Subic Bay, but 
now is an international business zone. Keith 
teaches secondary English and history 
classes whiJe Amaris teaches a sixth-grade 
English class, works in the library, and as­
sists in the ESL program. 

93 Eric and Alice (Putney '89) Car­
penter are living in Springfield, 
Ga., wh.ere both are working in 

the public school system. Alice teaches high­
school Spanish, and Eric is a school psy­
chologist in three elementary schools after 
having earned his M.A. and certificate of ad­
vanced studies in school psychology from 
Alfred University. They are living near 
Eric's parents, Victor '63 and Charlotte 
(Woodard '63) Carpenter. 

Matthew D. Pickering graduated from 
Asbury Theological Semi.nary during the 
institution's 73rd commencement service. He 
was one of 139 students who earned a master 
of divinity degree, a program designed pri· 
marily for students preparing for parish min­
istry. Matthew plans to move to 
Pennsylvania and pastor the Llncoh1 Falls 
and Millview Wesleyan churches in the 
Penn-Jersey District of The Wesleyan Omrd1. 

94 Mike Gaffney was promoted in 
January to assistant controller of 
Process Tedmologies headquar­

tered in Boulder, Colo. He manages account­
ing functions for fill International 
(specializing in the manufacturing of surface 
mount printed circuit board solder cream 
stencils with divisions in NY, Calif., and Lil.); 
and Cencorp (the leader in depaneling sys­
tems that route individual printed circuit 
boa.rds from assembled master panels, Boul­
der, Colo.). Mike's wife, Tammy(Marshall 
'93), continues to work full time as an ad­
ministrative assistant at D0Vatron Manu.{ac­
turing Colorado, a sister company lo 
Cenoorp and TRI International. 

Bryan and Kim (Roberts '93) Ly nip 
spent their fist year of marriage in Queens 
where Bryan had been teaching language 
arts in a d1.ristian sd1ool. Kim joined him at 
the school and worked as the lunchroom su­
pervisor, after-school teacher, and assistant 
to the guidance counselor. They ace now liv­
ing in North Carolina where Bryan will be 
teaching ESL and Kim will be teaching in a 
learning center in Charlotte. 

In Memoriam 
'55 Dr. David N. Birtwistle died Sun­

day, March 10, 1996, at the age of 63. Ile did 
his doctoral studies at Pensicola Christian 
College; received his master's degree from 
Temple University and was the head master 
at Bensalem Baptist school for 26 years. 
David was a veteran of the U.S. Army and a 
member of the Bensalem Baptist Church 
and the Gideons International. He spent 15 
years in public education (music) and five 
years as office manager for Community 
Care Center-an in-home health care pro­
gram. David is survived by his wife, 
Mildred (Ivins '61); three daughters; a son; 
and four grandchildren. Memorial gifts 
may be made to the Bensalem Baptist 
Church and School, 3351. Richlieu Rd., 
Bensalem, PA 19020. 

'92 Steven J. Crandall died unexpect­
edly June 15, 1996, at Memorial HospHal of 
Burlington County in Mt. Holly, NJ. Steven 
attended Asbury Theological Seminary (Ky.), 
receiving his master of divinity degree in 
1995. He was finishing his first year of ser­
vice as pa�tor of the First Wesleyan Churd1 in 
Florence, NJ, at Lhe lime of his death. He was 
in the process of applying to Ph.D. programs, 
hoping one day to return to academia as a 
religion professor. He was ordained in The 
Wesleyan Church and an active member of 
the local ministerial association. 

As a Houghton student, Steven volun­
teered his tec.hnical expertise at college radio 
station WJSL. His Houghton professors 
remember Steven for his intensity in the 
classroom and ms willingness to ask the 
tough questions in the pursuit of under­
standing. Steven and arl major Shelly 
Gendel! '92 met at Houghton and Married 
two days before graduation. They moved 
later that summer lo Asbury to begin semi­
nary. Shelly notes, "Many seminary stu­
dents and pastors make the mistake of 
devoting so much time lo studies and 
church work that they neglect their families. 
That was never the case with Steve." De­
spite working two jobs and the heavy de­
mands of seminary coursework, Steven 
always made time for her and their infant 
daughter, Eryn (born Februa.ry 1995.) 

Besides his wife, Steven is survived by 
an infant daughter; parents Rev. Edward '60 
and Lois (s) Crandall (Elmira, NY); two 
sisters; and a brother. Memorial gifts to help 
Shelly and Eryn can be sent to Shelly at her 
new address: 16 Cliff St., Auburn, ME 042.10. 

