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Willie Cole, Comes to Houghton

—

AMANDA IRWIN

Houghton College’s
Ortlip Gallery is currently
exhibiting the works of inter-
nationally known contempo-
rary artist, Willie Cole. This
collection spans over a 35

Willie Cole s exhibition in Ortlip Gallery, opening reception tonight.

year period of Cole’s life and
incorporates various forms
of media, including: draw-
ings, paintings, sculpture and
prints. The exhibition, titled
“Complex Conversations:
Willie Cole Sculptures and
Wall Works” gives light to

the “urban African-American
male experience,” according
to Cole’s artist statement.
“Complex Conversations .
. .” is a traveling exhibition,
having already been shown at
Western Michigan University,
See COLE page 2

KPAC Nearing Completion

SAVANNAH DOVIAK

In the summer of 2012,
Houghton College broke
ground on phase one of the
Kerr-Pegula Athletic Com-
plex and now, over two years
later, the third and final phase
is just weeks away from com-

pletion.
Projected to have been
completed several months

ago, KPAC faced numerous
setbacks resulting in the still
unfinished facility. “It’s pretty
complex. There were some
original design issues early

in the project that had to do
with sinking the shop draw-
ings,” explained Harold Lord,
executive director of athlet-
ics. He added that, “The ul-
tra cold winter delayed things
further.”

Apart from the extend-
ed process of creating shop
drawings for the beams and
structure of the facility, the
most recent and most signifi-
cant setback was in regards
to the flooring of the facil-
ity. Originally set to begin in
April, Beynon Sports Surfac-

ing was unable to begin laying

the flooring due to the delays
that took place earlier on in
the completion of the project.
Then, as Dale Wright, Hough-
ton’s chief business officer, ex-
plained, “The athletic flooring
company was delayed in a job
they were doing before they
came to Houghton. Therefore,
they were later than we would
have liked once everything
was ready for them.”

Lord said that this week
he expects a large bulk of the
flooring to be completed. This
includes the completed track
See KPAC page 3

Inside of the Kerr-Pegula Athletic Complex

Anticipated 3 Bums Pizza
to Open Soon in Houghton

AVA BERGEN

With Addie’s Ice Cream
now officially open for busi-
ness, the limited dining op-
portunities available around
Houghton have increased,
but there’s still something
missing from the campus.
With hungry expectations
still to be met and questions
that need to be answered,
people are wondering, why
is the building across from
Subway still empty? Where
is the anticipated 3 Bums
Pizza?

At the end of last semes-
ter, students were told that 3
Bums Pizza would be open
upon returning this Fall.
Currently, 3 Bums is still in
the process of transitioning
from their previous location
in Belfast, to their new build-
ing formerly occupied by the
Allegany Harvest Coopera-
tive Market. With the origi-
nal projected opening date of
June 1, and mid-September
quickly approaching, people

MARY CRONIN

A noticeable new edition
to the Van Dyke Lounge, is the
Fleming-Farver Vocational Op-
portunities and Career Advising
(VOCA office). The office was
made possible by a generous
donation by Thomas, Ph.D. *64
and Phyllis (Fleming ‘65) Farv-
er. The VOCA office, lead by
Director Kim Pool and Coordi-
nator Brian Reitnour, including
other staff such as Administra-
tive Assistant, Cindy Hannigan,
Vocational Specialist Rebecca
Rowley, Dean Jordan, along
with multiple VOCA counsel-
ors, offers services that were
previously offered in the Career
Services Office.

are wondering what is ac-
counting for the delay.
Owner of 3 Bums Pizza,
Jake Hillman, stated, “While
we had hoped that 3 Bums
Pizza in Houghton would
open quite some time ago,
several issues have delayed
our move. We’ve been work-
ing on some pretty extensive
renovations the last several
weeks, and as the project has
progressed, those renova-
tions have become even more
extensive. Ever-changing
building and fire codes make
turning an empty space into a
restaurant quite a task.”
Director of Community
Relations, Phyllis Gaerte,
said, “We are very disap-
pointed at the delay, but in
Jake’s defense, they ran into
a number of tricky compli-
cations with state restaurant
codes. Transforming an old
convenience store presents
unforeseeable challenges that
3 Bums is rising to meet.”
Hillman tells locals, “The

See 3 BUMS page 3

New VOCA Office Opens

VOCA will support aca-
demic departments and advi-
sors, as well as help students
find internship opportunities
and connect with Houghton
alumni for potential career op-
portunities through the use of a
service called Houghton Con-
nects. According to Pool, the
VOCA office hopes to stream-
line career resources for Hough-
ton students as well as “sig-
nificantly increase the number
of internships and jobs in our
online database, specifically in
Buffalo and New York City. We
also hope to launch an online
system that will house intern-
ships and streamline the process
for registering and receiving

See VOCA page 3
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JARED CRAM

A ceasefire was called in
Ukraine last Friday, when
the Ukrainian government
and separatist leaders agreed
to stop conflict that has left
2,200 people dead since
April. While this is not the
first attempt at a ceasefire
agreement between the two
groups, it is the first time that
Russian president Vladimir

Putin actively endorsed this
action. His endorsement re-
volved around a 7-part peace
plan that he had laid out two
days earlier.

In spite of this, Putin has
still been under heavy scru-
tiny by Western leaders for
what they believe to be sus-
picious political motives in
Russian involvement with
Ukraine. In spite of this skep-
ticism, Ukrainian president
Petro Poroshenko expressed
cautious optimism about the
cease-fire. In a White House
press conference follow-
ing the recent North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO)
summit in Wales, President
Obama spoke to the Associ-
ated Press saying he remained
“hopeful but, based on past
experience, also skeptical”
about the strength of this
ceasefire.

