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Highlanders Excel at
NCCAA Nationals

COURTESY OF KATE TAGGART

Members of the track and field team traveled to Indiana \Neselyan
University in Marion, Indiana to compete in the NOC chamion-
ship

MICAH CRONIN

Members of Houghton
College's track and field
team put forward impres-
sive performances over Feb-
ruary break at the National
Christian College Athletic
Association (NCCAA)

championship. The meet
was held at Indiana Wes-

leyan University in Marion,
Indiana. While many of the
competing schools dwarfed

Lacrosse
Starts

Hopeful
Season

ALICIA NEEDHAM

The men's lacrosse team

have a new competitive ad-
vantage to their team this year
a strong recruiting class com-
prised of many freshman and
transfer students. "We could

have as many as five new guys
starting this season, " said head
men's lacrosse coach Joey
Wilmot. "That's a big change
in dynamics, when halfofyour
starters are guys that weren't
on the team the previous sea-
son." Captain Josh Bailey ' 15
added, "It will be interesting to
see how the team will work to-

gether and how they will sue-
ceed with a lot more talent on

the team this season."

Their first game is
March 5 against Theil College

see LACROSSE page 2

A

Houghton in size, the High-
lander men managed to fin-
ish in nineteenth place, while
the women finished twelfth,

according to a Houghton
Highlanders press release.
Nicole Fink ' 17 said of the

caliber of competition, "It's
tough to walk onto a track as
one of the smallest schools

of the meet from a place in
New York that nobody has

See NCCAA page 3
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Two Devoted Faculty Get Tenure
EMMA CARPENTER

This spring, Houghton
College's Board of Trustees
approved professor of math-
ematics Rebekah Yates and

professor of intercultural
studies, biology, and Earth
science Eli Knapp for tenure,
the culmination of a multi-

year evaluation process by
Houghton's Rank and Tenure
Committee.

According to Linda Mills
Woolsey, Dean of the Col-
lege and Vice President for
Academic Affairs, faculty
members hired into Hough-
ton's tenure track go through
three tenure evaluations over

their first six years at Hough-
ton. In their second year,
faculty face a departmen-
tal review, which includes

faculty peer review and an
evaluation by the depart-
ment chair. Faculty members
are evaluated again in their
fourth and sixth years, both
by their department and by
the Rank and Tenure Com-

mittee, which is chaired by
Mills Woolsey.

According to professor

Douglas Gaerte, a member of
the Rank and Tenure Com-

mittee, the committee goes
over all the material that has

been collected for a given
faculty member, including
peer reviews, self-evalua-
tions, and teaching evalua-
tions done by students.

Each candidate for tenure

is assigned a case manager
from the Rank and Tenure

Committee, said Gaerte, who

served as Yates' case manag-
er. Gaerte interviewed mem-

bers of Yates' department,
as well as eleven different

students, including both up-
per-level math majors and
first-years. Likewise, Gaerte
said that when he was up
for tenure, his case man-

ager interviewed not only
communication majors, but
also students who had tak-

en a communication class

with Gaerte for integrative
studies credit. According to
Gaerte, this allows the Rank
and Tenure Committee to

determine whether the ten-

See TENURE page 3

. r.

,r.4,

,- 16 4

11 i sv . 111 .1-
MI HAEL I

Rebekah Yates, professor of mathematics, and Eli Knapp, profes-
sor of intercutural studies, biology, and earth science, recieved
tenure after a long process of evaluations over the course of six
years.

Mission Work in the Most
Dangerous City in the U.S.
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URTE Y OF JUSTIN BULLARD

SASF students Justin Bullard '16, Ruthanna Watz '17, Jimmy Hughes '16, and Emily Wing '18 served at
Cathedlral Kitchen in Camden, New Jersey to dlo missions work.

DANI EATON traveled to Camden, New God and the community.
Jersey with the Salvation The SASF, according

Over February break, a Army Student Fellowship to vice president Marcella
group of Houghton students (SASF) on a mission to serve Wheeler '16, is comprised

l I

of students who either at-

tended the Salvation Army
church before coming to
Houghton or found the
Salvation Army through
the SASF while attend-

ing Houghton. Members
of the SASF, according to
Wheeler, "attend The Sal-

vation Army in Wellsville
participating in all that goes
on there: kids activities,

women's programs, Sunday
School, and Worship are a
huge part of what keeps it
going."

