
snacks, games, some
arts and crafts, and a
VBS photo booth.”
Senior Linette Tay-

lor, who will be re-
turning this semester
as part of the SPOT
band, shares her ex-
citement for the event,
saying, “This is my
third time being a part
of SPOT band. It's so
much fun to get to
make some music with
my friends that isn't
part of my classes! I
really look forward to
it every semester.”
As hall brawl winds

to a close, students can
look forward to vaca-
tion bible SPOT! Not
only is it an opportu-
nity to support fellow
students, but it also is
a time to unwind and
have a laugh with
friends. Any student
can come, and are all
welcomed. ★

time for students to dis-
play all types of talents
and creative projects.
And, as Hall Brawl week
comes to a close this
week, the winners of the
competition will be an-
nounced as part of the
SPOT programming.
Zimmerman talks

about the upcoming
SPOT saying, “This
year's theme is Vacation
Bible Spot, based on Va-
cation Bible School that
I'm guessing many of us
attended as kids. The
music will be rocking -
expect versions of some
Veggie Tales songs like
you've never heard be-
fore. The videos will be
funny- ever wonder
where the giant H on the
quad came from? Or
what it's like to go into
Paine as a non-STEM
major?And there will be
interactive activities that
you might just get to be
a part of throughout!
Along with the After
Spot Sale in the Campus
Store, the fun will con-
tinue at a late night After
Party in the main level
of the CC. Think: lots of

Tomorrow night at 10
p.m. in the Wesley
Chapel, one of the big-
gest Houghton events
returns! Hosted by Ju-
nior Julianna Capone
and Senior Anna Zim-
merman , this year's
SPOT is bringing us all
the way back to vaca-
tion bible school, with
student videos, live mu-
sic, assorted shenani-
gans, and more!
As many students

know, SPOT is a big tra-
dition at Houghton. Ev-
ery semester, students
gather for a wild ride of a
variety show with all
kinds of acts relating to a
theme. No two SPOTs are
the same, so it is always
interesting to see what
students come up with
each year, which also
makes SPOT a perfect

JAX JOHNSON (‘23)

Zimmerman [left] and Capone [right] COURTESY OF JULIANA CAPONE

SPOT
RETURNS!

See HOUGHTON BUFFALO page #2

unfortunately Houghton
University is a victim of
this wave.”
Dadaian, as well as sev-

eral students, remarked on
the impact of surrounding
schools in the Buffalo area
on the closing of Houghton
Buffalo.

“I was thinking about
furthering my education af-
ter my two year degree, but
now I don’t know what to
do,” states David Elliot, a
sophomore.
Many of the students

from Houghton Buffalo ex-
press deep concern for the
branch’s closure. In partic-
ular, Desiree Radford has
decided to take full course
loads for both semesters of
2023, as well as a summer
session to complete her de-
gree by the winter.
“Even though President

Lewis promised that we
would all be able to com-
plete our degree plan,”
Radford says, “I just don’t
have faith in that promise
anymore.”
Radford also expresses

the worries of the student
body of Houghton Buffalo,
stating “I am left to wonder
why minorities always get

of loss because they are in-
tensely motivated by a
strong sense of mission to
serve students.”
Student Financial Ser-

vices Specialist Ginny
Dadaian also remarks on
this sense of loss, showing
true passion in her re-
sponses.
“I love Houghton Uni-

versity,” she exclaimed.
“All across the US, private
and public colleges and
universities are struggling,

falo… Houghton remains
steadfastly committed to
our current students… and
we will serve them through
completion of their
Houghton degrees.”
Interim Dean of

Houghton University Buf-
falo Steve Strand describes
the loss that is felt by fac-
ulty, staff, and students
alike, saying that “They
[Faculty and Staff] are very
committed to the work
here… [they] feel a sense

creasingly more difficult.
According to President
Lewis, “[Houghton Buf-
falo] was notified on Dec.
27, 2022 that it would not
be approved as an Exten-
sion Center.” If Houghton
were to continue the fight
for approval, the master
plan for the entire Univer-
sity would have to change.
He states at the conclu-

sion of his letter that
“while we will no longer
admit new students in Buf-

On Jan. 23, 2023, Presi-
dent Lewis visited
Houghton University Buf-
falo and announced that
they would not be accept-
ing any new students to the
commuter campus. It was
first opened in 2014, and
this news has come as a
shock to many. In a letter
published on Jan. 24, he
explains the reasons behind
the decision.

