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SOPA and PIPA Bills Go to

Washington, Public Protests
by ANDRE NELSON

On October26,2011,Texas's 21st

congressional district representative
Lamar Smith, along with a bipartisan
group of 12 initial co-sponsors,
introduced the House Bill 3261,

called the Stop Online Piracy Act
(SOPA), referred to in the Senate

as the Protect Internet Property Act
(PIPA). Soon after its introduction,
the bill caused many unexpected
ripples, with a phenomenal reaction
from the public.

January 18 marked the climax of
the opposition to this bill. Wikipedia,

among other websites, disconnected
its site altogether, leaving a dark
page with the words "Imagine a
World Without Free Knowledge."
Though many did not take such a
drastic measure as Wikipedia, 75,000
websites participated in the protest
in one way or another, according
to CBS. A black censor bar was put
over the usual "Google doodle" on
the main search page with a plea
to contact local representatives.
Google reported to the Los Angeles
Times to have collected over 4.5

million signatures against SOPA,
while nearly 350,000 e-mails were
sent to representatives through
websites such as SopaStrike.com
and AmericaCensorship.org. Twitter,
one of the fastest growing social
networks with over 250 million

tweets daily, reported 2.4 million
SOPA-related tweets between 12

a.m. and 4 p.m. EST January 18.
The drastic uproar halted the

bill's progress and caused its authors
to seriously reconsider it. But why
the uproar? What triggered responses
and opposition from mega Internet
players such as Facebook, Google,
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New Yorkers protest the SOPA and PIPA bills.
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The proposed SOPA and PIPA bills caused a phenomenal reactionfrom the pub-
lic. Most were concerned over thefuture offree Internet.

Twitter, and many others if the intent
of the bill is, as described in its title,
"to promote prosperity, creativity,
entrepreneurship, and innovation by
combating the theft of U.S. property,
and for other purposes?"

Stripped to its essentials the bill's
purpose is to protect copyrighted
material in order to promote legal
and fair trade. It aimed to accomplish
its goal by expanding the ability of
U.S. law enforcement to fight online
trafficking in copyrighted intellectual
property, through cracking down on
Internet pirates, censoring "rogue"
websitesandblockingillegalactivities
online. The general public became
concerned by what defined "rogue"
websites and illegal activities.

SEC. 102. states, "action by
attorney general to protect U.S.
customers andprevent U.S. support of
foreign infringing sites, For purposes
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of this section, a foreign Internet
site or portion thereof is a 'foreign
infringing site' if- (1) the Internet site
or portion thereof is a U.S.-directed
site and is used by users in the United
States; (2) the owner or operator
of such Internet site is committing
or facilitating the commission of
criminal violations punishable under
section 2318."What this means is that

the website in question does not have
to commit any violation of copyright
laws for the government to have the
right to censor it; it merely has to
facilitate the commission of criminal

violations. This means, any site with
a comment box or picture upload
form is potentially infringing. If the
website is found to be in violation,
a court order will follow, ordering
the site to be blocked by the Internet
service provider, search engines will
be forced to remove all reference

to the offending sites, ad:providers
will no longer be allowed to service
the site and payment providers, e.g.
Paypal, will be required to end its
service to the site. This allows the

Attorney General the right to fully
block any website outside of the
government's jurisdiction.

SEC. 103. states "market-based

system to protect U.S. customers
and prevent U.S. funding of sites
dedicated to theft of U.S. property."
It is followed by a description of
what this section implies that being,
"An Internet site is dedicated to theft

of U.S. property' if [a portion of the
site is U.S.-directed] and is used by
users within the United States and is

primarily designed or operated for
the purpose of offering services in
a manner that enables or facilitates

[copyright violation or circumvention

See SOPA & PIPA page 3
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Students listen closely to President
Obama's national address.

by SARAH HUTCHINSON

On Tuesday, Houghton students
had the opportunity to watch the
broadcast of the President's annual

State of the Union address delivered

from Capitol Hill during an event
sponsored by the Runnymede Pre-
Law Society.

Prior to the speech, the "most
emotional moment of the evening,"
as dubbed by a CNN commentator,
was Gabrielle Giffords's entrance

into the House chamber, where she

was greeted with a standing ovation
from her fellow congress members.
Last year Giffords was shot in the
head at a congressional meet-and-
greet in her home state of Arizona.
Giffor(is announced earlier in the

week that she will be retiring from
office to focus on her physical and
mental recovery.

After giving Giffords a quick
hug, President Obama addressed the
nation, touching on issues such as
jobs, public and higher education,
energy, and international affairs. He
also focused a significant segment
of his speech on closing the gap
between the wealthy and the middle
class, mentioning tax strategies and
ways in which the wealthy could
help lift the burden of the middle
class. Some students watching the
speech disagreed with what he had
to say on this matter. Sophomore
Benjamin Hardy said, "He seems
to think that there is a disconnect

between jobs and those who create

See RUNNYMEDE page 3
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ANDREA PACHECO

by GARRETT FITZSIMMONS

The SGA is working on several
issues this semester. There are three

major things that desen e your
attention. First. the financial state

of the College will cause a series
of changes for next semester: cuts
in borne areas and neu· programs
and or policies to increase revenue.
Second. the SGA is looking into the
dailyschedule for next year to reduce
the problems associated with timing
between chapel, lunch. and classes.
Third. the Student Life Council is

currently 'reviewing college polic>
on the Sunday hours of academic
buildings.

Unfortunately. there is not much
concrete infonnation concerning the
specifics of the financial situation
because the administration is

currently in the process of reviewing
budgets and has not made any final
decisions. Vice President Sharra

Hynes will be addressing Senate
February 2 to discuss some details
on specific changes and cutbacks.
However. background to the
College's current financial condition
may be helpful to understand why
cuts are being initiated. while we
w,alt to learn specifically how they
will be implemented. In one sense,
the problem is remarkably simple.
Houghton is not getting enough
students. The enrollment goals of the
College have not been met for the
past few years, reducing net income.
which provides the operational
budget of the College. All of the
currently enrolled classes. aside from
the senior class, have been shy of
our ideal number of students. When

the class of 2012 graduates. it will
decrease revenue for two reasons.

First. it is the largest class. Second.
it proides more income per student
because of' its low·er discount rate.

Financial aid packages change over
time and Buctuate with institutional

needs. marketing strategies. and the
environment of higher education
nationally. All of the current classes.
aside from the senior class. on

average. receive more financial aid
per student and thus produce less
revenue. Consequently. the College
no longer has a balanced budget for
its core operational costs. So. unlike
our goi ernment. the College cannot

simply dwell in the red: the College
will make some cuts and/or find other

ways to produce funds to sustain its

Randall Smith, freshman (teR)

Who was the Ist President?

*'George Washington."

4*Banck Obami'*

Can you name any Rep;Iblican Can-
didutes?

