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2024 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

DANIELLE SKINNER (‘27)

The 2024 presidential
election took many peo-
ple by surprise in one
way or another. From
President Joe R. Biden,
Jr.’s withdrawal and en-
dorsement of Vice Presi-
dent Kamala D. Harris to
assassination attempts on
former President Donald
J. Trump to two disas-
trous debates with two
different candidates, the
chaos of this election
never seemed to stop.

Trump gained 312
electoral votes compared
to Harris’ 226; 270 elec-
toral votes are required to
win an election. Looking
at the popular vote,
Trump had 75,457,103
votes, which is over 3
million more than Harris’
72,314,659. Jill Stein, of
the Green Party won the
most third party votes,
with 730,939 votes, about

American Flag
0.5% of the popular vote.
This year, approximately
244  million Americans
were eligible to vote with
around 150 million voting,
compared to over 158 mil-
lion in the 2020 presiden-
tial election (Bipartisan
Policy Center).
The swing states of
Georgia, North Carolina,

Pennsylvania, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Nevada and
Arizona played a key role
in this year’s election.
These states leaned Re-
publican, deciding Trum-
p’s victory. Not only did
Trump win over all the
swing states, he also kept
all the states that he held
in 2020.

COURTESY OF LUKE MICHAEL UNSPLASH

Trump will take office
on January 20, 2025
making him the second
president to serve two
non-consec utive terms;
the first being Grover
Cleveland in 1892. At 78
years old, Trump will be
one of the two oldest
presidents in US history
by the end of his term,

and the only president to
be elected after being im-
peached. Additionally, he
won the most decisive Re-
publican  victory  since
George H. W. Bush in 1988.

In  her concession
speech, Harris asked
Democrats to accept the
results of the election,
“When we lose an elec-
tion, we accept the re-
sults,” and presented a
message of a peaceful
transfer of power, stating
that she “would not give
up the fight.”

Politics and Philosophy
major Raychel Yost ‘27 ex-
pressed an important mes-
sage that echoes the atmos-
phere of the election,
“Don’t let your political
identity overshadow your
Christian identity, and don’t
let the election disrupt your
relationship with people. If
politics is keeping you from
loving  your neighbor,
something is wrong.” *

Lyric
Theatre:
She Loves
Mel!

JIANA MARTIN (:26)

Tonight at 7:30 p.m. the
Lyric Theatre will perform
“She Loves Me” (its sec-
ond of four shows) in
Houghton Academy’s Ty-
singer Auditorium.

“She Loves Me” is a
warm and charming ro-
mantic comedy - music by
Jerry Bock and Sheldon
Harnick and a book by Joe
Masteroff - set in a 1930s
European perfumery own-
ed by Mr. Maraczek.

Professor Amanda Cox,
Director of Houghton’s
Lyric Theatre, explained,
“It is actually based on the
same  Hungarian  play
(“Parfumerie” by Miklos
Laszlo) that inspired three
movies, including the
beloved film “You’ve Got

Lyric Theater

Mail” starring Meg Ryan
and Tom Hanks.”

The story follows two
shop clerks, Amalia Balash
and Georg Nowack, who
initially cannot stand each
other. After responding to a
“lonely heart’s advertise-
ment” in the newspaper,
they are delighted and look
forward the love letters
they exchange. However,
they do not realize they
are corresponding with

each other.

“l have had the most
wonderful time directing
this musical,” Cox added,
“many of the roles are dou-
ble cast and it has been
such a joy to see each actor
bring their own personality
and choices to the role.”

Cox chose this produc-
tion because it is her fa-
vorite musical and she had
been waiting for the right
time to put it on. She has

COURTESY OF HANNAH STURDIVANT

played the role of Amalia
twice and finds it to be a
beautiful experience di-
recting it now.

Emily Quick ‘23 is one
of the two actresses play-
ing the smart, hardwork-
ing, funny, and sometimes
unhinged Amalia.

“I see a lot of myself in
Amalia, so it’s been so
much fun getting to portray
a character that’s already
very similar to me,” Quick

commented. “It’s been great
getting to explore such a re-
latable character who feels
such a wide range of com-
plicated emotions.”

Despite the challenges,
she has enjoyed working
with a double cast because
it is fun to see how the
characters vary depending
on who’s performing.

Professor Benjamin
Lipscomb, one of the two
actors who play Mr.

Maraczek, expressed, “It’s
been a delight to work
with students [ already
knew (and some I didn’t)
as a collaborator.”

