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Changes
Made to

Cross Country| |

Course

ASHLEY POPP

This summer Houghton’s
maintenance crew made sig-
nificant changes to the cross-
country course. Alterations
included widening the course
path and changing the over-
all route. The new course as-
pects will be vital as the col-
lege prepares to host nearly
500 athletes for the National
Christian  College Athletic
Association (NCCAA) Cross
Country National Champion-
ships on November fifteenth.

Cross-country head coach,
Patrick Hager, elaborated on
the changes, “They cut out a
section by the tree of life and
there is a portion that goes
through the center of the [soc-
cer] field that is now part of
the course as the start and
finish.” Hager also elaborated
on the widening of the course
and stated, “It’s important be-
cause for NCAA the course

See XC page 3
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The Sodexo concession stand, located in the Kerr-Pegulla Field House, Wednesday night during the men’s soccer game.

HANNAH ZGRABLICH

Student operated con-
cession stand, 5-Bites, was
edged out by a Sodexo-ca-
tered concession stand built
into the Kerr-Pegulla Field
House (KPFH) under the co-
operation’s direction.

In addition to the main
dining hall, Sandella’s, Big
Al’s, and the coffee house
added last summer to replace
Java 101, Sodexo now holds
a monopoly over every food
stop on campus.

Previously, concessions
for athletic events were
provided by 5-Bites, a stu-

dent operated business that
manages small snack ori-
ented concession stands in
the dorms and at the fields.
Bradley Oliver, president
of Houghton Student Enter-
prises (HSE), said “It has
always been our goal to have
businesses that are run by
students, for students by lis-

tening to what they want, and
delivering.”

Options typically found
at the 5-Bites stands included
chips, pretzels, candy, and
bottled beverages available
for purchase with cash only.
One reason for the transi-

See SODEXO page 3

Through Houghton

Broken Greenway Trail Runs

A section of the Genesee Greenwa Trail between Huton and Fillmore.

SARAH SLATER

The Genesee Valley Green-
%] way trail, which runs between
.1 Rochester and Hinesdale,
| south of Cuba, is closed in
the section that goes through
Houghton. Though students
and community members run,
walk, and bike on the Hough-
ton section of the Greenway
daily the interruptions prevent
them from connecting to the
rest of the trail.

The Greenway is a park
originating from the land for-
merly occupied by area canals
and railroads. Described as “an
open space corridor” by the
New York State Park Service,
it is intended to be used for
t walking, hiking, and biking,
and other outdoor recreation.
It also has a crucial role in con-
servation, allowing organisms
to travel on an uninterrupted
wild space throughout Western
New York.
| Kristina Shoepfer, park
. manager for the Greenway, said
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MARY CRONIN

The violent acts being
committed by the Sunni-Islam
extremist group ISIS (Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria) has
prompted the United States and
other nations take military ac-
tion. ISIS, which has its base
in Raqqa, Syria, has taken over
large areas of Syria and Iraq.

The group has declared this
area to be the “Islamic State,”
according to a CNN article. Its
oppressive rule and interpreta-
tion of Islamic law has been
ravaging civilians, including
ethnic and Christian minorities.
Video of public executions has
been released on the internet
as ISIS continues to tighten its
grip in the Middle East.
According to CNN, the
beheading of two American
journalists was an impetus to
the United States’ military in-
tervention. The offensive has
mostly included missile strikes
by sea followed by air raids
by bombers and fighter jets.
According to the US military,
training compounds, headquar-
ters, storage facilities, supply
trucks, and armed vehicles
were hit in the initial strike on
Tuesday September 23. The
Pentagon also stated that some
ISIS operatives were hit, but
the number was not specified.
Other nations have joined

the United States, including
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Jordan, Bahrain, and
Qatar. As stated by a Washing-
ton Post article, France has also
lent its support to the offensive.

