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Dear Friends, 

I have had a number of “new beginnings.” The most 
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We don’t have to be 
afraid; know for a fact that 

God is in control. 

Diane (Meserve ’88) Dunn | 2022 Alumna of the Year
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Rev. Dr. Bill Allen ’89
Houghton College Alumni Board President

From the
Alumni Board
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Left to right: Bill Allen 

'89, Janet (Dill '69) Stowell, President Lewis, 
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Katie Widmer ’24 chose Houghton for 
the outstanding opportunities for training, 
equestrian performance and internships. 
Being surrounded by so many people growing 
in their Christian faith has helped her to 
realize that God is always by her side and 
inspired her to fully pursue her 
God-given potential. It has 
empowered Katie to make 
plans to one day open an 
inclusive barn offering 
lessons and equine-
assisted therapy.

Discover your fearless 
potential in one of 
Houghton's majors and 
areas of study.

www.houghton.edu/Majors  11
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PLANS TO 
PROSPER YOU
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MBA: 
SUCCESS & 
CONFIDENCE

Like Sandra, Jerbrel Bowens ’16 recognized the value 
of his Houghton education and chose to advance his 
career by pursuing his Master of Science in Education 
(M.S.Ed.) fully online. Personalized coursework and hands-
on learning allow him to enrich the learning experience 
�������	
�������
���������������	����
�
����

�����	
��
�
to begin the process toward educational leadership.

You can join Sandra and Jerbrel and take the 
next step in your pursuit of God's calling through 
one of Houghton's online degrees.

www.houghton.edu/Online

A
�����
5���������
M;=:
*�#����
*+&
M'(

UNDERGRADUATE
» Organizational Management
» Psychology

GRADUATE
» Master of Business Administration
» Master of Science in Education
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FEARLESS
BEGINNINGS
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And You Shall Remember...A 

Pictorial History of Houghton College; 

Gillette, Lindley; pp. 94-96
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A Vine of God's Own 

Planting; Wing; p. 106.
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CELEBRATING THE 
CLASS OF 2022!

Move in day, August 2018

Men's Soccer Senior Night

Volleyball Senior Night
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First Year Student Tradition Event, 
Fall 2018

Senior Art Students
after the Senior Art Exhibition

Field Hockey Senior Night Equestrian 
Major Danielle 
Jennings at a 
recent clinic at the 
Equestrian Center 
Indoor Arena

Senior Leadership 
Award Winners
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job or welcoming a newborn, now is the perfect time to update your estate documents. 

As you prayerfully consider these important decisions, this is also the ideal opportunity for 
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trust or an assignable asset (such as an IRA) is an incredibly powerful way to support future 
scholar-servants and perpetuate your legacy through Houghton College. 
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585.567.9340 | advancement@houghton.edu

Fearlessly approaching a new beginning 

doesn’t mean being unprepared. 



THANK YOU!
» April 8, 2022

» 2,124 Donors

» $1,840,436 Raised

» Congratulations to the Class of 1977 
for winning the class challenge for the 
second year in a row and growing their 
endowed class scholarship - the Nick 
Bohall Scholarship.

ONE DAY 
GIVING CHALLENGE

am
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News
HIGHLANDER 
ATHLETICS
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Dr. Jonathan Sands Wise ’03
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Dr. Laura (Clark ’04) Hopkins 
and Walter Hopkins ’04
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Dr. David Clem ’05 was named 
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Elaine Tooley ’05
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2006 

Lisa (Furr ’06) Poore was 
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Sandra (Hodgins ’07) Hussin 
MBA ’21
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Dr. Alex Wright ’07 returned 
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Rachel (Paashaus ’07) Wright 
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Dr. Alison Young Reusser ’07 
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2008 

Marc Smithers ’08
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2016 

Nathaniel Efthimiou ’14 MM 
’16
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Marcella (Wheeler ’16) Hughes 
and James Hughes ’16
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Emma Webb ’16 was named 
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Esther Webb ’16
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Katrina Koehler ’11
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Deanna Montgomery ’14 now serves as 
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Chad Muise ’15
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Ryan Ozzello ’21
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Lytasha Jones ’23 had pursued a college 
degree twice before when her daughter's 
principal recommended Houghton Buffalo 
for the way the program allows many to 
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After meeting the staff at the East Side 
location, Lytasha knew that this time would 
be different and agreed to go to school 
together with her daughter. The experience 
has been a joy for her as she has received 
a new level of support from her professors 
and enjoys sharing her own experience 
with her classmates. As her daughter 
studies business, Lytasha is earning her 
Associate degree in Psychology with a goal 
of becoming a guidance counselor.

