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unsolvedmurder for decades
until a deathbed confes-
sion of a terminal cancer
patient solved the case.
Wilbur had been miss-

ing since Aug 24, 1985,
and all that was left of her
were the groceries both in
and out of her car.
Anderson writes that

David Sherk, Wilbur’s
neighbor, allegedly con-
fessed to the murder while,
“in a medical facility in
Wyoming County, N.Y.
with terminal cancer.”
According to neigh-

bors, Sherk was well
liked in the community,
but Wilbur, however, was
not. Two investigators on
Wilbur’s case revealed
that she kept a diary talk-
ing badly about many
people in the town.
Rolland Rasmusson,

who lived across the
street fromWilbur, said in
an interview, “Most peo-
ple didn’t think very
much of her. She kind of
had a foul mouth when

According to a 1857
state report regarding the
Allegany County Home,
the people within these
poorhouses were treated
barbarously. The poor-
house also consisted of
terrible living conditions.
Dr. John Norton, the

county physician, wrote a
report in 1864, describing
the conditions as, “no
ventilation, old, rotten,
and filthy, and entirely in-
adequate for the purpose
for which it is used.”
On July 28, 1980, the

house burnt down, but
was rebuilt the next year.
It remained open until the
early 1960s and still
stands today.
Another article, shared

by Gaerte, is the tale of
the disappearance of
Flossie Wilbur from her
home in Angelica, N.Y.
JohnAnderson, writing for
the Tyler Morning Tele-
graph, breaks down the
mysterious disappearance
of Wilbur. Her disappear-
ance was described as an

Dr. Douglas Gaerte,
Professor of Communica-
tions, at Houghton Uni-
versity, shared two arti-
cles of spooky stories
from the local area.
The first article was

shared from Angelica,
N.Y., 21 minutes from
Houghton. Cindy Wagner,
writing for the Olean
Times Herald, writes about
an abandoned poorhouse.
In the town of Angel-

ica, Wagner writes, “some
of the oldest graves in the
Day of the Dawn Ceme-
tery on the east side of the
village have no names on
the stones. Only numbers.
The graves are those of
long ago-residents of the
Allegany County Home,
one of the many alms-
houses—or poorhouses—
opened around the country
in the early 1800s.”

OLIVIA KLEINAU (‘23)
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certain to be fun.”
While Frankenbein is a

newer tradition for Lam-
bein, they are working hard
to make it their own.
“I’m very excited for

this year's event and how it
brings back slightly more
of the old Shenoween party
vibe, pouring more into
that than last year's haunted
trail,” Schunemann said.
“It is a group effort to

even attempt to meet the
expectations and standards
that have been set by past
years,” Sturdivant com-
mented. “On behalf of CAB, I
would like to thank anyone
that has put any amount of
time and effort into helping
Frankenbein run smoothly.
Past or present, you are
helping form the college
experience for those who
have attended.”
Look forward to this

weekend’s activities, and
prepare your treats (or
tricks).★

willing to battle the cold to
scare people for the am-
biance of the haunted
trail.”
Strudivant hoped that

people would enjoy the
trail, because it was really
fun to figure out.
“I dressed up as a jelly-

fish last year and I won sec-
ond place in the costume
contest. It was very cool to
see the costumes everyone
came up with and share
such a fun night, so I’m re-
ally looking forward to this
year’s event!” Junior Mar-
jorie Gassler wrote.
The costume party was a

hit last year and promises
to be just as popular this
year. Prizes are awarded
for placing in the costume
contest.
Senior Joey Schune-

mann, the Head of CAB,
who is spearheading the
event said, “The prizes for
the costume contest re-
main a secret until the
night of, although they are

On Oct. 28, the Hal-
loween party, Frankenbein,
will be held at 8:30 p.m. in
the Larder Courtyard. This
will be the second year
Lambein has hosted
Frankenbein, which was
previously hosted by
Shenawana.
Junior Hannah Sturdi-

vant, a member of the
Campus Activities Board
(CAB), said “Frankenbein
is an attempt to continue
the old Shenawana tradi-
tion of Shenoween. To
keep its good reputation
alive there is a substantial
amount of work that needs
to be done. It is a group ef-
fort to even attempt to meet
the expectations and stan-
dards that have been set by
past years.”
CAB is putting on this