According to Army Gen.
Ray Odierno, who was quoted
in the Washington Post, there is
a possibility that civilians may
be at risk as ISIS moves from
more open areas with visible
targets to urban areas. “We’ll
have to determine that, as we
go forward, if we can sustain
the level of preciseness that is
necessary to limit civilian casu-
alties,” he cautioned.

Another complication
threatening progress in the
fight against ISIS may arise.
Though there has been much
cooperation in the Arab world
with the West on this matter,
the fact that ISIS is technically
a Sunni Muslim group may be
problematic for some govern-
ments. As stated in a CNN ar-
ticle, some governments may

WORLD // ISIS Crisis Continues

face dissent from their people,
and they disagree with Sunnis
fighting against other Sunnis.

Furthermore, Syria has
cited disregard of its sover-
eignty, according to the New
York Times. The nation has
complained that American mil-
itary actions on its soil without
its cooperation is a violation
of sovereign rights. President
Obama and other US officials,
on the other hand, insist this
is not the case. Civil war in
Syria helped extremist move-
ments like ISIS to take root and
spread, and Obama contends
that by striking only ISIS and
not “Mr. Assad”, the United
States is helping Syria, thus
the nation’s sovereignty is still
intact.

Recent action in-
volved the US-led air strikes
targeting ISIS positions in
northeastern Syria while the
Syrian government aimed at
other insurgents near its capital,
Damascus this past Saturday.

Meanwhile, ISIS attacked a
Kurdish village near the Turk-
ish border, according to the
New York Times. At roughly
the same time, two car bombs
were detonated in the Syrian
city of Homs, killing at least
45 people, including 41 chil-
dren. The group has not taken
official responsibility for this,
though it is likely that it is
responsible because of their
recently increased presence
in Homs. This, among other
issues, has caused even more
civilians to flee to Turkey,
joining more than 150,000 ref-
ugees already there, the New
York Times reported.

Military  officials,
including General Odierno,
have dismally predicted that
this conflict could endure
much longer than previously
anticipated.

Mary is a Sophomore and a
Political Science and Theology
major.
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that the land passed through
several hands before becom-
ing a state park. “The Genesee
Valley Greenway follows the
old Genesee Valley Canal and
later, the Rochester Branch
of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
The railroad eventually sold
the property to RG&E [Roch-
ester Gas and Electric], who
later sold the property to New
York State for use as a recre-
ational trail.” Because of the
long history of the property,
the Greenway runs past pieces
of regional history, including
ruins of stone locks, culverts,
and historic inns such as the

Yard of Ale and the National

Hotel. One section near Black

trail that are currently closed

Creek, NY runs past areas of for use. One of the areas that
the canal which are still full of is currently closed, according

water, allowing trail users to
imagine the canal in its hey-
day.

The Friends of the Genesee
Valley Greenway (FOGVG), a
local nonprofit organization,
in partnership with the state
park system, attempts to pro-
mote and care for the Green-
way to users of the trail. The
Friends have brought more
than $4 million in grants to
the Greenway to develop it
further, and often run events
to promote and care for the
trail. They also provide infor-
mation about the length of the
trail for potential users.

According to FOGVG

there are several areas of the

to the trail guide found on
the FOGVG website, includes
the section that goes through
Houghton. Shoepfer point-
ed out that the trail nearest
Houghton has a few obstacles
that prevent it from connect-
ing it to the rest of the trail.
North of Houghton, “a bridge
is needed to cross the creek
adjacent to the Houghton soc-
cer fields” while to the south,
“there is a RG&E substation
located on what used to be the
old rail bed (and what would
have been the path of the
Greenway),” she said. Beyond
these interruptions, the trail
is maintained as it continues
north to Rochester and south

past Cuba.

“Having the Greenway
connected in Houghton would
be an asset to the college and
community” for several rea-
sons, Shoepfer said, as it would
provide increased recreational
opportunities over the length
of the trail for activities includ-
ing hiking, biking, snowmo-
biling, cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, and horseback-
riding. Shoepfer also suggested
that for students who current-
ly run along Route 19, hav-
ing the Greenway connected
would allow for a safer alterna-
tive to running along the road.