The Salvation Army,
whose slogan is "Doing the
Most Good," is known for

their dedication to helping
people in need of emotional,
physical, and spiritual assis-
tance. Wheeler said, "With

the SASF being a group so
closely connected with The
Salvation Army, we're go-
ing to Camden because it is
a high poverty, high crime,

See SASF page 3
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National U First U.S. Uterus Transplant Successful

ANTHONY BURDO

DANI EATON

On Friday February 26,
the Cleveland Clinic, in Cleve-

land, Ohio performed the first
uterus transplant in the United
States. According to National
Public Radio (NPR), the pro-
cedure took nine hours, and the

26 year old patient was report-
ed to be in stable condition.

The organ, like many other or-
gans used in transplants, came
from a deceased donor.

LACROSSE from page 1
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in Greenville, Pa. The High-
landers are looking to improve
their record and overall team

performance from last season.
The team is still developing as
it is only the fifth season it has
been an official sport at Hough-
ton. During the off-season, the
returning players worked hard
to improve their lacrosse skills

The woman was one of ten

selected for the clinical trial of

the operation. All ten women
selected were either born with

a condition called Mayer-Rok-
itansky-Kaster-Hauser syn-

drome (a condition in which
one is born with an underde-

veloped or absent uterus), had
to have their uterus removed,

or lack a functioning uterus.
Uterine factor infertility (UFI),
however, while similar is also

different. UFI is the inability
to carry a pregnancy due to a
lack of uterus, whether one was

born without one, theirs doesn't

function properly, or they've
had their uterus removed. Ac-

cording to CNN the condition
is irreversible and affects 3-5%

of women in the world. Accord-

ing to the New York times, there
are thought to be 50,000 women
in the United States alone that

would qualify as candidates for
a transplant because of UFI.
However, the ethics panel at the
Cleveland hospital gave permis-
sion for the clinic to perform the
procedure only ten times, as an
experiment.

While the options of using a
surrogate or adoption have also
been available for these wom-

en, Dr. Andreas G. Tzakis, the

with conditioning, weight lift-
ing, and practicing with fellow
teammates. Captain Paul Chap-
man ' 17 said, "The team is a

great group of guys who work
hard and persevere to honor
God on and offthe field."

In regard to coaching style
Wilmot had this to say, "We
will be using offensive and de-
fensive midfielders for the first

time this year and we have a

leader of the surgery team that
conducted the transplant said,
"for reasons that are personal,
cultural, or religions" women

may choose not to go through
with these options. An unnamed
woman being screened as a can-
didate for the transplant, how-
ever, was quoted in a New York
Times article as having a differ-
ent reason for wanting to pursue
the operation rather than hiring
a surrogate or adopting. "I crave
that experience," she said. "I
want the morning sickness, the
backaches, the feet swelling.
I want to feel the baby move.
That is something I've wanted
for as long as I can remember."

Before the clinic's success

the only other country that had
successfully performed a uterus
transplant was Sweden. So far,
doctors at the University of Go-
thenburg have performed nine
successful transplants. CNN
reported that of the nine women
to get transplants, five women
have gotten pregnant resulting
in four live births. However,
all the women in Sweden re-

ceived transplants from live
donors. According to the New
York Times Tzakis, who has

performed 4,000-5,000 organ
transplants, traveled to the Uni-

completely new offensive play-
book." The coaching staff is
confident the new system will
impact the team's performance
as the season progresses. There
will also be role changes due
to the many recruits joining the
team. "These recruits will be

looked toward to step up and
help out the team on the field"
said Chapman. "5 of our new
players willlikely take on start-

versity of Gothenburg to work
with doctors who have been

successful with their transplants.
While the transplant is a

significant part of the process
to an alternative route to preg-
nancy, it is only a small part of
the process these women will go
through before giving birth. The
process begins before the trans-
plant when the patient's eggs
are harvested and frozen. After

a year post-transplant, allowing
for healing and the adjustment
of anti-rejection medication, the
patient's eggs will be artificially
inseminated and implanted until
the patient becomes pregnant.
After heavy observation and
one or two babies are delivered

through cesarean section, the
uterus will be removed to avoid

prolonged exposure to medica-
tion.

