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Decision by Numbers
Administrative "Spring Cleaning" Removes Computer Science Major

67 Ivan q: t,<Aa

Addingtothe recentcontroversy
generated by the abandonment 01
plans for a social work major at
Houghton, the administration has
decidedtodiscontinuethecomputer
science major. This decision of the
Academic Cabinet, according to
Academic Dean Clarence Bence,
comes as the result of a yearly ad-
ministrative spring cleaning during
which all the programs currently
offered at Houghton are scrutinized
by the Academic Cabinet and are
reviewed'intermsof[thellong-range
academic and financial well-being
of the institution."

Thisyeafs"springcleaning"was
different only in that, according to
Bence, theAcademic Cabinet "met
under a particular constraint given
to Dll by the Board of Trustees to en-

d' IF

deavor to lind ways of being more
efficient with our academic pro-
grams." According to Bence, the
factors which generated this recom-
mendation include predictions of a
serious slump in college enrollment
over the next tive years, the phe-
nomenalgrowlholcertainprograms
currently being ollered and shrink-
age of others, and the addition of
four new academic programs over
the past lour years. On the upside,
Bencementioned that Houghlonhas
managed to maintain stable enroll-
ment over the past few years de-

spite repealed predictions of dimin-
ishingnumbersolpolentialstudents.

The present situation has
caused the Academic Cabinet to

fear thal 'we [willl spread ourselves
too thin.- Being more efficient,then,

involves deepening programs
that indicate clear potential for
growth, and eliminating small,

* unpopular programs. The art
department, for example, is
clearlyonthe rise and in need of

at least one new faculty mem-
ber. The computer science pro-
gram, however, has been pro-
gressively dwindling over the
past few years to the point that
this year only six prospective
treshmen have shown any inter-
est in it.

Bence pointed to several
factors which have contributed

Academic Dean Clarence Bence (1. Rocha)

Photo by C. Daniels

to the wane of interest in computer
science. "A few years ago," said
Bence, "computer science majors
wereveryhot, computerswerenew,

colleges and universities were put-
ling on computer science majors
and were flooded with applicants.
Recently, however, there has been
a shift in the public's altitude to-

warns computers, from an empha-
sis on designing, building, and pro-
gramming new machines, to "soft-
ware application," or, as Bence put

it, 'lhe user side." Houghton's pro-
gram wasdesigned forthetechnical
side of computer science and, for

(cominued on page 2)
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An Interview with Prof. Janet Johnson

Are you the only computer sci-
ence professor?

I'm the only full-time professor in

computer science. There are a couple
of people in physics (Drs. Trexler and
Saufley) who help out by teaching a few
courses, as does the Director of Data

Processing, William Roeske.
When did you become aware of

the possibility that the college might
drop the major?

Our discussion developed within
the science division. We saw that

numbers in Computer Science 11 were
low; three people were enrolled. That
course is a gateway to the upper-level
courses.

As a group, we discussed what
would happen if the computer science
major was temporarily suspended. We
were still discussing when the dean
decided individually to make his recom-
mendation to the president. I found out
aboutthedean'srecommendationabout

a week before it was made evident.

Is it true that no computer sci-

ence course is required by any divi-
sion?

That's correct, although there are
courses such asComputers in Business

taught within the different divisions.
There's no general education require-
ment. I'm not talking about program-
ming-not even a computer literacy
course isrequiredhere. I justdon'tthink

thal support for it is really strong right
now.

I believe that this is unfortunate;

90% of the jobs that people enter after
college have something to do with the
computer. But I don't think that the
present political dimate is right for the
addition of a general education course.
I do believe, however, that the general
education requirements will be studied

in the fall.

Dootherdepartments(business,

etc.) teach their computer-related
courses themselves?

Yes. Apparently, two years ago

there was a decision the faculty that
each discipline would take care of its
computing needs. Some divisions

(notably psychology) do a good job at

this; some do not.

What short and long-term effects
do you believe the decision to drop
the major will have on Houghton?

First, I'm pleased to see that the
administration is taking the position that
ourcurrentstudents will be able to finish

their major.

We're trying to reorganize and put
together a group of courses that will

make up a minor and will appeal to other
students. I'm thinking primarily of busi-
ness students. We need to engage in
preliminary discussion and contact

business students. Really, I could con-
tact a lot of different departments, and
see if there are needs that we can fill.

In the long term, if we could boost
up numbers in the minor, perhaps we
can graduate to a major. The major

might have adifferent flavor, more prac-
tical, applicable in business. It may be
called "informations systems-ratherthan
'computerscience","computerscience'

is morepure and theoretical while infor-
mations systems" is considered more
practical.

Decision

by Numbers
(continued from page 1)

reasons which Benceclaimed notto

understand completely, has been
steadily declining in enrollment.

The bottom line, according to
the Academic Cabinet, is that "the

numbers do not justify continuing
the computer science major" and
that "rather than to keep stretching
that very small major out we should
hold it as a minor and take some
time to think over how we should

reshape [ill to better serve the next
generation of students: The decl-
sionloterminatethemajoristempo-
rary and by no means irreversible.

When asked what would be

done about the present computer
science majors, Bence replied that
7he present thinking is that those
students who came to Houghton
thinking there would be a computer
science major will be given the

opportunity to graduate with that
major." This will entail a diminution
in the number of computer science
courses being offered each semes-
ter to a level compatible with the
computer science minor. In addi-
lion, the present majors will be pro-
videdfor'lhroughsmallcoreclasses,

independent studies, and private
instruction." In terms of personnel,
the future elimination of one teach-

ing position as well as a general
redelinition of responsibilities are
currently being studied. The six
prospectives who had an interest in
the computer science major will be
notified ol its termination induetime

and the college will no longeradver-
lise the program. Dr. Fred Shannon
indicatedthatthesesixstudentsmay

besomehowworkedinto Houghton's
program.

