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Calling students to "more than this,
One·Thing Ministries hosted a mini-conference
during the last week ofjanuary Lituring Allen
Hood from the International House of Prayer
in Kansas City. -[he subjects of his talks were the
prayer of Chris[ Con Wednesday morning) and
prayer in [he life of the church (on Wednesdar
evening). in keeping with the thrust of the
minis[n hosting the conference, Mr. Hood
challenged students [o consider the effect ot
placing a relational prayer life with God as the
"one thing ' which defines their Christian walk,
asking "(lin we be bold enough to forsake our
culturally-sensitive methodology to pursue lives
of fasting .ind prayer?"

Reactions [o the messages werc mixed;
some embraced and were encouraged by this
call, some dismissed it while taking issue with
his non-excgetical preaching, some disagreed
on philosophical grounds, while some were
apathetic. For some, Mr. Hood seemed [o
authenticate what they had felt called to pursue
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Wishing Gochpeed God Speed?
L.ast month Tim Fuller, Houghton's

Vice President of Enrollment Management,
announced his decision to eliminate the
college's ministry [earns for [he 20()6-2()()7

school year. Among the teams are the worship
band Godspeed, vocal ensemble Heirborne,.ind
string quarnet Fourknown. all of which travel
regularly during the school year sharing music
at churches, youth events and chapel services on
campus.

Fuller's decision to eliminate the teams

was made in consideration of both budget
constraints and the college's long-term goal of
increasingenrollmen [ to 140() students by 101 ().
Next year's budget restrictions unfortunately
allow fur either die re-establishment of .i

Director of Church Relations position, or
keeping the ministry teams running. Expenses
for the latter include nor only adminis[rative

Only One Thing?
or to express something which they h.id Iblt
was needed. For others, the call to a lifestyle of
prayer seemed to be imbalanced. One student
Ii:1[ he catne across as "having the one and only
method" to being a true Christian and that
anyone whose life looked different than his
conception ot prayer must bc doing something
wrong, possibly contributing [o a spiritual
elitism which seems [o pervade [hose involved
in pra>er ministry in [hc body of Chris[.

Ihe messages raised issues of not only
how individuals approach their own devotional
life, but of what emphasis those involved in
Christian education should place on developing
the hearts of thme being traincd, Expanding
upon the need for a relational Christianity, Mr.
Hood suggested tha[ God is not seeking, nor
does he need, servants who can work our iust
the right methods (indeed, the angelic servants
at his disposal are stronger than we could ever
be) of scnice, but rather, God desires hearts

that are rela[ing to him and to each other in

costs but stipends, musical equipment and travel
fur the seventeen s[udents involved.

Reintroduction of the position 01
Director of Church Relations, a job previoibly
held by Womms Soccer coach Dr. David Lewis,
is a move Fuller believes will be strategic in
reaching the 1400 goal. Fulfilling the role of
pastor/mentor/counselor for [he ministry teams
and coordinating their interview. selection
and training processes and church placements
dre only part of the I)ircctor of Church
Relations' iob description. Also included are the
adminisIrativO .ispec[s of running Equipping .
fur Ministry. Hi)ughton's Wesle>·an ordination 
program for non-traditional pastors, hos[ing
on-campus church events and helping building
mutually beneficial relationships between the
college and churches. a

love. Ihe que.tions raised areif we will rela[ c to
God and how we will rel.irc to him. If God is a

relational God. existing for ercrnity as a loving
community ot persons, Father. Son, and Holy
Spirit, how might we respond if we realize that
we are called into relationship with the one who
first loved us as the Father loves the Son?

Ihe final invitation given a[ the
conference was [oanswer [hat call to relationship
by cultivating a life of prayer. In response to the
first and greatest commandment. Mr. Hood
suggested thai there really is only one thing
that.is necessary: to fall in love with God and
respond in relationship through prayer.

So, is only one thing needed, as extreme
.i. thar sounds? Hopefully this question will raise
and foster dialogue as students ask this question
and discern an answer for themselves. *

-Brent Cl),linberlttin
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Coffeehouse Review: Nicholas Fiedler

This past 7hursday. January 26, wearing
a hoodic and distressed jeans, Nicholas Fiedler

 looked like any other college student at
Houghton. But this recent college graduate-
was actually a visiring musician from Georgia

who was the special guest performer at the CAB

coficehouse in the Campus (:enter lounge.
When he started to play his acoustic guitar,
however. it soon became evident that he didn't

just look like a student, but he also sounded like

many·other college students with a great voice

who has put a fair amount of time inro learning
how to play the guitar. Fiedler does have talent

«but he was just lacking the extra ability and

appeal tha[ is necessary in securing a respectable

placc as a performer in the music field.