For now, the focus
of the U.S., and other mem-
bers of NATO have been to
support Ukraine in its en-
deavors, without directly sup-
plying weaponry or allowing

the Ukraine to join the treaty
organization. In an interview
with Time magazine, presi-
dent of the Atlantic Council
of Ukraine, Vadim Grechani-
nov, stated that he is disap-
pointed, but not surprised. If
Ukraine were to be accepted
into NATO every member of
the organization would be
bound to protect Ukraine in
this conflict. Many of the al-
lies are hesitant to involve
themselves in that type of
confrontation with Russia,
who is armed with nuclear
weapons.

However, NATO
has attempted to provide
some support for Ukrainian
people in a few ways. During
the NATO summit in Wales,
the five most powerful na-
tions in the organization met
with Poroshenko to discuss
the conflict with Russia, and
collectively pledged $16 mil-
lion dollars in trust funds to
help modernize the Ukrainian
military. The most influential
tactic used by NATO mem-
bers, however, are the sanc-

WORLD // Ceasefire in Ukraine

tions against trade with Rus-
sia. A CNN article wrote that
the European Union, in addi-
tion to their current sanctions
against any arms or dual-pur-
pose items, is looking to re-
strict capital investments with
Russia within their union, as
well as sensitive technologies
and certain energy-related
equipment.

In his interview,
Grechaninov recognizes the
actions taken by members of
NATO to help restore peace
to the region, but doesn’t
believe they are sufficient.
“Putin can only be stopped
by a force greater than his,”
he said. “We waited for this
force from NATO, and they
have it. They can stop Putin.
But right now they don’t con-
sider it. “President Obama
has a different opinion on the
impact that NATO has had in
the Ukrainian conflict. During
his White House press confer-
ence, he stated that the only
reason that Russia was agree-
ing to a ceasefire is because of
the impact that current sanc-

tions, as well as threat of
future sanctions will have
on the Russian economy.
The future remains
unclear in Ukraine as cur-
rent world leaders are still
cautious about the stability
and strength of the current
ceasefire between the two
groups. A diplomatic so-
lution cannot currently be
reached, as many separat-
ists are divided on their
goals for the conflict. In
response to the future,
Ukrainian Prime Minister
Arseniy P. Yatsenyuk told
the New York Times that
lasting peace would only
come about in response to
three things: a long term
cease fire, a withdrawal
of the Russian army, and
a wall along the border.
According to CNN, the
last unilateral ceasefire
declared by the Ukrainian
government in June broke
down after ten days. %

Jared is senior and a Bio-
chemistry major.

COLE from page 1

University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro, Elbert
Art Center, and Grinnell
College before arriving at
Houghton College. The
exhibition is curated by
Patterson Sims, Chairman
of the Board of Indepen-
dent Curators International
(ICI) and President of the
Leon Polk Smith Founda-
tion.

Cole’s work was intro-
duced to Houghton Col-
lege by Professor Jillian
Sokso during the 2013-14
Faculty Lecture Series. In her
lecture, Sokso examined the
discourse of race, gender, and
identity between the Cole’s
work and African American
artist Allison Saar. Sokso
said Cole’s work “references

African cultures and people
groups. . . [also found] in the
Hudgins’ Collection.”

The Hudgin’s Collection,
donated by the late Charles
Hudgins to Houghton College
shortly before his passing in
June 2011, consists of a wide
assortment of African Art. A
selection of this work is also
available for viewing in the
Center for the Arts Atrium at
this time.

Cole’s artistic sensibility
was noticed at an early age
and only expanded as time
went on. Cole was mainly
influenced by exposure to
the manipulation of objects
through his father’s work as a
factory mechanic, the African
art and culture he studied at
the School for Visual Arts in
New York.

Cole’s work utilizes a

Willie Cole, the visiting artist.

CONFERENCE.SCGINTERNATIONS.ORG

variety of used consumer
products such as irons, high-
heels, hair dryers, and many
other items. The use of do-
mestic objects gives viewers
a glimpse of Cole’s personal
life, while remaining univer-
sally relatable.

Director of the Ortlip
Gallery, Alicia Taylor, said,
“Cole’s process creates an
expansive dialog, exploring
and transforming objects in a
carefully crafted rhythm that
prompts a shift in our per-
ception. . . Pushing our sense
of familiarity by converting
household goods into sym-
bols of culture, spirituality
and politics, the work pro-
vides provocative and fresh
entry points for connection”.

Cole’s artwork is cur-
rently represented through
Alexander and Bonin, New
York and is found around the
world in numerous collec-
tions and museums, including
the Museum of Modern Art in
New York City, the National
Gallery of Art in Washing-
ton D.C., the Art Gallery of
Ontario in Toronto, and the
FRAC-Lorraine in Metz,
France.

“Complex Conversations:
Willie Cole Sculptures and
Wall works” will be available
to view in the Ortlip Gallery
until October 15, Monday
through Saturday, 9am to
6pm. A public reception will
be held in the Center for the
Arts Friday, September 12th
at 7pm. Willie Cole will also
be giving an artist lecture on
Saturday, September 13 at
11:30 a.m. in the Recital Hall.

Taylor states “‘Complex
Conversations . . .” is not just
for artists” and“such distin-
guished work on campus is an
opportunity to challenge our-
selves with engaging with the
work, connecting with cul-
ture, and experience.” %

Solar Panel

Installation

to Begin Next Week

EMILY MERTZLUFFT

Houghton College plans
to begin construction on 11
acres of solar panels in the
Field of Dreams at the end of
next week in hopes of reduc-
ing electrical costs by half. A
grant for a fully funded and
operated solar array, given
to Houghton College by
Groundwater and Environ-
mental Services (GES), will
generate roughly three mil-
lion kilowatt hours of elec-
tricity per year; this is equiv-
alent to fueling electricity to
400 homes for a year.