"Mitt Romney, Newt Gingrich, Rick
Santorum-"

Can you name any people from Jer-
sey Shore?

Do you know any moines ofS:,preme
Court Justices7

"I did, but he died."

Do you know any names of American
Idoljudges?

operations. If you want to learn more

about specifics or express concerns,
Senate will be discussing it at 7:30
p.m. next Wednesday in the CFA,
room 145.

At the beginning of last semester.
we had serious problems with the
timing of chapel and the classes
scheduled right after lunch. Some of
the issues were mitigated by changing
the lines and asking students without
a 12:30 p.m. class to wait before
going up to lunch. However, the
problem still persists; people are
trying to leave chapel get through
the line. inhale lunch, and get to class
all within in 20 minutes. We have

also found that a significant number
of students are leaving chapel early
in order to get lunch. Unfortunately.
we found that adjustments to the
daily schedule could not be made
mid-year, so we could not change
the time of chapel or classes for this
semester. However. we are hoping to
resolve, or at least effectively reduce,
the problem for next fail. Our hope is
to increase the time between the end

of chapel and the next class block.
However. the daily schedule is tricky,
and manipulating it can sometimes
be self-defeating. However, while
we are doing what we can to fix it,
students should also plan their next
semester with that in mind. Lunch

does not seem like a very important
consideration when you are balancing
class choices, professor preferences,
time conflicts. and racing the clock at
7:01 a.m. to beat your classmates to
it. I f you have the option, though, you
should try to avoid scheduling two

successive classes after chapel.
Student Life Council is currently

reviewing its policies on closing
buildings on Sundays. Some students
have complained about the different
times some academic buildings open
on Sundays, if at all. The CFA opens
at 6 p.m., the art building opens at
4:30 p.m., and the Chamberlain
buildingand library are notopen atall
for student use. The council is trying
to find a more consistent approach
toward building openings. However,
the library makes the situation a bit
more problematic. Unlike the other
academic buildings, the library needs
staff to operate, and opening it on
Sundays would require at least one
staff member to work every Sunday.
Additionally, open hours to the
Mac lab in Chamberlain would also

require a proctor. However, students
who are already in the system could
access the lab with theirthumbprints.
Despite these and a few other minor
complications, we may expect some
changes to our Sunday building
hours in the near future.

The SGA is also following up on
the Campus Center basement
renovations, implementing the

Houghton Outreach Project, working
on policy regarding the relationship
between student programs and

student organizations, and addressing
the issue of college plays. If you
have any concerns, comments,

questions or other issues you would
like us to address, ourjob in the SGA
is to represent you, so get in touch
with us. *

Bi//y Marsha//, sophomore (left): 42 . ® "
Who was the 1st President?

'Wetl, irs not George Washington' 7
Who was the 44:h President? ·4

"Not George Washington," <xr . . '. I.

Can you name a-My Republican Can 4 A e
didates?

9've watched a bunch of funny You- f
Tube videos about them, but I can't 0. 0
remember any names."
Can you name any people from Jer- . 5
sey Shore?

"I don't know.'Ihey'm all idiots." -f ,
Do youknmeany names ofsupreme« b
Colin Justices'.5

"Not George Wast,ington." 904 4 . 4
Do youknow an, names of American 'sY" S-:
Idol Judges?
"Simon Cowell, Randy, Paula Abdul, P . .
Ellen DeGeneros."

09*0 70*s *40 1**gs,

937tnrum"

since Faul#*t*1 quit"

Man on the Street
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THE HAMBURGLAR DOESN'T HAVE A CHANCE I Some McDon-
aid's restaurants in Australia are beginning to use an invisible
spray to douse burgiars when they leave the buildings. The
spray, although invisible, allows police to see DNA markings
via blacklights. The spray stays on clothes for up to six months
and on skin for around two weeks.
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SIX-LEGGED LAMB BORN IN GEORGIA | A su-legged lamb
was born in Velistsikhe, Georgia, this week. The animal
was born with four legs in the front and two legs in the
front but seems to have control over its limbs.
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TURKEY BREAKS IN[O LIBRARY\A turkey, over 20 polinds in weight, broke into a public lA
brary in Deadwood. South Dakota. Ken Mertens, Deadwood police sergeant. didn't see
footprints near the door andfigured the hole in the window was from a rock.

The Arizona Beer-Hoarder

A house in Tempe, Arizona,

burned to the ground after fire-
men were unable to fight the fire
due to the two feet of beer cans

that covered the living room floor.
The firemen were unable to open
the front door, and authorities are

calling the man a hoarder.

Zach *lams, '11

11¥Nowdihe ls: President?
*Ged*,Washington."

;n'tfitabidlism*iR€0187 No.
'ik*.14 17111 6rjomathing. 0

ngiich, BOO pmil

imme: anypeo

iattly D..Sammy,Jbm'S

14&

SOPA & PIPAfrompage 1

Robber Shoots Himself in the

Foot, Literally
An armed Brazilian, who was

guarding the door while his two co-
horts robbed a bank, is caught on
tape shooting himself in the foot.
He limped away from the scene
and is now wanted in Brazil.

of copyright protection measures]."
This does not imply the site has to
be created for evil purpose so long
as it has the potential to facilitate
such purposes, which like Section
102 would include any site with a
comment box; this means YouTube,

Facebook, Wikipedia. Gmail,

Dropbox, and millions of other sites
would be "Internet sites...dedicated

to theft of U.S. property."
David Drummond, the Senior Vice

President, Corporate Development
and Chief Legal Officer of Google
said, "These bills wouldn't get rid
of pirate sites. Pirate sites would just
change their addresses in order to
continue their criminal activities."

What this bill would have the power to
do, however, is to criminalize Internet
users that do not deem it necessan

RUNNYMEDE,ompage i

jobs," and Hardy went on to say that
Obama "seems to know' his political
philosophy, but it fails to apply to the
real world."

Other students had positive
things to say about Obama's speech.
Elizabeth Raucher, junior. felt that
Obama's emphasis on "equal pay
for equal work" for women, which
he mentioned twice in his speech,
was "striking." She also said that she
liked his point of view on healthcare.
though she felt that most Houghton
students watching the speech probably
felt differently. "I'm one of the feu
liberals here on campus, so I agreed
with the President on a lot more than

most people here on this issue.
Junior Jennifer Freeman

appreciated Obama's ending

comparison between the military and
Congress's role, in which Obama
stressed that Congress operate with
more etliciency and unity. Freeman

to screen every bit of content that
is posted on their site. As Chris
Heald. a writer for Mashable.com.

said, "If you have a comment box.
and you state that you aren't guilty
under that definition [Internet site
dedicated to theft of U.S. property],
you just committed perjury."