Would you like to work for the Star next year?
Reporters, photographers, layout personnel
needed.

Contact Ivan Rocha (278) or Dave Wheeler
(433 or 210)
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Senate

Report

Tuesday, March 27 marked the
final Student Senate meeting chaired

by the 1989-90 officers. At this
meeting, Senate discussed the
health centerand the Student Activ-

ity Fee.
According to Health Services

Committee representative Carolyn
Basham, the health center will re-
main in its current East Hall location

for the upcoming year. Nurse prac-
titioner Dee Parker, however, will be

leaving the college atter this year.

Senate passed a motion stating
that if a campus organization goes

over its budget for one academic

year, itcannot ask foran increase in
budgetforthe next year. Also, after
much discussion, Senate made

proposalson how the Student Activ-

ity Fee shouldbeallocated. Accord-

ing to treasurer Darren Chick, these
recommendations will be given to
the Financial Affairs Committee,
which will then make recommenda-

lions to the administration.

Social Work: Cabinet's

Decision Explained
by Ivan'r.*pcfa

When the controversy over the
termination of the social work major
exploded earlylastweek, Academic
Dean Clarence Bence was out of

thecountryandcould notbereached
to provide the administration's view
of Ihe issue. No one else wanted to

risk involvement and, as a result,

the details of the Academic Cabi-

net's position remained unknown.

This week, Bence proved to be very
open and cooperative, and went to
great lengths to explain the Aca-
demic Cabinet's decision.

The cabinet's decision boils

down to the recognition that circum-
stances have changed considera-

bly since the social work program
was given the go-ahead two years

ago, and that it is no longer feasible
to continue the accreditation proc-
ess. Houghton's rural location,

requirements of the accrediling as-
sociation, and the fact that most

social work courses would not be

taught by Houghton faculty (as a
result of an agreement with Buffalo
State Universily) are three of theob-
stacles now seen as insurmount-

ablebythe cabinet. Theprogram is,

in the cabinet's eyes, impracticable
in light of the predictions concerning

Houghton's levelsol enrollmentand

growth throughout the next live
years. Faulty planning? Bence
would like to believe that, on a mi-

crocosmic level, it is a situation

similartowhat is now taking place in

Eastern Europe: untoreseen and

unforeseeable two years ago.
When asked about Dr. Larry

Ortiz's two-year self-study, Bence
replied thal he would "be the first to
acknowledge the amount of work
and endeavor that Dr. Ortiz has

placed in preparing the documents.
the articulation agreements, andthe
program; but again referred to the
"unforeseen obstacles" which con-

tributed to the deliberalions of the

Academic Cabinet.

Unlike the present computer

science majors, prospective social
work students have few options

besidestransferringtootherschools.
This, according to Bence, is because
Houghton is not accreditedtooffera

social work major yet, thus there is
no program through which to lake
these students until they graduate.
Nevertheless, Bence statedlhatthe

administration will provide as much

assistance as possible to transfer-
ring students, above and beyond
what is normallydone. Amongother

things, Houghton is negotiating with
Buffalo State as well as other Chris-

tian institutions for an easier trans-

fer of credits. Finally, according to
Bence, "eachcasewillbetreatedon

an individual basis.

Comparingtheprocessbywhich

both the computer science major

and the budding social work pro-

gramwereeliminatedtoagardeners
pruning a tree, Bence said that un-
fortunately "there are people who
only see the [potentiall fruit you are
lopping off when you cut a branch."

According to Bence, Houghton's

future lies in maximizing existing
programsasopposedto addingnew
ones. This said Bence, if handled

wisely, should generate some
growth within the coming years and
a consequent increase in the elli-

ciency of Houghton's programs.

CORRECTION

The photograph of Dr. Ortiz
on page 1 of the March 23
Star was not taken by Chris
Daniels as the caption indi-

cated. The photographer
was actually Ivan Rocha.

The layout staff regrets the
error.
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Lithuania

According to Lithuania's presi-
dent Vytautas Landsbergis, Soviet
leader Mikhail Gorbachev is trying
to split Lithuania's government in an
effortto hallthe republic's independ-
ence movement. He believes that

Gorbachev is trying to cause dis-
sent right at the top of Lithuanian
government.

Gorbachev has kept close con-
tact with Algirdos Brazaukas, the
former Lithuanian president whose
Communist Party was recently
defeated soundly. When Landsber-
gis tookpower, he made Brazaukas
deputy prime minister. Many ex-
perts saythat Brazaukas is the only
person able to negotiate Lithuania's
independence with Gorbachev.

On Monday, Gorbachev as-
sured U.S. Senator Edward Ken-

nedythat hewill not use force against
Lithuania unless lives are threat-

ened. A spokesman for President
Bush, however, saidthatGorbachev
is using a «general pattern of intimi-
dation- against Lithuania: Gor-

bachev has senttroops and tanksto
reinforce soldiers in various Soviet
garrisons in Lithuania, and additional
troops have been posted at the nu-
clear facilities in the small republic.
Atthe momentthere isapsychologi-
calwarbetween Moscowand Vilnuer

(capital ol Lithuania). It is highly
doubtful that Gorbachev will use the

military to stop Lithuania's seces-
sion and threaten perestroika in the
Soviet Union, as Gorbachev is us-
ing a Soviet method of dealing with
ir,*ident satellites: intimidationwith

tanks and guns.

