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“Talk faith. The world is better off without
Your uttered ignorance and morbid doubt.
If you have faith in God, or man or self,

Say so; if not, push back upon the shelf
Of silence all your thoughts till shall faith come;
No one will grieve because your lips are dumb.”

Llynde Bros., - i Houghton, N. Y.




The soul of a child came to spend
many years in the Land of Gladness
and Sorrow. He held -the Violin of
Life with trembling hands, ignorant of
how to use his new possession and
thoughtless of what benefit or detri-
ment it would be to him and to those
who would listen to his playing. Upon
this most capricious and absorbing of
all musical instruments he might either
draw out the melody of usefulness,
which is ‘‘the music of the -world’’ and
which moves others to imitate his art;
or he might produce only the continued
discords of ‘‘miserable aims which end
with self,’’a disappointment to himself,
his life a cumbrance to humanity.
Like all violins, . those instruments
which no others can be compared in in-
tensity and variety of expression, the
Violin of Life sobs eloquently with the
heart ache of the sorrowing; or, with
the gay, it laughs with the trills and
roulades of happiness.

The first notes that came forth from
the fingers of the new performer were
wavering, unsteady. -~ They were ex-
pressive of the wonder which the Soul
felt at the strange, great world about
him. For some time his unskilled touch
filled him with no alarm lest he fail to
become a true musician; however, his
ear was gradually trained to notice the
imperfections in his music; for he had
masters who pointed out to him his
failures and taught him how to rectify
them. And lo! in time the Soul found
himself shuddering at his discords and
then he sought earnestly to bring har-
mony into his Violin of Life.

For a long time after the advent of
the Soul,the Land of Gladness and Sor-
row was tender of the new-comer. It
preserved his Violin from everything
fharmful or unpleasant, and the Soul
found nothing but joy in his new pos-

A FIRE-LIGHT FANCY.
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session. But such unmixed happiness
cannot endure, Though but a lad, he
found one day to his grief and wonder
that the string of love-was broken. He

was filled with anguish for he believed

that his beautiful instrument was
ruined. He played on the three strings

f faith, hope and ambition; but the
sweetest, softest strains were missing.
However, to his surprise, another was
found to take its place, and though he
continued to sorrow for the broken
string, in time the new one was ad-
justed perfectly and harmonized with
the others as well as the former.
Childhood is keenly sensitive to faith
lesions in a friend, even if the pain is
not long-lived. All through the years
the ‘Soul was thus saddened by the
breaking of strings; now one, now an-
other ; a few times even that of faith,
the string which is least apt to break,
but broken, the one that changes the
whole music of Life from a song of
gladness and peace to a dirge of dispair
and desolation. o

The Soul also learned that beautiful
as each string was in itself, that was
not sufficient. They must harmonize
with one another; ambition must be
turned to love if his life music was to
uplift his neighbor. It was often hard
for the Soul to lower the tone of one
string for the sake of another, but only
in this way could the whole be perfect.
Nor was this enough. He was not
alone in his playing, but only a part in
the great orchestra of humanity, and
many times he had to bring his entire
instrument into symphony with those
about him.

Moreover the Soul began to realize
that the attitude in which he approach-
ed the Violin of Life ran like an under-
tone through his music, and although
often unrecognized, weilded an influence




over the heurer. If he was thrilled to
his finger-tips with the joy of living
and a chance to play his part in the
general scheme, his music would im-
part these qualities .to others; but if

he was struggling with discontent and

unhappiness, his feelings would surge
through the broken chords into the in-
nermost heart of his listener. At first
he was satisfied to exhilerate him with
the brilliant variation and sparkling
caprice of joyousness; but as the Soul
grew older he saw that human life is
most moved by the minor melodies of
the serious. - His quiet, sober tones
made it thoughtful and the “indefinable
beauty of these sombre music-colors
sank deep into the heart of men.

- At iuntervals in his existence the
Soul experienced an exaltation which
came through the resonant strings of
his instrument. - The great Master of
Music seemed to instill in him a genius
of power which bore him beyond him-
self. Sometimes it impelled him to
bring forth the melody of brave deeds;
sometimes the Soul was freed from his
earthly limitations and dwelt in a glor-
ious upper region where there is no
shadow at all. Ay, the ‘‘undying
musice’’ of true living brings into the
most common-place life not only glimp-

ses of eternal things, but a content-
ment that is heaven in itself. And
when this ecstasy of happiness had
passed .and the Soul again found him-
self facing the troubles and disappoint-
ments which always met him, he knew
that he had been made better by that.
communion with the higher elements,

.and that
““That better self shall live till hu-
man time
Shall close its eye lids, and the human
sky -

+Be gathered like a scroll within the-
tomb, unread forever. ]
This is life to come,
Which martyred men have made more:
glorious
For us-who strive to follow. May I
reach
. That.purer heaven, be to other souls:
The cup of strength in some great
agony,
Enkindle generous ardor, feed pure:
love,
Beget the smiles that have no cruelty—
Be the sweet presence of a good
diffused,
And in diffusion ever more intense.
So:shall I join the choir invisible
Whose music is the gladness of the-
world.”’

THE SYMMETRICAL MAN.
By Estella Glover. '

The Symetrical Man is harmoniously
developed, none of his mental powers
are. trained at the expense of others.
He is not simply one-sided as Beecher
says, ‘‘Men are often like knives with
raany blades; they know how to open
one and only one; all the rest are buri-
ed in the handle and they are no better
than they would have been if they had
been made with but one blade.”’ . Heis
educated, refined, able to cope with
the problems of the day.