The process started about
two years ago with Brian
Webb, Houghton College’s
Sustainability ~Coordinator.
As per his job title, Webb
looks for ways to “be good
stewards of the environment
and achieve as many renew-
able energy options as we
can,” one of these options
he has chosen to pursue has
been the installation of the
solar array. The installation
of the solar array will reduce
the college’s carbon footprint
by 23% each year by the use
of natural sunlight.

GES and Houghton have
agreed on a 25-year Power
Purchase Agreement, or
PPA, that will save the col-
lege anywhere from $1 to $3
million over the course of
the years. The process of the
PPA is as follows: GES oper-
ates the solar array while the
college pays for the energy at
a set amount and receives the
energy generated. Rochester

Gas and Electric (RGE) will
then buy the energy generat-
ed from Houghton at market
rates.

According to  Webb,
“There are few issues more
important than how we, in the
twenty-first century, treat the
natural environment.”

“But at what cost?” asks,
Katherine Tomlinson, one
of Houghton College’s Eco-
Representatives. Students
like Tomlinson question, not
just the monetary cost of the
solar array, but also the en-
vironmental cost such as the
habitats that will be affected
in the marshland where the
panels will be placed.

Nonetheless, the The As-
sociation for the Advance-
ment of Sustainability in
Higher Education (AASHE)
affirms that Houghton Col-
lege will not only have the
largest solar array in West-
ern New York, but the largest
on-campus solar array in the
country. Webb said, “People
will recognize Houghton as a
school that is willing to make
efforts towards clean energy
and students can learn first-
hand how to promote it.”

The road used to access
the solar array will extend
from the trail, and will not in-
terfere with the athletic fields,
during or after construction.
Construction of the array will
continue through to the end
of January. After construc-
tion, GES and RGE will work
with Houghton activate the
panels so they will be ready
for use by early spring. %
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The outside of Kerr-Pegula Athletic Coplx near completion.

KPAC from page 1

and tennis surfaces ready to be
lined. Wright added, “The ath-
letic flooring is scheduled to
be completed September 18th
and the MVP deck should be
finished within the next two
weeks”

Despite these set-
backs, key areas of the facility
have been completed. Coach-
es and other faculty were able
to move into their offices dur-

ing the week of August 11th,
in time for the beginning of
preseason. The facilities train-
ing room was also up and run-
ning beginning August 18th.
Students, faculty, and
community —members are
awaiting for the completion
of KPAC and to be begin us-
ing the new gym. Houghton
sophomore and member of the
cross country and track and
field teams, Joanna Friesen,
expressed her anticipation for

the facility saying, “I’'m excit-
ed to have a legitimate place to
do speed workouts in the win-
ter, a place where it’s spacious
and safe to practice. For my
whole running career a good
indoor facility has been two
or more hours away, it’s un-
believable that we have one.”
She went on to say, “The first
day of indoor track practice
will be a wonderful privilege,
even if it’s a mile repeat day.”

Robert Pool, vice

president of student life said,
“I’m just excited because for
this little place called Hough-
ton, because of this Kerr-
Pegula gift we have a facil-
ity that many division one
schools would love to have. I
hope that students feel blessed
by this. To have two gyms on
campus where they can pur-
sue their wellness goals. It’s a
blessing.”

Lord added, “If 1
was speaking for the coaches,

it’s a little bit like Christmas.
They’re all excited. It’s a
beautiful facility, and it’s so
much more convenient. It’s
going to enhance recruiting,
they’re thankful.”

The completion of
KPAC will also bring a lot for
students, faculty, and com-
munity members. A ribbon
cutting ceremony will occur
over homecoming and family
weekend, October 3-5. %

VOCA from page 1

approval for an academic in-
ternship.” Although, she said,
“academic content and approval
of academic credit are under the
jurisdiction of the Academic
Records Office, academic de-
partments, and faculty.

Reitnour stated, “We also
hope to talk with students about
the broader concept of voca-
tion and God’s calling, which
spans beyond one’s occupation
to include civic responsibility,

relationships with friends and
family, church participation
and extra curricular activities.”
Reitnour also said, “Discover-
ing one’s vocation is more than
just searching within to identify
unique interests and attributes. It
also involves taking a deep look
at the world’s needs. We hope to
connect students with opportu-
nities to use their skills to serve
the needs of the world.”

“The previous location [of
Career Services] was tucked
away and too small to effective-
ly reach out to 1,000 students.

The new location is highly vis-
ible and accessible, not only to
current students but also pro-
spective students and parents,”
Hannigan said. “Its visibility
during campus tours commu-
nicates Houghton’s commit-
ment and institutional priority to
equip students with the knowl-
edge and skills needed to be pre-
pared for life after college.” She
said that the rest of the Van Dyk
lounge will be receiving new
furniture in the next few weeks
to compliment the VOCA décor.

VOCA offers services to all

Future Home of:

3%:
et

Houghton students, not just up-
perclassman. Pool said, “First
years and sophomores will defi-
nitely benefit from talking with
a VOCA counselor early about
choosing a major and career op-
tions.” In addition to this, stu-
dents can take advantage of the
career assessment tests available
at VOCA, as well as Houghton
Connects and workshops.
Upcoming workshop top-
ics include subjects such as
networking, resumes and cover
letters, and interviewing skills.
A student can even request to do

3 BUMS from page 1

good news is that we are in
the home stretch of construc-
tion and will be open in the
coming weeks.”

