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Women’s Cross-Country Team Takes 
Houghton’s First E8 Championship Win

Student Services 
Relocation Appears 

Successful

The Center for Student 
Success (CSS), which was 
launched at the beginning of 
this semester, brings together 4 
offices, which were previously 
scattered around campus: The 
Counseling Center, Academic 
Support & Accessibility Servic-
es, the Office of Vocation and 
Calling, and the Writing Center. 
These services are now central-
ly located on the office side of 
the first floor of the Chamber-
lain Center. 

Overall, many people agree 
that the move has been positive. 
Dr. Bill Burrichter, Executive 
Director of the CSS, stated that 
each of the offices has been see-
ing more students than in previ-
ous years. Furthermore, “Coun-
seling is seeing slightly more 
students (4 higher) over our 5 
year average with fewer clini-
cal hours available than in past 
years,” Dr. Burrichter reported. 
This means that although the 
Counseling Center technically 
has fewer hours available for 
appointments this year, they are 
operating slightly above capac-
ity to help as many students as 
they can. In the past, all avail-
able counseling slots were filled 
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In the seven years that the 
Houghton College Highlanders 
have competed in the NCAA, 
there has never been a team that 
has won the coveted Empire 
8 Conference Championship. 
This is an award that is given to 
recognize the best team in the 
conference that year. With the 
16 collegiate sports teams at 
Houghton that compete in the 
E8, no team could look back on 
their season and call themselves 
conference champions. That 
all changed on November 2nd, 

Early last week, the Subway 
resturant in Houghton closed up 
for good. Dale Wright, Hough-
ton College’s Vice President 
for Finance, said that his best 
understanding is that Susan and 
Randy Searls, the owners of 
the Subway, are “phasing into 
retirement.” Wright also men-
tioned that the Searls owned a 
total of three Subways in the 
area, one of which they have al-
ready “divested themselves of.” 
He is unsure of the plans for the 
other Subway, which is located 
in Cuba NY.

According to Dale Wright, 
the relationship started when 
Houghton Ventures LLC, which 
was formed about “seventeen 
or eighteen years ago because 
it was not appropriate for the 
college, as a non-profit, to be 
involved with buying and leas-
ing buildings,” leased the build-
ing that Subway was located in 
to Mrs. and Mr. Searls. Wright 
said of the deal that “it has been, 
and still is, a constant desire to 
have businesses on Route 19 in 
Houghton, and we try to facili-
tate that as much as possible…

2019 when the Women’s Cross-
Country team won the college’s 
first ever Empire 8 Champion-
ship.

This victory has meant a lot 
to senior runners Emily Blos-
dale (‘20) and Shelby Lan-
glois (‘20). Over the past four 
years, they have seen a steady 
improvement in the program. 
They were freshman on a team 
that finished in 6th place, and 
now seniors who have just won 
it all. When asked about win-
ning E8, Blosdale said, “Win-
ning E8 is the result of a lot of 
miles put in by this incredible 
team throughout the last four 

years. If you track our results 
we’ve just been steadily pro-
gressing, with girls bringing in 
personal records every race, so 
bringing home a win is incred-
ibly rewarding.” One of Blos-
dale’s achievements from her 
four years of hard work would 
be finishing 4th in the Empire 8 
Cross-Country Championships 
and earning 1st Team All-Con-
ference Honors. 

Finishing 1st in the E8 was a 
fellow senior, Shelby Langlois 
(‘20), who also won the indi-
vidual conference title. Shelby 
commented on the race by say-

COURTESY OF HOUGHTON CROSS COUNTRY/TRACK & FIELD INSTAGRAM

Establishing successful busi-
nesses in the northern end of 
Allegany County is difficult. 
When a business is willing to 
locate in Houghton, we do ev-
erything we can to try to make 
it successful.”

Leasing the building was 
the only part that Houghton 
Ventures played in regard to 

the Subway, Wright stated 
that, “Neither the college nor 
Houghton Ventures were in any 
way involved in the day to day 
running of the business, and 
neither received any ‘royal-
ties’ or ‘profit’ other than rent,” 
which, according to Wright, 
was “more than fair.” Although 
no part of the College played 

an active role in the day-to-day 
running of the Subway, some 
members of the organization, 
according to Wright, “thought 
[the Searls] had opportunities 
to better utilize the building and 
encouraged them to do so (have 
music once in a while, etc.) 
since it’s such a nice building 
compared to most Subways.” 

He went on to add that “nothing 
came to fruition,” because “that 
is outside of the norm of how 
a Subway normally operates.” 
However, this did nothing to 
lessen the satisfaction between 
Houghton and the owners of the 
restaurant.

Houghton’s relationship 
with the business was con-
genial; according to Wright, 
“They are not leaving due to 
any dissatisfaction with us, and 
we were pleased to have them 
in town for seventeen years.”

According to Phyllis Gaerte, 
Houghton’s Alumni and Com-
munity Engagement Director, 
“The decision for Subway to 
close earlier than anticipated 
has meant scrambling to make 
something happen sooner rather 
than later,” but she is “optimis-
tic” that the community will be 
pleased with the change. Cur-
rently, there are no more spe-
cific details about what will 
replace the Subway, but accord-
ing to Gaerte, “as soon as [they] 
become available,” they will be 
shared with the Houghton Com-
munity. ★
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Houghton Singer 
to Compete in 

2020 NATS

Houghton’s own Daniel 
Bussey (‘20) has recently been 
named one of 24 national semi-
finalists in the 2020 NATS Na-
tional Musical Theatre Compe-
tition; Bussey will thus compete 
in the semifinal and final rounds 
in New York City in January. 

NATS, the National As-
sociation of Teachers of Sing-
ing, hosts the National Musical 
Theatre Competition every two 
years. In October the prelimi-
nary round was held, those au-
ditioning could go to NYC for 
an in-person audition or submit 
a video audition. Bussey did the 
latter, sending in a video. To 
complete this audition, he sent 
in an application and recorded 
three contrasting musical the-
ater pieces, accompanied by 
Alyssa Pyne. Due to the  com-
petition being for those aged 21 
to 28, this was the first year that 
he was eligible for competition. 

Out of the entire pool of 
applicants, which consisted of 
those from all across the coun-
try, just 24 were selected to 
compete in the semifinal rounds. 
They will be conducted in NYC 
at the Roosevelt Hotel in con-
junction with the NATS Winter 

HUMANS OF HOUGHTON:
RAY PARLETT
Columns, p. 3

WESLEYAN CONFERENCE // 
MUSIC MAJORS
Features, p. 4-5

ARTIST OF THE WEEK: 
LAUREN COUTURIER
Features, p. 8

THE HAZARDS OF 
ROTH BRIDGE
Opinions, p. 7

QUEER LOVE AT 
HOUGHTON
Opinions, p. 6

COURTESY OF CALEB FESMIRE

Subway stood near the Houghton campus on Route 19 for seventeen years.