Fiedler is fighting his own declaration that
an English degree is "absolutely worthless unless

you get a master's degree...or work at Starbucks:

by using his Creative Writing major [o produce
a series of narrative songs based on the book of
Hosea. -Ihe songs portray a marriage thar has
fallen apar[, and a loving and faithful husband
who is trying to win back his wife who has
left him to become a prostitute. While these
inventire tunes arc admittedly darker than his

orha songs, Fiedler's hopes [hat they will"appeal

to the emo crowd" may not fully be embraced
bv fans of Matchbook Romance and the like.

In addition to playing some of his priginal

songs and a couple of covers, he also played
hymns and praise songs, such as Soon and Ven
Soon, Ihe Solid Rock. Nothing But the Blood.

and provided a dynamic conclusion with Peace
Like a River (It is Well). He also tried to have a

, liule bit of- banter with the crowd a la Pedro the

Lion, providing time for a question .ind answer
session mid-show. I don't think he got the sort

of response he was hoping for, and hc sure wastit
expecting the question regarding I)cscartcs'
Evil Genius Hypothesis; Im sure it gave him

something to ponder on the Right home.
Despite his inability to pronounce some of

his favorite musicians names, I still found Ficdler

and his southern nvang quite endearing when he

Has gushing about his bride-to-be, 1.eslic, and

when he was earnestly talking about his dcsirc to
produce respectable Christian music, and even

when he alluded to the mysterious beef hc has
with another Christian musican, Chris Ibm lin.

Asking for some studen[s' responses w the
concert. 1 was met with a resounding response

of "he was pretty good"by everyone asked. One
student pointed out that his mellow music and
demeanor was beneficial because otherwise it

would have been awkward when everyone was

talking and when mos[ people left. He provided

a nice distraction from papers and readings that
had to be done, but his music did not have a i

strong enough lure t6 keep many students
distracted for very long.

While I think it was awfully nice of
Nicholas to leave Georgia in January and
brave the frigid temperatures of Houghton, 1
cannot help bu[ think he may have been better :

sui[ed (and bet/cr appreciated) in chapel or a

Koinonia service. Along with his Christian-
speaker fiancd, who he insists is a Kate Hudson
look-alike, Nicholas has developed a worship
ministn· to travel around w dilferent church

events to inspire people wi[h music and a
message. Nicholas and his fiance's mission is an

admirable one, and 1 think that with his strong

voice and kind heart he will do a phenomenal

job as long as hc sticks with the track that keeps

him playing for worship services and youth
retrears where he can encourage [hc spiritual life
of others through his music. *

-Rachel Virugliese
Sbilf'Writeri

THE STAR IS ALWAYS

' IN NEED OF WRITERS:

' ONE TIME
0 CONTRIBUTIONS

• ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.

. PLEASE EMAIL THE

, EDITOR AT

 STAR@HOUGHTON.EDU

Student responses to the cut ranged from
venomous to saddened, as the impact ofministry
teams has been notably positive. Junior Chris
Alberts, Heirborne veteran of two years, cites

the work of other Wesleyan colleges' ministry
teams as having a "profound impact on [his]
Christian walk" during high school, and his
desire to participate in a team led to attending
Houghton. Apart fom their stated goals like
leading "[hose to whom we minister into
[God's] presence," team members gain valuable
experience both musically and personally.
Being on ...Heirborne... has taught me more

, about myself, and life in general than I can

I even imagine." reflects Alberts. In addition, the
, financial aid factor keeps studying at Houghion

 possible for some.
When asked if he had consulted any

students before eliminating ministry teams for
the upcoming year, Fuller responded that he
diant reet i[ was necessary." He felt he already

knew the good things students would say, and
would agree with them, lauding team members

as "great students" who "do well" in their job.

' Sensible of the teams' work and impact, Fuller

assures the cut was "not made with any relish.

-Ihe possibility ofreinstating ministry teams will

be reviewed with the 2007-2008 budget. No

specific numerical goals have been·set at which
the teams will return. However, allowances have

 been made for the upcoming year for ad hoc
I worship bands to occasionally visit churches,

though not as regularly as current ministry
teams.