Soon 3 Bums will open its
doors to students and the sur-
rounding area. Business Pro-
fessor Ken Bates states, “I
predict Houghton’s relation-
ship with 3 Bums to be mu-
tually beneficial. It’s hard to
imagine a college town with-
out a pizza delivery business.
Turning that around, it’s hard
to imagine a pizza business
in a college town that doesn’t
have a big upside in terms of
business success.”

3 Bums will also poten-
tially provide opportunities
for students, “3 Bums has
employed Houghton students
part-time in the past and now
that they’re in town that will
make this even easier.” Bates
said. “We in the business de-

a mock interview with a VOCA
counselor.

The new location has al-
ready seen in increase in student
activity. Students can make ap-
pointments in person as well as
online, at http://www.houghton.
edu/students/voca/. Pool said,
“Whatever your class year, we
encourage you to make an ap-
pointment today to talk with a
VOCA counselor who can as-
sess where you are in the four
year plan and make sure you are
headed in the right direction.” %

partment will be delighted to
work with Jake in setting up
internships with our business
students to whatever degree
that will work with his busi-
ness model. Those discus-
sions have yet to happen, but
I look forward to welcoming
Jake to the Houghton RVER
Group meetings and working
together to help his business
succeed”

In the following weeks,
Houghton can expect to see
3 Bums Pizza renovated and
open for business. Hillman
assures customers that “No
one is more disappointed
than we are that our new
pizza place wasn’t up and
running by the time students
came back for the fall se-
mester. We are committed to
Houghton for the long term
and are quite confident that
taking the necessary time
to make sure everything is
done, and done right.” %
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Houghton Welcomes
Eight New Professors

THOMAS ECKERT

Eight professors are join-
ing Houghton faculty this se-
mester. Newly minted profs.
Aikens, Bate, Hutchings, Lu-
ebke, Murphy, Poythress, Suz-
ano, and Taylor are all excited
to be a part of the school.

Assistant  Professor of
Physics, Dr. Kurt Aikens fin-
ished his undergraduate de-
gree at Houghton in 2009. Af-
ter which, he attended Purdue
University where he earned his
Ph.D. in Aerospace Engineer-
ing. “My research interests are
in the area of computer simu-
lations of fluid flows and spe-
cifically involve improving
predictions of — and ultimately
reducing — jet engine noise,”
said Aikens, “Teaching at the
undergraduate level gives me
the opportunity to have a more
broad educational background
—

DAILY CALENDAR

12 // FRIDAY

Church Fair

Athletics

VB @ Lycoming

Art Exhibit & Reception-
Complex Conversations:
Willie Cole Sculptures and
Wall Works

13 // SATURDAY

Athletics

VB @ Lycoming

FH vs. Nazareth

WS @ SUNY Geneseo
WT vs. Keuka

MS @ SUNY Canton
Class Trips

Artist Lecture, Wille Cole:
Complex Conversations

15 // MONDAY

Athletics

WT vs. Roberts Wesleyan
Science and Math Col-
loquium

Guest Recital: Luanne
Crosby and Alexandra
Porter, sopranos, with J.J.
Penna, piano

16 // TUESDAY

Athletics

FH vs. SUNY Cortland
WS vs. U of Pitt-Bradford
MS @ Medaille

VB @ U of Pitt-Bradford
17 // WEDNESDAY

All-Staff Retreat
Athletics
WS @ Meaailie

18 // THURSDAY

Athletics
WT vs. Bmira
Faculty Lecture

and study a wider range of top-
ics. At the same time, [ am also
able to continue in my area of
research. I get the best of both
worlds.”

Dr. Brandon Bate joins the
mathematics department after
a year of postdoctoral research
at Tel Aviv University. Like
Aikens, Bate is a Houghton
graduate, having completed a
B.S. in Mathematics and Com-
puter Science. He received his
masters from Boston College
in 2007 and his Ph.D. from
Rutgers University in 2013,
both in mathematics. He is
married to Juliet Bate, also a
2004 Houghton graduate, and
has an exuberant 4 year old
son.

Dr. Sarah Hutchings, Assis-
tant Professor of Music Theo-
ry and Composition, takes on
a full-time position this year
after having served two se-
mesters as an adjunct. Hutch-
ings received her bachelors at
Western Carolina University in
2007, masters at Florida State
University in 2010, and her
doctorate of musical arts at the
University of Cincinnati Con-
servatory of Music in 2013.
Asked about her position at
Houghton, Hutchings said, “I
feel so blessed to be able to
work at a place that supports
my professional development
and gives me the opportunity
to instruct the next generation
of artists in their craft. But,
most importantly, I consider it
a calling to show students how
God can use them as a witness
in their own careers and lives.”

Dr. Adam Luebke has tak-
en on the positions of Associ-
ate Professor of Vocal Music
and Conducting as well as the
Director of Choral Activities.
Luebke received a bachelors of
music at Olaf College in 2002,
masters of music at Westmin-
ster Choir College of Rider
University in 2004, and Ph.D.
at Florida State University in
2010. Luebke has appeared at
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Cen-
ter, the Kennedy Center, and
Smetana Hall. Said Luebke,
“In the first week of school
I’ve really enjoyed getting to
know my students, particular-
ly those in College Choir, and
learning about how music and
faith intersect in their lives. It
was also quite exciting for me
to get the year off to a start
performing for the opening
chapel service.”