Houghton’s Women’s Cross Country team at the 2019 E8 Championship in Pittsford, NY.
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New curtains will obscure writing center tutors’ view of the counseling center waiting area.

Houghton’s Women’s 
Volleyball finished a remark-
able season this past week-
end, after being defeated 
in the opening round of the 
Empire 8 Volleyball Tourna-
ment. The loss ended a year 
which saw the team finish 
with a record of 20-5 overall 
and 6-1 in conference play. 
This season gave the women 
their highest winning per-
centage since 1992, when 
the team finished 26-6. This 
was also the first 20-win sea-
son for a Highlanders team 
since 2015, when they fin-
ished 20-11. The women saw 
many individual milestones, 
capped off with three players 
being named to the Empire 
8 Women’s Volleyball All-
Conference Team.

Brooke Lewandowski’s 
(’20) superb season secured 
her a spot on the Empire 8 
First Team, after leading 
Houghton in several offen-
sive and defensive statistics. 
Along with her impressive 

ing, “I have been 5th at E8 the 
past two years, so it was really 
special to finally win this year. 
I really owe the win to Coach 
Hager and the girls, since the 
beginning of the season coach 
has been encouraging me to win 
this race. The girls on the team 
were pushing me as well, they 
have a way of giving me confi-
dence and making me brave.” 

The Women’s Cross-Coun-
try team pushed themselves 
through a rigorous preseason, all 
in hopes that they would eventu-

Workshop Conference, which is 
held from January 10th to the 
12th. The competition itself will 
be held on Saturday, January 11, 
2020, with the finals being held 
on the same day.

Dan and the other 23 com-
petitors will compete in the 
semifinals, where each will 
have a list of seven songs to sing 
from, the first of which they can 
choose followed by the judges 
then picking whatever else they 
would like to hear. Up to 6 of 
the semifinalists will then be 
chosen to sing in the finals. The 
finals include each singer per-
forming a 15-minute recital of 
their musical theatre repertoire. 

For both the semifinals and 
finals, judges are musical the-
ater industry professionals–in-

by week six, but this year, they 
were filled by week three, which 
means students entered into 
counseling more quickly than in 
previous years. 

Another benefit has been 
collaboration between the ser-
vices, both for referrals and pro-
gramming. Sharon Mulligan, 
Associate Director of Academic 
Support and Accessibility Ser-
vices, commented that the new 
layout of the CSS enables a 
“quicker connection” between 
different services that are avail-
able to support students. In the 
past, she sometimes suggested 
that a student she was work-
ing with should visit the Office 
of Vocation and Calling or the 
Counseling Center, but some 
students were hesitant about 
following through. Now that the 
services are centrally located, it 
is easier for Mulligan and others 
to help students make appoint-
ments across offices, and most 
students follow through when 
they are referred to another of-
fice. Mulligan also shared that 
because of the layout, the offic-
es are finding new ways to col-
laborate, as well. For example, 

Academic Support and Acces-
sibility Services was involved 
with the Anxiety Workshop the 
Counseling Center hosted ear-
lier in the semester. 

When the layout of the CSS 
was first introduced, some peo-
ple expressed concerns about 
how it would impact the pri-
vacy of students using the ser-
vices, particularly those going 
to counseling. Writing Center 
consultant Kayla Simmons 
(‘20) thought it would be good 
for the Writing Center to have 
some curtains because of the 
way it looks into the Counseling 
Center’s waiting area. (Since 
her feedback, curtains have 
been installed which allow day-
light to enter the waiting area 
without enabling Writing Cen-
ter tutors to see people waiting 
for counseling.) She “want[s] to 
respect people’s privacy” and 
emphasizes that there is nothing 
wrong with getting counseling. 
She also says that she appreci-
ates the view of the quad that 
the Writing Center now has. 

The CSS also conducted an 
anonymous survey to find out 
how students felt. 63 surveys 
were collected, and the results 
were positive. On a scale of 1 

team rankings, Lewandowski 
finished second in the Empire 
8 with a hitting percentage of 
30%, third in blocks at 0.69 
per set, sixth in kills at 2.64 
per set, and sixth in points at 
3.12 per set. Lewandowski 
also nabbed Empire 8 volley-
ball player of the week dur-
ing the first week of October. 
Lewandowski had great sup-
port from her teammates all 
year. “[My teammates] kept 
giving me more and more 
confidence throughout the 
season,” Lewandowski said, 
“Their confidence in me re-
sulted in confidence in my-
self and with my play.”

Amy Huddell (’20) and 
Haley Unverdorben (’22) 
both earned spots on the 
Empire 8 Second Team due 
to their stellar performanc-
es this year. Huddell was 
also named to the Empire 8 
Volleyball All-Tournament 
Team, for her performance 
in the Empire 8 tournament. 
Huddell finished sixth in 
the Empire 8 in with a hit-
ting percentage of 24% and 
eighth in kills at 2.38 per set. 

Unverdorben led the Empire 
8 in service aces at 0.67 per 
set and completed the season 
second in assists at 8.85 per 
set. Unverdorben also sur-
passed 1,000 career assists, 
becoming the eighth High-
lander in the past 20 years to 
do so. She was also named 
the Empire 8 Player of the 
Week twice, once in the last 
week of September and then 
a month later, during the last 
week of October. 

One of the many reasons 
the team found so much suc-
cess this year was due to the 
experience of the players. 
Out of the 14 women on the 
roster, five were seniors. Hal-
ey Unverdorben, currently a 
sophomore, said the seniors 
were great leaders for the 
team, “Each [senior] truly 
cared about being at practice 
and it helped the attitude of 
the team,” Unverdorben said, 
“There wasn’t a hierarchy, as 
everyone was treated equally. 
They made our practices so 
fun to be at and they made 
being a part of the Houghton 
Volleyball team such a joy.” 

Ally Bittinger, a senior cap-
tain, talked about her role 
as a captain filling her with 
energy and joy. “I’ve been 
blessed to play alongside 
a force of very determined 
athletes who encourage each 
other every single day,” Bit-
tinger stated, “I’ve never 
been more proud of a group 
of girls in my entire life, and 
I couldn’t imagine a better 
way to finish out my volley-
ball career with the people I 
love most.” 

The accomplishments of 
the team can also be attrib-
uted to their new coach, Josh 
Tompkins. The team did not 
know what to expect when 
coming into training camp, 
but Coach Tompkins turned 
out to be a huge part of the 
team’s success. “Coach 
Tompkins is a blessing to 
this program,” Bittinger said, 
“He jumped right in and 
pushed us to work hard from 
day one. He earned our trust 
and respect very quickly, and 
we were determined to make 
him proud in return.”