While the temporary trans-
plant is an impressive advance-
ment in the medical field, some

feel as though it is not as neces-
sary as others may think. Dr. Mi-
chael Green of Massachusetts

General Hospital views uterine
transplants as a quality-of-life
issue and has been quoted as
stating, "Nobody needs a uterus
to live, OK?" A NPR article

also reports Green as wonder-

ing roles including between the
pipes as a goalie who will be di-
recting our defense."

Since entering the Empire 8
conference, the team has faced

some tough competitors, but the
coaching staff believes these
recruits can make a big impact
on the team. This season, one

of the team's goals include be-
ing one of the top 10 "most im-
proved" teams in the country.

ing "whether health care dol-
lars should be spent on uterine
transplants when a woman
who lacks a uterus can turn to

a surrogate mother to provide
her with a child - if she can

afford it, that is." The Cleve-

land clinic, however, argued
that sum)gacy isn't always an
option, "In the U.S., the sur-
rogacy process can be legally
complicated. In many other
countries, surrogacy is highly
restricted or even banned."*

Dani is a junior majoring in

conununication and writing

with a minor in political sci-

ence.

Another one of their goals is
to win an award in their region
of the Ernpire 8 conference
that as a team best exemplifies
good sportsmanship. "We have
a great group of guys here on
the team," said Wilmot. "High
quality individuals that are ea-
ger to learn the sport, but more
importantly use the sport as a
foundation to minister."*

Want to write? Email us at editor@houghtonstar.com
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Across

1. Type of pass
6. Timber dresser

10. Quarterback's dread

14. Piece of the past
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15. Form spirals
16. Muscat's locale

17. Whew!

19. Fields reward

20. Like an oath
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57
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21.Beef

22.1968 hit "Harper Valley

25. Early automaker

26. Expressed in words

27. Projecting bay windows
29. Vacuum'Black

30. Long-eared equine

31. Washington or Shore
32. "Fine with me"

35. Whew

39. Most confident

40. Feeling of unease
42. Krait kin

45. Follow a pattern, per-
haps
46. Word with bath or cake

47. China shop purchase
49. South Seas island

51. Perfect score, for some

52. Aligns properly
53. Makes the transition

55. With the greatest of __
56. Whew!

60. Zoomed

61. Mainframe fodder

62. Premature

63. Miss Derbyfield
64. Iron and Ice

65. Overused

Down

1. Debater's position

2. Mat slapper
3. Pointy shoe wearer
4. Gathers dust

5. They facilitate learning
6. Needed liniment

7. Start for the last day?

8. Jerusalem temple locale
9. Caribou relative

10. Judgelike

11. Bio 101 study
12. Sailcloth

13. Prepares to pray

18. 90-degree shapes

21. Some antiques

22. Legume shell

23. Bass, piano and sax,

eg

24. Hokkaido-born person

26. Canyon attraction

28. Has a little lamb?

29. Arm thugs

32. Simmer slowly

33. Expressions of sur-

prise
34. Corrida loser

36. Guitar neck feature

37. Depression of a sort
38. Herb of wisdom?

41. Jungle retreat

42. Certify by oath

43. Colorful wrap
44. Takes a breather

46. Veer

48. The higher ones are

usually better

49. Davis of Hollywood

50. Turkish bigwigs

53. Unforeseen difficulty

54. Blind part
56. Rhoda's mother on

"Rhoda"

57. Time of note

58. None excluded

59. Grain in a Salinger title
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TENURE from page 1

ure candidate is qualified to
teach both entry and upper-
level classes.

Once the Rank and Ten-

ure Committee has per-
formed its final evaluation

and met with the tenure can-

didate, the Mills Woolsey
makes a recommendation to

Houghton's president, Shir-
ley Mullen. "If the president
agrees with the recommen-
dation," said Mills Woolsey,
"the Dean's summary of the
case and recommendation

SASF from page 1

and highly homeless popu-
lation in which The Salva-

tion Army is known as ones
who provide food, health
assistance, and a place of
warmth, love, support."