Down the Aisle 

'31 Rev. Russell W. Frase Sr. died May 
2, 1996, at his home. He served as pastor at 
several Wesleyan churches in PA, VT, and 
NY in the Champlain and Allegheny Dis­
tricts over a period of 42 years, retiring in 
1975. Russell enjoyed his family, music, 
woodworking, and he was an avid gar­
dener. Survivors include his wife, Ruth 
(West '32 Frase; four sons, Rev. James '57, 
Robert, Russell Jr., and Royal; three daugh­
ters, Rachel (Frase '55) Bower, Faith (Frase 
'60) Hewitt, Evelyn Elliot; one brother; 16 
grandchildren; and 11 great grandchildren. 

(S) Arthur F. Mason, who worked as 
Houghton custodian from 1970-1980, died 
ApriJ 16, 1996, in Brooksville, FL. He was 
76. Arthur served in the Army Air Corp in
Africa and Italy during WWII. Upon his
return from service, he met Wanda Jensen
and they married in 1946. While raising his
young famiJy, Art attended the University of 
Buffalo, In 1962 he became a Christian at a 
Tack Wyrtzen rally in Buffalo. Art enjoyed
sports and singing in the church choir. He
was active in Boy Scouts and served as a 
troop leader and district commissioner. ln
1990, Art and Wanda retired to Wesleyan 
Vtllage in Brooksville, FL. Art volunteered
in the dining room there and also assisted in
the nursing home ministry. Surviving a.re
his wife, Wanda (who worked in
I loughton' s finance office), son, l'aul Mason
'71; a daughter, Wendy (Mason '72) Ferns;
ai,d three grandchildren.

'52 Charles S. Scott Jr. died April 23, 
1996. He received ms theological degree at 
Eastern Baptist Seminary (Philadelphia, PA). 
Charles served as pastor for the following 
churches: First Baptist Church of Mount 
Vision - NY, First Baptist Church of South 
I Jannibal • NY, Riverview Baptist Church of 
New Eagle - PA, First Baptist Church of 
Springdale· PA, Mooncrest Baptist Church 
of Coraopolis - PA, Barnes Memorial Baptist 
Church of Clarksburg · WV, Pirst Baptist 
Church of Glenville· VolV, and Clavary 
Baptist Church of Ravenswood • WV. He is 
survived by widow, Emma Lou Medley 
Scott; a daughter; a son; two brothers, James 
'58 and Thomas; and two grandchildren. 

'87 Rev. James L. Spencer died June 1, 
1996, in his home after 10 years on dialysis 
and two kidney transplants. He was an 
assistant pastor at I lumboldt Parkway 
Baptist Church (Buffalo, NY). James was a 
voluntee.r for many community organiza­
tions and held positions that included office 
assistant for the Community Action 0rgani-

Kenneth '95 & Cheri (Clendaniel '95) Atkinson 
SCQtt '94 & Jenni.fur (Adams '95) Fasick 

4-20-96
6-15-96

7-1-95
5-27-95
7-6-96

6-15-96
9-9-95

David '86 & Laura (Mercadante '95) Mee 
Ed '95 & l3ecki (Watkins '95) SchuurmlJ.)1 
Paul & Margaret (Lyon '91) Smith 
Tom & Susan (Howe '90) Spisz 
Edward & Lisa (Faw '93) Wolf 
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Charting a Good Church 
Trip, by Morris.Inch '49, Brentwood 
Christian Press, Columbus, Ga., 103 
pages. Professor emeritus at Wheaton 
College (Ill.) and former president of the 
Institute of Holy Land Studies (Jerusa­
lem, Israel), Inch has authored 12 books 
and co-edited three. This book delves 
into the reasons people report for leav­
ing church and what can be done about 
it. A free copy is available for church 
and school libraries. Requests may be 
sent to the author at 349 Eagle Rock 
Circle, Russellville, AR 72801. 

zation from 1987-1990, assistant-on-staff of 
Ministerial Protestant Church Service for the 
Hamlin Terrace Health Care Center from 
1984-1986, and initiator and coordinator of 
Legitimate Food Shelf at Humboldt Park­
way Baptist Church from 1981-1986. He 
was honored with the Outstanding Yow,g 
Men of American Award in 1988 and also

received the Travenol Artificial Organs 
Division Recognition Award for Pioneering 
Efforts during the development of continu­
ous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis in the 
last 1980s. Survivors include five sons; his 
mother; his ex-wife; one brother; two sisters; 
and four grandchildren. 