A White House statement

released on- ils uebsite stated its

position as follows: -While we
believe that online piracy by foreign
nebsites is a serious problem that

requires a serious [egislatiz e
response, we will not support
legislation that reduces freedom of
expression. increases cybers:curity
risk, or undermines the dynamic.
innovative global Internet.

Following nhat became the largest
Internet protests in history. SOPA
and PIPAwere postponed indefinitely
as of.lanuarv 20.*

said. -1 felt that this was a strong

point for him. Americans really
support the military and he seemed
to be trying to imprope peoples
opinion on Congress." However.
senior Garrett Fitzsimmons felt

that uhile Obama's comparison to
the military was "interesting" in its
emphasis on efficiency and unity. it
Mas not necessarily acorrect analogy.
-The military doesn't accurately

reflect the process of protecting the
rights and liberties of our political
system." said Fitzsimmons.

Senior Kathleen Elenfeldt.

president of Runnymede. said.
"Currently w'e are working on
hosting a Mock Trial event like we
did last year. more LSAT practice
for the pre-law· students and we are
starting to plan a forum that deals
with law and politics. Also later on
in the semester after...voting in the
new cabinet members we want to

have a transferring of power event
for anyone icho would like to come." *

l



2 1 NEWS JANUAR 27,2012

SGA / Three Things That Deserve Your Attention
Lut/.ilth Ill th. pt,„.- 41 1 .i IL\ilily t,p.r,itic,Il. It Fou n.1111 t<, kdrti !11<,r. .U.L.-„L .Id-es alter Lhapel
hu,12.1. dild 11.i. not .ll|L *mi 1111 il th,lit .pllifl „r L\]lr.,4 L(}I,LLIn. gud.111 1 11. C Olill.i| 1. LUI-Flilt|Ill

JLL|%11)11. ill. T'T..1,IL|11 91!1,1 6.1111. \%11| b. dluuving It .11 - 1{) re\1.icing it. pohile. Oil .|AIng
Ihik. ull| b. ili,h.HIng 0.11.ill pm ni\t Uidne.dd# 111 the (1\ hulldiny. i}ti Slilid,Ii. Sollic Ntudcni.
hbril 11,2 Ill dI-u- .1,111L JL|i||. 1 „l,|11 145 h.iii L l,Illpl.tili,d dholit the dittirent

8/ 011 .p..1||. .|1 lily.. ind .ltihiLl. \1 thi h.gimmy „1 1.1.1 .Lille.kr tlim..,vilk .1..idemli bitildltig. l,plil
Ili,N .\ir b i.kgr„und h) 1|k \#i h.id .irii,li. pli,hiL,11. \\1111 thi ,)11 luild.th 11 .11 .11| I.hi ( 1- \ opon,
(MILy...0.111 1111111.1 11.„ndill„H Ilillillg 01 .h.lpil ,ind 111. .1.14•,l.. 31 (1 p 111 th, *irt building opill. Ji
m 1% h. 11.lptlil 14, un,ILI.1 ind \\11\ .hidulod ilght .tikr lulkh 6,)111£ <11 4 10 pm .md thi ( hamberl.lin
.lit. 11. b.imt 111111 11.,1 \£1111. u. 111. 1.lii.ijug milly,itidbi ih.iliging building.iii,ilihran .iren,11 opinatj||
Hill 1,1 lidill .p..111.111' 11„ii th.\ th. 11!1...illd,i.killy .Illd.Ill, ifith,411 1,11 .illd.lit ll',L lill .c,un.11 1. Ining
icill b. 1111pl.111.111.d 111 l,lit wilv .1 12 10 pill LI.1. /1, n.ilt b.!(,1. Il, mid .1 111„r. .tiI'thi.t./11 .ipprl}dill
111. 11„11|Lm I. r.millk,ihI, .impli g„Ing up to lutil|1 Ill)\%9\Lr till 1„i„ird huililing opening Ilinhese!
ill,Ughil,11 1. 11(,1 guitill! LA,ligil pri,hIL!11 .1111 pLr1.1. p.0111. JIL th. lili.it; m.,AL. the .ltlidtil,n J bit
.tudint. I|li iliI„Hilk!11 pil. ,)1 thi 11\1!Uy t() IL.lii Lh.lpil g.t lilli)ligh m„Ii pr,)211.111.111. l nliki the Gthor
l li||.li. 11|\L til,t h.ill m.1 1,)1 t|k th. 1111. Inh.11 lumh .trid -git ti,.1,.. .1..ideml. 1,Uildinb,+ th, 11hrir !1L.d.
p,1.I k 1, , ..11. rldlilmy Il.1 lilli)111, .ill nttl,111 m 20 111]Illitl. li L 11.1 \ c ,|Jit |t, l,plr.lk and „pcning It on
„111.11 ptinid. 0 111. lip.litionil .,1.4, Ii,und thJI J .Ignillo.illt liumbor hund.Ii. ic)Uld require Jt le,1,1 OnL

" lilli hillillit "1 th. ( lilligi \11 4,1 thi ,)1.ludint..lii le.1\Ing Lil.ipel ..1111 41 1 illillihi ill} ul)rk LALA BUnddi
illitelilli Lilr#,Illd L|.10. 0 .i.|d. trl)|11 m urd.r Il, U.t lullill l. litortuilatih 1ddlill,11*il|\ lip:Il hollri ti, the

by GARRETT FITZSIMMONS 111. vili,Ir .1.1- 11.1,£ 11.411 +11\ i| \#L found th.11 ad]Utmint. 14) thL 11.1& 1.tb In ( lid,iihirlain would alw
Mu llii 1| 11,111111.1 4| 0|11.illit. Li hlil d.illi .illedult. L<,Uld not hi nidde Iequirt .i priktor l|Line\.r .tudulb

111. 0(,1 1. 1 (Irklily 4111 . 7 Lili thi .11.. 9,1 2(11 - g:.i.lu.il.. 11 1,111 mid-u..ir .0 1, i Loilld ni,1 Lhal/gL who dri .ilti,idi in thi ,&,tull LOUId