Most will agree thar the elimination ot
ministry teams was a [amentable decision, but

as Fuller acknowledges, "choices are tough,
especially when [hey involve people." *

-Emily Hale
Guest Writer

Pic< A Professor

The Star has added a

new feature--a faculty
book review. Send in

suggestions for which
professors you'd like to
hear from to

Star@boughton.edu
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Which God Are They Serving?

Ihc idea of inclusivism with regards to
salvation through Christianity is just that, an
idea. It stems from a desire, an earnest longing,
for the salvation of-all people. In certain conrexts
the messageofthe Gospel ofiesus Christ is nearly
impossible to bring toligh[. his the impossibility
of the goal to reach the "lost" around the world
.ind provide them with the message
of salvation thar has led many people
to explore [Ile prospect of a further 
reaching deliverance from the sinful 1 'CA'
nature of man. -lhose who know·

and have accepted the gift of Christ
often are stricken with questions
regarding who will be saved. If it
is an exclusive group then why are
some more tortunate than others?

irliv is ir that, if [1,· only way of

salvation is a personal proclaniation
and acceptance of Christ as Lord,
h() Illc people are more likely to
be preNcnied with or discover this
truth? Inclusivism explores the idea

that some people may be saved

from eternal punishment .ind have
their [ransgressions furgiven outside
of their personal knowledge and
acceptance ok Christ.

While traveling across the Middle East I

hpent most of my time with Muslini men and
women. As 1 discovered who each individual

was and how their faith in God affected their

personal lives 1 was challenged with the idea

of inclusivism. Being unable, both legall>· and
,*ocially. to sharc Ille eospel message with them,
1 tore myselfapart wondering why everyone that
1 came into contact with w.is d.imned according

to what 1 had been brought up believing. As i

sitidied [he Muslim faith I found one similarity

after anoiher ro my own beliefs. Bur it seemed
that Islam complerch· overlooked [hc most

important elemen[ of Christimiry, [he deity of
Jesus Christ. Essentially, the Mulim view of

God is incomplete.
Ihe idea that God became a man

for .1 time and was killed by man is absolutely
0!fensiv:and terrihing toa Muslini. Chris[imiry,
which fucuses on God's love fur man, sees the

manitestation 06(,od as the ultimate expression

of his loving character. God lowered himself to
our level because of his unconditional love for

liN.

As I conversed with different people I
tried to get some insight as to who a Muslim
belicvc Jesus was. The Koran mentions Jesu.
several times and Islam generally gives a good
impression of Christ. Christ is one of the great
prophet who were given messages from God.
Christ wais a bringer of love and by the power

of God uus able to do many miraculous things.
But Christ was not deiry and the>· believe thai w
think 50 is not only foolish but .in otiuns: that

will send Christians to hell fur a period of time.

howhat happens to [hcman whoisupright?
Ihe child who is ignoran[? Ihe woman who is
pure? Will [he salvation brought to hunianity
bi· Christ bc cxclusive? A Jort ok celestial country
club where the furrunate enough to hear arc the
only members? these questions broke mc apart
.is I wandered the 5[rects of Cairo looking in[0
the eyes ofall the p.ople [h.it t.iii.d [o meet the

prerequisites club membership. Aly faith became
so unstable [h.it some days I felt I was d Muslim

and others I [ried w be a C.hristian. 1 pra>·cd iii
mosques .ind read the Bible. I couldn't Come to
grips wi[h [he idea th.it in crowds of so many
individualb there w.is no one who came before

God as righteous but me. Muslim .irc no[ evil

people. Evil people can be Muslims. 1 came to a
„mi-conclusion th.i[ Chri,['s work on the cros.3

was indeed for all humanity, but wme men may

not even realize the graciousness of the God they
scek.

When [ canic stunibling ou[of the·Middle

0

East I was broken .ind wandering. I was lost and
desperately wanting to be found. I went home

to Kenya and I walked for rhrce dan in the Rift
Valley by myselfwith nothing to cat wondering
if God had allowed an>·one else to firl as I did.