Halloween spooky night; a
haunted trail and a party with
a dance floor, costume con-
test and pumpkin painting.
Sturdivant stated, “It took

a lot of theatrics and people

JULIANA SCHMIDT (‘25)

Frankenbein 2022 costume winner COURTESY OF SAVANNAH STITT
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Board of Trustees Meeting
CODY JOHNSON (‘24)

CODY JOHNSON (‘24)
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The Houghton University
Board of Trustees met on
Oct. 23 to Oct.24 under the
leadership of Rev. Dr. Joey
Jennings, Chair of the
Board and District Super-
intendent of the Western
New York District of The
Wesleyan Church. The
Board heard reports from
representatives of key
departments and con-
stituents, including Vice
President of Finance Dale
Wright, Vice President of
Enrollment and Marketing
Jason Towers, Faculty
Moderator Dr. Susan
Lipscomb, Staff Council
President Amanda
Zambrano, Student Body
President Cody Johnson,
and Alumni Board member
Judith Rapley.
The Board began both

days of meetings with a
time of worship and prayer
in gratitude for God’s
provision for Houghton
University, particularly for
increasing enrollment and
burgeoning spiritual life.
The Board regularly praised
Houghton’s crystallized
identity as an orthodox
Christian institution. Several
trustees attended Koinonia
on Sunday and recounted
their joy seeing students
gathered voluntarily in
worship. In addition,
Johnson, Rapley, and
President Wayne D. Lewis,
Jr., emphasized the
heightened sense of
Christian community.
Lewis reflected on the

2020-2023 strategic plan,
“The Arc Towards Our
Future,” spanning the end

she was talking and a lot
of people didn’t like her
very well.”
Despite the admission

to the alleged murder, no
charges were drawn
against Sherk due to his
condition and coopera-
tion with the case.
Written in 2020, the

article finishes by stating
that the police would con-
tinue to look for Wilbur’s
remains based on Sherk’s
descriptions. However,
the case still remains
open as her remains have
yet to be found. ★

of President Emerita Shirley
Mullen’s administration and
the beginning of his own. As
a result of the plan,
Houghton has catalyzed
Christian community, im-
proved affordability through
the 2021 tuition reset and
Founder’s Promise Scholar-
ship, and decided to
prioritize the residential
undergraduate experience
over other delivery methods
for Houghton’s distinctive
curriculum.
The 2023-2028 strategic

plan, “Pursuing Christ-
Centered Excellence,”
includes priorities such as
engaging students in Christian
discipleship opportunities,
creating applied learning
opportunities across all
majors, further integrating
spiritual life and academics,
and renewing residence
halls. Increasing enrollment
remains a high priority. The
Executive Leadership
Council recently finalized
key performance indicators
(KPIs) to track progress
towards strategic priorities.
Academics arose as an

area of significant concern
in reports by Johnson and
Lipscomb. The Board shares
concerns about the number
of faculty needed to support
upper-class students and
meet the demands presented
by a large first-year class.
The university is actively
recruiting tenure-track
faculty in history, education,
and computer science.
Additionally, the Board

is seeking to invest more
significantly in campus
infrastructure and deferred
maintenance. A report from
Sodexo, Houghton’s

facilities management
contractor, highlighted the
increasing urgency of
investment in aging build-
ings to regulate deferred
maintenance costs. In
keeping with the strategic
plan, the administration
anticipates investing
several million dollars in
residence hall renewal
projects within the next
five years. These renewal
projects will include
improvements for access-
ibility, a priority discussed
by Johnson and embraced
by the Board.
Notably, the Board

enthusiastically renewed
President Lewis’ contract,
now extending through
2028, and expressed their
deep appreciation for his
visionary leadership for
Houghton University.
The Board also honored