The Buffalo Exten-
sion Site was not approved
to become a Center when
President Lewis first ap-
plied for it to become one
in 2021. Part of the process
for it to be approved was
consulting existing col-
leges and universities
within the city of Buffalo.
Erie Community Col-

lege, Buffalo State Col-
lege, and Niagara County
Community College ob-
jected to Houghton Buf-
falo, thinking that
Houghton’s approval
would be, as President
Lewis paraphrased, “detri-
mental to existing institu-
tions” in the area.
Due to this kind of back-

lash in Buffalo, approval
was halted and made in-

SARAH BURTON (‘23)

Houghton Buffalo students and faculty gather for picture COURTESY OF JANNATUL NOSHIN
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CORRECTION:

Houghton Buffalo from page #1

In our March 10, issue, there was a typo
that referred to Dr. Dibble as Dr. Gibble
in the Houghton Choir Tour article

the short end of the stick.
I am very happy being at
Houghton Buffalo, but I
don’t feel like I am a part
of Houghton University.
So, I am very sickened by
this decision.”
Many students from

Houghton Buffalo are
deeply concerned about
the future of their educa-
tion and the lack of re-
sources they have now,
upon hearing of the clos-
ing of their school. Trans-
portation is an issue for
several and there is a dis-
tinct lack of trust many
feel, with many saying the
student body wasn’t
aware or involved until
the visit made by Presi-
dent Lewis.
The closing of

Houghton University Buf-
falo shocked many in the
community. It has also
challenged the commu-
nity, with many mixed
feelings from faculty,
staff, and students about
the situation. Its lasting
impact has yet to be seen,
with some expressing
hope for the future and
others suffering from a se-
vere sense of grief and
discontent. ★
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Dear Reader,
Like many of you, the STAR Staff was surprised by

President Lewis’ news that the Mosaic Multicultural Center
would not be opening next year. Hoping to provide insight on
the decision to the student population, we began preparations
to write an article about the news for this week’s edition of the
STAR.

However, we realized that due to how recent the news
is, and how fast the article would have had to be written, we
would have been unable to cover it with the care and attention
that we feel like such an important topic would require, and
thus made the difficult decision to wait to publish it until it is
complete, in order to provide our team more time to meet with
people and leaders on campus as well as gather more informa-
tion and views from the Student Body themselves.

The Houghton STAR has always been the voice of the
Student Body. As such, it is important that we include you in
the conversation as well. Below this brief letter is a QR Code
leading to a Survey about your views on the Mosaic Center’s
closing. We would love to have as many students as possible
participate in order to have a view from the Student Body as
a whole about the effects of this decision.

Thank you for your understanding, and we apologize for
the delay in such an important topic.

If you have any questions, or would like to provide
deeper insight into your perspective on the situation, reach
out to us at STAR@houghton.edu.

Thank you,
Josh Carpenter
Victoria Hock
& Christian Welker

The Mosaic Center

Tell us how you feel

All responses will remain
anonymous unless The STAR is
given your permission to use

your name.

Send the Completed Sudokus to
STAR@houghton.edu to join our Puzzle

Leaderboard.

Solutions will be printed in the next copy of
the STAR

Puzzles

Sudoku

Last Week’s Solution

Difficulty: Fiendish
PROVIDED BY SUDOKUOFTHEDAY.COM
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Fish Fridays

Do you know what Dean
Jordan means when he talks
about Lent? While the an-
cient practice may not be
present in all denominations,
there are some, namely
Catholics, Anglicans,
Lutherans, and Orthodox,
along with some former
members of these denomina-
tions and many other stu-
dents who desire to follow
this traditional Christian sea-
son of penance, abstinence,
and fasting.
When I first came to

Houghton, I expected that it
would be easy to maintain
this practice of my faith,
namely the exclusion of all
meat on Fridays throughout
Lent, with the exception of
fish and other seafoods, such
as shrimp. However, the din-
ing hall did not make this
easy, with the poor selection
of products that do not in-

clude meat being restricted
to salads, cheese pizza, and
the minuscule vegan section.
Often this results in students
not receiving enough pro-
tein. Think of the athlete that
only has those options on
game day. Does anyone re-
ally think that would go
well? “It’s really hard as an
athlete to not have any pro-
tein on what are typically
game days when I’m in-sea-
son. Even if fish or seafood
of some sort was offered at
lunch and not necessarily
dinner on Fridays, it would
allow those who observe
Lent to get some much-
needed protein in their sys-
tems prior to competing in
the afternoons…it is offered
enough in the dining hall al-
ready that simply aligning
those days with Fridays
seems reasonable,” says
Jackson Medeiros, a sopho-
more pitcher on the