The RVER Group, or Re-
gional Ventures in Economic
Revitalization, stated that one
of its goals for the near future
is to refurbish the park in the

town of Houghton. Helping
to connect the section of the
Genesee Valley Greenway that
runs through Houghton to the
rest of the path would be a re-
lated goal worth pursuing.

The Greenway is a feature
of Houghton that deserves
to be more well-known and
utilized. With a few improve-
ments, the Genesee Valley
Greenway could “stimulate
business and tourism for the
local community and benefit
the community as a whole,”
Shoepfer said.

For more information, in-
cluding trail maps and updates
on events, visit the Friends of
the Genesee Valley Greenway
website at fogvg.org, or the
New York State Park website at
nysparks.com

WORD ON THE STREET

a whole.”

church.”

-Jaclyn Algier, Senior

“I would really like to see people emphasis
the uniqueness of this campus and not just
the seclusion of the area but the readiness
of the Christian faith towards building each
| other up in community.”

- Brad Dickey, Sophomore

“Gender equality and grace in the

-Rachel Wright, Junior

. “Tknow a lot of people joke about Sodexo, eating up at the cafe,
and how there’s never anything good. Honestly I feel like we
kmda had more variety last year. This year, I’ve not been super
! impressed. I mean, the food is still okay, but in the ﬁ.lture I might
want a little bit more of the variety we had last year.”
Jackson Wheeler, Sophomore

. “One issue that should be discussed on campus
is the lack of male role models in younger
children’s lives, especially in single parent

4 households or even in the education system as

What are
some of
the issues
you would
like to see
discussed on
campus this
semester?

I see alot...

thlS 293

“One of the things I’d like to hear about
on campus more is feminism, like what it
really is, how it’s about men and women
having equal rights, not beating down men or
anything, but showing that they have equal

rights.”

-Kaitlyn Mckinney, Sophomore

“I think the issue I’d really like to see
discussed is to make sure that we have
Fair Trade Cocoa in the dining hall.”
-Elizabeth Clarke, Freshman

“An issue I’d say that I’ve seen is that
Sodexo might have lowered the bar in
what they’re making and producing

for the students.”

-Marshall Brady, Sophomore

I feel like decisions that are made by admin-
istration and such are not necessary made with prayerful =
consideration. I don’t hear the language of ‘we’ve been ' {
praying about this, we’ve been prayfully considering | ‘.

-Clayton Danner, Senior

Look for Word on the Street on the Star’s YouTube account.
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tion from 5-Bites to Sodexo,
General Manager of Hough-
ton Dining Services, Tina
Powers explained, was “the
college wanted the ability
to serve full hot meals as
concessions from the new
facility,” not just packaged
snacks.

The KPFH has a full sized
kitchen located on the north-
west corner of the building
specifically designed to meet
Sodexo’s culinary needs. Ca-
tering Manager, James Ward
said, “There are a variety
of health codes that have to
be upheld when serving hot
food. Maintaining food dur-
ing the course of service and
keeping it at a certain tem-
perature requires a certain
facility and the work of the
certified dining staff.”

“Since the project’s in-
ception it became clear that
5-Bites could not handle all
of what the college expected
from their new facility,” said
Oliver. “Meetings between
Skip Lord [executive direc-
tor of athletics], Robert Pool
[vice president of student
life], Sodexo, and 5-Bites
to discuss how to keep HSE
involved in running the new
facility ultimately deter-
mined that Sodexo would be
running the facility without
our collaboration.” Oliver
also mentioned that this re-
sult would cut HSE’s total
profits by 50 percent.

Sodexo provided conces-
sions at preliminary sporting
events hosted by the KPFH

this summer, but last week-
end’s homecoming marked
the official kick-off of its
newest dining option. A va-
riety of hot concessions were
available throughout the day
and were available for pur-
chase with cash, credit, or
flex dollars.