When asked about the 

highlight of their season, 
both Bittinger and Lewan-
dowski talked about their 
impressive showing at the 
La Roche tournament on 
September 6th and 7th. 
They won all four of their 
matchups, beating Clarks 
Summit, Chatham, Fran-
ciscan, and La Roche, win-
ning all 12 of the sets that 
they played. “That weekend 
helped us see how talented 
we really were, and in that 
moment we truly started to 
believe in ourselves,” Bit-
tinger said. The dominance 
displayed that weekend 
continued throughout the 
season, which saw the girls 
rise to as high as second 
in the NCCAA Division I 
Women’s Volleyball rank-
ings, where they finished 
third. Accolades like these 
are what are what made 
this an extraordinary season 
for the Women’s Volley-
ball Team, one that will set 
the standard for the rest of 
Houghton Athletics. ★ 

ally find themselves where they 
are today, conference champi-
ons. Amanda Burrichter (‘23), 
when asked what the prepara-
tion was like going into the 
season said, “From the start of 
preseason to crossing the finish 
line at E8, it has been like a sis-
terhood. The preparation we did 
obviously would include lots of 
miles and rigorous workouts, 
but the key behind the success 
was our coach Patrick Hager and 
the amazing girls on the team. 
The workouts we did were hard, 
but what got me through it was 
my teammates cheering me on 
and encouraging me every day. 
The success came from the love 
we have for one another and for 
running.”

Going into the season, the 
Highlanders knew it wasn’t go-
ing to be an easy task, the Em-
pire 8 Conference is one of the 
most well-respected conferenc-
es in the country. Head Coach 
Patrick Hager commented on 
his expectations going into the 
season by saying, “Our goal 
was to win, but we certainly ex-
pected to be top three. We ex-
pected to have at least two girls 
in the top 10 at E8, which we 
surpassed. We had a very solid 
group of returners and a couple 
of freshmen who would make 
an immediate impact. I knew 
we’d be a threat.”

The Highlanders were in-
deed a threat, but every champi-
on has gone through some sort 
of adversity. Hager reflected on 
some of the struggles the team 
endured by saying, “We were 
having trouble getting all five of 
our scoring girls to race well on 
the same day. This is hard to do, 
but I knew if we could, we’d be 
dangerous. We ended up giving 
one of our top girls a couple of 
days off to recoup, get healthy, 
and destress. This is tough, as 
a coach, because everything 
is about volume, consistency, 
keeping your body in a rhythm, 
etc. This ended up paying off 
and she had a very good race, 
both Pre-Regionals and at E8. 
Another adjustment was nar-

rowing the gap in our #4-9 pack. 
We’d been having #4-6 train to-
gether, and #7-9 just a little bit 
back in a pack of their own. We 
started to lump them together 
a bit, and it ended up that two 
girls in our #7-9 pack raced top 
6 for us at E8. I can’t help but 
think this adjustment gave them 
confidence.”

Unfortunately, all good 
things often come to an end. As 
Shelby Langlois’ collegiate ca-
reer winds down, she reflects on 
her time as a Houghton High-
lander by saying, “In my time 
at Houghton, the females on this 
team have brought me a lot of 
joy and I’m grateful to Coach 
Hager for the team he has creat-
ed here. I remember my first E8 
as a freshman. We were 6th out 
of 8 teams. We’ve come really 
far since my first year and we 
have worked at this for a long 
time. It’s the perfect ending to 
my time here–to finally have a 
team title.” 

The Women’s Cross-Coun-
try team will return next season 
with 12 of this year’s runners, 
whose experience will be use-
ful as they look to defend their 
title in the competitive Empire 8 
Conference next season. ★

to 5, the statement, “I experi-
enced an appropriate level of 
confidentiality or privacy” re-
ceived an average rating of 4.8, 
while the statement, “The office 
space is conducive to meeting 
my needs” received an average 
rating of 4.7.

The CSS Administrative As-
sistant, Hannah Bailey (‘17), 
can help students who have 
further questions or are unsure 
which office they should go to 
for the help they need. All of the 
services offered by the CSS are 
free to students. ★
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Fancy a short trip to a histor-
ic and exciting little town? East 
Aurora is less than an hour from 
Houghton and is home to many 
cute shops, cafes, and bakeries, 
as well as being packed full of 
history. This charming town 
was also the film sight for mul-
tiple Christmas movies, includ-
ing A Prince for Christmas and 
Hope for Christmas. 

As you make your way down 
Main Street in East Aurora, 
the way is paved with brick, a 
unique feature that aids in the 
vintage feel of the town. On ei-
ther side of the street is a col-
lection of small-town staples. In 
the middle of town is a quaint 
old fashioned movie theatre that 
has a single screen and shows 
one movie at a time. 

On the opposite side of the 
street is the iconic and grand 
shoppe, Vidler’s. Anyone who 
makes a stop in East Aurora 
must pop into the immense 
store, even to browse for a mo-
ment. Vidler’s is a two-story 
shop with multiple departments 
that have items including every-
thing from soap and candles to 
candy and toys to kitchen sup-
plies and Christmas decorations. 

Along the strip of Main 
Street are various small busi-
nesses and cafes. Some notable 
eateries include The Globe, 
Pasquale’s, and Charlie’s Diner, 
along with cafes like Taste and 
Main Street Bakery. The diverse 
small-town cafes are a pleasant 
foil to the more common, but 
still popular, attractions such as 
Subway and CVS. 

Beyond Main Street are 
other significant landmarks 
for East Aurora. The Roycroft 
Campus is home to an Inn and 
the Elbert Hubbard Roycroft 
Museum. Elbert Hubbard was 

a writer, philosopher, and pub-
lisher who started the Arts and 
Crafts movement right there in 
East Aurora. The museum itself 
is open June through October, 
but the Inn is open year-round 
and offers a restaurant, both of 
which feature Arts and Crafts 
design. 

Just around the corner from 
the hot spots in town is the head-
quarters for Fisher-Price. The 
business was founded in East 
Aurora during the great depres-
sion. Since its start in this small 
town, the business has expanded 
to 145 countries and produces 
toys in 37 languages. 

One of the older and most 
remarkable landmarks in this 
town is the home of the 13th 
president of the United States, 
Millard Fillmore. Before Fill-
more became president he built 
his own home in the town of 
Aurora. The house originally 
stood near the theatre building, 
but Mrs. Irving Price, of Fisher-
Price, was enamored with the 
run-down little house and its 
history so she had it moved to 
its current location and made it 
into her studio. In the 1970s the 
house was bought and converted 
back into a historical treasure. 
The house is open June through 
October for public and private 
tours which explore the various 
parts of the estate, including the 
living rooms, library, carriage 
barn, and the gardens. 