Prof. Madison Murphy
joins the communication de-
partment as Assistant Profes-
sor of Media Arts and Visual
Communication. Murphy
received her bachelors at
Houghton in 2011 and her
masters in fine arts at Savan-
nah College of Art and De-
sign in 2014. “During this

first week of classes I’ve been
talking with the students in the
lab, and I’'m impressed to see
the kind of work they’re doing
and the enthusiasm they have
for that work; a drive to push
their skills to the next level,”
said Murphy.

Assistant Professor of Bi-
ology, Dr. Ransom Poythress
received his bachelors from
the California Institute of
Technology in 2006. Follow-
ing this, he attended Westmin-
ster Theological Seminary as
a special student in apologet-
ics and philosophy. He earned
his Ph.D. in molecular biol-
ogy from Boston University
in 2013. “My goal is to show
students that they are Chris-
tians who study science, not
scientists who happen to be
Christians,” said Poythress,
“Houghton provides a real op-
portunity to transmit my exu-
berance for biology in a way
that is thoroughly consistent
with the Christian underpin-
nings of the entire scientific
enterprise.”

Dr. Armenio Suzano, As-
sociate Professor of Music
History, hails from Brazil. He
played clarinet in the Rio de
Janeiro House Symphony Or-
chestra for 9 years. His term
there began after winning a
competition and joining as
their youngest member at age
16. Upon moving to the U.S.,
Suzano engaged in multicul-
tural ecclesiastical work with
Portuguese-speaking commu-
nities in Massachusetts and
Spanish-speaking communi-
ties in Texas. He received his
bachelors at Austin State Uni-
versity in 1997, masters of mu-
sic at Northwestern University
in 1998, and his doctorate of
musical arts at the University
of Michigan School of Music
in 2002.

Prof. Alicia Taylor joins
the school as an Assistant Pro-
fessor of Art. She received her
bachelors at Roberts Wesleyan
College in 2009, her Certifi-
cate in Arts Management and
masters of fine arts at SUNY
Brockport in 2013. “I am en-
ergized by the opportunity to
be a part of someone else’s
process in finding their voice,
within their work and in the
world,” said Taylor, “This
year, I’'m excited to engage
with students during this pro-
cess and foster an environment
of freedom, productivity and
expression in my classroom
through which we can all learn
and grow.”

The college is very excited
to bring so many new profes-
sors on board as it experiences
new growth in attendance. As
the year begins, be sure to take
some time and welcome these
professors to Houghton. %

Cold Creek:
Popular Local Band

RACHEL WRIGHT

Two Saturdays ago, on Au-
gust 30th, the Fillmore Hotel
was packed with over a hun-
dred people, the audience of
the up and coming local band,
Cold Creek. This group is
comprised of two Houghton
seniors, Holden Potter and
Evan Castle. The two began
playing music together during
their sophomore year, when
they both lived on the second
floor of Shenawana Hall. As
they were the only two guitar-
ists in their hall, they started
writing jazz and blues songs
together. The next year, they
went on to perform at the
Homecoming  Coffechouse.
Since it was their first time
playing live, the performance
did not go as well as they had
hoped, but the two continued
developing their musical style
over the next year.

Though their Facebook
page refers to their music as
being in the genre of “Country
Rock Awesomeness”, Castle
and Potter characterize their
sound as “hip-hop, pop, and
country”. They model their
songwriting after the art-
ist Sam Hunt, the prominent
American  country  singer.
They write their songs as
“just a chance to tell a story.”
Many of their songs are ro-
mantic. Their writing reflects
the small-town America rural
culture in which they both
grew up, in the tradition of
country, down-home music.
Potter states that “the town
of Fillmore had a huge influ-
ence...lyrically.” Castle plays
the six-string banjo - or gan-
jo - lead guitar, acoustic, and
sings harmonies, while Potter
sings lead vocals and plays
acoustic guitar. Occasionally,
they have a percussionist ac-
company them.

The group considers them-
selves to be outside the norm
of Houghton bands, since they
usually play outside the col-

lege and are not a worship
band. Most of their following
is also outside of the college,
since there is a large audience
for country music in the sur-
rounding area. The band has
done very well recently. They
claim that this is due to the
fact that there are not many
local country bands in the
area, and so there is a higher
demand for their sound. Their
Facebook page has over 350
likes and counting, they have
played live gigs in Rushford,
Olean and many other nearby
towns, and they even com-
peted this past summer in the
Country Showdown in Olean
and won second place.

This past semester, Cold
Creek recorded several tracks
with the help of fellow senior,
Jordan Sloat. These tracks are
available on their Facebook
and Soundcloud pages, and
they expect to put out an EP
within the next month. This
EP will be a chance for them
to showcase their abilities,
featuring pop acoustic songs,
southern rock styled songs,
and piano ballads, maintain-
ing their common acoustic
sound. After Potter graduates
in December, he is moving
down to Nashville to pursue
music, where Castle will fol-
low him after walking in May.
From there, the group plans on
putting out mixtapes to send to
record producers. Cold Creek
expects that their music will
evolve with the Nashville
style - more pop and more cre-
ative hooks. They hope that
this will add more soul to their
sound, bringing their many
diverse influences together to
create songs that are unique,
but accessible.

Their next gig is on Sep-
tember 19th, at 9:00pm in
Don’s Semi-Friendly Tavern
in Olean. They hope to draw
a large crowd and add to their
supporters as they move on to
the professional world of mu-
sic production. %

&
Evan Castle and Holden Potter performing.
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Birds of the Northeast: A Musically Constructed Work of Art

Birds
of the

Northeast

Album Cover Art for Birds of the Northeast

LAURA JOHNSON

Last winter, nineteen-year-
old Patrick Grace of Saratoga,
New York began recording a
collection of songs he started
writing at the age of fifteen in
his father’s basement studio.
Originally, the alternative in-
die project, titled Birds of the
Northeast, was a personal en-
deavor of therapeutic self-ex-
pression. Grace found solace
in his music as a documenta-
tion of negative emotions and
a non-confrontational confes-
sional to whom the songs are
written. However, his quietly
created project quickly be-

came more than he initially
intended.