South Africa

South AIricanpoliceopened fire
on 30,000 protesters in the black
township of Seboking on Monday,

killing at leastten people and wound-
ing more than 350. The crowd was

protesting poor living conditions by
setting fire to the municipal office.

Police used sholgun fire and lear
gas to break up the uprising.

Police also used tear gas to

break upas many as 20,000 march-
ers in Sharpville, where demonstra-

tors slormed a police station. Al-
thoughnoonewas injured,"thesitu-

ation is still volatile," according to

Agri-
Versions

In recent years, education/writing
professor and former dairy farmer
Richard Wing has sent several hu-
morous efforts to various agricul-
tural publications. The brief film
synopses below are characteristic
of his humor. You probably won't
lind these playing anywhere, and
more's the pity

In the Agri-version remake of They
Shoot Horses, Don't They?

Bubba O'Roby stars in a mystery
thriller about a horse show jump-
lender who secretly is a talent
spotter for Alpo

In the Agri-version remake of 1 utter-
flies are Free'

The State Office of Equalization and
Taxation finally explains its new
personal-properly tax rules cover-
ing pets.

In the Agri-version remake of ghe
Miracle Worker

the police.
With the recent rash of white

and black vigilante attacks, South
African Law and Order Minister

Adrian VIok is warning South Afri-

cans to refrain from taking the law
into their hands. On Sunday, a
group of blacks halted a bus in
Welkon and stabbed six people to
death and set the bus on fire. Last

week, a black man was beaten to

death by six whites.

Young county agent Wendy Wierd,
performing credibly in an obvious
work of fictiQn, demonstrates her

ability to understand DEC wet-
lands rules.

in the Agri-version remake of 'Raging
Bull,

In a spoof on technology and eNi-

ciency, the sole surviving andover-
taxed source of next year's calves

bellows a mooving appeal to the
ACLU.

In the Agri-version remake of 'Indiana

Jones and the Temple of Doom'
An agricultural reformer faces great

and gothic horrors as he takes on
the greedy owners of the local
savings and loan association.

In the Agri-version remake of -The King
and l'

Governor Fencestraddle's wish

comestrueas Donald Trumpbuys

Long Island, secedes it from un-
ion, and establishes a two-million-

acre nuclear waste dump.

Inthe Agri-version remake of 'The Ra-
zor's Edge

R. Wayne Geezer, a concerned
farmer from St. Ives, England, per-
fects a family planning technique
for cats.

AUDIO-VISION
33 West Main

Fillmore, NY 14735
(716) 567-4313

Huge variety of movies!!!
1200 titles, from classics to new releases.

VCRs rented, electronics repaired and sold.
Full range of accessories available (cables, blank

tapes, small cords, etc.)
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Ghosts of Music Controversy Past
What music should we listen 10? This seems to bc a conlinual issue amongst us Christians. Only Christian "pop?" Only orchestral?

Only hymns? Last year we had the great Music a[ Al's Debate-which resulted in yct another survey. The afticlcs below reminded me
of tha[ debate and the fact that wc arc uncomfortable wilh diversity. We all have diffcrcnt convictions, standards, and struggles. and I
suppose our musical tastes are one place where these diffcrcnces show forill--wouldn't it be "nice" if we were all the same? -K. Nelson

Juke Box Entails Controversy (Houghton Star, 14 November 1946)
Among otherinnovationsin Houghton this year is ajukebox inTwin Spruce Inn. Ever since the beginning oftheyear, this musicbox hasbeentheobject

01 much discussion, proand con. Therefore, the question olthe week is, 'Is a juke box out ol place in Houghton College? The students 01Houghton College
speak

'11 the management ol Twin Spruce Inn had the prbilege of choosing thel own music and did so with discretion, I'd be in lavor of it. But if they have
lo accept what is handed to them, I do not like r

1 think it lowers the testimony standards ol Houghton Colege.'
'Irs good logo down there and relax, and enjoy something besides the three B's.'
100 much noise and confusion. it's not a mailer of praciple, but olgood taste.'
1 visitor in Houghton saidthal the students should gel together and drive it out ol town. I'd like some good classical music there.

Music's nice il you have the right kind.'
1 donl like jukeboxes--period! Ido not believe thal Houghtonis the place IN one.'
it may be all right at times, but when students turn it on alter a revival service, Idon't like r

1 like a Kike box in Houghton il it used rightly. Alter all, there is a lighter side as well as a serious side to life.'

Music Notes, with guest columnist Warren Woolsey (1 February 1940)
One of the current lads among the long-haired musicians 01 the day is he had bind his symphoniclegs, was to free music from the fashionableset

to treat popular music with cool disdain, il not to attack i with bombastic dia- patternsolthe rococo world. Beethoven was one ol the first proponents ol
trbes and thus gain lor themselves recognition as standing lof the highest jazz. Many ol the currently popular rhythm figures are ol his devising.
and best things in lile and, possibly, space in the newspapers. But except Wagner wasanothermusicaliconoclast. Forexample, his Tannhauser
among these highbrows, some of them supercilious pedants prelending was considered by the musical pedants 01 his day to be a radical departuie

great affection lor the classics they can comprehend no more than one who trom the rules 01 composition. Today, Beelhoven and Wagner are gods 01
is colorblind appreciates a beautiful sunset, modern music, with s some- themusic world.
ttnes sublle syncopations and sometimes not so subtle mythms, is, perhaps It requires nogreal stretcholimagination to pidure Smoke Getsin Your
not a Pegasus to lili on wings of song lo reaJms 01 pure delight, but rather Eyes, alteady adassicamong followersoltheartandscienceolmodem mu-
inightypleasanlistening'. As laras Iknow, noneoltheleadingbandsollhe sic, 0 thedays ahead as a model lorthe young aspirants 10 musical knowl-
day is interested in litting mankbdloanewhighlevel, butralherinentertain- edge, some olthem veritable Pygmalions whodailypray toAphrodites tobe-
ing themhereinaprosaic workadayworldandmakinglifealitileeasier to live slow the warm breath ol immortal life upon their cold, lileless ivoly statues.
and morenearlyenjoyable. When t listen to the GIenn Miller's smooth, suave, Although cerlainly most ol the music that is being written today 6 nothing
sophisticaled rhythms or the limpid, bell-dear tone ol Tommy Dorsey's /m more nor less than an evanescent Ilash in the pan, it & by no means noon-