According to CNN Mon-
ey, based on FBI statistics
in 2012 Carnden had the

single highest crime rate in
America, reporting 67 ho-
micides over the course of

the year. In addition to a
high crime rate, the town
is also plagued by a drug
epidemic, homelessness,

and poverty. Wheeler said
the SASF's mission was to

do their part in "making a
difference in people's lives

NCCAA from page 1

ever heard of. Houghton
was quite the underdog but
we all arrived focused and

ready to do all that we could
to represent our school."

The women's team com-

peted in the distance med-
ley relay (Rebekah White
' 18, Kate Taggart ' 18, Nikki
Garns ' 18, and Joanna Fri-
esen ' 17), the pole vault
(Fiona Daloia ' 17), the 60
meter hurdles (Fink), the
high jump (Fink), the 4x800
meter run (White, Taggart,
Garns, and Friesen), and
the 4x200 meter run (White,
Garns, Daloia, and Kasey
Cannister '17).

In each event on the

women's side, the High-
landers placed sixteenth or
higher, with the distance

are given to the Academic Af-
fairs Committee of the Board

of Trustees. If the AAC votes

for tenure and promotion, the
names are taken to the full

Board who vote to confirm

the tenure and promotion."
According to Yates, the

Rank and Tenure Committee

assesses faculty members'
suitability for tenure on a
number of factors, including
disciplinary competence and
relevance, such as how well

a professor knows, and is up-
to-date on, his or her field, as

well as integration of faith
into a professor's teaching,
scholarship, and service.

"For the final tenure re-

who have almost nothing."
Jimmy Hughes ' 16, president
of SASF, described Camden

as "a city that needs love."
Justin Bullard ' 16, one of

the students who went on the

trip, said the city's crime rate
never really bothered him,
"I wasn't worried about the

safety of the location, I was
just excited about being able
to do missions in our own

country instead of going out
of the country." Bullard said,
for him, the area was one of

the largest reasons he went.
He said, "I know it's an area

that probably doesn't get as
much attention."

While the SASF goes on
a mission trip each year dur-
ing February break, Hughes
said this trip was different in
that it was much more peo-
ple-centered "We are striving

medley relay (DMR) barely
missing All American status,
finishing fourth with a time
of 12:29.01, less than a sec-

ond short of the six-year-old
school record of 12:28.60.

Also noteworthy was the
4x800 meter relay perfor-
mance, in which the DMR

foursome of White, Taggart,
Garns, and Friesen came to-

gether again to, not only set
a new school record, but also
finish second with a time of

9:27.85 to gain All-American
honors.

Of the record-smashing
performance, Taggart said,
"I have never run that fast

in my life." She recognized
her teammates, and added,

"Being able to receive an All
American title is very spe-
cial and exciting, but running
with three other girls who
are incredible teammates and

view," said Yates, "the fae-

ulty member has to also sub-
mit some form of scholarship
addressing the integration
of faith and learning in the
faculty member's discipline;
this often takes the form of a

paper but can also be a ser-
mon, a performance, a work
o f art, etc."

Gaerte said fewer col-

leges nationwide are offering
tenure. "The vast majority
of [Houghton's] faculty are
full-time professors," said
Gaerte, adding that this en-
courages professors to com-
mit themselves to Houghton
and to their students.

Mills Woolsey said tenure

to make meaningful connec-
tions in a city that needs peo-
ple's love," he said. Students
had many opportunities to
interact with members of the

community through meals,
service projects, and commu-
nity clean up.

