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College Expects Signifi-
cant Tuition Increase

11

The Luckey building.

SARAH SLATER

The cost of attending Houghton
next year is set to increase by three
percent, bringing the total to approxi-

mately $36,660. According to David
Smith, vice president of finance, the
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decision to ra'se tuition is a "board/

trustee level decision" and what the

trustees recommended was a three

percent increase of room, board,
and tuition. Data obtained from past

See TUITION page 3

National Sacred Honor Choir

Performs at Carnegie Hall

Carnegie Hall.

JONATHAN HARDY

As students returned back from

break last weekend, one group of stu-
dents did not look rested, though per-
haps some of them looked rejuvenated.
College Choir spent this past spring
break riding in a tour bus and perform-
ing in churches from Pennsylvania to

Virginia and back. From gospel music
fiash-mobs in King of Prussia Mall to
Carnegie Hall, the College Choir gener-
ally was described as a rewarding expe-
rience by participants.

"Overall I felt that this tour was one

where the choir connected the most with

both each other and the music," said se-

MEDIA. NPR.ORG

nior Heather Todd, afterward, this being
her third tour with College Choir. "Our
group devotional times became incred-
ibly personal and through sharing of
our connections to the text it brought us
closer as a group." The sense of com-
munity by working and sharing together

was not limited to music and spiritual
growth, however.

According to graduate assistant Kel-
ly Van Kirk, "Choir members stepped
up, above and way beyond the call of
duty all throughout tour." One par-
ticular situation arose in Philadelphia,
PA where the choir was singing at 10th

See CHOIRpage 3
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Biology Department to
Hire New Faculty Member

THOMAS ECKERT

The Biology Department is Interview-
ing to hire a new professor for the fall se-
mester of 2014, intending to fill the gap in

its staff after losing Drs. Matthew Pelletier
and Kurt Vandock. Pelletier left Houghton
fo Liberty University;Vandock, for a job

at Bayer.
"The hire in biology is a critical need

given the loss oftwo professors last year."
said Dr. Jamie Potter of the Biology De-
partment, "We have one ofthe largest ma-
jors at Houghton As we look to the future
of the biology department, a hire in biol-
ogy is necessary to meet the needs of our
students, majors and non-majors, in their
educational preparedness and to share in
our roles as advisors and mentors.

Having only three full-time faculty
members makes both teaching and advis-
ing biology students difficult. There are
roughly 100 declared biology majors. The
classes that most demand to be filled are

basic genetics, which is essential to a BS
in Biology.

In the spring semester 2013, faculty
in the department formed a committee
consisting of the biology faculty and one

member from outside ofthe sciences. This

committee, after receiving approval from
college administration, developed a post-
ing for the job. It was listed by the CCCU
and the Chronicle of Higher Education.

The committee collected a list ofthose

interested in the position. Each candi-

date was categorized as a "yes," "no," 01
"maybe" by Dr. Aaron Sullivan. Members
of the committee reviewed the teaching
philosophy, faith statement, and curricu-
lum vitae of each candidate to narrow the

selection from 30 to nine possibilities. The
initial culling is very easy. Oftentimes, ap-

plicants do not include a statement offaith
when they submit for candidacy. This
automatically results in their elimination
from the pool ofpotentials.

From here, the nine candidates' ap-
plications were parsed thoroughly by the
committee. Members looked through
written submissions and contacted the

references listed by the applicants. Aftet
scrutinizing the applicants in detail, the
members of the committee each ranked

them from best to worst by their own cri-
teria.

See BIOLOGYpage j

Baseball Team Heads to

Florida for Championship

AMANDA IRWIN

This past spring break provided
time for the Houghton Men's Base-
ball team to embark on the 26-hour

drive from campus to Florida to
participate in The RussMatt Central
Florida Invitational. The week-long
trip was an opportunity for the team
to build relationships between each
other and test their skills on the field.

Ten games were scheduled; however
one junior varsity game was rained
out. A total of eight varsity games
were played as well as one junior
varsity game for freshman and soph-
omores.

Up to this point the baseball team

had only participated in scrimmages.
The tournament consisted of mostly
northern college baseball teams and
was intended to provide extra playing
time for an otherwise short season. It

also gives players the chance to en-
counter scenarios that do not surface

while practicing indoors.
Having participated in the tourna-

ment two years previously, with a be-
ginning record of 1-7, the team is ex-
cited about this year's record of 4-4.

Pitcher and DH Seth Cornell, a
junior, remarks on the team saying,
"We have improved every year and

it's nice to see that we compete."

Coach Brian Reitnour says, "Thi
team was competitive in all the games

and this gives us a look at the bis
picture in order to move in the righ
direction for the upcoming season.'
Reitnour points to the two home run[

and two triples by freshman Tommj
Walker as just one example of thc
type of playing exhibited by Hough·
ton during the tournament.

The trip involved many activitiei
for the baseball team besides the tour·

nament itself. Just one example wa[
the parents' cookout that was held foi
family that travelled to see the tean
compete. Additionally, the team heli
a worship service for a time of praist
and testimony, spotlighting playen
such as Mike Kerr and Kevin Cassai

in which teammates were able to sec

each other in a more vulnerable light
They were also able to spend timc
bonding during a Washington Nation·
als and Miami Marlins game where
two home run balls were caught.

For freshman Joe Gilligan, th,
trip gave him just a small look at thc
camaraderie shared between the play·
ers. Gilligan says, "I thank my team·
mates for making this such a grea
experience."

This season's team consists of 15

returning players, 17 new players

See BASEBALL page.
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