Ruth Woodworth for ten
years of service and
welcomed Emily Last, a
Houghton alumna, to its
ranks.
The trustees look

forward to improving
collaborative leadership of
the university under the
Compact for Shared
Governance and seek
opportunities such as last
Sunday’s ice cream social
to gather student per-
spectives. Additionally,
Student Body President
Cody Johnson now serves
as a resource person for the
Student Life Committee of
the Board of Trustees.
The Board of Trustees

will meet again virtually
on Feb. 9, 2024 and on
campus on April 15-16,
2024. ★
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Vice President for Student Life Dr. Bill Burrichter
reviewed the accreditation process and the final draft
of the Middle States Commission on Higher Educa-
tion Reaccreditation Self-Study report. The full re-
port will be shared with the Houghton community in
the coming months. Students designated by the Ex-
ecutive Leadership Cabinet will participate in a No-
vember 8 visit by Dr. James Lytle, chair of the Mid-
dle States reaccreditation committee for Houghton.
Houghton anticipates reaccreditation in 2024.

Student Body President Cody Johnson summa-
rized the Board of Trustees meetings and priorities
arising from this week's meetings.

Diversity and Inclusion Representative Bethany
Tubman '25 discussed an initiative by the Student
Success and Retention Committee to gather student
feedback on the resources available for current stu-
dents on Houghton's website.

Dr. Burrichter provided updates on campus secu-
rity initiatives, including an upcoming survey of
nighttime lighting and a long-term plan to improve
building security.

The next public Student Council meeting will
be Wednesday, November 8 from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

In the Student Engagement Office.

A Slightly Smaller
Section of Simply Stu-
pendous Puzzles.

Congratulations once
again to Josey Ikker
who easily maintained
her position of Puzzle
Master with the fastest
completion time of last

weeks Puzzles.
Send your answers to
star@houghton.edu for
a chance to take her

spot!

Student Council Public
Meeting

Puzzles

Accreditation, Campus Security,
and Student Retention

CROSSWORD
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Reflections on Halloween

As Halloween ap-
proaches, I think back to
my childhood and reflect
on how my family inter-
acted with the holiday.
We were never the type
of people who would
dress up and go trick or
treating, or as the
churches around home
called it, “Trunk or
Treating.” We never re-
ally did anything for
Halloween except the
occasional Addams
Family marathon. The
candy, costumes, and
history of the event were
never of much impor-
tance to us, and holidays
were never a priority in
general. The one thing
that stands out about it
was my mother’s exas-

peration at the amount of
candy people would give
to her children. We often
had candy cleanses after
the month of October,
where we would purge
the house of excess
candy unless it was
M&M’s.
Now, as I am older

and am embracing holi-
days with my own twist
on tradition, I have to re-
think how I see Hal-
loween. I finally get the
chance to break out from
my family’s tradition and
make the holiday my
own. The holiday itself
has roots in the pagan
celebration of Samhain,
but the modern celebra-
tion of Halloween in
America has little to do

with pagan rites and cel-
ebrations. The holiday
has been turned into a
consumerist event, with
companies marketing
their costumes and candy
like their lives depend on

it. Halloween is gener-
ally a night spent with
friends and is full of fun
and mischief. We’ve
adapted this pagan holi-
day into a holiday that
suits our modern mental-
ity, and in doing so,
we’ve sacrificed the orig-
inal meaning of it. This
new reincarnation of the
holiday holds no real

moral meaning to it.
There should be no guilt
in someone's conscience
for dressing up and hav-
ing fun with friends. I
think that Halloween is a
fine holiday with a lot of

potential for fun. How-
ever, like any situation, it
can be taken and used for
wrong things.
I plan on dressing up

for Halloween this year,
enjoying the day with
friends, and embracing
the time to play and have
fun. I don’t get the op-
portunity to dress up and
embrace my love of fic-
tional worlds every day,
so this is an exciting hol-
iday for me. I think that
when dealing with holi-
days like Halloween that
have complicated pasts
or assumptions tied to
them, it's best to consider
your own opinion and
moral convictions. I
don’t find anything
wrong with celebrating
Halloween, but for
someone else, there
might be an experience
or conviction tied to the
holiday that could cause
an issue or distress for
them. For me, it’s all
about how I approach the
holiday, what I carry in
my heart, and intentions
toward it. If I approached
Christmas with a heart of
selfishness or greed, I
could turn the holiday
surrounding the celebra-
tion of Christ’s birth into
a day of sin. The inten-