www.houghton.edu/Buffalo
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INAUGURATION 
DAY OF SERVICE

Fillmore Wesleyan Church Valley Bread & Bounty

Houghton Wesleyan Church

Fillmore Wesleyan Church Fillmore Wesleyan Church
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Jordan (Smith ’20) married Jonah Williams on 
July 4, 2021. 

Michaella (Aliperti ’19) married Daniel Bussey 
’20 on July 9, 2021. Fellow alumni Andrew 
Bussey ’19, Lynnea (Gallagher ’19) Bussey and 
Christian Aliperti ’20 helped them celebrate 
their special day. 

Nuk (Kongkaw ’11) married Andrew Oden ’11 
on May 22, 2021. The couple were married at 
the Field of Dreams amidst family and friends, 
including fellow alumni Shirley Mullen ’76, Paul 
Mills ’61, Meaghan (Vanderkruk ’14) Taylor, 
AC Taylor ’14, Emily (Tullar ’10) Barringer, 
Zina Teague ’12, Constance (Foster ’10) Lloyd, 
Martha Manikas-Foster ’82, David Foster ’80, 
Bjorn Webb ’18, David Jones ’11, Andrew 
Jones ’13, John Oden ’18 and Heléna (Tyler 
’09) Oden����������	
���
���
������������
Andrew’s father, Pastor Wes Oden of Houghton 
Wesleyan Church, and the reception was 
emceed by Houghton Professor Doug Gaerte. 

Kristina (Van Dyk ‘05) married Cory Reese on 
December 12, 2021.

8.29.15 | Azure Joy (1) 
Carole and Dustin Gervais ’05 

1.15.20 | Arthur Anthony (2)
Tori (Bachman ’15) and Clayton Danner ’15 

9.13.21 | Lucy Claire (3) 
Sheridan (McAllister ’17) and Christopher Knecht ’16 

9.5.21 | Elijah Winter James (4) 
Victoria (Walker ’17) and Michael Gawne 

6.26.21 | Isaac Michael (5)
Bethany (Hackett ’14) and Michael Wrigglesworth ’08 

4.9.21 | Kailani Rose (6) �
Kathleen (Hartzell ’93) and Christopher Rupp

1 2

3 4

5 6

1

2

4

3

AISLE

�Welcomed via adoption

1

2

3

4
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Schoonover), and granddaughter Ashleigh 
(Sinclair ’05) (Steven Crozier ’04).

1951 

Marian (Nicholas ’51) VanFleet went 
to be with the Lord in eternity on May 
16, 2020, at StoneRidge Popular Run in 
Myerstown, Pennsylvania. She was 91. 

1952 

Alton Bennett ’52 went to be with 
the Lord at the age of 91 on August 9, 
2021. He spent his life in service as a 
pastor, educator and public servant. 

Elizabeth “Betty” (Bjorkgren ’52) Denny, 
beloved wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and sister, passed 
away on August 1, 2021, at the age of 90. 

Ruth (Kupka ’52) Merz, age 90, passed 
away peacefully on November 23, 2021, 
at Messiah Village in Mechanicsburg, 
Pennsylvania. After careers in education, 
Ruth and her husband, Robert '52, spent 
six years of their retirement as missionaries 
in Papua New Guinea with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators. In addition to her husband, 
she leaves behind daughters Ann, Carol 
and Lawrie '79, and son Bob '88.

1954 

Sandra (Fisher ’54) Gifford went 
home to heaven on October 20, 
2021. She was 88 years old. 

Helen (Banker ’54) Syswerda died 
peacefully on October 17, 2021, 
surrounded by her family. She was 
88. Helen spent over 30 years as an 
elementary teacher and librarian in the 
Lansing Michigan Public School District.  