“We want to partner with
the campus to ensure that
there will always be a good
meal there,” said Powers.
“We want to show great hos-
pitality to those who come
here.”

Sophomore, Elizabeth
Houseman, said, “I think
they should make it a little
more simple, [ mean they had
beef on weck ,yet no ham-
burgers.” “Another Sodexo
take-over means even less
options—there is so little va-
riety to their food already,”
said Graduate student Sean
Douglas.

Sodexo’s service at the
KPFH continued late into
homecoming evening pro-
viding concessions for the
2,500 guests attending the
Tenth Avenue North Concert.
“There was always a giant
line to buy anything, but the
popcorn was delicious.” said
Junior, Leah Shadbol.

Sodexo’s concession ser-
vices in the KPFH will be
open for all of Highlander
Athletics’ home matches.

“We do not like the mo-
nopoly power that Sodexo
has on the campus, but as a
creative group we will come
up with new ways to serve
the student body.” ” Oliver
said on behalf of 5-Bites and
HSE. %

Email news tips
and story ideas to
Editor@Houghtonstar.com
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needs to be 110 meters wide,
so the widening of the course
was necessary to make that
happen.”

The widening of the course
will also allow runners to be
better able to pass one another
in competition and reduce the
chances of contestants cutting
corners or running outside the
lined course to gain position.

Senior cross-country
member, Jonathan Lewis, ap-
preciates the changes made
to the course, but was disap-
pointed with some aspects.
Lewis said, “I personally don't
like the course as much. The
previous course took us down
a path that was scenic and that
part is no longer in the current
course.”

Lewis also commented on
the versatility of the course,
and the college’s ability to
now hold larger meets and in-
vitational events. He said, “It

will allow us to host nationals
which is a great incentive.”

This benefit of hosting
larger meets and events is
something Coach Hager is
very excited about. From a
recruiting perspective, Hager
stated, “I think it’s going to
be big because of the exposure
from hosting the National
Championship.”

He explained the surface
of the course is nicer and rec-
ognized Houghton College
employee, Dan Wolcott, as a
necessary part of the process.
Hager said, “He has been in-
strumental in this whole thing
of providing a quality training
surface.” Hager feels he and
his team are being taken care
of here, and there is a commu-
nity that cares about how the
team is doing and wants to see
them succeed.

While Hagar thinks the
course will benefit the future
of the college, Lewis is unsure,
he said, “Honestly 1 don’t
know if the course change will

benefit the college, yet in the
long run it will allow us to
hold larger meets.” This abil-
ity, he said, “Is good for the
college.”

The course alterations pro-
vide a greater opportunity for
the course to receive more ex-
posure from hosting different
events. Recently, on October
4, the course was used for the
homecoming 5k fun run.

Ashley  Schenk, junior,
and participant in the run,
reflected on the race and the
changes she noticed. “I defi-
nitely enjoyed running on the
new course,” she said. “It felt
like we were backtracking less
with the new course than last
year when I ran the race.” Ac-
cording to Schenk the most
noticeable change was in the
end of the course, she said,
“There was a longer straight
away where we were running
toward the people, which
made it more fun.”
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Snowplercer' A Metaphor of our Broken Society

B

58
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Movie poster for Joon-ho Bong's film, Snowpiercer.

A

LIANA WOOL
MIRIAM GRIFFITH

In a world decimated by the
effects of climate change, amidst
the snow of the now frozen
world, there remains one source
of refuge for humanity: Wilford’s
train.

On board this self-sustaining
train, the people are segregated
into classes: wealthy in the front,
poor in the back. Chris Evans,
known for his role as the super-
hero heartthrob Captain America,
now takes on the role of a poor,
back-of-the-train, unlikely leader,
Curtis. Faced with food scar-
city, fleeting memories of what
earth was like, and a desire to
help the poor, Evans becomes a
revolutionist, determined to reach
the front of the train and restore
equality to the classes. Filled with
plot twists, action, and a bit of
blood, Snowpiercer brings about
a deeper question: is modern so-
ciety really any different than the
broken system portrayed in this
film?

