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Program Notes

Samuel Barber’s Violin Concerto Op. 14 was commissioned
by Samuel S. Fels for his ward Iso Briselli. Barber was given
$500 up front and promised another $500 upon completion.
Barber wrote the first two movements of the violin concerto
but Briselli was disappointed claiming it wasn’t flashy
enough. In return, Barber wrote Briselli a vigorous last
movement which was deemed ‘unplayable.’ Briselli decided
to not pay Barber the second half for finishing since he
thought it was unplayable. Barber then proved the piece to
be playable by having one of his friends play the violin
concerto publicly. The concerto has go on to become the
most widely played and recorded concerto of the 20"
century.
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Grace Flier, a student of Martha Thomas, is performing this recital in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the Bachelor of Music degree in Music
Education.

As a courtesy to the performer and your fellow audience members, please be
certain that all cell phones, watch alarms, and pagers are either tumed off or set
for silent operation. Flash photography can be very disconcerting to performers

and is not permitted during the performance. Thanks for your cooperation.