tions and desires of our
hearts determine how we
interact with and respond
to holidays and celebra-
tions. Halloween can be
used for ill, as you can
use the mystery and
chaos of the holiday to
harm others or cause dis-
traction and fear.
Overall, I like the

freedom of dressing up
and appreciating the
candy sales. I love the
cheap chocolate, looking
through Halloween
aisles, coordinating cos-
tumes with friends, and
watching cheesy movies.
The holiday is corny and
full of fun traditions that
are waiting to be em-
braced. It’s a non-de-
manding holiday. There
is no pressure to partici-
pate, and it has enough
variations in how it’s cel-
ebrated that anyone can
find a way to enjoy it. I
think that this is a time of
year that I will continue
to look forward to in the
future and create my own
spooky traditions for. I
think that my inner Ad-
dams will always enjoy
the spooky, mischievous
gloom of Halloween -
with or without the
candy. ★

Johanna Lamont is a se-
nior studying for her
bachelors in history. She
can often be found
singing along to a vari-
ety of songs in her room
while painting or dab-
bling in poetry. Some of
her interests include
comic books, historical
examinations of youth
subcultures, pastries,
and art.
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“I don’t get the opportunity to
dress up and embrace my love of
fictional worlds every day, so this
is an exciting holiday for me.”

“I finally get the chance to break out
from my family’s tradition and make the

holiday my own.”

JOHANNA LAMONT (‘24)
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Reviews
Jordan Peele Spotlight Savannah Stitt (‘24)

Jordan Peele is a name many people
know. Perhaps not associated with his
films but rather due to his comedy
sketches with his good friend Keegan-
Michael Key. The two appeared as the
comedic Key and Peele with various
SNL skits that originally prompted them
to fame. But comedy reaches only so far,
and Peele wanted to do more with his
writing talents. Thus, he began writing
and creating movies in an effort to “ex-
pose the “lie” of post-racial America.”
Through this, Peele not only casts very
talented African-American actors and
actresses, but he also steers clear of the
“black guy dies first trope.” Each of his
movies has a message behind it – one
that needs to be deciphered through his
magnificent writing. After watching the
movies multiple times, I still have not
discovered every single detail, yet that is
what continually brings me back to his
films – the message (Spoilers for all of
Jordan Peele’s movies beyond this
point).
His first film, Get Out, released in

2017 to much critical acclaim as it ex-
plores the race relations between a Cau-
casian family’s daughter who brings
home her African-American boyfriend.
Built from the very beginning with tense
foundations, Get Out exposes the clash
of cultures, lifestyles, and racial differ-
ences. The psychological horror element
is on full display as the Armitage family
attempts to take over and use Chris’s
body; virtually enslaving him. The most
positive aspect of this movie is its atmos-
phere. The tensions are dialed up to 100,
but Peele keeps you guessing. He main-
tains the 0-20 range with ease, and then,
out of nowhere, it spikes! And when it
does... man, your heart starts beating,
and blood starts pumping. The plot is
very odd, but it's unique, and the movie
operates as more of a thriller than actual
horror. The score is very reminiscent of
John Carpenter’s Halloween with the
tense build-up and spike of music. The
message received from this movie is the
desire, specifically in earlier America,
but possibly in modern-day, to possess
the African-American body.
Jordan Peele’s second film, Us, was

released in 2019 and praised as a great
horror thriller. I tend to agree; while Get
Out works on a psychological level, Us
works on a more personable horror level.
It's far more bloody and violent as the
Shadows (Clones) of every person fi-
nally break from their underground
prison and take revenge on their counter-
parts above. The general theme of Us is
that there are clones of every human
trapped beneath the surface of the Earth,
copying the movements and experiences
of everyone above. When one of these
“shadows" traps a human girl and
switches places with her, living her life,
the human leads the rest of the Shadows
on a brutal killing spree across the globe.
This “spree” is exactly what makes Us
more terrifying. In Get Out, the Ar-
mitage family did not necessarily want to
hurt Chris – he was a good product. They
wanted to replace him and use him. The
entire movie operated on a less scary and
more thrilling premise. Us is scary be-
cause the good directly mirrors the bad
and vice versa. Peele perfectly encapsu-
lates the feeling of being hunted and try-
ing to survive. Us boasts a stellar cast of
all ages with a wonderful score/sound-
track and some good classic horror
tropes. Peele’s intended message is a
more complicated one involving a bit
more thought. One of the first things that
is explored is the class division between
the richer and poorer and the classic
“money doesn't buy happiness” cliche.
The second message is one of isolation
and how the isolation of communities
such as the rich and poor can contribute
to an “us vs. them” mentality. Upon my

