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ILE STONES 

Alumni board reorganizes 

T
he alumni board of directors spent the last year undergoing a
complete reorganization. Historically, many of the members of the 

board have been enlisted from the northeast portion of the country, pri
marily for ease of travel to and from the campus three times per year. 

A careful evaluation of the distribution of the college's alumni demon
strated that Houghton College alumni are scattered all over the country, 
with the largest concentration in the northeast. The board elected to re
organize on a regional basis with board members representing various 
state combinations based on alumni distribution density. In addition to 
eight regional representatives, there are two at-large representatives 
whose positions will be used to help balance the board by age and gen
der. By reorganizing in this way, every alumnus is represented on the 
board. 

The alumni board will meet two times per year instead of three and 
will be active in committee work between meetings. All members of the 
board will be assigned to a committee or committees and will be respon
sible to maintain communication with each other. The final committee 
structure is not in place but will likely include committees such as gov
ernance, prayer, communications, heritage, admissions, athletic booster, 
alumni services, student services, alumni events and alumni chapters. 
Much of the committee work will be done using the electronic communi
cation tools of e-mail and conference calls. 

The board is anxious to become more visible and effective in meeting 
the needs and desires of the alumni and "alumni in residence" of 
Houghton College. We are looking for individuals who would like to 
sponsor alumni chapters in areas where there are sufficient alumni to 
do so. We are also looking for people who would like to be a resource to 
new students-to welcome them and encourage them as they begin 
their college career. We are looking for people who would be willing to 
come to campus to share their careers with the students. We are looking 
for alumni who could come and present heritage chapels and lectures/ 
seminars on general topics of interest. We are looking for alumni to vol
unteer in support of the college. 

The board of directors has instituted affinity programs with Liberty 
Mutual Insurance for group discount auto 
and home insurance and with MBNA for a 
Houghton College Platinum Plus 
MasterCard. The royalties from these two 
affinity programs come directly to the 
alumni association for use in enhancing 
programming for alumni. 

The members of the board are listed at 
left. We are excited about our future and 
the direction we are headed and want to 
encourage you to contact us through Jim 
Arthur '68 in the Office of Alumni Rela
tions at alumni@ houghton.edu. 

Jim Arthur '68 
Alumni relations director 

I 



3 7 Isabelle Riggs, who was
valedictorian of her Hough
ton class, died December 9, 

2001, in High Point, N.C. She was 87. 
fsabelle was an active member at First 
Wesleyan Church and spent her retire
ment years in the church's Wesleyan 
Arms retirement home. 

3 9 Margaret (Smith) Tucker
died November 17, 2001, 
from complications of 

Alzheimer's disease. She taught English 
at Georgia Military Academy from 1958 
until her retirement in 1982. Six months 
later, at the age of 66, she began a six
month term of service in Belem, Brazil, 
where she was a missionary with 
Wycliffe at Amazon Valley Academy. 
Formerly, Mrs. Tucker was an elder, a 
Sunday school teacher, and a tour guide 
and international family hostess for the 
1996 summer Olympics. Daughter 
Lynelle '68 and son Richard '72 sur
vive, as well as a sister, three grandchil
dren, and two great-grandchildren. 

44 Alden Gannett died Sep
tember 23, 2001, at the age 
of 80. He was founder and 

president of Gannett Ministries, Inc., 
and president emeritus of Southeastern 
Bible College in Birmingham, Ala. His 
widow survives, as do four children, 11 
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, 
and a brother and a sister. 

46 Jane (Harrison) Pritchett
died August 14, 2001, in 
Glens Falls, N.Y., after a 

bronchiaJ infection and stroke. She had 
suffered from polio for many years. Her 
husband, Rees '44, a daughter, two 
grandchildren, and a sister survive her. 

48 George Taylor died Octo
ber 6, 2001, in Kingsland, 
Ga., where he had lived 

since 1986. A decorated WWll veteran, 
Dr. Taylor began his family practice in 
Cuba, N.Y., in 1951. In 1981 the execu
tive committee of Cuba Memorial Hos
pital selected him as Man of the Year. 
His widow, six children, including 

EMEMBRANC£ 

Bradley '72, nine grandchildren, and 
four siblings survive him. 