A large part of the group's
time was spent at the Salva-
tion Army Ray and Joan
Kroc Corps Community Cen-
ter (the Kroc Center). The
Kroc Center, which opened
in October 2014, and serves

people based on the Salva-
tion Army mission which
states, "[The Salvation Ar-
my's] mission is to preach
the gospel of Jesus Christ and
to meet human needs in His

name without discrimina-

tion." The Kroc Center offers

many programs community
members can participate in,

friends is priceless."
On the men's side, the

Highlanders put forth solid
performances with eleventh
place in the 4x200 meter re-
lay (Cory McCarty ' 17, John
Zamites ' 19, Chris Roe ' 19,

and Austin Andryshak ' 19),
eighth place in the 800 me-
ter run (McCarty), and tenth
place in the triple jump (Ma-
lik Bullock ' 19). McCarty
ran a season best in the 800

meter run, with a time of

1:58.53. "Everything went
as planned," McCarty said
of his solo performance,
"I mentally trusted Coach
Hager's plan, I mentally and
physically trusted my legs,
and in the end I popped out a
1:58 which was a season best,

and one of my fastest college
indoor times. Hopefully as
[the outdoor track and field
seasonl comes along I'll be

"strengthens an institution by
providing a means of mutual
commitment between faculty
members and the institution

they serve." She added that
the tenure evaluation pro-
cess is designed both to de-
termine whether professors
are a good long-term fit for
their position, and to help
committed faculty members
improve.

"When faculty members
are not doing as well as we
would like," said Mills Wool-

sey, "the review process often
helps them to make thought-
ful decisions about improv-
ing their work or looking for
a position with a better fit."

and the SASF had a chance

to help with. Some of those
programs include an after-
school program called Kroc
Kids, a daily morning prayer,
a weekly youth group, Bible
studies, and Sunday worship.

In addition to helping
at the Kroc Center, SASF
members went to the Trans-

portation Center in Camden,
which Wheeler describes as

a "tram station." Members of

the homeless community of-
ten reside near or around the

Transportation Center, and
students had the opportunity
"to give out hot drinks, food,
gloves, hats, scarves and to
talk with the people around
the area to be of spiritual sup-
port through listening to and
pray with them," said Wheel-
er. Students also had the op-
portunity to assist in helping

able to get [my 800 meter run
time] down to 1:54."

Head track and field coach

Patrick Hager expressed his
pride in a Highlanders press
release, and said, "[Mccarty]
ran with a higher sense of
purpose, and it paid off."

Hager also observed that
the men's 4x200 meter relay
recorded the fastest time the

Highlanders have seen in the
last three years. First year
student athlete Austin Andry-
shak ' 19 said, "I think it was

obvious how prepared we
were. Any meet where you
are able to record your best
time shows how much prepa-
ration you put in during prac-
tice....[Hopefully] by senior
year we aren't just there, but
we are in the mix [to win]."

The trend of confidence

among the men's first year
athletes also extended to

Sports: Scores and Standings

Men's Baseball

Overall Record: 1-7

Current Streak: L4

Women's Softball

Overall Record: 5-5

Current Streak: L2

NEWS 1 3
Yates commented on her

experience as a newly-ten-
ured faculty member, "Hav-
ing had tenure for about a
week and a half now (and
technically it doesn't really
start until next academic

year, but the decision is al-
ready made), I don't feel
terribly qualified to answer
how being tenured affects
my role."

However, she added,
"It's a nice confirmation that

the work I have been doing
at Houghton that I feel is
what God has called me to

do is also valuable enough
to the College that they want
me to stay long term."*

members of the homeless

community by volunteer-
ing at a soup kitchen called
Cathedral's Kitchen, where

they serve hot meals to 200-
300 people a day.

Wheeler had high hopes
for the group's takeaway
from the trip. She said, "I
want us to leave with a

greater awareness, concern,
and love for those who

we become oblivious to in

our blessed lives and with

hearts overflowing with de-
sire to do something more
each day." Bullard echoed
this and said, "It was really
humbling to see people in
these situations and see that

I'm much better off than I

thought. It also showed me
that I'm in a much better po-
sition to help others than I
thought."*

Bullock, the lone triple
jumper that represented
Houghton at the meet. Bull-
ock noted how much he

enjoyed experiencing the
NCCAA championship as
a freshman, as well as be-

friending his fellow compet-
itors. Shifting his focus to
the upcoming outdoor sea-
son, he said, "The elements

outside won't be enough to
stop me from reaching for
the stars."