As he prepares for the
show, Lipscomb has re-
flected on his character’s
paternal relationship with
the men working under
him. He considers it essen-
tial to establish the rela-
tionship early on; other-
wise, Mr. Maracek could
come across as a jerk when
he is stressed and irritated.

Emily Hanes ‘26, who

See LYRIC THEATRE page #2
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Salvation Army Student Fellowship

LOGAN CAROLL ('26)

The Salvation Army
was created when William
and Catherine Booth saw
the poverty stricken people
in the slums of London and
felt a calling from God to
minister to them. In 1865,
the Booths created the
Christian Mission. The
mission was simple: help
those in poverty phys-
ically, and then share the
gospel and connect them
with  local  churches.
However, local churches
treated the poor as outcasts
and didn’t want them in
their congregations. So, in
1878, William and Cath-
erine decided that if other
churches wouldn’t accept
these people, they would
start a church that would
welcome them. Borrowing
from the popular military
language of the time, the
Booths set their church up
like an army, with its
mission to be a church for

people other churches
forgot about.
The Salvation Army

Student Fellowship (SA-
SF) at Houghton Uni-
versity connects students
with this same mission,
providing opportunities for
service and ministry in a
local setting.

Upon hearing “Sal-
vation Army,” it is
common to think about
thrift stores and Christmas
time bell-ringers; however,
it is more than that. At a
basic level, it is a church.

Judith Rapley, Hough-
ton Board of Trustees
member and former SASF
member, stated, “The Sal-

vation Army is more than
just a church, it has the
ability to touch the whole
person from soup and soap
to salvation.”

Rapley refers to the
motto of William Booth:
soup, soap and salvation. He
firmly believed that if
people are to be open to
hearing the gospel, they
need to have their physical
needs met.

The Salvation Army and
the SASF have maintained
Booth’s commitment to
meeting both physical and
spiritual needs. Houghton’s
SASF partners with the
Salvation Army in
Wellsville to provide ways
of meeting these needs in a
local community setting
through service op-
portunities such as nursing
home visitation, food dis-
tribution, Christmas as-
sistance and more.

Each opportunity offered
allows Christians to act on
their faith as Jesus comm-
ands in Matthew 25:40
(NIV): “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did
for me.”

The SASF provides the
space for students across
denominational lines to
partner together in ministry.

Emily Stothart, SASF
director and pastor of the
Wellsville Salvation Army,
said, “The SASF is a place
where students of all
backgrounds come together
to serve. While some of our
students attend the
Salvation Army as their
church, not all do, which is
a great thing. It allows us to
learn from those with

different ~ de-nomination
backgrounds, and it allows
those who don’t attend
The Army to see that no
matter where they end up,
there is a church they
know they can volunteer at
to serve their local
community.”

Houghton students have
long prided themselves as
being “scholar-servants,”
and the SASF also
provides  avenues for
servanthood post-
graduation. The Salvation
Army exists across the US,
as well as over 135
countries, allowing many
service opportunities far
beyond the reach of
Houghton’s campus.

Rapley stated, “The
Salvation Army has op-
portunities to serve a-
round the world... because
of the network I made
through the SASF, I was
able to serve after
graduation.”

Brynn Dixon ‘25, SASF
President, encouraged peo-
ple to check out SASF on

CampusGroups.
“We have our Christmas
Campaign coming up

which means lots of
opportunities to volunteer
in the comm-unity,” Dixon
said. “So if you have a few
hours to spare and want to
help out come stop by the
SASF office and chat with
us! Even if you don’t think
there’s something for you
to do we can always help
you find something that
you’ll like and enjoy
doing! And it helps the
community!” %

Puzzles

All sudokus provided by sudokuoftheday.com.
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plays Miss Illona Ritter,
has enjoyed the opportu-
nities to share fun mo-
ments with the cast.

“Even though we’ve
had a lot of late nights, it
truly is a joy to be able to
do this show with all of
these wonderful people,”
Hanes stated. “It’s been a
big blessing!”

Her favorite part of
bringing her character to
life has been exploring II-
lona’s journey from doubt
and insecurity to finding
love and herself.

“She starts off unsure
of herself, caught in shal-
low relationships, but by

the end, she finds her own
voice and realizes she de-
serves true happiness,”
Hanes explained.

Audiences can count
on an enjoyable evening
of laughter and smiling
tears.

“The story is so fun,
the characters hilarious
and engaging, and the mu-
sic is wonderful and will
stick in your hearts and
minds for days!” con-
cluded Cox.