1955 

Rev. Jack James ’55, 93, went to be 
with his Lord and Savior on February 
6, 2020, when he passed away in his 
home in Wheelersburg, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Robert Veitch ’55 was called 
home to heaven on December 16, 
2021, at the age of 89. He was a 
Presbyterian minister and an educator. 

1956 

Gladys (Wakkinen ’56) Andrews passed 
away February 22, 2022, at Tender Touch 
Heart & Home in Elizabethtown, Kentucky. 

1939 

Velma (Stroud ’39) Bates died 
June 13, 2020, at her home. 
She was 101 years old. 

1941 

Velma (Smith ’41) Charlesworth 
passed away peacefully at her home 
on the morning of November 1, 
2021, at the young age of 102. 

1945 

Mary Nocera ’45, age 95, passed 
away April 22, 2020, at Tarrytown Hall 
Care Center in Tarrytown, New York. 

1947 

Dr. John DeBrine ’47 passed away 
peacefully during the night on March 
3, 2021, at the age of 96. He was 
the founder of Songtime, a resource 
ministry that teaches the Word of God 
in a Christ-centered way with a gospel 
focus. Songtime Radio was established 
in 1963 and grew to a fulltime ministry 
under Dr. DeBrine. In addition to 45 
New England radio stations, Songtime 
also encompasses print and video 
media, all designed to bring the 
gospel to residents of New England.  

Jeanette (Fortran ’47) Harper 
passed away November 20, 
2020. She will be missed by her 
many loved ones and friends. 

Evelyn (Milbrandt ’47) Heil, educator, 
supportive wife, loving mother, 
grandmother and faithful believer, 
peacefully passed away in Houghton on 
September 3, 2021, at the age of 95. 

Dr. Leantha Humes ’47 went to be with 
her Lord and Savior on January 2, 2021. 

In 
MEMORIAM

Margaret (Fancher ’47) Serley, 
95, died April 30, 2021, at Mary 
Immaculate Nursing Restorative 
Health Center in Lawrence, New York, 
after a period of declining health. 

1948 

Alyce (Banker ’48) Heyboer, 
who touched hundreds of lives 
as a schoolteacher in Western 
Michigan, died July 21, 2021, at 
Green Acres Lowell. She was 94 
and had been in declining health 
since late in the previous year. 

1949 

Ethel (Kidman ’49) Johnsen 
passed away on February 14, 
2021. She was 94 years old. 

Dr. Gordon Larson ’49, 96, entered the 
Lord’s presence on August 7, 2021, at 
the Alliance Home in Deland, Florida.  

R. Burnett Thompson ’49 passed away 
on April 17, 2020. He was 93 years old. 

Ramona (Elmer ’49) Thompson died 
on May 16, 2020, less than a month 
after her husband, at the age of 93.

1950 

Rev. Michael Schell ’50, age 93, died 
peacefully at Fox Run of Orchard Park 
on July 17, 2021, from complications 
of diabetes. He served as the pastor 
of Java Village Baptist Church from 
1979 until his retirement in 2015. 

Dr. Jay Wenger ’50 passed away 
August 11, 2021, at the Pine Run 
Health Center in Doylestown 
Twp., Pennsylvania. He was 92. Dr. 
Wenger is mourned by his family 
and friends, including wife Joan, 
daughter Donna ’78 (Stephen Sinclair 
’76), daughter Linda ’82 (Mark 
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Donald Bagley ’56, a high school 
educator for 30 years, passed away on 
January 17, 2022, at the age of 87. 

Rev. Rolland Starr ’56, faithful 
pastor of the Cornerstone Baptist 
Church of Belmont, Massachusetts 
for 54 years, passed away on 
February 7, 2020, at the age of 94. 

1957 

Delbert Boytar ’57 passed away on 
November 5, 2021, at the age of 89. 

Samuel Paine, Jr. ’57 passed from this 
life early November 5, 2020, at Indiana 
University Hospital at the age of 84. 

1958 

Rev. LaVerne Howard ’58, a 
long-time minister for The United 
Methodist Church, passed away 
November 27, 2021, at Sweden 
Valley Manor in Coudersport, 
Pennsylvania. He was 92 years old. 

Rev. Dr. Edward “Ed” Stansfield 
’58, 85, passed away on January 
29, 2022. He served as a pastor 
since his ordination in 1961. Dr. 
Stansfield additionally taught high 
school and coached high school 
debate and tennis teams. 