While both the men's

and women's national teams

brought home a determined fo-
cus on the spring track and field
season, the memories made at
the NCCAA track and field

championship will last a life-
time, according to Taggart. "It
was an overall amazing team
effort we put forth," she said.
"This will be something I re-
member forever. *
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 I he Phantom of Opera is Here"
CARINA MARTIN

For the first time in two

years, a Broadway musical is
coming to Houghton. In two
performances over March
11th and 12th, members of the

Houghton Lyric Theatre will
present Andrew Lloyd' We-
ber's classic The Phantom Of
the Opera on the chapel stage.
The production features Tim
McGowan ' 16 in the titular

role. Katie Kriedler '17 and

Andrea Crickard '17 will por-
tray Christine Daa6 on Friday
and Saturday respectively,
while Ian Patrick ' 17 and

James Johnson '18 will like-

wise share the role ofRaoul de

Chagny.
Traditionally, the Hough-

ton Lyric Theatre presents a
musical or opera every spring.
Shows are selected based on

current students' skill sets,
and Phantom was chosen as

this year's production both be-
cause of its legendary popular-
ity and the current ensemble's
potential. "We have an award-
winning ensemble," said As-
sistant Professor of Voice and

Opera Mitchell Hutchings,
who is helming the show. "I
knew we had a student body
that could fill the main roles in

Review:
THOMAS ECKERT

SOPHIA ROSS

Among the darker period
films nominated for Best Pie-

ture at this year's Academy
Awards, Brooklyn stands out
as a tender, but equally power-
ful tale. The 2015 film, direct-

ed by John Crowley, is based
on the 2009 novel of the same

title by Colm Taibin. It stars
Saoirse Ronan, Emory Cohen,
Domhnall Gleeson, Julie Wal-

ters, and Jim Broadbent.

Brooklyn follows Eilis

Lacey, played by Ronan, a
young woman whose sister
arranges for her to leave her
small hometown on the coast

of Ireland to live and work

in Brooklyn, New York in
the early 1950s. Upon arriv-
ing, Eilis experiences extreme
homesickness as she observes

the Irish culture permeating

it r

4
ANTHONY BURDO

Students of the Houghton LyFiC Theatre practicing a sequence in The

Phantom of the Opera. Phantom was chosen as this year's production

due to its popularity and the current ensemble's potential.

Phantom this year."
The Phantom of the Opera

first opened on Broadway in
1988. Featuring a now-iconic
score from Andrew Lloyd We-
ben the show was an immediate

smash hit. Lauded by critics and
eagerly devoured by audiences,
the show collected an impres-
sive seven awards-including
Best Musical-at the 1988 To-

nys. Phantom is still running
strong after over eleven thou-
sand performances, making it
the longest-running show ever
to hit Broadway.

Over the years, the saga

Brooklyn
Brooklyn in that era. Slowly,
she begins to acclimate to her
new life, first by enrolling in
bookkeeping classes, and even-
tually meeting a young, Italian-
American man named Tony,
played by Cohen. When a fam-
ily tragedy occurs back home,
Eilis returns to Ireland, and is
forced to make the decision of

whether or not to remain in the

comfort of her hometown, or to

return to the life she has begun
to make for herself in Brooklyn.

The film shines in its charac-

ter development. Eilis' arc from
shy timidness to assertive inde-
pendence is carefully sculpted.
The audience can't help but
root for Eilis as she grows
into her own as a member of

the boarding house where she
stays in New York. Through-
out the film, she maintains her

agency while growing in her
independence. Always capable,
she is able to work through the

lu

of the outcast composer who
haunts a Parisian opera house
and his infatuation with the pre-
cocious soprano Christine Daa6
has enchanted audiences all

over the globe. Phantom's ubiq-
uity in the theatre world comes
with a unique set of challenges
for adaptation for the college
stage, but matches those chal-
lenges with plenty of oppor-
tunities for growth. "It's chal-
lenged me vocally and required
me to perform at a very high
standard," Johnson shared of
his role. "The entire cast is ex-

tremely talented and I've been

problems, both logistical and
emotional as she navigates the
new landscape. As her life pro-
gresses, these problems become
greater, but with her moxie, she
pushes forward, her abilities
increasing in step with what
she faces. In New York, she is

guided by three mentors. One
of the mentors, Father Flood,

played by Broadbent, is ex-
cellently written as a caring
father-figure, who encourages
Eilis to blossom without being
overbearing. He represents so
much of what Ireland is to her:

peace, comfort, and security.
With the help of her mentors,
she composes New York into a
place that also has those quali-
ties, building something of her
own, instead o f relying on what
she has inherited.