(S) Ruth Junia Steese died May JO,
1996. She received her B.A. degree from the 
University of Nebraska, and her master's in 
cl,oral music at the Eastman School of Music 
(NY) in 1933. She had a long and distin­
guished career in music. Ruth taught music 
at Houghton where she met her husband 
Paul, to whom she wa.s married 65 years. 
She also taught music in the local school 
system and was the Director of Music for 
the Penfield School System. She was a 
former board member of the Eastman 
School of Music and was a member of Who's 
Who of American Women. Ruth and Paul 
moved to Akron (OH) in 1988 where she 
was a member of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and served on the Board of Elders. 
She was predeceased by her parents, seven 
brothers and sisters, and two sons. Survi­
vors include her husband, Paul '27, and two 
granddaughters. Interment was at the 
Houghton cemetery and memorial gifts may 
be made to the Paul Steese Scholarship 
Fund at Houghton College; Bethany 
Children's Home, Talakag, Phillipines; or 
the Pioneer Camp, Port Sydney, Ont, 
Canada P0B lL0. 

'83 Elizabeth J. White, who had taught 
music education an.d conducted the 
women's choir at Gorden College, 
(Wenham, MA) since 1989, died June 21, 
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1996. She had completed course work for 
her Ph.D. at Texas Tech University where 
she had earlier completed her master of 
music education. Funeral services were 
conducted at First Congregational Church of 
Hamilton where Elizabeth had been music 
and choir director. Gorden College plans a 
memorial service upon the return of its 
students and faculty in the fall. Survivors 
include her parents and three brothers. 
Memorial gifts may be made to the Massa­
chusetts Music Educators Association. 

'32 George W. Wolfe died January 13, 
1996, at the age of 85. He received a 
master's degree from the University of 
Rochester and completed work from 
Geneseo, University of Buffalo, Cornell, and 
Columbia for a doctoral degree. Dr. Wolfe 
taught elementary school, served 18 years as 
a chief school administrator, and served as 
superintendent of schools for the Albion 
Central School District for 13 years (NY). 
He was very active in community affairs 
serving as presidents of the Swan Library 

Board, the Cobblestone Society, and the 
Clifton Springs Rotary Club. He was a 
Rotarian for 55 years, a member of the 
Renovation LodgeNO. 97 F&AM for 40 
years. George was active in Boy Scouts, a 
member of the executive committee, state 
committee and the national committee of 
the YMCA. He was past president of the 
American Red Cross, United Fund, past 
Chairman of the Protestant Religious Board 
of Brockport State College (NY), member of 
the Advisory Commjttee to the Education 
Department of the University of Rochester 
and Treasurer of the State School Adminis­
trators. George was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church of Albion. He is 
survived by a daughter; a son; many grand­
children; several nieces; nephews; and cous­
ins. Memorial gifts may be made to the First 
United Methodist Church of Albion; Hospice 
of Orleans County, PO Box 489, Albion, NY 
14411; Lewiston Trail Council B.S.A., 7121 
Rochester Rd., Lockport, NY 14094. 
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December 5-9, 1996 
When the rest of America is covered in tinsel and garland, 

come with us to Colonial Williamsburg's celebration of Christmas, 
which is unlike any other. Witness holiday fireworks splashing 
across the sky during the spectacular Grand Illumination of the 
restored area. Delight in the joyous sounds of the season from 
strolling carolers or a concert at the Bruton Parish Church. Study 
leader Dr. Katherine (Walberger '43) Lindley will engage our think­
ing on colonial society and its unique customs. In addition to the 
historic capital, we will tour Jamestown, Yorktown, and Carter's 
Grove. This is a wonderful opportunity to enhance your celebra­
tion of Christmas. 
Price: $400 if you meet us in Williamsburg* 

$520 if you travel with us via motorcoach** 
*per person based on double occupancy
**The motorcoach will depart from West Seneca, NY, and make a few
pickup stops enroute.