Gemn' Sentimental, I'm not seeking moral upilting, but rather mental oeivable thal its elled will continue to be lelt through the ages to come.
relaxation. True enough, Jumping Jive can scarcely be classilied as resllul While nelher Yodelin'Jivenor Mdinje Was a Moocher 6 likely to live

but there is something about its fierce intensity thalis soothing, to me at least. forever in the hearts 01 music lovers, there is little doubt thal the lacie grace
This is especially true 01 Glenn Miler's unsurpassed versionol hisown /nthe of Jerome Kem. the refreshing melodic simplicity 01 George Gershwin, the
Mood. genuineartistryol Pete,DeRose,thehauntinglovelinessol HoagyCarmichael

It is true thal these popular tunes are here today and gone tomonow. relrains, the dever lyrics and adroit phrasing of Cole Porter and the musical
They afe not lasting, but everything Beelhoven wrote did not breathe the genius 01 myriad others have al least a suggestion 01 the immortal about
breath ol immortality either. We make a mistake in comparing the music 01 them.

today with that of yesterday without reservation, for only the best olwhat the An Engishlecturer inthis country was heard to remark that his greatest
masters wrote has sur,ivedtheravagesoltime. lmaintainthal someof the surprise b America was that a jitterbug is not an insect, but a human being
best thal is being written today willive long inthe heartsolmusiclovers. As actinglikeone: Bethalas itmay, these devotees 01 rhythm havea jaterbug
anexample I wouid submitGeorgeGershwin's Summedime Irom Porgyand jargon all ol their own Irom whichlboffow to condude. Let'sgethep, hepto
Bess Bachoriginal and in Alec Templeton's Bach Comes to Town. Lel'sget n the

In this penetrating analysis of the way Ludwig von Beethovm reveaJs groove and give an ear to music of all types from the long-haired variety to
his naked soul in the e/an vitalol the music he created, Beethoven the Man jam session jive. Let'snotbeickies, lei's give! So long, gates.
Who Freed Music, Schauffler says that Beelhoven was me one gho, alter

"There are segments on each end of the spectrum. On the individualist end, there are those who
say, 'My individual rights demand that you play anything l want you to: On the conservative end,
there are those who are against rock music in any form, secular or contemporary Christian."
(Dean Danner, 28 October 1988)
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Ice Fishing on Silver Lake

I talked to Gary Baxter about his art
and realized once again the value in art
and its creator, the passionate artist. 1

was again, as an artist myself, inspired.
His ceramics are narrative illustra-

tions rich with personal experience and
symbolic meaning. By creating a syn-
thesis of these two elements that ex-

tends formal artistic concerns, Baxter
allows for a freedom in his work and an

accessibility for even the casual 'art
appreciator.'

The creative process for some of
these pieces has taken nearly 20 years
to lind fruition in a physical form. Baxter
begins the process for his relief sculp-
tures with mental images caused by a
particular personal experience. It is only
when he is able to connect that image/
experience with something of greater
significance (such as a political state-
ment or social cause) that he will begin
developing it through sketches, and fi-
nally finish it . Until his image or idea is
able to extend beyond a personal level
into the metaphysical, he is unwilling to
pursue it.

Evident in both the artist's ceramics

and photography is his concern for the
environment. He feels that nature and

the environment can be represented ei-
ther positively or negatively. In viewing
his ceramicpieces, one is able to sense
criticism of the environment and pointed
political statements. And yet within his
photography, amidst the psychological
aspects, one sees nature as beautiful
and represented positively. Baxter ex-
plores the abstract qualities 01 nature
and the beauty in natural formations in
this work.

Baxter considers it vital to connect

his art to society and create something
relevant to this generation. He wants
the meaning of his pieces to extend be-
yond aesthetics and penetrate lives in a
broader way. He refuses to be bound in
his expression as an artist simply by
visual, designqualities; his art is acorn-
munication between the artist and his

society. Asthepainter Ben Shahnwrote,
"we, as artists, mayexist uponthe fringe
of ... reality or we may be an essential
part of it. . - .' Certainly Gary Baxter has
chosen to be the latter.

€

untitled piece by Gary Baxter

Final Artist Series Concert

Features Chanticleer
Chanticleer, a male a cappe#a group

described as "America's premiere vocal
ensemble; will perform at 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, April 6. Chantideer will appear at
Wesley Chapel as the lasl artist Series Con-
cert.

The only lull-time professional a cap-
pe//a ensemble in the United States, Chan-
tjcleer is highly acclaimed lor its expressive
and artistic interpretations ol music ranging
from medieval to Renaissance to modem,
from folktopopulartogospel. Althoughspe-
cializing in early music, the group performs
not only solemn Gregorian chants but also
barbershoptunesandlighterpieces,includ-
ing their signature piece which features a

roostefs crowing. Chantjcleer has olten
been compared favorably with Britain's The
King's Singers, based on its highly trained,
pure, and precise voices.