Why was Chris[ clear [o me yet ic) mysterious. I
couldn't disbelieve vet I wasn't comfortable

believing.o
It's difficult to say where i.im

foday. 1 can't even begin to suggesr

that I have answered .my of my

questions. I always wonder if God

will snap his fingers on J day of
judgment and sa>· to us all, "hey, .
you, look at mc...1 am the God
you were looking for. though you
wa confused and misled.- On J

daily basis I find myself asking God
over and over again to have mercy
on me and .111 [hose wk seek him.

I wonder where nw friend, md

acquaintances in Egyptart and how
I can help bring some light to their

lives. 1 pray thai God would show
them a true picture of himself and

that they would come [o accept it.
But still chere lingers [he question.

%'hat about those who don't ever conic to [hc

conclusion thai Christ is 1.ord? Ar: [he>· furever

damned? I 've never found .in answer. *

-A,iron AdkinsC,imt 12'FiEr 

From the Editor.-

I realize th,it these ide,ls,:re clialle,igilig

to most of us. dild tbilt it few people might

even be ojfended. However. o,ze of the goils oj

the ,ir is to discm the mitny diferent ideirs

of [hose in our communil. 11* St<[r is trying
to begin a di,ilogite th,tt we will,ill le,innmd

bencjit «from. but we c,in't do tiwt without

yon· Miu.

Wirb dwi iii mind. pluse e„,dil your

responses to this or ,iny other St,ir mticie. to

st,ar@holighto,2.edu .
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Arts

Featured Artist: Jaqueline Speiller

MANAGING iiI)!TOR

Kelscv Ham,

1)1*IC.N FI)11(111

Allison Brown

BUNINESS MAN.Ac .R

Victori.1 Kempkin

Oil on canvas by junior, Jackie Speiller.
Ihi· concepts bchind Speiller'b paintings get at
one of the m>steries of human hision: some
of the most motivating philosophical and
[heological concepts are the most difficult to
define. When language falls short. nonobjective
painting may be [he most appropriate mdium
for expressing dicineffable. Speiller explains her
paintings with some of these mystifying words,
like unity, purity, atoncment, uniqueness and
process.

"For this painting I was thinking about
purity," she says. "thc purity of [he color and
the purity of the form. Her interpretation
of these concepts arc deeply influenced by her
fai th. " 1 f I had to l wo uld t i tl e t h is 'the blood of

the limb.' I'm In·ing to undemand what [har
means to me--tha[ the blood of jesus could be

pure and holy." Speiller describes having a
sense of"dialoguing with God" ii·hile sh, paints.
1 feel like he show mc a lot through it that I
cant really put into words. 01- course i['s ven

EDITOR IN(:1111·1

(Ihristint· Dil·imit,

expressive. Painting is a way of mcditating for
mc.

Her color choices are also influenced by

an idea thar the goal of mixing paint is to Dollie
to the shade which is the most pure. lt's an idea
which has interesting theological implications.

since the most pure color is not what comes
directly out of a tube. Purity can only be
arrived at through a meticulous development of
combinations.

1 think it has something to 310 with
unity," Speiller says. "When I'm mixing c)lors
1 doni ever feel like they're ever competing with
each other, but thcy're working together and it's

coming to be something in the end." Ihe result
in Speiller's paintings is an amazing vibrant
intensity. "'Ihey're bright like life." she says. *

THE STAR STAFF

Al)\'INC )1;

i'mi l)c ['crkini

Ralinc Kclada-Scdra

*TAFF WRITERS

1Gchcl V.lrughnc
Nick Dil·onm

-Kelsey Harro
Arts liditor

COLUMNIN 1 3

Stephen Sorricn
Adam Sukhi.i

Andrew Davis

Jo,cph Freeman

Greg K=mprath

HIADING DESIC,N
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1]be Food Critic

Cibon

Downtown Rochester is home to a

number of little bistros, caks, and delis.

One oftic "nizist visit spots is Park Ave's

Cibon. Ihc European style bistro serves
up a stylish city lounge atmosphere with an
eclectic array of art, chandeliers and leather

couches. Whether you wan[ to ca[ a meal,
dessert, or just have coil·ce or [ea, Cibon is

worth finding for the atmosphere alone.
For a meal or snack they serve .i

wide array of fucaccia pizzas and panini
sandwiches as well as pasta dishes, a number
of salads and appetizcrs like Bruscherm amd
cheese Irays Served with mixed greens, the
Saint Oliver panini was a perikct blend 01
mozzarella cheese, sun dried tomatocs, and

olivcs thai providcd a Havorful kick. For
dessert the blackbirry gelato was smooth
and flavorful but not worth $2 a scoop.
Stick with a slice of cheesecake or danish.