1..u.. thi. .ellie.1.r Therl.irL thr.L lit..1.41.4 IL\.,Ill. 1„[ tu„ i.,1.„11' 1|k lilli. it .hapd (,r L|,i.... tor 1111. .1..0..111.|,ib \,Ithihilrthumbprint.
111 illir tlilily. ill.It Jc.Ln. i,1111 1 11.1 11 1. 111. Idly..1 .|.1- h..„lid vm..ilr ]1(lue\.r \,L- dr. hoping 141 1)..pite th..t- and .1 k,\ 0[her Illinlor
Nk ilt/4,11 i tr.1 111. 1111.ill. 1.11 .|.ill it Jip l )1 1,1. . 1134,K. 111.t,|lk ik| .tull. 111 ! L .(,|\ c #ir .it k.1.1 dklil 1.|I redul. .4,111pll.Jtll)11. 1#L !11.11 L \pe.1 4,)111.
„1 thi l ,)1|el!. U 111 L.ill•L ,1 .LI|L. |'L. ill· I,1 It. Il,\#Lr lh.il,lint i.il. 111. pri,blem |lit n.\1 1.111 Out hopo 1. Lh.ing.+ tli liur Sunddi building
l,t .|1.1112.. |t,r ni \1 L!11.'tor .lit. 1 iii.in.1 11 JIJ p 1.6 1/L. .h lily. inu |„ 111.r..1.C thz ttiil. b.ti,..n th. .Ild 11()Ut + 111 th. 11:,ir |uturt.
111 0„111. .trL 1. dilif [li  pic,CI *111. 11 111. md 1111.ill.11. i,ith ill.1111}Ilt,11,11 „t .11.ip,1 Jild 1]1, 11.\1 il,1.. blikk I h. 3(1 1 1..1 1,0 1„11,)\\ ing up On

tud i,r 1.411le. 1,1 111.r..1- r.-1.-Illi. 11..,1. 111.116.tilly .11 11.gl.. ind 111. lil,UL\.1 111. Li.111' wh.dill: 1. trILL till (.illipit. C .11[Lr b,1..Ill.111
0..„nd 1116 Mi \ I. Ii„,kil! 1!lti, th. ,11\11*,1111:111 1,1 higll.1 .Lill. 111„11 dild 111.111!pul,1111ly 11 ..in .9,111.-tilll.. 1.tll,\.111„11. lillpkill.Ilting till

b. -11 -J.k.itilly Hui,Lier H|11|L 1|(,light„NOUU .di|1 Prole,t Lil)rking
Ill, 111 ciblilll. 10.41.1,11.d ul !11 11111111,2 1.Id. It „111 111£ wi 14 Ir .1.1.0 141 U L .1!L dlitlig nildt UL 4-dil Icl 11\ It 4,11 11011.\ FLE.trding the Illationhip
!,LIULLN .hip.] hm.h ,ind .1,1-L . 1\.T i!. 1 .LLIUL Ilill|. 1111*111.It| Iid .Ii,1.111. .11„Uld d|.O p|.irl th.ir 11.\1 b.1,\LL 11 .tudint plogrdnr, dild
1 hird the glid111 1 11. c ,)U!]Li| 1. pLI .Ili,1.111 .1!ld 1111. pi <,lilli L k - 0.111(-01.r \ilth thd[ in 111!Ild 1 011.11 .ludirit (,rg.ini/Jili,n. andaddr...lily
.urientli /4,leumt Ll,||Lic p„11.\ 1.,LliuL C (11.Lqlililt| th. C „|ILLIC d„L. Ill,1 •,l,111 hAL J z.rs impl,rt,1111 111. 1.U. l,t Ll,Illgl- pla. It i01
4711 th. lund.n |li,Ur. 11 kid.1111. 11( 14|12,1 hi. .1 h.il inli li hucigit 14}r L<n.Iderdlicil uh.n >Oll dre ba|.iriLing h.i, L Jin LL}ni .rn. LOIllm.Ilt.
hil,!ding, 11..„1. Up.1,1111,1111 .4,.1. 6„ Unlik. LI,1- Lh„ILL. prole#*or pld,r,Ill-L, qUL,11„n. ill t.,thor 1.,Ue. ; OU Would

1 till,r[Ullikh therc 1. 11(,1 Illl!.11 „ui y„U-!litlk!11 111. c „Illgc -,1111(11 11111L Lontll.I. .ind r.!ung the J(i.k *11 liAL u iii .iddrer, our lob 11-1 ti le 04

.„11.I.|L lillor]11.illon Li,n.Lrillily 111. willpl, l.1„.11 111 th. igd th. c „11:1!L 7 (}l ,1 111 k) bLdi ic,Ur L.Id..Illak. 10 1. ll, repiL..111 iou w gli m touih
0,1. Lilli . ,4 thi tindill.Id| .!111,111„11 Ul|| 111.tki ., }lili tilt..ilill ,)1 lind i,ther It |1 & l,U |ldi L th. Option th,110]1 30u u :th u. *
11.duk the .Wmmi.tration I. H 11 0 11, pr, „ill. i lund. 14, wi.1.1111 it. .hould in tii .i, „id .hedul Ing tu„

rd»,£3 94-9/1 a rE;DOEm'

 Billy Marshall sophomore (left) b .44. dbw- Al-. l
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Who was the Ist President?

"Well, iCs not George Washington' EnB .14 FRS*013AS)*
Who was the 44th Pres,dent?

l ""Not George Washington *'S'/ l=, «elx , 2 /AU'@ d *AY
Can you name any Republican Can- Fllil,'ASP A.A % AR-

-ucs AL=

f didalea
U inh'JU 9 552,

if i 1 ve watched a bunch of funny You- /],DS:,-1-,) 7© 3/35 *f,AFF
Tube videos about them, but I can't Pm j\,WORSY ©7
remember any names
Can you name any people from Jer-
sey Shore?
-1 don't know They're allidiots " 'T-'>Sppy3 /\/1©)e.F 'P/Nfs,

'

T_

rt .-1 -- - Do you know any names of Supreme
Court Justices?

"Not George Washmgton"
IKI ,\ 5-PrEG 57'Lfl-2Stdi-a, gi,dii/N 5FzAflj31/

Do you know any names OfAmerican
>11 721 6 :_ *fl:

Idol Judges? 'FY 5124@3,
A, EUS.,

9.X©FQL
"Simon Coweil, Randy, PaulaAbdul. «,©©'ULL=IFN; dvE-&VVO&V@S13

e ,* .214/*L:.1 Ellen DeGeneres "
1 1FfQRE0?5,

Becca Booth, Juntor

L...I
. Randall Smith, freshman (left)

Who was the Ist President?

H'ho was the Ist President' * "George Washington."
"George Washington " Who was the 44th President?

t Who was the 44th President? "Isn't it Barack Obama,"

-Barack Obami" Can you name a,ty Republican
Can you name an> Republican Can- Candidates?

dumat "Newt Chngnch, Ron Paul, Rick
"Mitt Romney Newt Gingnch, Rick Santorum "

Santorum " Can you Mame any people from
Can you name any people from Jer- Jersey Shore?
sey Shore? -Snookt The end."

'No' Do you know any names of Supreme
Do you know any names of Supreme Court Justices?

Court Justices' "No.