The ensemble was started in 1978 by
Louis Botto in San Francisco and is now

directed by singer, conductor, and arranger
Joseph Jennings. Composed 01 eight to
twelve singers with a vocal range from
counlertenorto bass, Chantideerhastoured

throughout the United States, Canada and
Europe, performing in Salzburg Fesaval in
Austria, the Voices Festival in Holland and

in Washington, D.C. and New York City.
Frequently featured on Minnesota Public
Radio's 'St. Paul Sunday Morning broad-

casts and Garrison

Keillofs 7 Prairie

Home Companion,"
the vocal ensemble

hasreleasediourre-

cordings, induding
Psallite! A Renais-

sance Christmas

and Chantideer in

Concert. Chanti-

deer will also per-
lorm at an AIDS

benefit concert tor

Project Open Hand
in San Francisco

this spring.

Chanticleer. Tickets are available through the Hougton music office, 567-9400·



Intramural B-Ball:

Winding Down

Theirdramutalbasketballprogramhasseen
some changes this year. In previous seasons,
basketball ran bm late November until early
March. This year, basketball has been sched-
uled solely as asecond-semester sport.

ARef a sigN adjustment, players seemed
tobereactingwelltothechange. Wehaveboth
Men's A league and Men's B league, along with
theWomen'sleague,"said intramural supervisor
Brian Beck. Everything seems to be going just

The Men's A league is designed lor those
select players who are skilled enough to pass,

dribble, and shoot intelligentlyand competitively,
yet remember that eve,ything is still a game.

1. Havenwood: Mike Barker and theboys
from way up on the hill rest untouched on top 01
the A league, with a 6-3 record to back them up.

2. The Over-The-Hill Gang: They may
teel over the hill, but Jell Humbert and Company
are dosing in on Havenwood, right behind them
with a 5-4 record.

3. Jam Session: The players Irom Luckey
are holding steady in third place with a record 01
4-5. Theyafehopinglopullto.SOC)iltheycanwin
their next match·up.

Track: First Invitational

Displays Growth

The track season got underway on
Saturday, March24in Bethlehem, Penn-

sylvania, as Monrovia College hosted
ten men's teams and nine women's

teams at its annual invitational.

Houghton'smen'steamfinishedin eighth
place, while the women placed seventh
in the invitational.

Despite the team's average finish,
Coach Ken Heck is pleased with the
individual improvement which he no-
ticed. 1 intentionally enrolled into bigger
and more competitive meets for this
season,' explained Heck. 'This gives
ourrunnersachancetocompeteagainst
tougher competition. I'm looking not so
much atthe success of the overall team

rightnowas I amthe improvementof the
individual.

Several Houghton runners per-
formed very well at Monrovia, consider-
ing the fact thal it was the first invita-
tional of the year, along with the chal-
lenge of running in 35-degree weather.
Marion Austin had a big day for the
women, finishing third inthe 300OM with
a time of 11:21. and qualifying for the
NCCAA nationals by winning the 400
hurdles. Pamela Bigham also qualified

for the nationals in the javelin, and ex-
hibited a strong performance in the high
hurdles. Caroline Schiller was strong in
the shot and disc events, and Laura

Hayeswas impressive in thetriple jump.
For the men, Zach Brian finished strong

in the 150OM with alimeof 4.31, despite
a great deal of strong competition. Phil

Ginter placed fourth in the lOOM, and
Rollie Duttweiler missed qualifying for
the nationalsinthehurdlesbytwotenths

of a percent,finishing with atimeof 61.3
seoonds.

The men'steam has been setback

by a bit 01 inexperience, for there are
only three seniors out of the twenty-one
members of the team, but Coach Heck

believes that they will continue to im-
prove. -The women's team is a lot
strongerperson for person,- said Heck.
'The men have been hurt by some ineli-

gibility problems, but they have done
well considering the point in the sea-
son.»

The track team will travel to Selins-

grove, Pennsylvania next Saturday to
participate in their second out 01 nine in-

vitationals at Susquehanna University.

4. TheFar Side: Can Peter Romanandhis

admissions coueagues give Jam Session a run
lor their money? At 3-4, 1 looks like they have a
good chance.

5. The Cellar Dwellars: Unlortunately,
Dave Squitteri and the rest olthe team are living
up to their name, with a record 013-5.

There 6 a distinct difference between A

league play and thal 01 theMen's B league. The
Men's Bleagueconsistsollhosewholove toplay
basketball, but do nol care for the A league's
intenselevelolcompelition. Thereisoneconsis-
tency, though: teams in both leagues are ever
striving to improve.

1. The Snipers: Witharecordo18-1, Mike
Gustafson's team has dominated the league.

2. 611: 3rd West has proven to be a
contender in the league, sticking dose behind
the Snipers. Mark Wanger has accumulated
some very good shooters and a tough defense,
which has kept 611 well in the hunt at 6-2.

2. Accumulated Garbage: Also al 6-2.
Mike Ralph has put together a tough learn thal is
lookinglo oust MikeGustalsonandtherestolthe
Snipers.

3. Of Age, Not Of Interest Watch out!
Eric Brown, Dave Perkins, and the rest ol the
team can apply a press thal will lorment their op-
ponents and can dominate them on the boards.
Natalia King isn't afraid to lay a pick on anyone,

either. At 6-3, this team cantightenthisrace up
considerably.

4. Human Speed bump: Don't let their
name kid you. Chris Bergstrom'steam is lar trom
being rotten with a 4-5 record.

5. The Crusaders. The defending cham-
pions have been ina bit olatailspin, hurting Irom
the loss of shooter Sleve Alderman and others,

but Jell Bitterman's learn, at 34, still has a good
chance to do well in the playolls.