“She Loves Me” will
perform a 2 p.m. matinee
tomorrow, with a final
performance at 7:30 p.m.
that same night. x
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Would you rather find your passion or your purpose?

10 (66.7%)

Passion

@ Purpose

Respondents

Current students (13); Former students (0);
Faculty/staff (2)
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Cora Paige

Hey to everyone reading
this article! I hope you are
having a great Friday, and
enjoying the new day God
has given us!!

My goal in writing this
article is to share some of
my favorite reasons why
worship is amazing and an
effective way to connect
with God. Now I will not be
discussing worship as the
term for service, but in-
stead using music to relate
to Christ. Before talking
about my reasons, I would
like to give you a little
background story.

I grew up as an MK in
South America and Spain.
My parents were always
serving in churches, so I
was able to really “experi-
ment” with God and find my
special area in which I could
serve Him. I loved minister-
ing to kids, helping decorate
for events, and so much

Have an opinion
you want to share?

Why Worship?

more, until I discovered mu-
sic. My parents have had me
attend piano lessons since |
was five years old. I learned
to play classical music and
Christmas music. The mo-
ment [ started realizing I had
a “talent” for worship was
when my piano teacher
asked me what kind of mu-
sic I enjoyed listening to. At
the time, I answered with
Christian music, so she
made me think of a Chris-
tian song to sing and present
for the next lesson.

The following week, I
remember sitting down and
feeling really worried be-
cause | had no idea how my
teacher would react. As I
started playing the piano
and singing my song, my pi-
ano teacher was in literal
awe of what had just oc-
curred. When I finished the
song, she stood up and
clapped  while  smiling

“So you need to remember to
just sing out your troubles,
heartaches, and more for the
glory of God when worshiping.”

and singing (I will not give
you the exact amount of
years it has been haha).

As soon as my teacher
and myself recognized the
talent I had, it was too late to
back down. I decided for
myself that I would commit
to the talent God gave me
and not take it for granted.
Worship was my way of
connecting with God. I real-
ized that when I was anx-
ious or going through adver-

“I decided for myself that [ would com-
mit to the talent God gave me and not

take it for granted. ”

widely. She really encour-
aged me to play at my
church and sing because she
recognized the gift I have.
My teacher told my parents
about it and they were quite
proud of me. Since then, I
have been playing the piano

sities, sitting down and
playing the piano calmed
my troubled heart; and it is
my way of deeply connect-
ing with Him. I simply can-
not count on my fingers the
many opportunities I had in
churches all around the
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world to worship.

Now to give you a list of
reasons as to why worship is
effective to God. (1) It is an
intimate thing with Christ,
(2) strengthens your faith,
and (3) you do not have to
have a talent in music to
worship God. Whether it be
singing Christian music in
your room or worshiping in
your church, you are doing
an intimate thing. I cannot
express with words how
worship touches your spiri-
tual heart and what that feels
like. To me I feel bubbly and
warm, because I know that
God has plans for me; to
you, it might feel or look
different, and that is totally
fine! Worship strengthens
your faith and widens your
perspective on what God
can do for you. Worship en-
courages me to read the
Bible more often and come
to the altar everyday.

There are so many songs
that talk differently about
God. For me, I love songs
that are spiritually lyrical in
the sense that they convey
emotions when coming to
the altar of Christ. Chris-
tians songs should be full of
Biblical verses, and when
you read those verses it is
like God is speaking to you.
I remember one time that I
was listening to “Take Me
Back” by Maverick City
Music, and I started bawling
my eyes out. I was so so
touched by the Holy Spirit
and by God that I could not
hold myself together. I am
typically not an emotional

person, but when it comes to
worship, I am a cryer! This
song spoke to me because I
related to it at the moment.

Lastly, you do not need
to be good at music in order
to worship! I know so many
people who think they can-
not sing (my dad haha), and
acknowledge they are doing
it for the Lord. I do not
mean go on stage and sing
horribly, but instead I am
implying that it is all about
where your heart is at. God
knows you and loves you,
but you have to allow Him
to come into your life. You
are the one that opens the
door! So you need to re-
member to just sing out your
troubles, heartaches, and
more for the glory of God
when worshiping. Worship,
for me, is such a selfless
thing to do because, again,
we are doing it for Him and
not man. So [ encourage you
when you wake up or about
to go to bed, spend 5-10
minutes listening to music
and just worship. Tell God
your struggles, and ask for
His grace and peace as you
navigate the next few years
of college! I am telling you
people, it works!