For detailed information about this and other proposed tours, 
contact Stephen Bariteau at 800-777-2556. 
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� October 
1-31
4-6

Art Exhibit: Ben Fra k Moss III, paintings and drawings 
Homecoming Week nd 

4
5
11-12

Founders' Day Con rocation, 10 am 
Parade, 11 am; * Arti t Series: Amherst Saxophone Quartet, 8 pm 
Upperclassmen Par nts' Weekend 

11
12
14
19-21
25-27
25
28-Nov 1

Art Lecture/ Recept on 6:30 pm 
Philharmonia-Choi Concert 
**Encounter Day 
October Break 
Freshmen Parents' eekend 
Wind Ensemble Cm cert 
New Vision Week Dr. James Pleudemann, S.T.M. 

November 
1 *Artist Series: Buffa o Philharmonic, Houghton Choral Union
5 Ken Medema Cone rt with selected Houghton music students
1-30 Art Exhibit: The Flo ence Portfolio
7-9 Drama: The Glass M '1rngerie, Academy, Tysinger Auditorium

11 
13 
16 
18 
20 
22 
23 
27-Dec 1

(Sat. Matinee at 2 pm) 
**Encounter Day 
Young Performers eries, 8:15 pm 
Jazz Ensemble Con ert 
Piano Concert-Sa Rotman 
Flute Ensemble Cm cert, 8:15 pm 
CAB Concert-Ric Mullins 
Philharmonia Cone 
Thanksgiving Brea 

December 
1 
5,6 
6 
13 
15 
21-Jan 7

"Tickets required 

Art Exhibit: Alyson Leach 
Madrigal Dinners, :30 pm 
Gallery Talk/Reception 7:00 pm 
Wind Ensemble 
Houghton College hristmas Concert, 6:30 pm 
Christmas Break 

_______ __,,,-· 

.. Encounter Days are s11ecial Admission days set aside j<lr high-sdw<ll juniors and smiors to z,isit Houghton 
College. If you know a Christia,1 yo11ng person ll' 10 would /1enefit fn>m seeing the ca111p11s, please fell them about 
these dates or have them call the college at 800-71 7-2556. 

Unless otherwise noted, programs are in Wesley liape/ at 8:V0 pm 

Upcoming Alumni Ch pter Meetings 
Denver, CO (noon)........................ . ................................................. October 12 
Colorado Springs, CO .................. . ................................................. October 12 
Pittsburgh, PA (Carnegie Museu ) ............................................... October 19 
Albany, NY (noon) ........................ . ................................................. November 2 
Syracuse, NY ................................. .. ................................................ November 2 



W
hether he's meeting members of Parliament in Cyprus, Bulgaria, Greece and 
Turkey, or serving on the Action Council for Peace in the Balkans, or nego­
tiating between the Russian Orthodox Church and American evangelicals or 

counseling young professionals in Washington, D.C., the motivation for Burnett 
Thompson '49 remains the same: to learn to love and serve God. 

With this simple yet powerful base he has become a facilitator for discussions 
among diverse groups, __ _, demonstrating how Jesus Christ can liber-

ate and bring together people of dispar­
ate historical and religious traditions. 

For Thompson to acquire such 
status, one might expect to see a care­
fully orchestrated climb up the profes­
sional ladder. Instead, believing that 
one's gifts are determined by others 
rather than by self, this Bible major's 
journey has included a 10-year com­
mitment to church planting, a stint in 
the business world and a position as 
administrative assistant for a 
congressman. 

In each role, influences of 
such Houghton College faculty as 
Dr. Bert Hall, who challenged him 
to think systematically in follow­
ing beliefs and assumptions to 
conclusions, and Dr. Claude Ries, 

who communicated a basic spiritual perspec­
tive, have been evident. At Houghton, and with each new experi-

ence, Thompson has learned to communicate-never handing down judgments, 
but listening intently, then asking incisive questions that stimulate clear thinking 
about issues and motivations. 

Burnett Thomp�on. Centered on Christ, Listener. Facilitator.

We salute him and thousands of Houghton alumni who make a difference in com­
munities around the world. 

Pl<h\se mtke •ny ,ddrt'!� corradions below. Thar oil tnd f\?h.1m new 11.nd otd addrt."SS la�ls to 
Add MS Ch•ng,s. Alun,nl Offi«, Houghton Coll;,,g,. PO Box 128, Houahton. NY, H74'1-0l28. 

__________ Sta� ___ Zlp __ _ 
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tBXNGBPS *************5-0IGIT 14717 
i0815210t 

MR. I MRS. MIKE SMITH 
�iR .1. BOX :J5R 
CA�E�DE� NY 14717-9710 
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