The majority of the popula-
tion, residing in the back of the
train, sits in squalor, resorting to

desperate means to acquire food.
In contrast, the minority of the
people live comfortable, posh
lives, ignorant to the atrocities
being implemented by the man
in power.

As Curtis fights his way to-
wards the front of the train, he is
lambasted by the reality of the fri-
volity shown by the fortunate few
in the front. Car by car, the shift
is made; engineering cars with
water and food in the back sepa-
rate the haves from the have-nots.
Proceeding towards the front is
the fine dining car and then the
wild party cars. A new aspect of
a potential lifestyle is brought to
light as Curtis and a loyal few
battle their way to power.

This eye-opening metaphor
brings into question how the
world today is run and main-
tained, and what our responsibil-
ity on our “train” may be. If given
the seat of power, would Curtis
take that opportunity to bring
justice to the back by destroying
the front? Beyond the revolution,
what will become of the earth?
Will the climate ever be bearable
for mankind? Will polar bears
never be seen again? What will
become of humanity in this deso-

late, post-apocalyptic world?

Directed and written by Ko-
rean director Joon-ho Bong, re-
nowned for his socially and po-
litically charged films, this film
effectively encompasses pressing
social issues while maintaining
an action-packed plot. The film
was released in 2013, but did
not come to American theaters
until this past summer. Although
this film was independently pro-
duced, it is star-studded with
world-renowned actors such as
Tilda Swinton (The Chronicles
of Narnia), Ed Harris (Gravity
and A Beautifil Mind), John Hurt
(V for Vendetta), and Jamie Bell
(The Fantastic Four).

While this film may not be
the best choice for family movie
night, as it does live up to its R
rating for violence, language,
and minor drug content, it is cer-
tainly worth the time investment.
The action, plot, and character
development go beyond simple
entertainment. Thought provok-
ing and intriguing concepts are
undeniably evident in the film,
and bring into question innumer-
able aspects of the social systems
we live in today. %
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Bam on Rice Road In
Fillmore, New York.
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Across

1. Reads superficially

6. Hadrian’s defense

10. Top-drawer

14. Gownlike garment

15. Natural soother

16. Muffin ingredient

17. Fictional bell town

18. Corn Belt state

19. Medium for some NFL
games

20. Float down an Arctic river?
23. Nationality suffix

24. Role for Carrie

25. Spanish rice

28. Babe in the woods

29. Nudge, as one’s memory
31. Not to

32. Oil industry honcho

35. Vibrant look

37. Number for one

38. When psychics take aspirin?
41. 1994 Jodie Foster title role
42. Type of loser

43. Weak and ineffectual

44,  alai

45. Flat’s need

46. Trotsky of Russia

48. Columns with notable slants

. Some toothpastes

51. Part of ERA: Abbr.

. Caviar at a keg party?
. City in Arizona

. Verve

61. Golfer’s feat

. Author Dinesen

. Brand for a boxer

. Cabal activities

. Mane area

. Insightful

67. Have a feeling

Down

1. Rocket section

2. Praise

3. Really impressed

4. ‘60s skirt

5. Balmoral Castle site

6. Anticipating

7. Lei bearer’s word

8. Rob of “Masquerade”
9. Fall floater

10. Find repugnant

11. Detachable catalog item
12. Jazz cornetist Adderley
13. 36-Down holder

21. Chop down

22. Response time

26. Lowest deck on a ship

27.1.D. Salinger’s “Franny and

28. Stable delivery

29. Only Beatle who never
appeared on “Saturday Night
Live”

30. Run a deficit

32. Earl Scruggs’s instrument
33. Oodles

34. It shows the lay of the land
36. USPS unit

37. Tibia

39. _ -Wan Kenobi of “Star
Wars”