Please keep in mind that
I am not saying worship is
the only way to worship, but
that worship is one way that
was the most effective for
me. You might find journal-
ing, writing poems, or other
things to be more effective,
and that is okay! As long as
you glorify God in every-
thing you do, and obey His
commandments, Big G has a
seat for you in Heaven. God
will do amazing things, just
you wait!

Anyways, have a blessed
day!! %

Cora Paige is a sopho-
more majoring in Psychol-
ogy with a concentration
in Clinical/Counseling,
and double minoring in
Equine-Assisted Therapy
and Education.
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KAITLYN AVERY // Media Editor

ABIGAIL BATES // Co-Editor-in-Chief
CALEB TIEDEMANN // Columns Editor
REBECCA DAILEY // Opinions Editor

AMANDA ZAMBRANO // Faculty Advisor

he mission of the Houghton STAR is to preserve and promote the values of
dialogue, transparency and integrity that have been the ideals of Houghton
University since its inception. This is done by serving as a medium for the
expression of student thought and as a quality publication of significant campus
news, Houghton area news, and events.

The opinions and views expressed in the Houghton STAR do not necessarily reflect the opinions and views of Houghton University or the Wesleyan Church (our sponsoring denomination).
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Andor: Season 1 (2022)

Anna Sumner (‘25)

At first glance, Andor seems
like get another Disney+ spinoff
based on a semi-important charac-
ter from another movie that few
people have seen. If you were to
make assumptions based on this
formula, Andor would be mildly
entertaining mediocrity.

Andor is not that.

Andor is a refreshingly mature
take on the Star Wars universe that
probes and deepens the franchises’
conventions by adding much-
needed nuance. It is a prequel to
Rogue One and acts as part politi-
cal drama and part spy thriller. The
only foreknowledge required for
this viewing is familiarity with the
Original and Prequel Trilogy.

ndor follows the titular char-
acter Cassian Andor, played by
Deigo Luna (reprising his role
from Rogue Onei and the rise of
the Rebellion. It takes a closer
look at the lives of (relatively) or-
dinary people under a totalitarian
ﬁpvemment (The Emglre),. and
ives into the ultimate tragility of
totalitarianism.

Andor presents the Empire and
the Rebellion less straightfor-
wardly than the Original Trilogy.
The Rebellion consists of discon-
nected acts of resistance, with the
characters being just as much ter-
rorists as freedom fighters. None
of the characters feel cliché—they
are grounded, nuanced, and con-
flicted. Even the characters on the
same side experience a range of
motivations, from the idealistic
manifesto-writing Nemik to the
cynical,  do-what-must-be-done
Luthen.

The Empire is still portrayed as
evil, but its oppression is shown in
such personal and frightening

ways that the writers must have
drawn from history. The Imperial
(or adjacent) characters span a
similar range of motives and back-
grounds. While all the characters
are compelling, I would like to es-
ecially highlight the characters of
yril Karne and Dedra Meero, and
how their desperation for power
because of their youth and lack of
status makes them especially
frightening in their cruelty.

n general, the Empire feels
frightenintg and oppressive, in a
way that few other Star Wars me-
dia captures. One particular high-
light is the scene where the TIE
Fighter flies overhead the rebel
group. It created more anxiety and
tension over a single TIE Fighter
than I’ve felt with entire space bat-
tles in other Star Wars media.

As with the rest of the Disney+
catalog, the visuals are stunning,
but Id like to complement the art
direction, as things feel gritty,
lived in, and have a certain weight
to them. Another profoundly good
aspect is the writin% and dialogue,
there are some truly breathtakin
monologues. It’s realistic an
carefully crafted, giving each
character a unique voice.

The pacing can be slow, espe-
cially in the first two episodes, as
characters and the world are estab-
lished and developed. However,
this results in multiple climatic
payoffs, and a deep understandin,
of the characters and world, wit
an incredible finale. As this is only
the first season, some character
arcs are left unfinished, but even
as-is, the show is certainly worth a
watch. *

Zachary Dean (‘27)

Greetings all, ’'m Zachary Dean. I am currently a BFA studio art major, and I am

currently in my sophomore year. I enjoy working a wide variety of mediums, but I am

probably best at miniature painting, as that is my main job when school is not in ses-

sion. But I also am quite fond of woodworking, watercolor painting, ceramics, and
oil painting. Im grateful for my family of artists who have helped me learn in so

many artistic areas. I hope all reading this article enjoy the rest of your week!




