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Program
~ Joy in All Things

Brian Balmages is an award- wmmng composer, conductor producer, and
" performer. .Mr. Balmages’ music has been performed by members of leading orchestras
" including the St. Louis Symphoriy, Phrladelphla Orchestra, Detroit Symphony, Chicago
-Symphony, San Francisco Symphony, National Symphony, and others.
Joy in All Things was commissioned as a surprise for Neil S. Underwood, Band

Director at North Lincoln High School in North Carolina. Fragments of the school’s song,
‘which is based on the tune Spanish Hymn (Come, Christians Join to Sing), can be heard
“in fragments throughout the piece.

Sunrise at Angel’s Gate . Philip Sparke
' ' - {b. 1951)
_Philip Sparke was born in London in 1951 and studied composntlon trumpet and
piano at the Royal College of Music. His music is.internationally recognized-and Sparke
has conducted in countries such as Scandlnawa, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and the
"United States.
’ Sunrise at Angel’s Gate depicts‘ the expferience that Sparke had while visiting the
Grand Canyon. Angel's Gate is a rock formation that is‘illuminated with the morning
sun. The piéce opens with a series.of bird calls, mimicked:in the woodwind section, and
grows more intense and intricate as the sun rises and the canyon comes alive. The
faster middle section ‘d'epicts the arrival of the tourist buses, which run back and forth
along the Southern Rim, and towards the end of the piece, to the sound of a tolling bell,
we are reminded .of the dangers that the beauty of the Grand Canyon so cleverly hides.

Second Suite in F S : ' Gustav Holst
I.  March c : - (1874-1934)

. Song Without Words
fil. Song of the Blacksmith
o TA Fantasua on the Dargason

--Dillon Hirsch, Graduate Conductor

Gustav Holst was an English composer, performer, and teacher whose
compositions were heavily influenced by English folk-song.. He; along with others such
as Ralph Vaughan Williams and Percy Aldndge Gralnger played a large role in the folk
song revival of the early 20th century. -

His Second Surte inF for Military Band had to wait more than ten years before it
was premiered. Composed in 1911, it did not recéivea public performance until June
30th, 1922, Unlike Holst First Suite in Eb, the Second Suite is based entirely on material
from folk songs and Morris dances.. The Second Suite in F has become part of the
standard repertoire-of wind ensembles worldwide.

The performance of this p:ece is in honor of Stewart Folts

Brian Balmages -
(b. 1975)

Four Dances from ”West Side Story” Leonard Bernstein -

I Scherzo ' (1918-1990)
il. Cha-Cha . - arr. lan Polster
lil. Mambo

IV. Cool (Fugue)

Leonard Bérnstein is one of the world’s most renowned composers, conductors,
and musical advocates of the 20t century. 2018 marks what would have been his- 100t
birthday, and in celebration of this anniversary, we present to you Four Dances from
“West Side Story,' one of Bernstein’s most famous musicals. In this mediey arranged by
lan Polster, you will hear the Scherzo, the Mambo, the Cha-Cha, and Cool from
Bernstein’s classic masterwork.

Only Light k ‘ Aaron Perrine
{b. 1979)

With works in a variety of genres, Aaron Perrine’s music has been performed by
some of the leading ensem bles and soloists across the United States and-beyond. He is a

" two-time winner of the American Bandmasters Association Sousa/Ostwald Award for his

compositions—Only nght in-2015 and Pale Blue on Deep in' 2013.

“I was moved by two friends’ display of strength and courage through adversity.
Through these experiences, | was reminded of how delicate life is, and howthings can
change at a moment’s notice. Only Light is meant to convey a sense of help and -

‘ healmg -Aaron Perrine

Mothership - _ | Mason Bates
. (b. 1977)

Derek Reiss, trumpet
Anton Machleder, guitar
Soo Yeon Kim, violin
Russell Scarbrough, trombone

Recently named the most-performed composer of his generation and the 2018
Composer of the Year by"Musical America, Mason Bates serves as the first composer-in-
residence of the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. As both a DJ and a curator, he
has become a visible advocate for bringing new music to new spaces, whether through
institutional partnerships.such as his former resndency with the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, or through his club/classical project Mercury Soul, which transforms
commercial clubs into exciting hybrid musical events.

"Mothership depicts a space ship floating high above, with a wind ensemble pulsing
rapidly with a‘heart of techno. Soloists dock with the mathership with various lyrical
and virtuosic solos. The piece is in the form of a scherzo-with a double trio: Traditional
scherzos are based on dance rhythims, this scherzo uses 215t century techno as its basis.
We are pleased to feature four of the Greatbatch School of Music Faculty members as
improvisational soloists on this performance.
‘ Program notes compiled by. Diltori Hirsch