5 0 William Calhoun died
May 31, 2000, at Loris 
Community Hospital in 

Nichols, N.C. He was 74. An ordained 
Baptist minister, Rev. Calhoun served in 
the Navy during World War 11. During 
his lifetime he was pastor, professor, 
chaplain, and author. His widow sur
vives, as do. a niece and two nephews. 

William VanCampen passed away 
after a short illness, on October 21, 2001. 
He practiced anesthesiology at St. 
Vincent Hospital in Indianapolis, Ind. 
His widow, Betty (Barndollar '52), sur

vives, as well as two daughters and two 
grandchildren. 

51 WalterFittondiedJune23,
2001. He was a Presbyterian 
minister, retiring in 1986. A 

World War II veteran, Walter was a 
chaplain in the United States Army Re
serves for 39 years, retiring as a colonel 
io 1984. For many years, he was also a 
titate police chaplain. His widow, June 
(Scheidel '52), survives him, as well as 
five children, 12 grandchildren, and a 
sister, Annabelle Jordan '51. 

5 2 Milton Putnam, a retired
pastor, died September 13, 
2001, in Groves Center, 

Lake Wales, Fla. He was 79. A Wesleyan 
minister, Rev. Putnam served New York 
churches from 1952-1983. Survivors are 
his wife of 47 years, two sons-Thomas 
'78 and Bruce '79-a foster daughter, 
and six grandchildren. Three brothers 
predeceased him. 

54 

65 

David Rumsey died Sep
tember 28, 2001. His widow 
survives him. 

Sylvia Doane passed away 
May 26, 2001. She had been 
a missionary serving under 

the auspices of the Baptist Church in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo for 
nearly 30 years. Before that, she taught 
English and history in a girls' reforma-

tory in upstate New York and studied 
French at the Sorbonne. 

Phillip Howe died August 1, 2001, in 
his Dunkirk, N.Y., home. Rev. Howe was 
a graduate of the Boston University 
School ofTheology and served as a United 
Methodist minister and district superin
tendent for many years. Besides his wife 
of 52 years, two sons, two daughters, 
seven grandchildren, two sisters, and sev
eral nieces and nephews survive him. 

Kathleen (Horstman) Meier died 
September 16, 2001, at a hospital in Basel, 
Switzerland, after a long illness. Her hus
band, a daughter, a son, her father, a 
brother, and a granddaughter survive her. 

68 JamesWertpassedawayon
August 9, 2001, after a heart 
attack. He was a Presbyte

rian minister who served congregations in 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Kansas, and Okla
homa. His widow, Linda (Feller '68), sur
vives. 

71 
Alberta (Armant) Acker
died June 29, 2001, of can
cer. She was an administra

tive assistant for Accelerated Christian 
Education. She spent her life serving the 
Lord as teacher, secretary, and wife and 
mother. Her husband and six children (two 
of whom still live at home) survive her. 

88 Elizabeth Auser passed
away on August 17, 2001.

8 9 Nathaniel Durkee-Pollock
died unexpectedly on Janu
ary 5. He was a counselor at 

Wellsville (N.Y.) Central School. He is 
survived by his widow, Amy Durkee
Pollock '87, son Ethan at home, his par
ents, David and Betty Lou Pollock '63, 
two brothers, Daniel '90 and Michael 
'90, a sister, his maternal grandfather, 
and several nieces and nephews. 

To list an obituary ina future issu e of Mi
lieu, please send a newspap er cop y or 
church b ull etin to the magazine, in care 
of the co lleg e. Milieu is printed in Febru
ary, Octob er, and June. 
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Richard Mouw '61 is 
president of Fuller Theo
logical Seminary in 
Pasadena, Calif A 
scholar, philosopher, and 
author, Mouw serves on 
many councils and 
boards, including the 
American Jewish 
Committee's Skirball ln
stitute and the Interna
tional Justice Mission. 
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RIST 

A call to self-examination 
By Richard Mouw '61 

SUPPOSE YOU'RE A DEVOUT Muslim and have real questions about secularization in 
general. A lot of Muslims in Middle Eastern countries are frightened by the import
ing of some of the worst of our culture into their lives and the lives of their children, 
and we've got to understand that. 