East Aurora is a quiet and 
exciting small town. This is not 
a place you would want to drive 
by without a second thought. 
Drop by for a coffee, or stop 
and spend hours browsing and 
shopping in Vidler’s. Take a day 
trip to explore the town and im-
merse yourself in its fascinating 
history. ★

Workshop Conference, which is 
held from January 10th to the 
12th. The competition itself will 
be held on Saturday, January 11, 
2020, with the finals being held 
on the same day.

Dan and the other 23 com-
petitors will compete in the 
semifinals, where each will 
have a list of seven songs to sing 
from, the first of which they can 
choose followed by the judges 
then picking whatever else they 
would like to hear. Up to 6 of 
the semifinalists will then be 
chosen to sing in the finals. The 
finals include each singer per-
forming a 15-minute recital of 
their musical theatre repertoire. 

For both the semifinals and 
finals, judges are musical the-
ater industry professionals–in-

somebody that there’s this variety 
of callings from the Lord. There 
are some people who at four years 
old know that they’re going to be 
a missionary doctor in Uganda at 
this facility and that is just awe-
some… And then the opposite 
end of the spectrum is somebody 
who in their fifties is still thinking 
‘I’m not sure what I’m going to 
do when I grow up.’ But there’s 
a certain amount of availability to 
do whatever the Lord calls you to 
when you don’t have this, ‘okay, 
here’s where I’m going to be in 
ten years.’ I’ve found when I talk 
to students about that it’s really 
interesting for how many students 
it seems to be such a bright spot 
for them to realize, ‘okay, I’m a 
senior and I don’t know what I’m 
going to do next year, but that’s 
actually maybe okay.’ Because 
most people… are expecting you 
to have all these really defined 
plans when you’re a senior. And 
again, that’s not a bad thing, but 
there’s also something to be said 
for being more available to the 
Lord’s change in direction for 
you.” ★

Ray Parlett is the director of 
Safety and Security on campus, 
having worked for Safety and Se-
curity full time since 1981. Ray 
tells me that he got into Safety 
and Security when he was do-
ing his undergraduate studies at 
Houghton. “I came here as a stu-
dent because I grew about fifteen 
or twenty miles [from] here and 
commuted... And after about two 
and a half or three years I ran out 
of money. Plain and simple.” Ray 
had worked doing some farm 
work and other odd jobs for a 
while, and then when a night 
position opened up with Safety 
and Security he took that. “I took 
the night position and finished 
up classes as a part time student 
and full time security officer. So 
it took me eight years to graduate 
from Houghton, but I did it.” He 
chuckles when he tells me this. 
“And financially it was a stretch, 
but I don’t know if I would have 
been able to pull it off if I didn’t 
start working full time here.” 
Later he tells me, somewhat as 
an afterthought, that he was a first 
generation college student.

I ask Ray to tell me a bit about 
what Safety and Security does on 
a daily basis. “Some of it is the 
obvious,” he says. “You meet the 
night guys in particular, and I did 
that for a while, and I still do that 
some because our staffing is such 
that everybody has to do every-
thing at some point or another… 
So obviously we do lock the 
buildings, we unlock the build-
ings, we do rounds, we check to 
make sure that people who don’t 
belong here aren’t here, those 
kinds of things. Some of the other 
things that our office does, partic-
ularly myself and Mr. Cronk here 
in the office, we respond to emer-
gencies and we’re responsible 
for all the college keys one way 
or another. Student Life directly 
issues the keys for the residence 
hall rooms, but we provide those 
keys to the Student Life office. We 
change locks whenever a student 
loses their keys, which is pretty 
frequently.” He laughs good na-

turedly at that. “Also parking 
control which, a lot of people are 
pretty aware of that, some not so 
much, but there are certain people 
who are keenly aware of it,” he 
laughs again. “The fire inspec-
tion is another thing that we’re 
pretty deeply involved in, that 
is very time consuming, and so 
we’re pretty heavily involved 
with that… We also are one of the 
few campuses that allow students 
to bring a firearm, if they want to 
use a firearm for recreational or 
hunting purposes, but they have 
to be stored here. We store bows 
and firearms for students because 
they’re not allowed to have them 
in the residence hall.”

When I ask Ray to tell me 
something that he particularly 
enjoys about the job, he answers 
in one word. “Students,” he says. 
“I’ve said for decades that secu-
rity was never on my radar,” he 
tells me, “There are probably 
any number of occupations that 
I might enjoy doing more, but as 
I look and I think about some of 
the places I have worked, I don’t 
think there’s any place I would 
rather do it. I look at that bal-
ance that, while there are things 
I might enjoy doing more than 
safety and security, I think there 
would be a level of disappoint-
ment or dissatisfaction in going 
to other places. Houghton’s just 
been really good to us, and again, 
working with the students, there’s 
a few exceptions to that along the 
way for sure, but by and large the 
students here give me hope for 
the future, frankly. When I look 
around at the world and the way 
things are going sometimes it’s 
easy to get kind of discouraged, 
but then I interact with students 
here at the college and I have a 
renewed sense of hope for where 
this world will go.”

Ray and his wife Lisa have 
three sons, all of whom are now 
grown and have graduated col-
lege. All three of them were 
homeschooled all the way up un-
til they went to college. “When 
we started homeschooling I en-
visioned doing it through grade 

six, maybe,” he says, “Lisa and 
I both had pretty lousy experi-
ences in the public schools… 
and I just couldn’t see putting my 
kids on a bus, having seen what 
I saw kids go through on the bus 
growing up… So we decided to 
homeschool at least until fifth or 
sixth grade when the would be 
more equipped.” However, they 
ended up homeschooling all the 
way through after all. “This ques-
tion which is subtly different,” 
Ray says, “is, ‘why do you still 
homeschool?’ And that’s a vastly 
different answer, and it’s all about 
the benefits of homeschooling—
what we loved about it, which is 
developing a relationship with 
our kids, being part of their edu-
cation, being there for that ‘aha’ 
moment when they understand 
the quadratic equation or some-
thing like that. It’s just so exciting 
to see the kids get something and 
be part of that process.”

I ask Ray if there’s any advice 
he would give to students, and he 
shares with me an idea he doesn’t 
think students hear very often. 
“In terms of advice,” he says, “it 
was years ago I had mentioned to 

credible honor, and I could not 
be more thrilled and proud that 
Dan has been selected. He is a 
wonderfully gifted, hard-work-
ing, kind, and God-honoring 
young man, and I know that he 
will take the grace and peace of 
Christ with him as he sings and 
interacts with other participants, 
judges, and audience members.”