To he a symmetrical . man one needs:
to be developed in five special lines;
the educational, political, business, so-
cial and religious. A man without an
education is-quite unlikely to become
great in any line. He is handicapped
for life. Although some gifted persons
not having had the advantages of
school may and do reach commendable
success. Educate a man’s head alone
you have an infidel, educate his heart
alone you have a fanatic, educate his




body alone you -have -a Sullivan, but
educate all three and you have a sure
success. Such‘a man knows how to
make a tool of every faculty, how to
open it, how to keep it sharp and how
to apply it to all practical purposes.

" Next the symmetrical man is a poli-
tican; his duty to the state is always
an important one. First of all it is his
duty to appreciate the importance and
sacredness of governmental functions.
There are few things in this world
that appeal to him as so inherently
worthy of respect and honor. The
state is calling today and calling aloud
for men who can do things. This age
is too nervous and ' strenuous for the
honoring of blood or birth or the enter-
taining of doubts or dreams. In a re-
cent speech on ‘“The American Boy’’
Senator Dolliver said,‘‘We are not car-
ing today where a man is born, the
question is not, where does he live?
but, what can he do? No young man
can accomplish anything unless he him-
self is interested and wide-awake on
political questions. If there is some
évil to be suppressed, he is to take the
field against it. If there is some great
principle to be vindicated he is to be its
open and persistent champion. It is
well to remember that in a country and
in an age of constant political agitation

fallacies gain speedy headway through

the advocacy of men endowed with
little intelligence. but gifted with
powers of speech which make them
popular orators. Against their speci-
ous arguments and appeals™to passion
and prejudice must be opposed words
of truth and soberness spoken by men
who are trained to think closely and
clearly, and are able to draw up
great principles of righteousness in
opposition to the pleasing prom-
ises of temporary expediency. + To
leave the discussion of public questions
to professional politicians is not only to

shirk from a duty, but also to turn
from an exalted ptivilege. Let me
gay it once more, there is no higher
honor, no greater dignity to be won by
any man than that which is won by
public service. To have an important
part in shaping popular ideas, creating
public sentiment, determining the
course that governments should take,is
to realize the essential meaning of
“‘ruling,’’ to take a place among the
true nobility of the land, to exercise
the prerogative of royalty.

Then we find the symmetrical man is
a man of business. To be this he must
be farseeing, honest, upright and judi-
cious. Most people over estimate the
value of education, brilliance, sharp-
ness, shrewdness,which they think may
be substituted for a well balanced
mind and sound judgement. The great
prizes in life do not fail to the most
brilliant, to the cleverest, to the
shrewdest or the best educated, but to
the men of soundest judgement. When
a man is wanted for a responsible posi-
tion, his shrewdness is not considered
so important as  his sound judgement.
Reliability is what is wanted. Can a
man stand without being. tripped and
if he is thrown will he land upon his
feet?  Can he be relied upon under all
circumstaneces to do the right thing, the
sensible thing? Has the man a level
head? Has he good horse sense? Is
he liable to fly off on a tangent or is he
visionary? If he can keep cool under
all circumstances, if he cannot be

"thrown off his balance, and is honest,

he is the man wanted. Dr. Swift says,
‘‘He who adds to his property by false-
hood, trickery and dishonest methods
has made himself infinitely poorer
than he was before, no matter what
may be the result of his® speculation.
It is a good thing to get property if it
is gotten honestly, but to get property
at the expense of manhood, 1ntegrity.











































The Filimore Hardware Company,
Incorporated 1907 Fillmore, N. Y.

DAN HODNETT, President and General Manager
J. W. CURTIS, Vice Pres. FORREST HAYNES, Sec. and Treas.

Heavy and Shelf Hardware in All Its Branches

Builders', Painters’', Plumbers', Steam Fitters’,
Railroad, Mill and Factory Supplies.

ESTIMATES ON TIN AND. IRON WORK.

The Leading Hardware Supply House
of Northern Allegany.

O Do Not Delay, But Make Your Selection at
F. A. Phipps', Fill more.

We have a very nice line of House Furnishing Goods.

Kitchen Cabinets, Extension Tables, Dining Chairs,
Leather and Wood Seat Rockers. In fact can fur-

nish your house complete in the furniture line.
Window Shades. Special Sizes Ordered on Short Notice.
Cut Flowers for Receptions,-Weddings and Funerals.

Picture Framing in All Its Branches and Done in a Work-

manlike Manner.

We make a specialty of Undertaking and can furnish at-
tendance and anything needed for such occasions.
Telephone calls attended day or night.

F. A. Phipps, Fillmore, N. Y.



Houghton Wesleyan
Methodist Seminary

A Christian School Teaching
the Doctrines of Holiness
and Thorough Work.

Houghton Seminary has eleven teachers
and four departments—High School,
College, Music .and Theology. .The,
director of the music department is a
graduate of the. New England Con- o B
servatory of Boston and the oppor- 5 ‘
tunities oﬁ’ered in plano instruction
are of the hlghest grade.

If you wish to learn about the Christian
character of the school, the high in-
tellectual standard maintained and
the very low expense for board and
tuition, send for a catalog

James S. Luckey, President,
Houghton, - - 2T New York,