40. Basic dances

45. Light-feather link

47. Certain Ivy Leaguer

49. Circumnavigator on the
Golden Hind

50. Chardonnay, for one

51. A noble gas

52. Battery units

53. Gaggle group

55. Weather-resistant wood
56. Couture magazine

57. Taft’s alma mater

58. Dark principle

59. Neighbor of Mex.
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Patrick Ishimwe, Giving Non-Traditional Students a VVoice

RACHELZIMMERMAN

Senior Patrick Ishimwe,
executive officer of nontradi-
tional students, grew up want-
ing to help people.

Born in Rwanda, moving
from there to Congo, to Kenya,
and eventually to Togo, where
he lived for ten years, Ishimwe
grew up in what he described
as an "unstable environment.”
Yet, he said, "there was always
someone to help,"” and through
that, his family got "all the
help we needed.”

Having moved to Buffalo,
where he went to City Honors
School for two years, Ishimwe
eventually arrived at Hough-
ton looking for a Christian en-
vironment and a good soccer
program. Ishimwe initially did
not consider SGA, but during
his sophomore year, a friend,
Ben Hardy, convinced him to
go to a meeting. Ishimwe was
intrigued, and by his junior
year, he ran for the Senate and
became part of the SGA. The
SGA, he realized, was an op-
portunity to be a helpful voice
on campus.

However, among the
changes the 2014-2015 year
brought was the elimination
of the Senate. Again Ishimwe
made the decision to partici-
pate in SGA, this time becom-
ing the Executive Officer of

Nontraditional Students. In

this role, Ishimwe deals with
reaching out to the students of
Buffalo who do not have the
opportunity to go to traditional
college.

Placing great value on
education, Ishimwe is person-
ally invested in the programs.
"Education is just the key
to success," he said. In a re-
cent Facebook post, Ishimwe
wrote, "Jesus did not die on
the cross just for us to live an
average life." He said, "Edu-
cation showed me you don't
have to lead that life.” In his
SGA position, Ishimwe is able
to share this opportunity with
students who otherwise would
have no access to it. "They're
no different from us," said
Ishimwe, "We're just fortu-
nate enough to be able to af-
ford to go here.”

Having attended school in
Buffalo, Ishimwe has a per-
sonal understanding of the
purpose and value of the pro-
grams for nontraditional stu-
dents. He discovered that one
of the students in the program
was a good friend, and was
able to see the positive effects.
He noticed that his “"friends
from high school struggle with
staying in college and getting
a degree." Ishimwe, in his po-
sition, is now able to see the
tangible results of the pro-
grams.

Ishimwe describes his of-

fice as giving Buffalo students

Patrick Ishimwe writing at his desk.

in the program "a voice on bringing in lecturers and pos-
campus.” He keeps the SGA sibly Buffalo residing Hough-
informed on how the pro- ton alumni, who will inform
grams are going, but also is Houghton students of opportu-
responsible for sharing oppor- nities to serve in Buffalo.

tunities for involvement with Patrick Ishimwe is a po-
other Houghton students. He litical science major, minor-
and SGA president, Katha- ing in business and French.
rine Labrecque, have formed His desire to help people, to

a committee that will be make a difference, is the root

ANTHONY BURDO

for his ultimate dream of go-
ing to law school and work-
ing with the United Nations.
For now, he speaks for himself
and reminds Houghton stu-
dents, "Buffalo is a mission."”
Although there is much to ad-
dress for the rest of the world,
for now "it's preparation for
future experiences." *

Have you been thinking about *tud)ing abroad??

Hiirover where you can go and whait you can *tudy!
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Tuesday, Octoberl4

10:30am -1:30pm

In the Van Dyk Lounge

(lpportunitie

Opportunity to talk to:

. Program reps

. Faculty

. Students
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