first watch, I had trouble connecting the
two, but upon my second viewing, I was
able to navigate Peele’s careful insinua-
tions. The Shadows refer to themselves as
“tethered” to their above-ground clones,
and only when they cut those tethers are
they set free. This commentary seems to
insinuate that society is often “tethered” to
certain things that cause division among
people who could just as easily be our
friends but are rather portrayed as ene-
mies.
His third and most recent movie, Nope,

was released in 2022 and follows the same
lines of being another thriller type of hor-
ror film. It, again, released to much praise,
and I even got the chance to see it in the-
aters. The best aspect about Nope is the
unknown. Nope is more of a creature fea-
ture than anything else, and therein is
where the commentary lies. The movie
boasts a strong cast, with each member
holding their own, as well as some net-
level impressive cinematography and
score. The sound design alone should have
won this movie an Oscar, and though it
was nominated, it did not win. When
strange occurrences happen on Haywood
ranch, OJ and Em look to the clouds to
discover a large alien UFO hiding within.
They quickly learn that the “saucer” is an-
imalistic; it hunts at night, flying over the
valleys and abducting horses from the
ranch, and as the plot progresses, it be-
comes more and more active. The sound
design on the saucer was where the techni-
cal aspects shined the brightest. The fad-
ing of the whooshing and screams from
within the saucer were truly bone-chilling.
At one point, a nearby amusement park at-
tempts to set free a horse for the saucer to
abduct for the viewing pleasure of an audi-
ence. It goes all wrong, however, when the
saucer instead abducts all the viewers and
kills them. From that point forward, the
UFO rejects being “tamed” and treated as
a spectacle and becomes more active and
territorial. This scene is essential to under-
standing the core message or, more accu-
rately, a keyword within the movie. Spec-
tacle. Each facet of this movie revolves
around animals in the entertainment in-
dustry. The Haywood ranch specializes in
training horses, a brief subplot features a
trained chimpanzee that went berserk on
an old television show, and an attempt to
control the UFO all act as a message to
watchers about “spectacle.” We often do
not think about the live animals used in
films – trained animals to entertain and en-
thrall audiences. But Peele’s message is
clear: wild animals are not to be domesti-
cated. The movie-making industry is very
exploitative and attempts to make the im-
possible possible, but Peele offers up a
counter-question: “What happens when
you try to domesticate nature?” Nature is
not meant to be tamed or controlled and
lashes out in multiple ways and forms
throughout this film. Unsurprisingly, Nope
is another magnificent commentary on the
entertainment industry, with both old and
new being applicable.

Jordan Peele is one of the newer
faces in the movie-making industry and
has already made an interesting and
provocative name for himself. I eagerly
look forward to his next projects hoping
for deeper exploration and commentary on
societal norms or stereotypes. Hopefully, I
have given everyone reading a couple of
movies to look into and enjoy themselves.

Get Out- 9/10
Us- 10/10
Nope- 10/10
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S avannah Stitt is a senior majoring in a BFA of studio art and con‐
centrating in photography. She has worked in oil and watercolor
paint and photoshop, but photography has become the medium she

is most passionate about. She has experimented with multiple genres of
photography include fashion and portrait editorials, street, and documen‐
tary photography. Beach photography has recently become an environ‐
ment she is especially intrigued by and has been inspired by photographers
like Martin Parr, Luigi Ghirri, and Charles H. Traub. Savannah sees pho‐
tography as a way of giving fresh perspective to everyday scenes and creat‐

ing new realities from what is right in front of you.