Bussey was very surprised 
when he saw his name on the 
list of semifinalists, though he 
said he is “really grateful for the 
opportunity.” He looks forward 
to the competition, as he said, 
“It’ll be a good experience and 
I’m excited to go. I’m going to 
do my best and have fun with 
it all. Obviously, the fact that 
I’m in the competition at all is 
the result of my professors, my 
friends, my family, and God. 
Without them, I wouldn’t be go-
ing anywhere. So, I’m feeling 
really thankful, grateful, and ex-
cited about it all.” ★

cluding casting directors and 
agents. According to Amanda 
Cox (‘01), Director of Hough-
ton Lyric Theatre and an Assis-
tant Professor of Voice, “Even 
being able to sing for [these 
professionals] is a wonderful 
opportunity.”

Per the NATS, “The first 
prize winner is awarded more 
than $5,000 in prizes in addi-
tion to a concert at the 56th 
NATS National Conference in 
Knoxville, Tennessee from June 
26th to 30th, 2020.” The second 
prize winner wins $2,500 and 
a $500 gift certificate from the 
Hal Leonard Corporation. There 
are also prizes for the third and 
fourth place contestants, includ-
ing the $1,000 for the Louise 
Lerch Prize and $750 for the 
Bill Hayes Prize. 

Cox said of Bussey’s selec-
tion: “This is an absolutely in-



time, he says, “It was just a 
good day for anyone heading 
into ministry. Most of the ses-
sions poured into the students 
and they received a couple of 
free books. I hope what stu-
dents get from this time was 
not necessarily that they need 
to be a part of the Wesleyan 
church, but they get a better 
sense of what the Wesleyan de-
nomination is and where it is 
headed.” 

The hope was for students 
to walk away with a greater 
understanding of leadership 
and have an optimistic view of 
the future. There was an over-
all appreciation by the students 
for the opportunity to attend 
this event. ★

4 | Features  November 22, 2019

On Thursday, November 7th 
a van full of upper-class theol-
ogy students traveled to Indi-
ana for a College Day, hosted 
by the Wesleyan Church Head-
quarters. After a nine-hour car 
ride, dinner at Chick-Fil-A, and 
a stay at a hotel, the Houghton 
crew arrived at the HQ build-
ing. For many of the students, 
the building’s architecture was 
not how they imagined it would 
be. Adam Funch (‘20) recalls, 
“It’s not at all what I expected. 
I didn’t think it would be an-
tiquated, but I didn’t think it 
would be as modern as it was. 
It was a very flowing setup with 
an ongoing series of hallways.” 
The HQ guide explained that 
the building had been designed 
in a simple manner for easy ac-
cess to different departments. It 
was made very clear that, to the 
HQ, more attention, time, and 
money should be spent on actual 
ministries, rather than their own 
building.

The conference began at 
9am, with both registration and 
a rundown of what to expect out 
of the day. All five Wesleyan 
colleges in the United States 
were invited to attend, in or-
der to promote connection and 
unity across the greater Church. 
Funch’s highlight of the trip was 
actually the connection he made 
with two Kingswood University 
students. He states, “The goals 

and aspirations each had for 
ministry, such as the traveling 
evangelism and church plant-
ing, as well as their ongoing 
ministry of regularly visiting a 
jail to minister to inmates, was 
inspiring and made us all think 
about the bright future of min-
istry ahead of us.” Olivia Flint 
(‘20) was also very impressed 
with the fruit of this conference. 
She comments, “I thoroughly 
enjoyed networking with vari-
ous pastors and leaders in the 
Wesleyan denomination. It was 
quite inspiring to hear of the 
grand work they are doing and 
inviting us to join! I was re-
minded here of the true reason-
ing behind why we do ministry. 
I was reminded of Christ’s deep 

JACOB BAILEY

Houghton Ministry Students Attend Wesleyan Conference

love for us, and how simply this 
wonderful love flows out of us 
into others when we trust the 
Holy Spirit.”

There was a variety of 
speakers leading this event, and 
many of the topics spoken on 
dealt with things such as: what 
to expect in full time ministry, 
potential hazards that may come 
up, the solutions to avoid those 
hazards, and how to be unified 
in the body. One topic that stood 
out to Marc Alfonce (‘20) was 
the S.H.E.D. acronym. Alfonce 
recalls, “SHED stands for Sleep, 
Hobby, Exercise, and Diet. I 
feel like I do these things well, 
but the speaker challenged me 
to grow even healthier in these 
areas.” Students were reminded 

that anyone going into occupa-
tional ministry is still human; 
that, their bodies, emotions, and 
lives are impacted by the daily 
care fueling them. Times of 
Sabbath rest should not be rec-
ognized with feelings of guilt, 
or even with the mentality that 
work will be better quality with 
rest (though that may be true). 
Rather, God created moments of 
stopping in order to “allow the 
paint to dry,” so to speak. It is 
not selfish to take good care of 
your body. 

JL Miller was Houghton’s 
faculty representative on this 
trip. It was Miller’s first time at-
tending this event, and he was 
initially curious what the day 
would hold. Reflecting on his 

The Houghton College 
MANRRS Chapter, which 
stands for Minorities in Agri-
culture, Natural Resources, and 
Related Sciences, recently at-
tended the MANNRS Annual 
Career Fair and Training Con-
ference for the fourth year in a 
row. This year, seven student 
members and college faculty 
advisor Dr. Rebecca Williams 
were present, travelling all the 
way to Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitute and State University in 
Blacksburg, VA. “MANRRS is 
great....for Houghton students to 
participate in a large-scale con-
ference with...other universities 
in an urban setting,” remarks 
Dr. Williams; “the focus of the 
organization is to educate young 
professionals on diversity issues 
in the workplace and promote 
inclusion, while providing am-
ple opportunity for professional 
development.” 

During the conference, the 
MANNRS team had many great 
opportunities, from hearing tips 
on how to interview well, con-
necting and networking with 
potential companies to work for, 
and also  participating in work-
shops. One of these workshops 
was a Land O’Lakes case study 
presentation, which focused on 
making wise business decisions 
within an agriculture company.  

On top of this, the confer-
ence also hosted a public speak-
ing competition, which MAN-
NRS members Colten Phillips 

(’22) and Rachael Rogan (’21) 
participated in. The challenge 
was to give an ‘elevator speech,’ 
where partakers had 60 seconds 
to sell MANRRS to someone 
who has never heard of the or-
ganization before. “It was a 
pleasure to attend the MANRRS 
Regional Conference,” reflects 
Rachel Rogan (’21), who went 
for the first time; “the Elevator 
Speech contest… pushed me out 
of my comfort zone and gave 
me practice writing and present-
ing in my own words.”

