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Science Honors Launches Balloons REMEMBERING DR. GEORGE BEVERLY SHEA

ANNA TOEGEL

Science Honors group members prepare to 1aunch their balloon.

THOMAS ECKERT

After a year of hard work and long
coffee-fueled nights, the 14 students
that make up Science Honors have
launched weather balloons they have
constructed to take measurements of
the upper atmosphere.

Leading up to the launch, Science
Honors student Jonathan Yuly re-
marked, "It will be really exciting to
watch what happens with our year's
project, and how future years will
move forward with it.”

Each balloon was outfitted with

its own set of sensors and instru-
ments. The sensors were run by on-
board processing chips called a BA-
SIC Stamp Boards. These boards act
as the brains of the boxes. They tell
the sensors how to work and then de-
liver the information they collect to a
radio that sends it back to the students
at Houghton.

Four teams were collected from

the students to design an experi-

ment that would use the balloons and

See SCIENCE HONORS page 3
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Beloved Singer for Billy Graham,
Dr. George Beverly Shea Passes at age
104

Tuesday evening, April 16, Dr.
George Beverly Shea passed on to be

with the Lord after suffering a stroke.
He was 104.

At a memorial for Shea in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, Dr. David Bruce
offered an illumination of the life ofthe
singer. "This man's life can be summed
up in a few simple phrases. The twinkle
in his eye, the praise on his lips, the
song in his heart, the length of his days,
and the joy of the Lord,"” Bruce said.

Shea attended Houghton College
from 1928 to 1929, and he sang in
the Houghton College Glee Club as a
student. Although not a graduate of
Houghton, Shea was awarded an hon-
orary doctorate in Fine Arts from the
school in 1956.

Shea began work in broadcasting in
1929 while working as a clerk to sup-
port his family in New York City during
the Great Depression. When the econo-
my recovered, Shea was able to pursue
broadcasting full-time. He worked as an
announcer and staff soloist for WMBI
Radio in Chicago starting in 1938.

In 1943, Shea met Billy Graham
when the evangelist heard him singing
for WMBI. At the time, Graham was

working at another station in the city,
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WCFL. While he was overseas in the
Army, Graham brought Shea to WCFL
to sing in his absence. When he returned
in 1947, Graham invited Shea to one 01
his first city-wide crusades in Charlotte.

Shea's success at this venue led tc
his accompanying Graham in his evan-
gelism for the following 60 years.

Graham reflected on this time with
Shea in his autobiography. "I have
sometimes said that | would feel lost
getting up to preach if Bev were nol
there to prepare the way through an ap-
propriate song," Graham wrote.

Shea will be remembered as a be-

loved vocalist, family man, and devoted

Christian. *

Seniors Bid Farewe// Jordan a "Siam Dunk® for Colfege

AMANDA IRWIN

The end of the semester is fast ap-
proaching, culminating on Saturday,
May 11th with the Commencement of
Houghton's class of 2013. Houghton
will be saying goodbye to a diverse
group of students with various majors
and interests. As this collection of
individuals look ahead to the future,
they also remember their experiences
at Houghton.

Student athlete and senior, Mark

O’'Brien, commented on his partici-
pation on the men's varsity basketball
team as being definitive to his time
at Houghton, having had a "camara-
derie that is hard to replace.” He has
been played on the basketball team
since freshman year and attributes
this part of involvement as having
been influential to relationships he
has made and the support he looks to
as he prepares for graduation.
O'Brien is a business major with

See SENIORS page 3
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Seniors savor their last days on campus; prepare for life post Houghton

THOMAS ECKERT

After serving as Interim Dean of
Chapel for the past semester, Dr. Mi-
chael Jordan has decided to accept the
position permanently.

"l look forward to helping to shape
Houghton's spiritual life. | especially
look forward to helping people see
that our spiritual life is not something
the administration creates for the stu-
dents, but something that we create
together as we give ourselves over
to the rhythm of worship and work,
study and rest, prayer and play." said
Dean Jordan.

Hailing from southern New Jersey,
Jordan entered college at Houghton
for undergraduate studies where he
earned a B.A. in History and Bible
with a minor in Linguistics. There
he met his now wife, Dr. Jill Jordan,
mathematics. After graduating from
Houghton in 1999, he went on to at-
tend Eastern Baptist (now Palmer)
Theological Seminary where he
graduated with a Masters in Divin-
ity in 2002. He was a pastor at Exton
Community Baptist Church in Exton,
Pennsylvania from 2002 to 2009. Dur-
ing this time, he studied to receive his
Rh.D. in Liturgical Studies from Drew
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University in Madison, New Jersey. In
2009, he left his position as a pastor tc
come back to Houghton after Jill was
offered her current professorship.

Jordan enjoys working at the col-
lege in a position of religious leader-
ship. He said,"I've always enjoyed
both preaching and the academy. Pas-
toring had a lot of the latter without
the former; the people in my church
didn't always get my drive to study
Teaching as an adjunct on the othe]
hand is great, but doesn't let me ex-
plore my full pastoral side. The dear
position will be great in allowing me
to mix and enjoy both the academic
and pastoral parts of my role here at
the college.”

Dean Jordan hopes to serve the
community as a "spiritual tone setter.'
He wants to take chapel in a direction
that is more deeply liturgical with a
focus on worship and connection with
God. Instead of having a chapel fo-
cused on information, he wants to see
one focused on formation. He plans tc
provide more opportunities for com-
munication between students and cha-
pel speakers.

Jordan's view of chapel in the next

See DEAN MICHAEL JORDAN page z
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