' I did but he died " Do you know any names of Ameri-
-L Do you know an3 nameJ of American can Idoljudges?

fdo'Judge? "Not smce Paula Abdul quit "
-No'

Man on the Street E-

contd. on page 3 /345mh
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/N THE NEWS

*wy, ABCNEWS COM

THE HAMBURGLAR DOESN'T HAVE A CHANCE | Sont, MCDon-
t/hA· revaurann m.lit,gralia an beginning /0 t.w an inw.,ihle

WWW HUFFINGTONPOST COM

Six-LEGGED LAMB BORN IN GEORGIA | .4 .ux-/egged 1unh

was horn in Pk'listxikhe, Georgiu, this „ eek. The animal
was born with Ami· legs in the front and two legs in the
front hut seems to ha,·e control over it.,· linibs

4

NEWS 13

/.9. * Ii# IM,FER

The Arizona Beer-Hoarder

A house in Tempe. Arizona,

burned to the ground after fire-
men were unable to fight the fire
due to the two feet of beer cans

that covered the living room floor
The firemen were unable to open
the front door and authorities are

calling the man a hoarder.

contd. trom page 2

Jessica Elliot, freshman:

Who was the Ist President?

"George Washington."
Who was the 44:h President?

1 don't know. Oh, Obama."
Can you name any Republican
Candidates?

"1 don't really pay attention to poli-
ties."

Can you name any people from
Jersey Shore?
"Mike, Vina Snooki, Jenny."
Do you know any names of Supreme
Court Justices?

"No way.
Do you know any names of Ameri-
can Idoljudges?

"Not any of the recent ones."

Zach Adams, 7 1

Who was the lit President?

"George Washington.
Who was the 44th President?

"Wasn't it Abraham Lincoln? No, he

was like the 17th or something. 04
Barack Obama!"

Can you name any Republican :<
Candidates?

-"Newt Gingrich, Ron Paul, Mitt :@
Romney-" .
Can you name any people Bom
Jersey Shore?
"Snooki, Pauty D., Sammy, The Situ-
ation."

Do you know any names of Supreme
Coun Justices?

"Kagan,Alito, Ginsburg, Sotomay-«

Do you know any names of Ameri- ' f
can Idoljudges?
"Jennifer Lopez, Mejagger? Steven ]
Tyler."

W*

Robber Shoots Himself in the

Foot, Literally
An armed Brazilian, who was

guardingthedoor while his two co
horts robbed a bank is caught on

tape shooting himself in the foot
He limped away from the scene
and is now wanted in Brazil

of cop>right protecili,Ii measure:4

1 hi, Joe. mit mipl> the .Itc ha. to
b: created for en il put-po.: 4 ling

A It has the pmenthil w tticilitaic
such purpi.:.. rihich hke >Icclion
102 Notild mciude an> >,te uith .1
comment b#,\. thi. meunN You I uhe.

1-aceboik. Wikipedi.1. (Ini:111.

Drophi)\. .Ind 11111|1011+ I,1 4,ther .i[c.
ni,uld he "Internet .ile:4 ...ledicated

1 )a, Id I )ru Ill i l l,11 J. Ihe >,C,ill,i· 1 1:.c

atiJ L hic·1' 1-egal ()!licer i,1- (ioryl:
said. ''lhe",c hill. Ncitildn i y.1 rid

:h.Inge their addrov- in order [i,
:(,Iltifilic their crillillial ki:1111[ic..

Uhatilii.hill \£<,ildimictlicpi,Ket 14
do lli,ue\Cr. 8 /0 irmilliall/C Internet

RUNNY;IEDE ,'/, ///l '''M.'l I

phil,wpl> but H tail. w :tip!> to the
real uorld.

c )ther .1 udent. liad F'"11/C

things to .a>· abric Obunia'. .pe.·ch
I{Ii/abeth Raucher. lunier. tell th.it

C.)ha,11,6 emph.1.is on "equal p,i>
for equal work" for nomen. nhtch
lic melitli,ned mice in hi. :pce:h.

liked hi, p„Int „t'\ Ic\c „Ii hcalth:.lre.
iIi..ugh .hL· telt thal mi..1 11.,ughti.ii
.tudent+ n atching the.pc·cch proh.ill>
felt diff'elentl> '1'in „tic ofthe 1.1,
liberal. here on campu .0 I agreed
*uth the Pre.ident on a lot more Thm

Imw pct,pic |lcre i,n lill mui 
Jit;lit,r 1.nnocr 1-ri·:m./1

appreciated I)b,im.A . end m 't

ecimpart.4,11 be·tnecti the inilit.ir> .ind
Congres.'. r„le. m n hich obain.i
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Shen Olympics: A Shen-sational Tradition
by DAN SENDKER

A heads up: those who want to enjoy
a nice, quiet relaxing dinner in the din-
ing hall tonight had better eat before 5:30
p.m. - tonight is the Shen Olympics. «

The Shen Olympics is a tradition that
goes back at least 14 years. It begins with a
dorm-wide dinner before residents return

to Shenawana Hall for a night of nonstop
sports and games that lasts until 1 a.m.
Over 100 residents will compete both as
indij iduals as well as with their floors in

a wide range of events. some physically
deinanding. some fun and silly.

According to Shens president. soph-
omore Nathaniel Efthimiou. the purpose
behind the Olympics is '70 help build a
,tri,nger camaraderie Irithin the hall
Vice president. sophomore Taylor Wild-
ing. pointed to the competitive nature of
the e, ent and said. -The areas of strength.
u ill. endurance. and the gift to keep food
d„un are all being tested." Junior Scott
Alartens. RA. sees the Olympics as an en-
capsulation of-the dorm's three core B al-
ues: strength. brotherhood. and honor

"By competing, we are showing the
men in Shen what some of our strengths
are; it builds brotherhood by allowing us
to compete as brothers in a respectful and
godly manner, and finally winning honor
for your floor by competing and winning
events." he said.

The specific elements ofthe Olympics
have always been a closely-guarded se-
cret According to RA Christian O'Lone,
sophomore. "It's kind of like rites of pas-
sage -- not sacred, but secretive in a good
way.- While the mystery surrounding the
Olympics can and does boost solidarity
within the dorm, it can be a source of con-

fusion and frustration for the rest of the

campus. as they simply may not under-
stand what goes on during the festivities.

"1 think most people don"t know much
about it or whathappens.' said Steve Mat-

tiace. Resident Director. "There are prob-
ably a lot of misconceptions. some possi-
bly founded in false rumors. while others
might be from things that have happened

in the past." Marten, seemed to agree.
but was quick to point out how things are
changing. 1 think in previou years the

information that has gotten out about it
has painted Shen in a negative view," he
said. "Personally, I have been working to
try and change the negative perspective
the Olympics have on campus, because
honestly, it is a dorm of guys having a
blast for a night and creating memories."

It is no secret that Shen has some-

times struggled with a less-than-stellar
reputation. In a campus-wide inside joke
comparing Houghton's dorms to the four
Hogwarts houses, Shen is compared to the
infamous Slytherin. There are any number
of stereotypes that poke fun at the dorm's
old age, physical distance from the rest of
the campus, rowdiness, and distinct fra-
grance, but its devoted residents are not
fazed at all.