Houghton baseball team.
The realization of this

fact was very disappointing
to a number of students who
observe Lent, including my-
self. I thought that a Chris-
tian university which claims
to be open to students of a

variety of different tradi-
tions, which claims on the
What We Believe page that
this diversity has led to
“wonderful and sometimes
heated discussions across
campus, in classrooms, and
in the coffee shop!” would
not make it difficult for
members of the Christian
family to observe their tradi-
tions. But sadly, with the cur-
rent meal setup, they have

made it a challenge nonethe-
less.
Thinking about it,

Houghton does serve fish,
shrimp, and other hearty
meal options that would be
perfect for those observing
Lent, but despite years of

asking, Metz has refused to
make a change to help these
students in their faith jour-
neys. Even McDonald’s, a
secular company, created the
Filet-O-Fish to provide food
to those observing Lent. It
does not sound all that radi-
cal to me: take the fish or
shrimp that are served
throughout the week and
serve them on Fridays in-
stead. Even something like
pierogis and those mini pret-
zels would work (something
I would certainly enjoy). Of
course, there was shrimp
served on a recent Friday for
supper, but this has not been
a common occurrence, since
lunch that day did not have a
Lenten meal as well, even
though there was fish served
on Monday and Thursday
that could have been served
on Friday instead. A Metz
employee told me that there
is a five-week schedule of
meals, and considering Lent
lasts for 6 weeks, it is cer-
tainly possible for this to be
properly planned ahead of
time.
When speaking with other

students, there has been con-
fusion towards the actions of
Metz and the university and
compassion shown towards
those observing Lent. “It
seems like a reasonable ex-
pectation that Metz would
make the requested accom-
modation for students engag-
ing in this spiritual practice,”
says Gabe Huizenga, a The-
ology major.
Houghton certainly has a

strong community (yes, I
said the magic word) of stu-
dents and staff that supports
the different Christian tradi-
tions that are present at this
university, so this is not a
knock at them, but simply a
request for Metz and the uni-
versity to help students ac-
commodate their religious
traditions.
For years students have

put up comments on the sug-
gestion board and asked if
Metz would provide accom-
modations for them over
Lent. Though the Metz em-
ployee mentioned above has
brought this up with Metz
themself and claims that they
seem open to the change, I
also brought up the issue at
the Student Council meeting
on Monday, and they assured
me that they will bring the
situation up with Metz as
well. However, I was also
told not to expect a change
from Metz. While I hope that
is not the case, I would not
be surprised if nothing were
to change, though I am im-
mensely thankful that the
student council was willing
to bring this up to support
members of the student body.
If there is fish served to-

day, then that will be a wel-
come surprise, even though
this is a day of exemption
from the season for Catholics
because of the Feast of Saint
Patrick. If that is the case,
then I am very happy to have
seen it occur two weeks in a
row, but I hope that this can
be applied throughout all of
Lent in the future so that stu-
dents can more easily live
out their faith traditions on
campus. ★

Ethan McCarthy is a Sopho-
more studying adolescent ed-
ucation and augmented his-
tory. He is interested in
history, languages, hiking,
and debating anything under
the sun.
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“Even McDonald’s created
the Filet-O-Fish to provide
food to those observing Lent.”

“Take the fish or shrimp that are
served throughout the week and serve

them on Fridays instead.”

ETHAN MCCARTHY (‘25)



Artist of the Week

Written by: Alaska Dunstan ‘25

Review
Houghton Choir Review Alyssa Lyon ‘23

This past Friday marked the final concert in the Spring 2023 Houghton
Choir tour. The theme of the tour was Christ, Our Home. The Houghton
Choir performed in 5 states before returning home to the Houghton
Chapel for the last concert in this series.
There were several memorable moments including the reading of an

original poem by Linette Taylor. Linette wrote the poem as a reflection of
the choir tour and was encouraged by other members of the choir to read
it aloud at the final performance.
There was a multitude of beautiful music performed including a com-

position by Ethan Carr, a graduate student, who also sings in the
Houghton Choir. This piece, I Went To the Woods, was conducted by Re-
bakah Scharf, a fellow graduate student who also had a solo during an-
other piece. The choir also performed pieces such as Christ theAppletree,
Here IAm, Lord, and Great is Thy Faithfulness. My personal favorite was
Roll, Jordan, Roll, an exciting song that was performed extremely well by
the Houghton Choir. The choir was conducted by Dr. Dibble for the re-
mainder of the performance.
Overall the concert was a huge success for the Houghton Choir and

was a very strong finish to the Spring 2023 tour.
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A lyssa Lyon is a senior studio art major. Be‐

fore coming to college she had never exper‐

imented with clay, or ceramics, but since

coming to college she has fallen in love with abstract

3D art. However, she still enjoys working with any

medium: oil paint, clay, ink, watercolor, etc. “My

pieces are purposefully organic in shape reflecting the

shape and movement found in God’s creation. Re‐

cently, in a departure from my usually large 3D work,

I’ve ventured into the world of watercolor. Working

mostly on bird and plant studies., I believe that God

created everyone of us unique and with care, and I

hope to reflect that love in all the types of art I make.”