6. The Stoics: Malt Roth's 3-5 team is

much better than its record may imply. Consis-

tent shooting and a conventional style 01 play
make them tough if they can pull themselves
together. 11 the Slots lind some consistency

during the last lew games, watch IN them to be
the sleeper in the playolfs.

7. The Rubber Duckies: At times Bert,

Ernie, and the rest ol the Sesame Street gang
may look better on the court, but Derek Tenant's

2-7 team has agreat time. AskMRe Tulloabod
his Jordanish moves under the backboardl

8. SS Sprint: Shawn Kursingky's team

pulled out 01 the cellar on Tuesday, shocking the
Rubber Duckies and boosting their record to 1-6.

9. Who Fouled Out?: Ato-6, Ted Kenneth

willhavelocomeupwith some magicalmanage-
rial techniques il his team wil see the playoffs.

The games are winding down in both
leagues, and teams arepreparing to compete in
the upcoming playolls. Best olluck to al!
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Dear Editor:

I am responding to Barry Mac-
Tamaghan's article in the last issue,
as it seems symptomatic of many
students' theological backgrounds.

Barry maintains that we are not
to associate with Christians who
"practice- sin (where «practice- im-
plies intentional repetition, habitual
action, etc.).

Barry supports his thesis with

direct biblical references which
condemn such habitual sinners as
the practicing homosexual. ItseerrIs
to me that prooftexting is very easy.
What is more difficult is to admit that
the main message of the rest of the
Bible directly conflicts with these
references; that the Bible and God
and religion and truth are paradoxI-
cal, that they don't make simple
sense.

of a Radical

Okay, folks, you've got me
pegged. Yeah, I'm the campus
deviant, resident atheist, whore-
monger, whatever you like. And
it's probably good that you've got
me thus pegged, because if you
didn't, you might have to look my
challenges to your comfortable
'spirituality" straight on. You may
have to consider that a different

perspective might be helpful in
cominglogripswithyourownfaith.
But hey, you're safe. Continue to
sit around the dinnertable tonight,
eagertofindwaysofshredding my
arguments. Don'tlet memakeyou
think.

rvebeenprettyhesitanttoprint
any sort of credo thus far, for fear
of alienating a lot of people. But at
this point, I don't think that's as
much of an issue. So I've decided

to put my neck on the chopping
block and come right out and say
just what I believe. Have you got
your swords sharpened? OK?
Here it is:

1 believe in one God, the Fa-
ther, the Almighty, Makerolheaven
and earth, of all that is seen and
unseen. I believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten,
not made, one in Being with the
Father. Through him all things
were made. For me and for my
salvation he came down from

heaven. By the power of the Holy
Spirit he was bom of the Virgin
Mary and became human. Formy
sake he was crucilied under Pon-
tius Pilate; he suffered, died, and
was buried. On the third day he
rose againin fulfillment olthe Scrip-
tures. He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdomwill have no end. I be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
thegiverollile,whoproceedsfrom
the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is wor-

shiped and glorified. He has spo-
ken through the Prophets. I be-
lieve in one, holy, catholic, and ap-
ostolicChurch. lacknowledgeone
baplismfortheforgivenessol sins.
I look for the resurreclion of the

dead, and the life of the world to
come.

1 guess thal about covers it. 1
trust that I haven't offended any-
one too deeply. 11 l have, please
forgive me.

Soldiers of Christ: At ease.

Another thing that is difficult for
us to admit is the fact that we all
practice sin, intentionally and regu-
larly, but also secretly (especially il
we believe that we will be expelled H
lound out). For example, H mastur-
bation is a sin, then at least 75-80%
of us cannot be forgiven and must
be ostracized. 11 not, then those of
us who regularly lust, who are con-
ceited, or who are greedy are, ac-
cording to Barry's scripture refer-
ences, not acceptable to true Chris-
tians.

As far as homosexuality is con-
cerned, many of you are convinced
this is a sin. 11 you also remain
convicted that practicing hornosexu-
als have no right to be included and
accepted as Christians by Chris-
tians, let me challenge you on your
assumptions. To you, perhaps a
homosexual act wouldbe intentional
(since you cannot imagine being in-
volved in such an abomination [read:
social repulsion]), but for many
people, many who know and love
Jesus, homosexual expression is
normal, caring, and healthy. They've
grown upwith it. Andilitwerenot for
social and religious condemnation,
such as expressed in Barry's article,
theywouldneverdoubtthaltheyare
just as loved by God and just as
acceptable to the rest Of Christians,
who are all intentional, unworthy
sinners.

The kind of Christianity which
requires shunning of practicing
homosexuals and the rest of prac-
ticing sinners such as myself is not
Christian, in my opinion. Rather, it
seems centered on an egolistical
need for a sense of comparative
social and moral superiority, and an
utter lear to abandon the smooth

and familiar in search of the difficult

and elusive truth.

Sincerely,
John Morris

r that we all practice sl
kintentionally and reg

rly, and.a-



Dear Star:

This letter is written in partial
response to John Morris' letter pub-
lished in this same issue. I am Barry

{ MacTamaghan's roommate and I
have spent a large portion of time
discussing with him the matter to
which John is responding. I would
also like to address this issue now in

an attempt to bring greater under-
standing to all involved. What I am
about to say are my thoughts and
feelings, gathered after much evalu-
ation, prayer, and honest searching
in the Bible. l don't claim to know it

all, but I want to express my ideas,
knowing that God uses others to
bring me to agreaterunderstanding
of Him. I even believe that He can

use me to furtherothers' understand-

ing.

Christians do sin, but they at-
tempt not to. God and Jesus love
sinners. Jesus came to die for sin-

ners, demonstrating the greatness
of hislove forus(the sinners). Jesus
died for us as sinners, but not in
orderthatwe should continue to sin,

but that we should repent and be
empowered by the Holy Spirit to sin
no more. I believe these ideas to be

central to the Christian faith.