"I have always felt like we have been
the old smelly dorm on the hill, but I am
proud to call Shen my home," said Mar-
tens. His sentiments are echoed by the
hundreds of Shen Men who have lived in

the dor·m over the decades. And in recent

years, Shen has done much to clean up
its image. especially in its relations with
Roth.

'The comparison conversation is silly
to me," said O'Lone. "They are very dif-
ferent atmospheres and both with strong
and weak points." One almost never hears
a Roth vs. Shen wisecrack anymore, and

last semester both dorms held ¥ joint Ad-
vent communion service.

Shen's LC, RD, and RAs have been

hard at work in preparing for tonight's

event tweaking and retooling as needed.
"We've worked really hard to keep

the time events moving and eliminate
dead space where nothing was happening
during the night," said Mattiace. "Also,
we've worked to ensure that the events

add value to the night rather than just be-
ing there for the sake of having events.
Finally, we consistently changed the
event line up based on previous success,
removing things that didn't function well
the year before, and trying new things
every once in a while." With the dorm's
strong leadership and faithful residents,
it looks as though tonight's Shen Olym-
pics will be a night to remember, as it has
been in years past and will be in years
to come. *

Brown House Hosts Culture Night
by BEKAH HALL

With a fairly „instant stream 01
guest. coming through the d.un and Just
eni,ugh room for people to sque:/: into
the li, ing room. the Brown I lou„e Cul-
lure Night la.t Friday demonstrated tht.
i .ar-. Briwn I lou.e residents- daire Ii,

prmide dn open. „elcoming place on
campu.. The House's first „flicial acti\·in

thi. semester. the night u as complete n ith
di.11:+ froilimer Mecountries. as well a.

a #m·ing of the mmie -Lii'e in a Da>.
While knior Sarah Waingai. resident of
111: Brown lic,UN:. said tile* hoped the

night ,#oild kne a, "mi,stl> a hang-out
time." the eient al.o reflected the i lous: s

Theme: --Unity in Di\:rsity."
Junior Esther Lee. who is Korean

but grew up in the Philippines. said this

\·ear's residents hope to provide an -open
place of neu experiences and cultures.-

lEach year. groups of students applying
to live in the Brown House submit a po-
tential theme that will guide the residents
and the activities they host for the cam-
pus. This years seven residents utilized
their multicultural experiences and back-
grounds to formulate their theme. They
all come from a variety of backgrounds
and the combined list of countries they
have lived in includes Kenya, China, Ko-
rea. the Philippines, Honduras, Japan and

the United States. Among the diversity,
however, the residents assert they want
to create a place where similarities and
connections can be made. Their vision for

the Brown House is a place where people
can meet and connect where students can

find those similarities among all the dif-
ferences. As junior Liesl McCloskey ex-
plained, they envision the Brown House
as a "connection for different groups."

The relaxed atmosphere of Friday's
Culture Night reflected this desire to pro-
vide a place for people to meet and con-
nect While the majority of the attendees

appeared to be international students and
those who have traveled for semester

abroad programs, the event did draw a
large crowd. Wangai said it was "encour-
aging that this many people came." After
allowing time for people to sample and
enjoy hodduk (Korean pancakes), dump-
lings, mandazi (a Kenyan pastry), and the
otber international foods, Lee introduced

and started the film -Life in a Day.
Life in a Dai ' nas created from oier

4500 hours offilm footage taken Jul>' 24.
20 1 (3. and submitted to YouTube. Director

Ke, in Macdonald edited the footage to
create the hour-and-a-haif film to show-

ca.c intmiate moment>, of hle.  hether

routine urdeiastating. temf>·ing or trium-
phant. The man confessing hi. fear of the
"di,ea.:-- homosexuality: the girl climb-
ing a human tower. montages of people

going to the bathroom and waking up --

all provide a glimpse of what life looks
like for people around the world. There
is not much that ties the clips together
other than the fact they were filmed on
the same day and that some clips answer
similar questions like -What's in your
pocket?' and -What do you fear?" The
film provides a remarkable glimpse into

the variety of ways people go about their
day. and, though YouTube is not always

known for superb film quality, most ofthe
footage is quite impressive.

While none of the Brown House

residents had seen the movie prior to the
Culture Night. Wangai thought the film
showed how 'we're all similar in some

ways and different in some ways." and fit
well into their vision for the night and the
Brown House in general.

The Brown House residents are plan-
ning more events for this semester, in-
cluding another possible Culture Night.
Future activities will be announced by
campus-wide e-mail. *

6 The Field of Dreams is a fun place to be, even in winter. While usually only frequented by dog-walkers

and joggers, it provides a close and convenient place to observe God's creation for all of Houghton's students.
Peter Stark '12

PICTURE
O, theWEEK

Enter our biweekly photo
contest by submitting to

HoughtonStar@gmail.com!
Please inclub photo credit

and a brief description.
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Theater Continues to Grow
by HANNAH CARTER

At the end of last semester,

Professor Douglas Gaerte, chair of the
communication department announced
that official college plays would be
suspended, spawning a debate among
theatrically-minded students as to the
necessity of such plays in the context
of the other theater opportunities at
Houghton. Several students requested the
decisionberevokedandthecollegeplays
restored, while others felt they should not
occur without proper academic support
from an actual theater program. In last
week's Senate meeting, Gaerte explained
the reasons for the suspension decision,
giving a brief history of Houghton's
theater life. before answering students'
questions about possible implications in
this decision.

As Gaerte explained former

professor Bruce Brenneman, theater, led
Houghton's official theater endeavors
during his years as a faculty member.
He taught courses to aid students' acting
abilities and produced 102 dramatic
productions, and when he retired in
May 2008, the College had no one to

 replace him in this area. At that time,
it was possible for a student to pursue
a communication minor with a theater

concentration. Since Brenneman's

retirement, Gaerte has occasionally
offered a class in reader's theater, but

he feels as though it is not enough
to academically support a theater
concentration within the communication

minor. In order to keep theater from
dying out, however, the communication
department decided to fund college plays
themselves. Nicolas Gunning, circulation
supervisor in the library, agreed to direct
the plays.

The end to the academic theater

program had an unexpected result,
however, in the formation of successful

student-led theater groups. There are
currently two active student-led groups:
Encore and the Houghton Musical
Theater Players (HMTP). With their
success, Gaerte argued it is no longer
advisory to continue the official college

PORTS RECAP
MEN'S BASKETBALL:

SAT 1/21

at Wilberforce Univ. - L 51-66

TUE 1/24

vs Daernen College - L 59-75
Season Record (as of 1 125):
7-11

UPCOMING GAMES:

SAT 1/28
at Walsh Univ. @ 4PM

TUE 1/24
at Alfred Univ. 0 7PM

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL:

SAT 1/21
at Wilberforce Univ. - W 83-80

TUE 1/24

vs Daemen College - L 61-70
Season Record (as of 1 /25):
11-7

UPCOMING GAMES:

SAT 1/28
at Walsh Univ. @ 2PM

All information from

http://athletics.houghton.edul

plays without proper academic support.
"I think better attention could

be spent on all the plays and theater
opportunities that are coming up this
spring - the school of music production
and all the student productions that are
on the schedule," said Gaerte.