RYAN OZZELLO 

MANNRS Returns From Annual Career Fair 

Freshman member Mary 
Vandenbosch (’23) also partook 
in an impromptu speech compe-
tition, where competitors didn’t 
know what topic they were 
speaking on until ten minutes 
prior. This was a way to prac-
tice what professionals are of-
ten required to do at unplanned 
meetings or ceremonies. Van-
denbosch ended up winning 
2nd place, knocking everyone’s 
socks off with a personal and 
relevant speech about how her 
experience growing up on a 

dairy farm shaped the way she 
sees dirt-- something that, ac-
cording to her, “most people just 
see [as] dirt, but farmers see [as] 
potential.” Vandenbosch further 
comments that the competition 
“was an amazing experience 
and the topic was very close to 
home. I cannot wait to attend 
the National Conference.” 

In addition to these profes-
sional growth opportunities, 
another tangible benefit for 
MANNRS members networking 
at this conference is that many 

are offered internships from 
prominent companies. And 
oftentimes, these internships 
lead to full time job offers. For 
example, former MANNRS 
members John Khalaf (’18) 
and Jacob Annis (’18), are now 
working at Land O’Lakes full 
time, in the IT TAP (Talent Ac-
celeration Program) program. 
Michael Cha (’18), another 
MANNRS alum is working full 
time at John Deere as a data 
scientist, and current MAN-
NRS senior Erik Sorensen 
(’20) will be joining him full 
time upon graduation. Reflect-
ing on his past experience with 
MANNRS, John Khalaf (‘18) 
remarks, “MANRRS was full 
of energy! Being able to meet 
students from other schools 
who were very passionate 
about agriculture made me dis-
cover that passion too. I knew 
I wanted to use my skills in a 
way that makes the world a 
little better. MANRRS helped 
me understand exactly how I 
might do that.”

With another success-
ful attendance at the Region-
al MANRRS Conference, 
students that are a part of 
MANRRS continue to devel-
op into professionals that are 
ready to take on the workplace. 
As they still reflect on the ex-
cellent growth opportunities 
coming out of this conference, 
they are already gearing up 
for nationals next semester in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota from 
April 1st to 4th. ★

Houghton MANNRS students at the Regional Conference.
COURTESY OF MANNRS STAFF

COURTESY OF SAXONY-INDIANA.COM
The Wesleyan Church Headquarters in Indiana.



courses.” While he appreciates 
knowing that every class counts 
for something, he does add that 
“it would be nice to take some-
thing fun, for a change.”

On top of scheduling dif-
ficulties, studying music de-
mands a significant time com-
mitment to practicing, no matter 
the specific major. “When I was 
officially a music student, prac-
ticing took up a lot of time 
even though I was industry and 
not performance,” says Liv De 
Smidt (‘19). “I was spending 
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Houghton’s music program 
is one of the things for which 
the school is best known and 
most acclaimed. On campus, 
though, jokes abound about 
whether the music students 
exist at all—they’re so rarely 
seen, after all. Studying music 
at Houghton is a demanding 
endeavor, and presents time 
management challenges for the 
students who choose to take it 
on.

The Greatbatch School of 
Music offers a number of dif-
ferent majors. Students may 
get a BS in Music Industry, a 
general BA in Music, or they 
can also choose from several 
BMus programs, including: 
Composition, Music Edu-
cation, and Performance of 
voice or various instruments. 
BMus students follow differ-
ent, less demanding general 
education requirements than 
BS or BA students, including 
fewer math, science and writ-
ing courses, among other dif-
ferences; but they need more 
total credit hours to graduate 
—128, compared to 124 for a 
BS or BA - and the demands of 
their studies create challenges 
for both course scheduling and 
day-to-day time management.

Ryan Nickelsen (‘21), a 
computer science major who 
recently exchanged a second 
major in piano performance 
for two minors in the music 
department, explains that some 
of the course requirements for 
music students are unusually 
rigid. “Music theory and musi-

ANNA JUDD 

How Do Music Majors Manage Their Time?

do honors, I would be done with 
music theory and musicianship 
now... but because I did East 
Meets West... I’m still currently, 
in my junior year, taking music 
theory and musicianship class-
es, when the rest of my year 
are already done,” says Nick-
elsen. Ethan Carr (21), a double 
BMus student in Music Educa-
tion and Music Composition, 
seconds the sentiment. “My 
overall schedule is pretty well 
set in stone,” he says. “I have 
little flexibility with when I take 

cianship classes, those are core 
music classes that... all majors 
need to take,” he says. “There’s 
four of each one, and each 
progress in difficulty and mate-
rial covered, and they build on 
top of each other, so you can’t 
[take classes out of order]...
With other classes, it’s nice to 
take them sequentially, but it’s 
not always necessary.” This has 
implications for a music stu-
dent’s four-year plan, and may 
make it more difficult to incor-
porate other studies: “If I didn’t 

hours a day practicing voice and 
piano.” Nickelsen says he usual-
ly spends his free time between 
classes practicing, and does 
homework for other classes in 
the evenings, when he doesn’t 
feel like going back to the mu-
sic building. “On average...I’m 
currently practicing upwards of 
sixteen hours a week,” he says. 

As one might imagine, this 
schedule can be challenging for 
students. Carr explains that his 
days are hectic: “Many days I 
spend approximately 8 hours in 
class alone. I rarely accomplish 
all the practice time I am sup-
posed to do. I often have to eat 
lunch in class. My daily sched-
ule is constantly changing, with 
unexpected requirements and 
recitals [or] performances.” He 
does, however, have ways of 
handling the work, including 
—perhaps counterintuitively—
taking a break on Sunday and 
deliberately finding time for 
rest when possible during the 
week. “When it comes down 
to time management, you re-
ally have to decide which things 
are the most important, live 
day to day, and trust God. You 
also can’t neglect your personal 
health... because if you don’t 
take a break from work, your 
brain gets overworked, you get 
exhausted, and you actually ac-
complish less.”

This all points to an impres-
sive dedication to study and im-
provement. So this week, why 
not hug a music major? Provid-
ed, of course, that you can find 
one. ★

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA.ORG
Houghton’s Center for the Arts, home of the Greatbatch School of Music.

Photo oF the Week

A festive autumn 
tree. Courtesy 
(once again) of 
the Houghton 
College Biology 
Department’s 
Facebook page.

We want student photos!
Submit your holiday-related shots—whether of Thanksgiving celebrations, your favorite 
decorations, or winter views around campus—for inclusion in this semester’s final issue 
of the STAR. Email your images to editor@houghtonstar.com by December 8th!