Lyman “Woody” Wood ’58 went home 
to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ on August 21, 2021, surrounded 
by his three children. He was 84. 

1959 

Richard Gardner ’59, a long-time 
missionary serving with SIL, went 
home to be with his Savior on March 
10, 2021, at the age of 87. 

Dr. Gerald Lloyd ’59, 83, of Corry, 
Pennsylvania, went to be with his 
Lord and Savior on August 29, 
2021, after a brief hospital stay. 

Sonja (Rimer ’59) McCollum, 84, passed 
away on February 5, 2022, in Millard 
Suburban Hospital after a brief illness 
and several years of declining health. 

1960 

Rev. Nelson Owen, 88, passed into 
the presence of his Heavenly Father on 
January 15, 2022. He was the long-time 
pastor of Willow Wesleyan Church. 

1961 

Norva (Everts ’61) McCracken 
passed away on February 1, 
2021. She was 81 years old. 

1962 

John Ainsworth ’62, 81, went home to 
be with his Lord and Savior on August 30, 
2021, due to complications associated with 
Parkinson’s Disease, which he faced with 
courage, dignity and grace for 31 years. 

Phyllis (Kitchen ’62) Trost, 81, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on June 25, 2021, with her 
loving family by her side. 

1963 

Sharon (Johnson ’63) Konecne 
left this world suddenly on August 
13, 2021, just a few months shy of 
her 80th birthday. She was a loving 
wife, mother, sister, grandmother 
and friend as well as a dedicated 
and tireless physical therapist. 

Ezra Watkins ’63, 78, went to 
be with the Lord on January 3, 
2021. He was a gifted pianist and 
organist who served his church 
as a musician and in children’s 
ministry for over 50 years. 

Rev. Peter Whitten ’63, age 
81, passed from this life on 
February 14, 2022, at OMC, 
West Plains, Missouri. 

1964 

Linda Ann Jordal ’64 passed away 
peacefully on February 8, 2021, 
at Central Park Rehabilitation 
and Nursing Center in Syracuse, 
New York. She was 78 years old.  

Bruce Simmons ’64 passed 
away on July 27, 2021, at the 
age of 78. He was a gifted 
choral director and passionate 
restorer of antique tractors. 

MARY BOOMHOWER

On October 28, 2021, Mary A. Boomhower, a much-loved, respected and valued member of 
the Houghton College staff for 45 years, died peacefully at 89 following a brief illness.

Mary served the college from 1952 to 1997. When she retired in 1997, President Emeritus 
Daniel Chamberlain established the Mary Boomhower Staff Excellence Award, which is 
still given annually to one staff member who exemplifies the characteristics for which Mary 
was known: strong work ethic, integrity, willing and loyal spirit, and dedication to serving 
others. She served for 25 years in food service management, then transitioned to serve as 
administrative support for several academic departments.

Born February 8, 1932, Mary was the youngest of four children born to Raymond and Edna 
(Clark) Boomhower. She loved domestic and wild birds and always had a parakeet to keep 
her company. Apart from her staff work, she was known for her exceptional and intricate 

needlework, widely distributed Christmas batches of homemade peanut brittle, commitment to her women’s Bible study, 
and committed prayer life for Houghton as well as her quiet, guileless demeanor. 

Many lives in the community were touched by Mary’s humble, gracious, kind way of living and loving those around her. Her 
many friends call her “blessed” for the godly, selfless and faithful example she has modeled for us.
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1965 

Daniel Roth ’65 passed away February 26, 2022, 
at the age of 80. He was a long-time teacher at 
Iroquois Central School of Elma, New York.  

Kenneth Zweig ’65, 78, was called to his eternal 
resting place on November 26, 2021. 

1966 

Robert Hughes ’66 passed away July 10, 2021, at Strong 
Memorial Hospital in Rochester, New York. He was 77. 

Marjorie Eila Shea ’66, passed away on January 9, 2022. 
She led a life dedicated to beauty and service in West 
Africa and in the U.S. as a nurse, teacher and artist. She 
combined these gifts with a nearly 20-year career teaching 
art and serving as school nurse for Houghton Academy. 