Those worried about a dearth of

professional theater need not fear,
however. A new class has been created

by the Houghton Movement and Arts
Center (HMAC), taught by Gunning.
According to Sarah Badger, director of
the HMAC, the class is "geared toward
helping actors of all experience levels
grow individually as artists, performers,
and people. Students will expand their
knowledge of various acting techniques
and approaches but also gain confidence
that will benefit them on and off stage."
Not intended to replace or provide a

substitute for the college plays, Badger
said the class has "been in the works"

long before the decision was made to
suspend college plays and is open to
anyone aged 12 and up - notjust college
students.

While college plays may be at an
end until the College can support an
academically adequate theater program,
there remain a plethora of theater options
for those interested in performing andl
or viewing: HMAC's acting class and
previously existing theater dance class,
the productions ofthe music department,
the various student-led theater groups,
and the Valley Theater.

"The more interesting story [than
that of the standing of college plays] is
student energy and creativity in putting
together a lot of drama on campus on
their own initiative," said Gaerte. *

SENIORS SPEND SEMESTER IN

NASHVILLE FOR MUSIC INTERNSHIPS

by BEN MURPHY

Last fall, two Houghton students
earned the. opportunity to spend the
semester studying at the Contemporary
Music Center (CMC) in Nashville,
Tennessee. Meant to prepare students for
potential careers in the music industry.
this program trains students in one of
three tracks of study: Artist, Business.
or Technician. Seniors Jonny Geeze and
Bethany Fonda completed the internship
as artists.

The artist division was evaluated

through courses covering Faith, Music
and Culture, Inside the Music Industry,
Studio Recording. and Essentials
of Song Writing. in addition to this
closely-mentored training, each artist
was also paired with a business student
who acted as a manager in organizing
weekly performances. These Thursday
night shows were an opportqnity for the
students to learn from experience and
professional feedback and, best of all,
the concerts culminated in a week-long
tour of seven universities.

This program's specific and high
quality instruction on everything from
recording to writing and producing was
perfectly catered to Geeze and Fonda
both ofwhom hail from musical families

and admit to singing before they could
walk. However, despite everything they
learned about the music industry, it is
clear that both of them remember the

semester primarily for the community
they became a part of.

"In the field of music and recording,
I learned way too many things to list
But overall, the main thing I learned
from this program was that 30 students

from different colleges around the world
could learn to live together, make music
together, and become best friends in only
three months," said Geeze. Similarly.
Fonda said, "1 learned the most through
the close relationships J made, whether
we were jamming in a practice room late
at night, cooking meals together, talking
about life over coffee, going to Sonic

after a show, or on stage performing
with each other. 11 u as in the everyday
moments where I was able to see God

work the most. It was the relationships I
made that had the most impact on me.

And apart from being technically,
spiritually, and communally sound
(pull intended) the CMC was also an
encouraging boost to both Geeze and
Fonda as they prepareto leave Houghton
in May. Geeze said, "People always tell
me, 'Oh you'll find something to do
after you graduate.' But I don't want just
'something to do' after I graduate. 1 want
to do something I really enjoy doing, and
this program showed me what that is."
Fonda - an ICE major -- believes the
CMC strengthened her love for music as
well as education and has motivated her

to move back to the Nashville area after

school.

When asked to describe a typical day
in the program, Fonda said, "Imagine
doing what you love to do more than
anything 24/seven with 30 other people
who share the same passion. We ate,
slept, and breathed music and loved
every minute of it."

For those who are interested in

hearing some of the music they wrote
and recorded during the program, both
Gene and Fonda have music pages that
can be found on Facebook *
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TRACK

AND FIELD
by NICK FREDETTE

Winter sports at Houghton are
well under way. The track and field

team has begun its indoor season.
travelling to R.I.T. in Rochester and
Geneva College in Ohio for its first
two meets. The Hightanders per-
formed well in both meets, and two

athletes in particular really excelled in
these early-season contests.

Senior Danielle Brenon from

Binghamton, New York improved on
an already illustrious running career
in her time at Houghton. In the first
meet o f the season, the Rochester In-

vitational, Brenon took first place in
both the mile and the 3000-meter run,

qualifying her for the NAIA National
meet in both events. In the second meet

at Geneva College, Brenon Ron the
Sk race with a time of 17:34. breaking

a school record, which she previously
held, by 20 seconds. Sophomore Al-
yssa Figueroa also performed exceed-
ingly well in the early-season meets.

In her debut al R.I.T, Figueroa won
the triple jump. missing the school re-
cord by only an inch. and took fourth
place in the 60-meter dash. breaking a
Houghton College record with a time
of 8.23 seconds. Just one neck later.

Figueroa was successful again at Ge-
ne,a College. where she improied
upon that school record with a 60-me-
ter dash time of 8.18 seconA.

As the team looks toward the rest

of the indoor season and the outdoor

season as well. training is a top prior-
ity. The athletes hane a tough practice
and lifting regimen. and they licipc u
w ill pay offin the rest of their meets
this season. Distince runners. sprint-
ers, iumpers, and throw·ers all train
daily, improving their stamina and
speed. They also lift regularly to build
the strength needed to compete in
these competitik e collegiate track and
field events.

"[Coach Dougherty's] training is
very intense. People may think it's
crazy that on a distance day some-
one could be running up to 18 miles,
but he has a plan for every runner."
said Leah Williams, sophomore. -He
knows what's in his athletes' best

interests and pushes everyone as far
as their potential. If you let him. he
will make you into a great athlete,
and even with these tough practices.
the team dynamic makes them fun as
well."

Even through this tough schedule
of training, the athletes on the team
share a positive outlook for the rest ot-
the indoor and outdootieason- Soph-
omore thrower Luke Ogden said, "We
have a lot of new fac* on the track
team, and everyone b®gs a differ-
ent element. It is excitinEGo see how
much potential we have and what
great things lie ahead of us in the up-
coming season."