Birds of the Northeast
toured this summer in the
Upstate area and released a
twelve track, self-titled album
on September 1st. The entire
work, which Grace describes
as the musical personification
of a mind, was written and re-
corded solely by him; every
intimate vocal track, honest
lyric, meandering guitar line,
rolling snare part, and whimsi-
cal bell jingle can be traced to
Grace’s superb musical abil-
ity and ingenuity -- save two
harmony tracks in which his
sister, Gigi, lent her vocal tal-
ents and a piano line added by

COURTESY OF PATRICK GRACE

engineer, Gary Tash of Pine-
wood Studios who mastered
the album.

Grace described the pur-
pose of Birds of the Northeast,
saying, “This project stands
for truth and the understanding
of who I am - even the dark-
est and most true parts of me.
I wanted it to sound like how
I feel, what my head sounds
like. I took what was going on
emotionally in my head and
translated it instrumentally.”

Although Birds of the
Northeast is a solo project,
Grace performs gigs as a duo,
utilizing the guitar and vocal
abilities of Houghton fresh-
man, James Johnson. Johnson,

a lifelong friend of Grace’s,
commented on the new album:
“You can tell the amount of
time and dedication that was
put into this album through the
musicianship, multiple harmo-
nies, and immense overlays.
In Birds, Patrick conveys an
accurate expression of an in-
tricate and striking extension
of himself.” He went on to de-
scribe Grace as a multitalented
person who quickly and eas-
ily develops new skills. Grace
started playing drums at the
age of twelve and three years
later picked up guitar. His love
and mastery of instruments
quickly grew to include bass,
mandolin, hand-bells, piano,
and xylophone -- all of which
were used on the album. He
cites Arcade Fire, Jack White,
Andrew Bird, and Badly
Drawn Boy as bands that have
heavily influenced his music.

Grace is also involved in
two additional, locally known
bands. He writes, plays gui-
tar and drums for The Penny
Stocks while leading vocally
for the band Good Fiction.
Johnson concluded, “He’s a
monster, he just doesn’t stop. I
really admire his adaptability
and versatility.”

Due to Grace’s varied mu-
sical skills and knowledge,
Birds of the Northeast con-
tains creative instrumentation
that experiments with tradi-
tional musical boundaries and
lyrical conceptions. “One Plus
One” and “Best (Parts 1 & 2)”
stand out as particularly ex-
ceptional on both plains. Lines
such as, “Stutter through my
sentences / please don’t love
me any less” and “I can’t be-
come what I am not / don’t
just put me on the spot” rep-
resent Grace’s straightforward
approach to lyric writing.
Musically, the serious tone of
guitar and snare in “One Plus

One” contrasted with quirky
xylophone lines meaningfully
inform the theme. Throughout
the entire album is an ongoing
conversation between routine
rock instruments and their
folksy counterparts. Grace’s
concept of “Best (Parts 1 &
2)” was to describe an interac-
tion and then express thoughts
concerning it through building
instrumentation and layered
harmonies. He explained Part
1 as what happened and Part 2
as the introspection of a now
churning mind.

Near the end of the album
plays “Yana,” a sweet, but re-
freshingly honest love ballad
written about a particularly
dear, long distance relation-
ship. The song is full of rich,
melodic guitar riffs until the
beginning of the bridge when
the music is stripped to con-
fused, sweeping chord chang-
es on mandolin and the muf-
fled audio of an actual phone
conversation between Grace
and his girlfriend, represent-
ing the distance between them.

Grace is by no means the
first to write meaningful mu-
sic, but he is the first to write
meaningful, beautiful music
out of his specific mindset and
personal experience with the
human condition. His album
is not only an honest repre-
sentation of the interworking
of an emotional mind, but also
a musically constructed work
of art.

Birds of the Northeast of-
fers a salient, emotionally sat-
urated, vulnerable monologue
regarding confusion, ambiva-
lence, anxiety, self-hatred,
love, and betrayal to the age-
old conversation of human ex-
perience that is music.

Birds of the Northeast can
be purchased on iTunes or lis-
tened to for free on Spotify or
Sound Cloud. %
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The Greenest Grass Is Where You Water It

LOIS LEETE

“We are approaching the
end of civilization. Take one
last look, so you remember
what it is like,” I joked with
the student I was bringing to
Houghton from the Rochester
airport. Yet here we are, from
all over the world, coming to
Houghton in droves. The land
flowing with milk and corn,
and enough cows for each
Houghton student to have at
least two.

To the non-Houghton stu-
dent, Houghton is an odd place
with nothing to do. To those of
us who have been here for four
years it is even odder. Many of
us often wonder why we are

still here with so little to do.
It is probably not “location,
location, location,” the main
reason real estate agents can
sell a piece of property, be-
cause Houghton is near noth-
ing. Walmart and Wegmans
are over 30 minutes away, and
the nearest mall is farther. Cof-
fee shops with windows that
provide natural light to bask in
are a dream,
wishful

thinking, TO
because it
takes longer
to get to one

than hours
of home- ton
work that
need to be
done. Mov-
ie theaters
are in the

It is difficult

the
H ough -
student,
Houghton is an
odd place with
ame bo NOtHING 1O dO. e
o me JO those of us

it? The real world is full of
diversity (religions, people
groups, beliefs, languages,
sexualities, ideas, and back-
grounds to name a few), op-
portunities to encounter the
unknown or new, maturity and
knowledge in discussing con-
troversial issues, knowledge
of how the world works, com-
fort and freedom of expres-
sion in art,
clothing,
piercings,
skin and
ideas, inde-
pendence
in decision
making, and
lastly  pri-
vacy, know-
ing that not
everyone
is going to
in your
business be-
cause it is

non-

ine their  duty.
life can be Wh O h ave been These would
llved with- be huge

ut these benefits  if
necessmes here for four Houghton
Aren’t they was located
necessary years It IS even somewhere
for us to else. We
learn  how O d d e r- would have
to live in the B —— opportuni-

real world?