1967 

Wilford Hutchinson ’67, 75, died August 13, 2021, at 
Saratoga Hospital with his family by his side after an ongoing 
battle with pulmonary fibrosis. He is survived by wife, Sandra; 
son, Peter ’04; and daughter-in-law, Rachel (Brask ’06). 

1968 

Patricia Murchison ’68 passed away unexpectedly on June 
1, 2021, at Bickford Cottage, Midland, at the age of 74. 

1969 

Rev. Philip Turner ’69, 75, went to be with his Lord 
and Savior on the evening of August 27, 2021, 
at OSF Heart of Mary Medical Center in Urbana, 
Illinois. He faithfully served the Lord as a pastor and 
teacher from 1974 until his retirement in 2011. 

1970 

John Crandall ’70, age 79, died peacefully 
on February 1, 2022, in his home.  

Rev. Dr. Robert Friedrich, Jr. ’70 passed away peacefully 
on January 18, 2022, at Kaplan House in Danvers, 
Massachusetts, surrounded by his family as well as 
the love and numerous prayers of dear friends. 

Calvin “Cal” Squires ’70, age 71, died unexpectedly on June 13, 
2020, while visiting his son in Portsmouth, Virginia. Cal had been 
undergoing chemotherapy and passed away from heart failure. 
Cal spent his career as an engineer, specializing in design-build 
cost engineering, working on projects as diverse as Jurassic Park 
at Universal Studios, the Hersey Chocolate Crumb Packaging 
Plant and NASA launch complexes at Kennedy Space Center. 

1971 

Robert Stout ’71 passed away January 29, 2021, 
at Absolut of Allegany, at the age of 77. 

1972 

Susan (Murray ’72) Maurer went to her heavenly home on August 
21, 2021, after a long battle with dementia. She was 70 years old. 

1977 

Rev. Raymond Force ’77, 69, passed away on January 14, 
2022, having recently retired from service at the First Baptist 
Church of Lansdale. He is survived by his wife, Catherine 
(Soergel ’77); his 5 children; and 18 grandchildren. 

1979 

Michael Allen ’79, 64, of Nassau, Bahamas, passed away on July 
2, 2021. Michael was a noted leader in the aviation industry with a 
background in law that allowed him to support Bahamas’s Minister 

HAROLD ARTHUR GRANT

Longtime community resident and Houghton staff member Harold “Hank” Grant passed away 
on January 18, 2022, at 93. He worked at Houghton College from 1964 to 1994, first as a linotype 
operator for the Houghton Press and then as the college’s Quick Print Operator. Hank had a long 
legacy of service in the community and the college.

Hank greatly enjoyed collaborating with students working to publish the college newspaper, The 
Houghton Star. He was voted Staff Member of the Year by students in 1970 and again in 1989.

Though unable to finish his education beyond 8th grade, leaving school to contribute to his large 
family of 15, Harold made sure all five of his children were afforded the opportunity to attend college 
by working at Houghton (David ’74, Vicki ’78, Michael ’82, Valerie ’85 and Rebecca ’86). Enamored 
with his 19 grandchildren and 29 great grandchildren, Hank often challenged them, “Make me proud.”

With his wife of 70 years, Evangeline, Hank often opened their home to students and others in need; he considered them part of his 
family. Some lovingly referred to them as “Macho” and “Pacho.”

Hank’s influence extended into the Houghton community, which he loved. He was a lifetime member and leader in the Houghton 
Volunteer Fire Department. He also served in the Houghton Community Association for many years.
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of Tourism and Aviation in developing a 
comprehensive set of aviation regulations 
as well as developing and passing the Civil 
Aviation Act of 2021. He was a faithful 
member of his church and a dedicated 
scholar-servant in his community. 

1981 

Rev. Ernest Kellner passed away 
on September 27, 2021. 

1982 

Rev. Joseph Denitto ’82, former pastor of 
Church on the Rock, passed away on January 
11, 2022, at Mount St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Lewiston, New York, at the age of 69. 

1984 

Scotty (Lin ’84) Britton, 72, went home 
to be with the Lord on September 23, 
2021, in her home in Lansing, New 
York, after losing her battle with cancer. 
She was surrounded by her loving 
family and friends in her final days. 