It's not enough to say, as President Bush did recently, that we were attacked be
cause we're a beacon of freedom. There may be something to that, but we were also 
attacked because of deep resentments about what America is doing in the larger 
world by way of exporting cultural products that people find deeply offensive. 

That's the kjnd of thing that we're not hearing much dialogue about. I'm not 
saying the Jerry FalweU thing, that God is judging us. I think both Falwell and Pat 
Robertson-and I am an evangebcal Christian-responded with the worst sort of 

"Search me, and know my heart. Test me, and 

check out my thoughts. See if there be any 

Wicked way in me. 
11 

-Psalm 139

evangelical tones, and that is a self-righteous "We've been telling you how bad you 
are and you haven't listened to us and now God has lifted the protective shield." I 
think that's wrong. But this is a very important time for self-examination. Every 
church service, every synagogue service, every mosque service calls people to look 
into their own hearts and lives. I hope people can listen to the religious call to self
examination 

The rituals of religious communities that many people have turned to during this 
time have built into them the call to self-examination. "Examine your own hearts," 
the psalm says. "Search me and know me and see if there be any wicked way in me." 
Those of us who are Christian evangelicals are always going to say that there's got 
to be spiritual renewal, something's got to happen inside. 

Psalm 139, toward the end, says, "O Lord, I hate your enemies with a perfect 
hatred. I'm on your side." And then it's as if the mood changes and it says, "Search 
me, and know my heart. Test me, and check out my thoughts. See if there be any 
wicked way in me." And what we're hearing a lot now is "I hate your enemies with a 
perfect hatred." But we're not hearing a lot of "Search me and know my heart." 



Without the Annual Fund,
tuition would increase for each student, an in
crease that would put a Houghton education 
out of reach for many. 

Last year, the Annual Fund raised over $1.2 million. Annual 

Fund dollars provide: scholarships for students, free visits to 

Health Services, staff salaries, paint for dorm rooms, new 

equipment for the labs, and much more. 

Your giving expresses appreciation for your education, and 

it provides for today's students in the same way that others 

invested in you. Your gift also boosts Houghton's alumni par

ticipation rate, a "grade" used in college rankings, like those in 

U.S. News and World Report. Giving from parents, alumni, 

and friends is a vote of confidence in Houghton. 

On average, 29 percent of Houghton alumni give in any 

single year. However, our research shows that many give, but 

not consistently from year to year. If every Houghton gradu

ate who has made an Annual Fund gift in the last three years 

gave again this year we could top 50 percent! 

We are thankful for each gift given to the Annual Fund. We 

appreciate gifts by check, money order, or credit card. The An

nual Fund staff can also set up a payment plan for staggered 

giving or can provide information on monthly electronic funds 

transfer (EFT) or gifts of stock If you are interested in giving 

online, dick on www.houghton. edulalumni/giving. For more 

information, or to ask any questions you may have, please con

tact Annual Fund Director Annie Beekley at 585.567.9343, As

sistant Director Robin Ha at 585.567.9553, or annual.fund 

@houghton.edu. 
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You' re part of the family! 

June 14-16-reunions 
for the classes of '47,'52,'57,'62, and '67

July 19-21-reunions 
for the classes of '72, '77, '82, '87, '92, and '97 

The 2002 alumni weekends present a special opportunity for 
you to reconnect with your Houghton family. At a cost consider
ably lower than last year, these events promise to add a delightful 
dimension to your summer experience. Adults will bask in the lei
sure afforded by a weekend set aside to chat, swim, eat, and play 
golf at a nearby country club. Children will be entertained by an 
experienced and child-loving staff who are hand-picked. Come and 
help make the memories you and your classmates will cherish for 
years to come. There will also be special activities for alumni of 
United Wesleyan College. 

To register or for additional information, contact the Alumni 
Office at 585.567.9546. 
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