Brooklyn's plot is generally
strong, featuring well-devel-
oped dramatic themes and nar-
rative. Many of the dramatic el-

inspired by them to work hard."
Such a large and intricate

production provides diverse op-
portunities for student collabo-
ration. According to Hutchings,
about thirty students are regis-
tered for the associated course

and involved at every level of
production, from the principal
cast and the technical crew to

the chorus and pit orchestra.
Hannah Jager ' 18, a member of
the chorus, said that the expe-
rience has been a uniquely re-
warding one: "While the num-
ber of people who we're trying
to coordinate is intense, it's

been amazing getting to know
some many different, talented
individuals."

Starring in a show that has
had such an undeniable impact
on generations of theatre-goers
can be intimidating-but it's
a challenge that the current
Houghton cast is excited to take
on. "I first saw The Phantom

of the Opera when I was about

twelve," Crickard shared. "I

started listening to the CD and
singing the music all the time."
MeGowan recounted a simi-

lar experience: "When I was a
kid I went as the Phantom for

Halloween...it has been very
intimidating, but even more ex-
citing!"

Can audiences expect to see
the famous opera house set?

ements o f the film feel genuine,
such as Eilis' strained relation-

ship with her mother, but some
of the plot points connected di-
rectly to the character's roman-
tic storylines feel forced. A few
of Eilis and Tony's interactions
are overdone, and do not fit

with the rest of the film's deftly
crafted narrative. Still, Brook-

lyn offers other cinematic mo-
ments that strike the viewer as

authentically heartwarming.
When Eilis leaves the immi-

gration building at Ellis Island
and sunlight bursts through the
door, the viewer understands

the implications of the charac-
ter entering her new life. Later,
at a Christmas dinner for im-

poverished Irish immigrant
men where Eilis volunteers, an

older man sings an Irish Gaelic
song that brings Eilis to tears.
Sweeter moments like these

make the film feel light despite
the difficult decision Eilis is

"Think of it as an elaborately
staged concert," Hutchings
explained. Although the show
will not feature a full Broad-

way-style set, it will incorpo-
rate the show's trademark ele-

gant costumes, thrilling staged
combat and choreography, and
the titular character's iconic

masks. "Musicals encompass
so many forms of art in one"
said Kriedler. "I believe there

really is something for every-
one to grab on to and cherish."

Hutchings is enthused by
the high amount of tickets sold
so far, and hopes for an even
larger turnout. "The energy
between a cast and audience

is vital to a successful run," he

shared. "A large and energetic
audience changes the entire
presentation." For this reason,
Houghton Lyric Theater is en-
couraging students to invite
friends and show up to support
the cast and crew's hard work.

"People love The Phan
tom of the Opera," Hutchings
acknowledged, "and we are
ready to give it our all."

The Phantom of the Opera
will run on the Wesley Chapel
stage on March 11th at 7:30
p.m. and March 12th at 2 p.m.
Admission is $15, or $5 for
Houghton students. Tickets
are available at the door or at

houghton.edu/opera.*

forced to make between the

country and culture in which
she was raised, and the new
world in which she came into

her own.

While it might seem
strange that a film about an
Irish woman set in 1952 could

relate to the lives of college
students, Brooklyn will likely
resonate with a young viewer.
While the Houghton bubble
might not be the same as a busy
New York City borough, it is
a place outside of our homes
where we are given the tools
to grow. This film conveys
how small decisions may af-
feet the future drastically, and
emphasizes the value of a life
you make for yourself. Rather
than allowing yourself to be
constructed by others, Brook-

lyn k narrative suggests that
young people ought to use the

opportunities they are given to
construct themselves.*
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