Christians, therefore, are those

I followers of Christ who are attempt-
ing, through the power of the Holy
Spirit and the grace of God, to live
sinless lives. Unfortunately, we (1
designate myself as a Christian)
often fail--that is, we still sin. As
Christians, we should not be satis-

fied with failure-we strive for per-
fection. This is not to say that we
shouldbeatourselvestodeathevery
time we sin, but that we should ask

God for forgiveness and strength to
commit this sin no more. This is the

Christianthalltrytobe. I fail misera-
bly in my attempt to live as God
wants meto. Each timelfail, though,
laskGodtohelpme nottofailagain.
it is a slow process, one I don't
expecttocomplete,but Hestrength-
ens me with each failure. In no way
should any Christian disassociate
with another Christian who has this

allitude. We should support and
encourageoneanothertoovercome

Goodbye Stress?

While I was reading a magazine
that there really wasn't time to read, 1
came across avery interesting idea. A
small column talked about how stress

was becoming a thing of the past.
Obviously, l was interested, because
it would be silly to continue being
stressed if. as was being suggested,
stress really wasn't what was ailing
me. The column went onto say that
our problem wasn't stress; it was our
lack of coping mechanisms. If we
simply learned to cope we would be
free from stressonce and forall. It was

all a matter of semantics to me-a

twisting of words to make us all feel
better-but we do need to leel better

about now so maybe it's not such a
bad idea. Anyway, I thought I'd pass
the information on.

Last week I came upon the most
remarkable "new' coping mecha-
nism-it'scalledtheflu. Havingthellu
on the worst week of the semester

when four exams and a paper were
staring me in the face completely
changed my perspective on stress.
Suddenly coping was the only option
left as lpoured fluids down my throat,
ingested cough drops by the box and
clutched my Kleenex box. It's amaz-
ing how well lile went on without me.

our failures through the grace 01
God. I wish that everything were
this simple. Unfortunately, it isn't.
There are people among us who
claim to be Christians and yet con-
tinue to purposelully do that which
they know to be sin. These people
do not only condone their own sin,
but they rejoice in ill These are the
people whom I think Barry is speak-
ing about when he talks of disasso-
ciating ourselves from those who
practice sin. We, as Christians,
cannot accept those in our midst
who refuse to repentol their sin. We
cannot agree to worship with some-
one who proposes to call himself a
Christian and purposefully live a life
of sin which he has no intention of

changing.
These people are not lost,

however, and we should by no

al
After skipping almost all 
my dasses for fourdays
I came to a startling conclusion! H you
spend a whole week in your room,
studying between naps and bottles of
grapetruit juice, and going out to take
an exam now and then, you aren't
reallyanyfartherbehindthanyouwould
normally be.

What, I asked myself, was the
cause of this phenomenon? The an-
swer has two very simple parts: (1)
during the average week stress eats
upmostolyourextratimeand energy.
H you are sick, there is no extra time or
energy forstresstotakeover. (2) Pro-
crastination takes place normally due
to 'stress-induced paralysis.- If you
don't have the stress you have less
procrastination, so even with your
limited energy when you have the flu
you stillget more donelhan whenyour
are hitting your maximum stress ca-
pacity.

Stress may not be on its way to
obsolescence, but it doesn't have to

ruin the rest of your semester. When
youjustcan'ttakeitanymore, try having
the flu, or at least pretending you have
it. Sometimes a teddy bear and a

Kleenex box are allthe coping mecha-
nisms we need.

means stop loving them. Our love
must be firm. We should love these

people and continually invite them
to repent of their sin and be restored
to the Christian community. l would
suggest thal there is a lack of this
kind of love in the Christian faith as

awhole, and specifically at Houghton
College. I am inclined to think that it
is this kind of love that Mark Shiner

was intending to endorse when he
wrote his "Gay Men Swim" article
[February 23]. It is a love that I
strugoe to have every day for my
fellow Christians, and I believe that
it is the love which God wants us to

have for each other. May He grant
that we should have this love in an

abundance which only He can pro-
vile.

Sincerely,
David J. Lennon
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Dear Editor:

Ihavealreadyread John Morris'
letter in this issue, and I must re-
spond to it immediately. I will not
allow John's article to occupy any-
one's mindforan entire weekbefore

defending my original letter.
Mostof this letterwill respondto

specific parts of John's letter. First,
he states that -'practice' implies in-
tentional repetition, habitual action,
etc." l do not see how he can make

such a claim. Admittedly, I am the
one who said l was using bractice"
to refer to intentionally performing
sin. However, 1 never would use

"practice- to mean habitual action. 1
recognize that the first definition in
my dictionary of «practice" is "to do
or perform habitually or customar-
ily." But, it continues the same deli-
nition by saying, 'make a habit of.
The same dictionary defines habit"
as "a constant often unconscious

inclination to perform an act, ac-
quired through its frequent repeti-
tion." Another definition it provides
is "an addiction.- Both of these
definitions imply that there is very
little, if any, choice involved.

Maybe we should look at some
other definitions of the word
"pracucer The American Heritage
Dictionary(the one I've been using)
also provides the following delini-
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lions for "practice": 70 exercise or
perform repeatedly in order to ac-
quire of polish a skill" and "to work
at.- Thesetwodelinitionsimplythere
is a choice. Thus, I use practice- to
imply intent (as I stated in my first
letter). The only thing left to look at
is the definition of intent.- It means
"purpose- or "having the mind fas-
tened upon some purpose.- This
refers to something that one hopes
to achieve or attain. I hope that
clears up John's thinking a little.