Speaking of the real world,
how can Houghton’s location
possibly relate in any way to

ties to learn how to interact
with and execute these func-
tions of the real world.

Many of the attributes of

the real world we seem to be
lacking are relational. The
tangible places to go are often
places you go with people, and

invest in people the way we
can in Houghton. Often, when
I ask why people haven’t
transferred it is because of the

the intan- friendships
gibles are they have
'jglatggople- When you learn iormed.
could Houghton

argued that
we do not

*to love every-
one, that begins

we learn to
love people

have the like Jesus
manpower, . loves  us.
as it were, tO defl ne eve ry We can
in diver- . practice
sity or ma- eX pe rl e n Ce - loving oth-
turity here ers so that
on campus. when  we
However, if are  done

you cannot learn to enjoy life
with people who are similar
(with many small and some
major differences) how can
you expect to enter into a di-
verse world and handle your-
self with maturity and dignity?
Houghton affords you the op-
portunities to learn how to in-
vest and cultivate meaningful
relationships because there is
not much else to do.
Everything becomes an
opportunity to build relation-
ships, to learn more about
your fellow humans and how
they function. It provides the
opportunity to learn how to be
a friend and care about other
people. Whereas, in a busier
place you would be too dis-
tracted with things to do to

here we can go out into the
world and love our neighbor
no matter who they are.

When you learn to love ev-
eryone, that begins to define
every experience. You can go
anywhere and be content be-
cause you have learned to love
and love can go with you ev-
erywhere - to both rural and
urban places in any and every
country - and you can be con-
tent no matter what is or is not
in a particular location as far
as diversity or things to do.
There will always be people to
love, who will make wherever
you are living a place to prac-
tice love, and ultimately your
home. %

Lois is a senior pre-art therapy
major

Worsh|p The Tension Between Ritual and Reflection

&
ANTHONY BURDO

HOPE SCHWARTZ

Worship is a lifestyle. The
expression of worship as a
lifestyle can constitute many
different spiritual disciplines.
Some of these disciplines in-
clude devotions, Bible studies,
prayer, preaching, serving,
fasting and meditation. As a
chapel deacon, I am interested
in corporate worship, which
is an avenue through which
many Christians can experi-
ence those different spiritual
disciplines.

I spent this past sum-
mer interning at two differ-
ent churches. Throughout
the internship, I was able to
participate in many different
ministry activities. Out of all
the activities I participated in,
I feel one that had the great-

est impact upon my life was
active observation. Through
observation I was able to take
notice of behaviors that seem
to go unnoticed. One of the
observations I made was that
traditional corporate worship
seems to encourage Christians
to live out their faith in condi-
tioned ritualistic ways.

This deserves explanation.
In this particular church, com-
munion was celebrated on the
fourth Sunday of every month.

seemed as though the atmo-
sphere didn’t foster the ability
to truly participate in commu-
nion in remembrance of Jesus’
life, death, and even triumph
over the grave. It was at that
moment I noticed many Chris-
tians seem to go through the
motions during corporate wor-
ship. I got the impression that
although the group mentality
contributed to a certain amount
of unity, it also contributed
to conditioning the group to

One par- worship in
ticular very spe-
Sunday _ cific  ac-
I noticed One Of the Obser tions; and
some - H if these ac-
re.vations | made [t
unusual A tinue over
during was that tradl_ a period of
commu- 4= time, they
nion. The tional corporate seco me
event o . more of a
commu- WOrShip seems to Ll
s v encourage Chris- grenior
f h 1 1 hip.
Tosaes tians to live out %, .
Creed and = = - have been
aae win thelr faith in con- 0% o
a recita- (R . . . ous times
ion or ditioned ritualistiC rougnout
the Lord’s corporate
Prayer. 1 WayS_ worship
realized that I truly
that while was wor-

I was reciting these prayers,
as an expression of worship,
I didn’t truly understand what
I was giving assent to. It

shipping God, but it seemed
that in those times, I was miss-
ing out on some other part of
the regimented schedule of

corporate worship. When I
was praying, the group was
getting out their money to
tithe; or when the pastor was
preaching, I was not even lis-
tening to his
sermon, but
reflecting on

tional corporate worship limit
our ability to genuinely wor-
ship God?

If we are to live a life of
worship, what happens dur-
ing corporate
worship is a
significant as-

the songs we
had just sung.

Based
upon this ob-
servation, I
noticed there
seems to be

Maybe we just
need to stop
going through
the motions

pect we have
to consider.

tension in
corporate
worship. We
may all sing
together, re-
cite the same
prayer, and eat
of the same
Eucharist, but underneath it
all, our faith is based upon our
individual decision to enter
into a relationship with God.
There is tension between unity
and individuality. I fear that if
our corporate worship doesn’t
give enough attention to the
individual aspect we may ac-
tually hinder our maturity as
Christians.