Dale P. Davis ’84 passed away 
January 6, 2021, at the age of 58. 

Dianne (Robinson ’84) Peschka, 
58, passed away June 26, 2021, 
surrounded by her children. 

1986 

Russell “Roscoe” Duttweiler, 59, 
entered into the presence of the Lord 
on December 9, 2021, surrounded by 

TED NORTON

Edgar “Ted” Norton, Houghton College faculty emerita and former associate professor of music education, music education 
coordinator and Mabel Barnum Davidson professor of fine arts, passed away on December 2, 2021, after a long battle with Parkinson’s 
disease; he was surrounded by his loving wife and family.  

Professor Norton began his 37-year career at Houghton in 1956 at the request of then Dean Arthur Lynip. Both a teacher and 
practitioner, he played all of the woodwind instruments and was an early advocate for computer-assisted instruction as a way to help 
students of varying skill levels and learning speeds achieve proficiency and to allow instructors to personalize instruction. His love of 
music and of teaching music has been multiplied many times over through the lives and careers of his Houghton students and those 
they have impacted over the course of their careers in music education.

An avid vocalist as well, Ted was named Barber Shopper of the Year for the Seneca Land District in 1992, sang with the choir at the 
Olean First Baptist Church, and was a member of several area Barbershop Choruses and Chorduroy Quartet.  He especially enjoyed 
coaching local high school quartets.

Ted is survived by his wife Nancy (Dickinson); children David ’75 and LoraBeth (Stockin ’75), Daniel ’82 and Priscilla “Penny” (Smith 
’77), Christine ’80, Philip and Tammy, and Janet; grandchildren Jonathan, Timothy ’04, Joel, Steven, Kendra, Lathie, Saylor and 
Hudson; a brother, Arthur Norton; seven great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.

his family. He is survived by his wife 
Babette; children Victoria (Eric Clark), 
Ashlee ’16 (Tesfahun Angasso), Naomi 
(Daniel Palmer), and Reuben; and siblings 
Robert ’82 (Grace Ann Godshall ’82), 
Richard, Ronald ’85 (Sylvia Sprowl 
’83), Rodney (Kathleen), Randall ’88 
(Jacqueline Christiana ’88), Roger 
(Coralie), Rolland ’91 (Pamela Bigham 
’90), and Melody ’94 (Matthew) Weaver.

1987 

Gregory Chisholm-Howard ’87 passed 
away on February 7, 2022, in Bluffton, 
South Carolina, after a long battle 
with cancer. He was 58 years old. 

1995 

Major A. Robert Joubert ’95, 77, was 
Promoted to Glory on October 9, 2021, 
with his family by his side. He is survived by 
his wife, Janice; his three children, Joy ’93 
(Marcus Jugenheimer), Tammy ’01 (Steve 
Dunmire ’01), and Robert ’04 (Victoria 
Claybourn ’06); and nine grandchildren. 

1997 

Ian Beam ’97 passed into the presence 
of his Savior on October 9, 2021, at the 
age of 46. A 20-year public servant in the 
state of Maryland, he leaves behind his 
wife Stephanie and six young children. 

1999 

Kristin (Cook ’99) Cushing was suddenly 
called to her eternal home on October 

18, 2021. She had a cerebral aneurysm 
on October 17th and peacefully 
passed with husband, William 
Cushing ’00; her two children; and 
other family members by her side. 

2013 

Edward Linnecke ’13, J.D., passed away 
on December 13, 2021, from injuries 
sustained in an automobile accident. 

Hannah (Larson ’13) Ngaihte died 
tragically on December 30, 2021, 
after being hit by a car while jogging. 
Hannah served for six years on the 
mission field in Thailand and was 
pursuing a career in counseling with 
the intention of returning there to 
serve alongside her husband, Khup. 

2016 

Stephen Leslie MM ’16 died on 
October 14, 2021, after contracting 
a breakthrough COVID-19 infection. 
After a life-long career as a pipe 
organ voicer and tonal finisher, he 
completed his master’s degree in 
collaborative performance at Houghton’s 
Greatbatch School of Music. 

EMPLOYEES 

Phyllis Osgood passed away on August 
30, 2021, in the Houghton Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Facility. She was a 
long-time employee in dining services 
at the college who retired in 1991.
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