-Ilic portions were a little small fur
the price. At dinner the panini was $9
which I did not have a problem paying
mostly because, much like a gambler
in a casino. 1 was so cngrossed in the
em·ironmen[ that I lost myself in another
world of conversation and candleligh[
What I really paid for was the experience,
and the food was a delicious bonus. Check

out the menu and Set direc[ions online at
www.2tastc.com/cafecibon . *

-Addin Suid,idCohimnist 

Email your response

to this or any
other article to

the Editor at

STAR@HOUGHTON.EDU ]
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1 went to see Peter Jackson's remake of

King Kong film twice over Christmas break
and absolutely loved it. 1 am drawn to this story
- no[ imply because I blindly love any film
with dinosaurs in it - but because 1 fc:1 that

King Kong is a magnificent modern myth. It is
about the beast inside us [har is killcd by society,
becaubc it simply cannot exist in the highly
mcchanized, highly manner-driven world we
Ihave crcatcd [o protect us from the evils of the

unknown. Kong's ascension of [he Empire State
Building, his defiance iii the face of the fighter
p 1.in es, h i s fal l i n t o t h e st r ee t s o f M a n h .1 I t a n - a re
a perfect allegory for the castration of modern

man. Something wild has been sacrificed fur

sonic{hing safe. And when this ugly thing inside
us we have conveniently airbrushed out of our

IMAGE "Culture: the cry of men in face oj
their destiny.

Albert C,imus

King Kong & the Desert Fathers:
the Aesthetics of Altitude

lives rears its head- [he part of our world thai
doesni recoil in shock and horror vow can bc

sure is loading the heavy artillery.

I thought about this allegory fur omc
time and worider - what i3 it about altitude

that we love in [he aestleIics ot our Atories?

Why does Kong h.ivc to climb to the top of the
skyscrapcri Why docs James (:.igney in White
Heat climb the gas tower before exclaiming
"Top ot- the world, Mal- I[ seems that as soon

as we got kicked out of the g.irden, we %[arted
building towers. To get where?

'Ihis ton'cr aesthetic reminds mc of Luis

Bunuel's 1965 film. Simone of the Desert. Ilic

film is based on an actual 4th century desert

monk, Simone, who in pursuit of holiness and
inner purity, stands on top of a wooden tower.

Ihe devil comes to t:nip[ him many times .ind
Simone has ro deal w·ith peas,inia expecting
mir.Kles and fellow monks expecting blessings.
What drove [he monks to [hc towers? Did they,

like Ic.trus. equate elevation with immortality?
[herc is something about the Icarus sic,ry [hat

appears over .ind over again - King Kong, fur
example - iii our stories. And every [imc, wc
know the hero will fall. even .8 we exul[ in [he

acent. Perhaps it is because art, like Camus says,
is our collective rage against the gilded cages we
have built for ounches, *

-Stepben 5*reiism

Faculty Boot[ Review Marilynne Robinsons Gilead

I read this novel last summer while sitting
, in an Adirondack chair under the maple trcc in
t my backyard, looking up occasionally to watch
N my daughter Gn her swing-set or my son asleep

 in his stroller. The setting seemed particularlyappropriate to the mood and pace of this book.
il Gilead, with its slow, deliberate, and meditative

 tempo, is not for those who are looking for abrisk plot. If you have the time, however, to
ms Sip rather than gulp a novel in the coming
6.

0 weeks or months, this one will reward you with
5 a finely crafted reflection on a lifetime of faith

and faithfulness. The narrator, John Ames, is a

76-year-old minister who has been told by his
doctors that he could die suddenly and at any
time.The novel is thus the first-person narrative
of his life with his thoughts on what it means
to surrender a world he loves. While a novel

with such a self-reflective narrator could be

interesting, it could alsobevery dull. What saves

Gilead are nvo masterful choices on the parr of faith as seriously as Gilead and, of those thai do,
the author, Marilynne Robinson. First, this is e*n fewer are so skillfully written. Save this j
not a self-indulgent, introspective ramble. mis novel for a moment when you can savor it, but -4
old preacher has a very particular audience: his don't fail to put it on your reading list.
seven-year-old son. Ames writes to explain
his faith to the son whom he will not live to Two notes: 1) this novel is available in an