My next specilic defense is to
combat John's claim that I support
social and religious condemnation.
I do not. Condemnation is properly
left up to God. I argued that we
should notassociate with Christians

who practice sin. (1 emphasize
"Christians" for those of you who
didn't get it straight the first time)
Not associating with someone does
not mean condemning him. I am
very much against condemnation,
but I am not against telling someone
that they have sinned. I am also not
against disassocialing with Chris-
tians who practice sin.

Third, I agree with John--we
are all unworthy sinners. However,
I disagree with him about being in-
tentional sinners. I have already
shown the difference between sin-
ning and practicing sin. Yes, we all
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Advisor

Business Manager
Technical advisor

Sports Editors
Photo editor

Carloonist

Copy editor
Insertion Coordinator

Dave McMillan

Dan Noyes

Heidi Tange

Deborah Carr

Kenneth Cole

Jenna Gleser
Jon Jankovich

Kim Kerr

Jamie Lindsay
Ivan T. Rocha

Mark Shlner

Stephen Virkler
Re

have sinned, but not all of us prac-
tice sin.

Lastly, Johnstatesthat"the kind
of Christianity which requires shun-
ning of practicing homosexuals and
the rest of practicing sinners such as
[himselfl is not Christian: l hope he
doesn't mind my rephrasing his
statement in accordance with the

definitions I have provided. John
seems to say that Christianity is
unchristian if it requires the disasso-
ciation of people whoclaimto be fol-
lowers of Christ but purposely dis-
obey him and rebel against him.

To wrap up the matter, let me
make a few brief statements. God
knows that we are going to make
mistakes. He expects that we won't
want to make mistakes. He wants
us to strive for perfection, even
though we'll never get there. He
offers his assistance in our quest,
but we must be on the quest to
receive the assistance.

Respectfully,
Barry S. MacTamaghan
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RESERVE OFFICERS'TRAINING CORPS

START YOUR CLIMB
TO CAREER SUCCESS THIS SUMMER.

Apply now for six weeks of Amy ROTC
leadership traming. With pay, without
obligation.

You'll develop the discipline,
conldence, and decisiveness it takes to
succeed in any career. And you'll qualify
to earn Anny officer credentials while
you're completing your college studies.

ARMY ROTC
TWO-YEARPROGRAM

THE SMARTEST COLLEGE
COURSE YOU CAN TAKE.

FIND OUT MORE CONTACT: RICHARD ALDERMAN, EXT. 205;
OR ROBERT DANNER, EXT.220, CAMPUS CENTER

COUNTN LIBRARY p YES,
DO YOV WAVE ANY BOOKS
0# UOME MADE BOMBS?

TWATS WAT I SAID. I
NEED A BOOK NAT LISTS
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111111 IMI'llil11111*114 11'lll
Explaining
Ourselves

Wehavelogical reasonsformostof
our actions. Most of us make decisions

on the basis of some discernible criteria,

rather than by capricious whim (most of
us, anyway). We then defend our ac-
tions and decisions by reasoned argu-
ments in their support, arguments which
serve as explanations, rationalizations.

There are logical reasons for drop-

ping the current computer science ma-
jor and the proposed social work major.
Similarly, there were logical reasons for
attempting to do away with field hockey

and for denying tenure to Dr. David
Meade. For that matter, there are sev-

eral logical reasons for putting a low-

level nuclear waste dump in Allegany

County. Very good arguments exist for
all of the above.

As a matter of fact, I can think of

logical, effective arguments for many
possible actions. For instance, l can
refuse to reach out to hurting friends be-
cause of my crammed schedule. Jamie
Lindsay provides me with another ex-
ample, as he often gives me well-devel-
oped arguments on the folly of getting
up in the morning. Most of us are
familiar with Hitler's arguments for the
elimination of 'inferior" races. Etc.

The point is, as you may have

guessed, that we can provide a ration-
alization for anything we do, if we try

hard enough. Some of these rationali-
zations are quite good and justifiable,
such as the decision to minimize the

computer science program; according

to Dr. Shannon, current computer sci-
ence enrollments across the U.S. num-

beronlya thirdof theligureof fiveyears

ago. Some arguments have less valid-
ity, because they are flawed (my refusal
10 reach out to people is based on the
flawed assumption that the value of my

hurried activity can ever equal the value
of the suffering human being) or vague
(the social work program was dropped
because. well. things have changed).

There have been some decisions

and actions made at Houghton over the
past three years that I consider unwise
and inconsiderate. There have also

been several actions I consider wise

and generous, such as the willingness
to let the current computer science ma-

jors finish their majors here. These
latter actions, I believe, stem from a
desire to be servants to God and to one

another.

Perhaps if all our actions and deci-
sions stemmed from thal desire--40

attain to servanthood-they would be
wiser, and would bear more positive

fruit. Hold yourself-and me, and this
institution-accountable tothisconcept.

Perhaps then we'll see -,„-

institutional revival- 
something that "ve never 481
truly seen. Be really neat 1 11 *
if the firstonelseeishere -.1-
at Houghton, y'know? -'

Beforehe thankee his producer
hethadkechis creator.

Academy Student Pilm Award winner Antonio ZarromadeBird ina Cageat Regent University.
Hehadhis ptiobties straight, asdoall ourgraduate studentsof Communication and the Arts. Seeking
God as their source, they apply hands on learning to a master plan for life. Life at the pinnacle of
professionalism. Fordetailsand ourfree video viewbook, cal11-800-952-8000.

Regent University
formerly CBN Umversity

A Christian university in Virginia Beach, Va., offering graduate degrees from five colleges and possessing America's only accredited Bible-based law school.
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