 6 | OpiniOns nOvember 22, 2019

With this being the opin-
ions section I should have an 
opinion to write about, and as 
a queer student on campus, I 
sure do have a lot of opinions. 
One of my many opinions is 
that Christmas starts Novem-
ber 1st with a brief intermission 
for Thanksgiving. Sadly I don’t 
think I could defend that opin-
ion in between 600-800 words. 
So, instead of using this space 
to talk about official holiday 

start times, or about all of the 
hardship facing our queer fam-
ily on campus, I would rather 
address the queer community 
itself. 

When looking to write this 
opinion piece I was stuck on 
what to say, as I have so many 
things I want to tell you. I want-
ed to point to the queer commu-
nity on campus as your saving 
grace to pull you out of the 
negativity, but I can’t, because 
the queer community can’t save 
you. We aren’t perfect enough 
for that and we aren’t trained 
for that. The queer community 
can’t define you either. So, I 
settled on this: Your worth is 
defined only by you and God.

Many queer people in our 
community have felt like they 
are unworthy of a lot of things. 
Some feel they are unworthy 

of their parent’s love, their 
friend’s attention, or even the 
love of God we are told is so 
abounding. But God’s love is 
shown by the way that we love 
others, as said in 1 John 4:7-8: 
“Dear friends, let us love one 
another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because 
God is love.” So now we ask 
ourselves if we have loved oth-
ers, and how. The love you have 
for your friends, your family, 
your community, yourself, and 
for God is what matters and is 
something that can help you 
write your own definition for 

who you are. 
Only you and God can de-

fine who you are. I’m sure most 
of us have been told our whole 

lives that we can’t feel the way 
our mind makes us feel; that we 
can’t have those thoughts. I’m 
sure some of us have even been 
told that God condemns those 
thoughts or that we’re going to 
hell for those feelings. These 
sentiments might have been di-
rected at us, or perhaps at that 
cool new friend you made in 
high school who was openly bi-
sexual and whom your mother 
promised you was going to hell. 
However, God is an infinite and 
all-knowing being, and last 
time I checked it would be im-
possible to know his mind. 

When people tell you that 
you have to define your worth 
or find your meaning in the 
man-made rules they push onto 
you and how well you stay 
within the lines they paint, re-
member that they don’t speak 
for God. These are strings be-
ing attached by a society of 
people who choose to overlook 
the love you choose to give; a 
love that reflects God’s sacri-
fice. Our Lord gave his Son to 
die for us so that we can be free 
to love in the way God loves us.

God’s love is not contrac-

tual. God does not look at you, 
see all of the things people 
say make you wrong or bro-
ken, and turn his back on you. 
God sees someone who is ca-
pable of so much love. If you 
struggle to find one thing you 
can use to define your worth or 
who you are, use that knowl-
edge. 

Look past the love in your 
own heart (if you can see past 
that beautiful skyscraper) and 
see the love of others. See the 
love that Dean Jordan has for 
all of his students, even the 
ones people say are too far 
gone to love. Look at the love 
our counseling center has for 
those who feel so broken that 
they struggle to love them-
selves. This love can show you 
that you are not alone. Your 
love is just as valid as any oth-
er kind of love simply because 
it is yours to give, and you do 
just that. ★

MARY CHICHESTER

If you know anything about 
Bruce Banner, who is The In-
credible Hulk, you know how 
much he can struggle with liv-
ing with the big green guy. Ever 
since Bruce’s accident with ra-
diation making him The Hulk, 
he has been looking for a cure. 
He does not want to control the 
Hulk, he wants to get rid of it. 
He hates how the Hulk makes 
him exposed, vulnerable, and 
very, very angry. What Bruce 
always thinks about is how the 
Hulk has brought about his in-
ability to have a normal life. 
He cannot have a relationship 
with his longtime love interest 
Betty Ross, and on top of that 

her father General “Thunder-
bolt” Ross’s lifelong pursuit is 
to capture Bruce so that he can 
collect data and use the Hulk 
as a weapon. Along with this, 
Bruce cannot hold a job be-
cause he is always on the run 
from the government. Because 
of this it leads him to go down 
a path of depression and loneli-
ness. Bruce has even attempted 
suicide in some instances be-
cause he feels that he cannot go 
on with the curse of being the 
Hulk. When he tried, the Hulk 
spit the bullet out.

The story of Bruce Banner 
is nothing short of tragic. At 
the same time though, Bruce 
is a brilliant scientist who has 
helped and saved thousands of 
people, both as Bruce and the 
Hulk. In the beginning, Bruce 
didn’t look at the Hulk as a gift, 
but the Hulk started to bring 
a lot of good into not only his 
life but others all around him. 
First off, Bruce is an Avenger 
because of the Hulk. He is lit-
erally one of “Earth’s Mightiest 
Heroes.” By saving a teenager 
who was on a testing field and 
getting blasted with amounts of 
radiation that should have killed 
him, Bruce became a hero that 
day. Since day one of having 
the Hulk with him, Bruce has 
been a hero, but it took him a 
bit of convincing sometimes 

that the Hulk is not a curse, but 
actually a gift.

Like many of us, we strug-
gle with who we are some-
times. We hate that we are not 
the smartest, the most athletic, 
or even the best looking person 
around. We can hate who we 
are. Everyone struggles with 
the fact that God made us who 
we are and that he gave others 
gifts we wish we had. What we 
fail to acknowledge is that God 
made us who we are for a rea-
son, but sometimes we have to 
do a bit of digging to figure out 
exactly who we really are and 
what we are talented or gifted 
in.

It took Bruce some time 
to figure out that the Hulk is a 
gift that he was given to help 
those around him. It can take 
us some time, too. We think 
that if we can’t hit a home run 

or get straight A’s that we don’t 
have any talent or that we aren’t 
gifted at all. We feel that we are 
cursed with who we are. Some-
times we wonder why we were 
given certain traits and not oth-
ers, but if we look deep down 
we can find what gifts we were 
given.

Bruce only saw the Hulk as 
the ugly side of him and just 
wanted it to go away. He was 
a brainless nuisance to him that 
got in the way with his practice 
as a scientist which he worked 
so hard for. Some traits that we 
have seem as though they are 
holding us back, traits like be-
ing nervous in a crowd or being 
too awkward in general. What 
we fail to acknowledge some-
times is just because that is 
not who we are, we have these 
traits as a part of what makes us 
great and what we are gifted in.

At the same time, others 
around us can bring out in us 
what we never thought we had. 
Do you think that Bruce Ban-
ner thought that the Hulk could 
ever play well with a team? 
The Hulk is a part of the origi-
nal Defenders. Others not just 
around the Hulk, but Bruce 
himself brought something out 
in the both of them that never 
seemed possible. At the end of 
it all, Bruce took what he had 
once considered a curse and 
used it in the best way pos-
sible. On top of that, he sur-
rounded himself with people 
that brought the best out in the 
both of them.