raise. -This lends an urgency to his narrative of audio version. I have both read the hovel and 3
why he has remained a believer when others in listened to it on c.d. I would recommend either 5
his family did not and gives poignancy to his version-or both! 2) Marilynne Robinson will Z
thoughts on the faith. Ihe second important be speaking at the Calvin Festival of Faith and d
move Robinson makes is to introduce a plot Writing (which a group of Houghton students j
line that occurs alongside Ames's meditations and professors will be attending) this April. If
on the end of his life. Ihe wayward son of a you're attending this festival, don't miss hearing {
dear friend returns to town and begins to spend her speak. •
time with Ames's wife and son. Ames must

then decide how to treat this man, whose past -Susan Bruxvoon Lipscomb -
actions he finds despicable, and to think about -Profess°rof English
what will happen to his own family when he
is dead. Few novels written in the past one
hundred years take the claims of the Christian

5
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Students Gather To «Save The Beach"

Ihe Save the Beach colicehouse and forum on February Ist
drew· a crowd of students and faculty, which, in all likelihood,
broke the campus cemer fire code. Concerned friends and students
of Dr. Beach gathered to discuss the circumstances surrounding

th, elimination of his position, expressing their support with
peritions, onstage statements, and sheer numbers. -Ihe crowd was
entertained with perforniances hy Leroy Townes and rhe Lone

Stars. Henry 1-ings[on. John Butern, and alumna John Hale>'.
Of special now was a cheer led by inti Martinez and a srirring

comment from Dr. Airheart, urgingstudents to be cognizant ofthe
iniluence tliat goes wirh their role as the college's prime customer
base. SGA President, jason Shambach, and Vice-president, Kcvin

Ihompson spoke about the issue ofcommunication between the
student body and the administration and par[icularly expressed
concern over a decision to use the Student Activities Fund for other

purposeN. -Illey invited an>· student with comments about issues
on canipus'rn come to the SGA 0!Tice. 7hree hours and 20 pots of
cok after the forum's start, the petition askieg the administration
to reconsider their decision had over 500 signatures; this means
almost halfofall Houghion students signed a documcnt attesting
[o our appreciation of and continuing support for a beloved and
esteemed professor. *

-Nicit DiFonzo

. Std'Writer
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Opinion

Friends,

Sometimes it is easy to get discouraged,

especially this time of the year. It is cold, grey,
snowy, Chrisimas is over and there's already so
much work...and it is a long, long way to get to
.iny metropolis from here!

But 1 have had an 'ah-ha moment', and

I feel .is if it might be ameliorative to pass it
along to the rest of the Houghton Community.
My spirits soared tonight listening to Dr. Bill
John Ncwbrough's spectacular recital. During
the intermission 1 walked next door .ind viewed

one of the most enjoyable art gallery displays
i ve ever witnessed. (Thc Bucchner exhibit.)

How very remarkable it is. in this tiny hamlet,
to enjoy that quality of art and music, all free
of charge. 1 realized anew how blessed I am.

In Response...
Befure I begin I would like to thank

Inti fur his submission, which I know was

intentionally provocative for the purpose d
debate. As a friend and fellow seeker of truth

I just have a couple points to make about his
editorial "Mistake Afier Mistake," also for the

purpose of debate.

Firstly, Inti, I am confused about the

purpose of your article. You seem to be mixing
two issues. First, you have a genuine dislike for

American policy. Second, you are exhorting

1 community members [o have a proactive

Christian worldview that involves formulating

and voicing opinions as well as traveling abroad

to expand those opinions. 1 have no beef with
those nvo purposes in and ofthemsclves. We can

certainly debate the specifics of US domestic/
fureign policy. Also, you and I both agree [hat
Christians should be more involved, and I direct

you to an editorial 1 authored in Fall '04 thai
stated just that.

The problem, however, comes when you

mix these two purposes [ogether. You have, in

essence. used Jesus to support your views on very

political issues. "WWJD?" you ask. "He would
be opposed to the tax cuts for the rich and social
program cuts for [he poor.