This personifies thib general posi-
tive outlook instilled]:Ehes Matt
Dougherty, Bob Smiand their
assistant coaches. pfi,/$ prepa-
ration but understan{ prep-
aration leads to a p outlook.
This positive attitude* work
ethic has led the HightRrs to suc-
cess in the past, and the team looks to
continue this success through the end
of indoor season and the upcoming
outdoor season.
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The Abiding Value of Student-Led Theater at Houghton
the Houghton MUS,Lal Theatre Players, a thts resolution was a difficult one I am on how cast members m official college
tudent group dedicated to the performance also very sure that he would NEVER make shows"workharder" was alsopartlcularly
of musical theatre for both music and non- an "impulsive' decision I'm willing to bitmgand completely ludicrous The fact
music majors alike bet that Gaerte has been observing the that student shows are belittled as merely

lam m 10, e u ith all kinds of theatre 'official" productions for years, as well as a "supplement" is downnght insulting
from Shakespeare to Kander and Ebb to noting the trends of FANTASTIC student- As someone who has participated m a
Tennessee Williams On campus, I hap e led productions on campus Which allows wide variety of theatre here on campus
partlupated m shou j with student-led me to address the followmg I am saddened includmg official college productions, I
HMTP Shakepeare Pla>ers (nou Encore) by the disillusion of some of the members can tell you these assumptions made about
,ind the Willard A,enue Irregulars as weil of the the„tncal community at Houghton student-led theatre groups are incorrect

6
as official production through Houghton #ho don't acknowledge the AMAZING Truth be told, I, a cardcanymg,
College-Sponsored Plays and Greatbatch student-led productions that have occurred nobody's-more-nuts-for-theatre-than-me
School of Music I haie been asked by here within the past fe years nerd, applaud Dr Gaerte for his decision

by AMBER PAYNE .eL eral professors to perform dramatic The student productions here have The Glass Menagene performed four
interpretations and reader's theatrr for been Incredibly "professional " Sure, shows Our maximum audience.

771iscommentan ir H i mcizin„'ip,„ae their presentations or social groups. and e ery once and a while yo<ll do one and which Included about 60 people (m an
m #A /6//o„ ing arm ler puhhihed m the hdi L taken eier> single performance- think"whathavelgottenmpselfinto,"but auditonumthat seats five times as many),
Afenther .3 mui //mit:ht,in (ti/, relatedclassofTered dunng m>time here I that goes uithout saying I've beenapart happened on opening night Each night
C 0/h,ge-*,inwi,ed Pim G and C umne enlin the company of Carly and the people of ACTUAL professional productions, after that looked emptier than the last
Theate, Thi· Ehm,natim, iiI a (,dletre he quoted in her wmmentar> 1 do not paying gigs m established theaters. and From what I have heard, this was a part
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by CHRIS HARTUNE

A few w6eks ago, a video
surfaced with four Ametican

soldiers urinating on the bodies of
two Taliban soldiers in Afghanistan.
One of the soldiers joked, "Golden,
like a shower" and another looked

down at the bodies and wished

them a "good day." All of this
was captured on video and, as with
almost everything captured on video
these days, uploaded to YouTube.

The response from the powers
that be was swift and damning.
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta
called the act deplorable - the
White House agreed - and Arizona
Senator John McCain. a former
POW in Vietnam, said it tarnished
the image and reputation of the
Marine Corps.

Nancy Sherman, a professor
of Philosophy at Georgetown
University andthefrstdistinguished
chair in ethics at the U.S. Naval

Academy, said, "the act is a violation
of professional milituy conduct and
the fundamental moral requirement.
in. war of showing dignity and
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respect to the dead."

furthermore, the act of urinating
on a corpse is not sadistic or driven
by anger -- feelings that would be
understandable, though acting on them
still unacceptable - it is an act of
degradation and shame. Particularly
in an environment of religious tension
between the Middle East and the West

an act such as this is pure stupidity and
has both strategic and philosophical
implications.

Earlier this week, a member of the
Afghan National Army (our allies)
killed four French soldiers. The soldier
said he did it because of the video of

the American soldiers ddgrading the
body of his countryman. Reports have
also surfaced that the Taliban and Al

Qaeda have begun using this video as
a recruitment tool. These are the real

implications of the stupidity shown in
the video. Lives have been lost, will
continue to be lost, and the enemy will
become stronger because of it.

But there is a greater issue at stake:
the moral standing of the American
Republic and its example to the world.
Some have come out in recent weeks to
criticize the Obama Administration's
response to the conflict. Florida

Congressman Allen West, a former
Army Lieutenant Colonel, said "the
Marines were wrong...As for everyone
else, unless you have been shot at by
the Taliban, shut your mouth, war is
hell." Texas Governor Rick Perry
said the desecration was a "stupid
mistake," called the criticism "over
the top," and claimed it reflected the
Obama Administration's "disdain for

the military."
California Congressman Duncan

Those marines

were not only
degrading the
bodies of their

enemies: they
were degrading
the very ideals

they are fighting
to protect and

defend.

Hunter also urged that the marines
'*not be used for the purpose of making
a statement to our partners in the
region" meaning the soldiers shouldn't
be punished harshly
simply to mend
relationships with
Afghan President

Hamid Karsai or ,

the Taliban during
effortsatpeacetalks.
The most stunning
of defenses I've
heard came from a

woman on talk radio
whodefended the

marines by saying
-they're just kids."

This incident is

notsimplyamistake,
a moment of

unsound judgment.
Marines are some

of the most highly
trained soldiers in

the world, but more

importantly all U.S.
soldiers understand

they are not simply "killing machines"
but are rather the most numerous and

visible representatives of the ideals of
America in the world.

Congressman West is right. War is
hell. Hewentontocomparetheincident
to the American soldiers dragged
through the streets ofMogadishu (made
famous by the movie Black Hawk
Down). and those tortured, beheaded
and hangcd in Iraq and Afghanistan.
War is hell, but what sets the United
States apart is the way it carries itself
in the world, represented by the very
soldiers who have been trained to kill
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- an interesting paradox.
Whether in China, Burma,

Syria or Rwanda, the United
States has always opposed human

rights violations
and fought
tirelessly - using
diplomatic and
military means

to defeat

these abuses.

That is what we

represent. Those
marines were not

only degrading
thebodiesoftheir

enemies: they
were degrading
the very ideals
they are fighting
to protect and
defend.

Alexis de

Tocqueville once
said, "Two things
in America are

astonishing: the
changeableness

of most human behavior and the

strange stability ofcertain principles.
Men are constantly on the move, but
the spirit of humanity seems almost
unmoved." On that day, the spirit
of our humanity was moved, and
for that moment we shrunk in our

stature and example.

Chris is a senior political science
and history major
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LINDSAY
BURGHER

Perhaps I owe my love for art to the

very inspiration of the world around me.

and to my mom. who shares the same

passion and appreciation for art as I do. As

an artist. I feel it s my duty to find beauty

in everything. The various forms, textures,

color. shades and even movements in my

everyday life encourage me to convey my

thoughts and feelings through a pencil or

brush. 1 thank the Lord for specific people

here at houghton, who are expanding my
knowledge in the art realm and giving me

the desire to put mysel f in everything I
create.

Lindsay is a junior art major with a minor

in psychology.

Top-bottom:

"Untitled", charcoal

unfinished charcoal

"Erin ", graphite

"Angelica Churrh ", watercolor

'Gillette ", watercolor
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