I am afraid that our cor-
porate worship may become
just another ritual, and not a
genuine expression of wor-
ship. Can we truly draw close
to God through corporate wor-
ship that gives little attention
to the need for individual as-
pect of our faith? Does tradi-

rious

and get se-

worship.

1 fear
that Chris-
tians  aren’t
encouraged
to engage

personally
in corporate
worship. 1
fear observ-
ing Christians
just going
through  the
motions. We
need to consider the different
elements of corporate wor-
ship. Or maybe we just need
to stop going through the mo-
tions and get serious about
worship. If you ask me, as a
community here at Houghton,
let’s get serious about wor-
ship. Let us join together dur-
ing our chapel services, Bible
studies, and Sunday services,
and make a decision to stop
going through the motions,
and let us use those different
expressions of worship to gen-
uinely grow our faith for the
glory of God! %

about

Hope
major

is a senior religion
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CORY BRAUTIGAM

Don’t waste your life
never being interrupted. I
continually find it true that it
is better to be a person who
is easily interrupted than a
person who never allows
interruptions to affect them.
Maybe I’m just putting in a
good word for spontaneity,
but I think there is something
more to being a person who is
attentive to interruption than
just being spontaneous.

On Interruption

Interruption is the breaklng
of continuity. Whether it is the

this from us. Second, we are
more attuned to the negative

continuity interruptions.
of a - As we notice
conversation, £ P I ease d O the baby
t h & cryi hil
rying while

continuity of
a walk in the

not interrupt”

trying to talk
on the phone,

Negative interruptions are
quite common in this age,
the age of technology and
consumerism. Facebook and
advertisements interrupt us
daily, but these “fly in the
french toast” moments are not
the only kind of interruptions.

this person, you are called to
be attentive to interruptions,
even to build your life on the
interruptions of Christ.

The usefulness of]
interruption is evident in
various ways. It can humble
us. It can remind us that we

park, or the we miss the There are times when the are not the only person with an
continuity haS been flute-like call welcoming of a disturbance agenda, and that other people
of life, of the Oriole will allow us to better enjoy and their cares are worth
interruptions Ove rdone. as we run the very continuity being our attention. It can teach us
interfiere. through the interrupted. about the world around us,
They come about things that
in all shapes and sizes. When park. “Please do not . we are not even
you’re walking down to the interrupt” has been There are tlmes When aware are there
townhouses and the siren goes overdone. Surely for us to be taught

off: interruption. When you’re
trying to finish a paper and
your roommate strikes up a
conversation: interruption.

We generally consider
interruptions bad. The reason
for this, I believe, is two-
fold.  First, interruptions
get in the way of what we
expect to happen or what we
are planning. In moments of
interruption, we are rendered
somewhat helpless. We like
to be in control. We like to
have a plan. We feel a sense of
entitlement -- this is our time,
and we can do with it what
we want. Interruption takes

there is a time (in
fact, many a time)
not to interrupt,
but because we are
always being told
that we should not
interrupt we learn to
react as if we have
been wronged when
we are interrupted.
My brother once
found a fly cooked
into his french toast at a
diner, this was an unwelcome
interruption to his mealtime.
Bad interruptions do exist, and
they take away from whatever
it is that they are disrupting.

the welcoming of a
disturbance will allow
us to better enjoy the
very continuity being

interrupted.

I would argue that the
greatest interruption of all
time was the incarnation of
Jesus Christ, who is the very
foundation of the Christian
faith. If you confess faith in

about. It can guide
us into new places,
places we would
not have imagined
we would be. It is in
being aware of the
interruptions in our
life that we grow.
Of course there are
still  interruptions
that we  should
disregard, but if we
pay attention we might be
surprised at what goodness we
find interrupting our lives. %

Cory is a senior business and
philosophy major

he mission of the Houghton Star is to preserve and promote the values

of dialogue, transparency and integrity that have characterized Houghton

College since its inception. This will be done by serving as a medium
for the expression of student thought and as a quality publication of significant
campus news, Houghton area news, and events.

This is a lonely box.

Advertise here.

Email editor@houghtonstar.com for rates and Sizes.

SPEAK
OUT!

Letters to the editor
should be 250 words or less

SUBMIT TO

editor@houghtonstar.com

You can comment on articles online at
www.houghtonstar.com

HOUGHTONSTAR.COM

2014

LUKE LAUER // Editor-in-Chief
DANI EATON // News Editor

CORY BRAUTIGAM // Opinions Editor
TYLER ASHLEY // Opinions Editor
LAUREL WROBLICKY // Features Editor ANTHONY BURDO // Graphics & Photo Editor

e Hou hton

STAR

EDITOR@HOUGHTONSTAR.COM I FACEBOOK.COM/THEHOUGHTONSTAR I TWITTER.COM/HOUGHTONSTAR I INSTAGRAM @HOUGHTONSTAR

2015

BRADY ROBINSON // Video Editor
NATHAN SIRCY // Business Manager

SUSAN BRUXVOORT LIPSCOMB // Faculty Adviser



8 | FEATURES SepPTEMBER 12, 2014

//senior art major
Kate hopes to practice art therapy one day. She works in all sorts of
mediums but most recently watercolour & ink. She has also written a
poem a day for almost four years.

of the

From top right, clockwise

Trafalgar Square,
watercolor and ink

Y while eating crepes,
| watercolor and ink

London streets,
watercolor and ink

from the Prime Meridian
watercolor and ink

| never really
wanted to
be an artist. |
did however
want to be
an astronaut,
then an
archaeologist
and eventually |
sort of realized
| had always
been an artist.

the reflection at Versailles
watercolor

~ LUKE LAUER
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Be clearly aware of the stars & infinity on high. Then life
seems almost enchanted after all.
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