If we get the most and do 
the most with what God has 
given us, our opportunities 
are endless. Bruce had no idea 
what was in store for him once 
the Hulk came into his life. At 
the same time, we have no idea 
what God has in store for us 
either. If we accept that God 
made us in His image and use 
what we believe is a curse as 
a gift, like Bruce, we can be 
something incredible. ★

Mary is a sophomore majoring 
in education and english.

ZACHARY PARIS

Zach is a senior majoring in 
communications.

How a Curse Can Turn
Into an Incredible Gift

Worth and Love in the
Houghton Queer Community 

COURTESY OF CALEB FESMIRE

COURTESY OF CALEB FESMIRE

“God made us who we are 
for a reason, but sometimes 
we have to do a bit of digging 
to figure out exactly who we 
really are and what we are 

talented or gifted in.”

“Our Lord gave his Son to die for 
us so that we can be free to love 

in the way God loves us.”
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All I Want for Christmas
Is a Safe Roth Bridge

I have a problem. It would 
be pretty embarrassing to talk 
about this problem publicly in 
the STAR, except that I know 
for a fact that over half of the 
male students at Houghton 
have dealt with this problem 
at some point during their col-
lege careers. I haven’t heard a 
lot of people talking about it, 
so I decided I’d be the first to 
call out this issue and name 
it for what it is: the Roth 3rd 
Floor Bridge is a hazard. I’ve 
slipped and had to catch my-
self on the railing three times 
in the last three days. Like I 
said, that’d be hard to admit, 
except I know I’m not alone. In 
fact, I heard that David Bow-
ers, one of the higher-ups at 
the Houghton STAR, recently 
sustained a shoulder sprain on 
the icy bridge, confirmed by 
Dr. Brubaker. Clearly, this is a 

problem which needs to be ad-
dressed.

According to the CDC, the 
average American woman can 
expect to live about five years 
longer than the average Ameri-
can man. I’m not saying they 
contribute, but the dormitory 
bridges of Houghton College 
certainly do not make me ques-
tion this stat. The lovely ladies 
of Irma Lambein Hall enter their 
building by walking across a 
sturdy concrete bridge, covered 
in the winter by a heated – I re-
peat – HEATED floor mat that 
has a sort of Moses/Red Sea ef-
fect and parts the snow so they 
have dry ground to walk on. Ac-
cording to Lambein R.D. Beth 

Phifer, the bridge to the fourth 
floor of her building used to 
be a severe hazard and caused 
substantial concern for her resi-
dents – until the mats were put 
in place.

Men of Roth – it’s a bit dif-
ferent for us. If you’ve ever seen 
Shrek, the scene where Donkey 
and Shrek cross the bridge to 

the dragon’s castle is a pretty 
accurate depiction of what the 
residents of Roth go through 
several times a day. And that’s 
in the summer… don’t even get 
me started on the seven months 
of the year the bridge is cov-
ered in ice. I’m pretty sure ev-
ery guy from Roth has prayed 

a desperate prayer to suddenly 
have the skills of Apolo Ohno 
while slipping and sliding down 
the slanted – yes, SLANTED – 
bridge at least once. Basically, 
if you’ve ever woken up your 
entire dorm building just by 
loudly stepping on the wrong 
metal plate, had to imitate a 
penguin’s waddle just to get out 

of your dorm without break-
ing a hip, or thought “SHREK, 
I’M LOOKIN’ DOWN!” as you 
catch a glimpse of the abyss 
through the cracks in the bridge, 
you’ve probably lived in Roth.

Since Roth is the newest 
dorm on campus (built in the 
1980s), I feel like my experi-
ences on the Roth bridge could 
be sung about in an 80s song. 
There are already so many 
songs from the 80s that accu-
rately describe the experience of 
crossing Roth bridge. A few that 
come to mind are, “Footloose,” 
“Living on a Prayer,” “Danger 
Zone,” “I’m Still Standing,” 
and, if it ever finally gives out, 
“It’s Raining Men.”

There is an upside I see to 
this problem. Men of Roth have 
a different, more grateful out-
look on life. We never take a 
single day for granted, probably 
because we know that any day 
the Roth bridge could give out 
and collapse beneath our feet. 
We are stronger, more caring 
people because of this shared 
experience, but we still believe 
we deserve better.

There are few feasible solu-
tions to the problem of the Roth 

bridge. One solution would be 
for all us Roth guys to simply 
move to Shen, where there is no 
bridge. But we should not have 
to go to such drastic measures 
as this! Would we all trans-
fer to Roberts just to avoid the 
Houghton Plague? Of course 
not! The other solution would 
be for everyone to use the first 
floor entrance to the building, 
but that requires going up and 
down the hill, and for those of 
us who live on the fourth floor, 
we’d be traveling to school the 
same way our grandparents did: 
uphill both ways.

Men of Roth – it’s time we 
stood up and made our voices 
heard. We love Roth, and those 
thrill-seekers among us may 
even love the bridge, but we 
don’t love fearing for our lives 
just to reach the rest of civili-
zation. We want change. And 
we’re not even asking for much. 
Nothing extensive. We’re not 
asking for conveyor belts or 
magical portals or anything fu-
turistic like that. We just want 
something stable. Some dry 
ground to walk on. It would be a 
huge step just to get some heat-
ed mats like the ones on Lam-
bein’s bridge. Wouldn’t that be 
a Christmas miracle? Together, 
we can make it happen. Will 
you join me in this movement 
for a safer Roth? ★

BRYCE PRESTON

Bryce is a sophomore major-
ing in communications and 
psychology.

“If you’ve ever seen Shrek, the 
scene where Donkey and Shrek 
cross the bridge to the dragon’s 
castle is a pretty accurate 
depiction of what the residents 
of Roth go through several times 

a day.”

COURTESY OF JULIA WILMOT

“We love Roth, and those thrill-
seekers among us may even 
love the bridge, but we don’t love 
fearing for our lives just to reach 

the rest of civilization.”
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Artist of the Week
// Senior Psychology & Art Major Lauren Couturier

Art is something that has always been a passion of mine 
for as long as I can remember. From finger painting un-
til now, art has provided a safe space for me to explore 
my thoughts and feelings. As a painter, I’d like to think I 
see the world a little differently from others. The colors, 
shapes, textures, etc. provide so much beauty and joy in 
life. Understanding these fundamentals have allowed me 
to enjoy God’s creation more than I think I would without 
art in my life. It has helped me to seek out the beauty in 
my surroundings and in doing so allowed me to capture 
just a glimpse of that brilliance in my paintings. Painting 
is my passion that allows me to escape the mundanities of 
everyday life. A passion that allows me to do what I love 
with no questions asked. It has become a part of life that I 
will forever be grateful for.
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