You have taken a political issue, tax cuts,
simplified it into a sentence full of political and

partisan jargon, applied your understanding of

"social justice" to it, and finally claimed that
because you find [har sentence to represent
something "wrong" or "unjust," so would Jesus.
You can certainly say thai[ as a Latino from
Honduras your ideas lean toward socialism
and you hold many anti-American views. I

very much appreciate that you hold such views
because it encourages debate and an active search

fur the truth y 10 mejor. Also, wc certainly

need to apply our understanding of Jesus from

Scripture, other writings, and personal revelation

On any given week in Houghton. say this week
for example, one can have the opportunity to
hcar a nationally known Tolkein scholar speak
in chapel; [o sit near Shirley Close in church
and enjoy her angelic voice; to watch a spirited
athletic competition and the accompanying
pageantry of Shenawana: Men in Kilts; 211 while
living in Christian community and participating
iii [he on-going philosophical dialogue IIiat
has continued down through the ages of
higher education. C Ihis .ind the possibility of
Houghton's first woman president all in one
week!)

As humans, it is .111 [00 easy to focus on the
potholes and miss the charming country road.
Sometimes a[ Houghron we can get bogged
down on budget cuts, politics, and perry strifc
and miss God's blessings on this place.

to our world. -lhar is [le essence ot having a
Christian worldview.

1 do not believe, however, that you can
put juch words directly into the mouth of Jesus

simply to buttress your argument.

Finally, I have a problem wi[h your s [a [cment
regarding the gap between public opinion and
public policy in the US, which you assume is

a negative thing. in my understanding of lhe
Federalist Papers, particularly #'s 52,56,57. and

58, this gap is a good thing in [he eyes of the
authors of the Constitution.

Just try and follow your logic to its end. If
public opinion and policy were one in [he same

we would be governed by the results of Gallup

polls. Ihat may not sound like such a horrible
thing to the reader who has not seen the results
of such polls, but for those of us who have, it is

not a desirable way to formulate public policy.

You ask us, the readers, to look at our history.

Well I ask you to do the same. What is popular

amongst the people has not always been what is

Just a postscript: While enijying the piano
recital. 1 absentmindedly sat my wallet and keys

down in the aisle by my seat. and then promptly
furgot about them for the whole concert and
intcrmission until i went to buy one of Bill
Johni CDS at the end. And of course, being
Houghton, the walle[ and its contcnIs w:resafely
there when I went back. All things considered, =
1 believe I'll take the ioyrof Houghion life
over mall proximity any day. I come back to .1
favorite passage from Psalm 16: "-Ihe boundary
lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely
I have a delightful inheritance.

So I thank you Dr. Ncwbrough, and all
of you, fur being a par[ of my abundant life in
[his community and forgive me for when I don'[
appreciate it, and you, enough! *

-Tim Nichols

right or good or just. Not only is -the public"
basically incapable of infurming themselves
of every detail cornering a parricular policy
in order to formulate a sound opinion on rhe
matter, but many people lack the vircue and
wisdom to rule justly and selticssly. -lhus, we

are a representative democracy where that gap

between public opinion and policy is intentional
and valuable.

In no way does this render us incapable

of expressing our opinions to our representatives
and being proactive Christians. It is par[ of our

representatives' job [o listen us, the consrituents,
in the deliberative process. In this way I agree

with some ofthe poin[s fullowingyour comment
on [he opinion-policy gap.

1 would also like to recommend that you
read -Ihe Mild Voice of Re.yon by Joseph M.
Bessette, which provides the basis for my sccond
argument.

-D. Elliort -fait

Hougbton Abroad
Houghton Down LInder: With Kingsley Collegc in Melbourne

.

" The Twelve Aposties"
Great Ocean Road. Australia

A scene very typical for 4 mn-worshiping culture

like Atism:lids. suntmthers ,it d}e jmous Bondi

Beach in Sydney.
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Comics

The Camp Wrath Songbook

f- Do you know where ,07
l_ get the cheapest gas? 1

my car. Plus I'm nowhere

The Life and Times of Fitzgerald and Monalu

I RGUKEt> OVT

WHAr MAKES THE

SURE, Bur · ·

NCRTIA?

Joe and Ducko

-Uh. yes. I believe you'll find drilling in thet55
backs of the people of the middle east the [

L_lnost economical way to acquire crude o'L_..J

CAFFE\NEY
-rNI 5 15 Nar
A GCOD WAY

To START- THE
SEMESTER.

0

by Lizbeth Allen

AND> FDUK LITERS

MAKE IT GO kouNb,
AND Ec)UNA ANb kcllb/

( I'AA CALLING
\ STUDENT

by Joseph Freeman

UHAT DIe
You 0671

*SY

.....Lui"Y, C 11 1




