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Fancher, Graffam, Paine Deaths 
Surprise, Sadden College Community 

'26 ZOLA (KITTERMAN) FANCHER died 
November 3 following a stroke in her home. At 
91, she still epitomized scholar­
servant ideal , 23 years after she retired from a 
30-year career at Houghton Academy. As a col­
legian, Mrs. Fancher had married her chemistry 
professor , Willard LeVay Fancher, in 1918. She 
graduated following the birth of their children , the 
late GWENDOLYN '43, and MAXWELL '49. 
Zola taught math methods , economics and ac­
counting at the college while her husband was 
finishing his Ph.D. at Cornell. After his untimely 
death in May of 1934, Zola finished teaching his 
courses, then began her academy career. There 
she added geography, history and Bible to her 
teaching schedule. Over the years, Mrs. Fancher 
housed perhaps 120 students in her home , some 
of them internationals who roomed there without 
charge. Until the end Mrs. Fancher traveled 
widely-Alaska , California , Georgia. But, ap­
propriately , her students traveled farther. Return­
ing from Japan just a few weeks ago, Dean Bence 
said that Zola Fancher was the person most asked 
after by alumni. Her association with the college 
and academy spanned 70 of their 104 years. 
Speaking at her funeral, academy principal Philip 
Stockin said a typical alumni reaction to news of 
Mrs. Fancher's passing was: "She can't do that ," 
or "she's supposed to be there forever. " Certainly 
her example of thorough preparation, devotion to 
Christ and duty , triumph over circumstances, love 
of people and life endures. Too , the academy 
named its then new women's dormitory for her 
during the 1983 centennial. Surviving in addition 
to her son are five grandchildren; including LA 
VAY SHELDON '69 and LYNDELL (SHEL­
DON '71) HARTER, and six great-grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. Memorial gifts may be made 
to Houghton Academy. 

EVERETT GRAFFAM, president of Buffalo 
Bible Institute from 1954-61, died October 20 fol­
lowing a stroke in his Ft. Myers, FL, home . Dr. 
Graffam presided over the merger of BBI with the 
Buffalo Bible Conference which led to a move 
from a Delaware Avenue facility in the city to the 
present suburban campus location. He also helped 
establish the 3 and 1 program whereby BBI stud­
ents transferred their credits to Houghton and, 
after a year's work , received baccalaureate de­
grees. After leaving Buffalo, Dr. Graffam served 
10 years as director of the NAE's World Relief 
Commission, overseeing relief and rehabilitation 
projects worldwide. At his death , he was working 
on a project to provide food for Haitian children. 
Before these careers, Dr. Graffam had headed 
production of a machine tool manufacturer in 
New England, been an executive of Club Alumi­
num Corporation, and served as business man­
ager of the former Barrington College. Concur­
rently he'd been active in missions , the Gideons 
and American Red Cross and, during WWII , the 
U.S . Coast Guard. Survivors include his widow , 

lillian ; a daughter ; two sons ; (Alan was an in­
structor at the Buffalo campus), two brothers ; a 
sister; eight grandchildren and a great-grandson. 

'43 MARGARET (WEAVER) PAINE died on 
November 3 while in an Olean, NY , hospital 
awaiting surgery . She was born in the Panama 
Canal Zone. A registered nurse , she moved to 
Houghton in 1960 when her husband , emeritus 
professor of physics Dr. S. Hugh Paine , joined the 
faculty. With one year's interruption she was a col­
lege nurse from 1966-78, much of that time serv­
ing as supervisor of the health center. Most recent­
ly she'd been charge nurse at the Houghton Nurs­
ing Care Center. Beyond her professional nurs­
ing , Mrs. Paine was an unstinting care-giver to 
young and old within the community. Survivors in 
addition to her husband include four children , 
CHARLES '54 and his wife GRACE (MC KIN­
NEY '54), SAMUEL '57 and his wife CAROL 
(HOOD '64), Mrs. Margaret Swanson , and Mrs. 
ANNE (ROOT '58); 35 grandchildren ; 31 great­
grandchildren; a sister; and several nieces and 
nephews. Most of these were present for the 
memorial service in Houghton on November 7. 
Six grandsons served as pall bearers. Memorial 
gifts may be made to Houghton College. 

In Memoriam 
'25 MARK BEDFORD died October 15 in 

Forksville, PA. At Houghton he was president of 
his graduating class. This was the first class to 
receive the B.A. degree from Houghton. Mr. 
Bedford received his M.A. degree from Teachers 
College , Columbus University . He was a high 
school science teacher and counselor. Mark 
received a "chair" from the University of 
Rochester in recognition of his many years of ser­
vice to the youth of western New York. He is sur­
vived by a brother, FRED L. BEDFORD '25. 

'42 MARIAN CARR died October 15 at her 
Canton, OH , home. She was 70. Born and raised 
in LeRoy , NY , she studied at Grace Theological 
Seminary after graduating from Houghton. She 
began her ministry at West Avenue Methodist 
Church in Rochester , NY, where she was youth 
director and assistant. Miss Carr was active with 
Rochester Youth For Christ in its early days. Hav­
ing a deep love for children, Marian joined Child 
Evangelism Fellowship and went to the Canton 
area to serve as director over five counties. She 
held many teacher training classes and Bible 
Clubs. She is survived by one brother and his 
wife; a niece; and a nephew. 

'25 ESTHER (HAYNES) COTT died 
September 4 in Jones Memorial Hospital, 
Wellsville, NY. A graduate of Rushford (NY) High 
School, she had taught eighth grade at Scio Cen­
tral School for many years, retiring in 1965. Mrs. 
Cot! was a member of the Monday Club of 
Wellsville, Allegany County Garden Club , the 

Seventeen 

Wellsville Golden Agers and the Scio Senior Sun­
shine Club. Survivors include two sons; three 
grandchildren; a sister; and several nieces and 
nephews . 

Word has been received of the death of 
WORTH COTT '37. He is survived by his wife , 
EULAH (PURDY '38); two sons and a daughter. 
Interment was at Houghton. 
'51 MILES CUMMINGS has died following a 
quarter-century battle with Lupus. Following ser­
vice as a tuba player in a military band in Europe , 
he sold instruments and taught music for a music 
store. He lived with a family in Corfu , NY, and 
made himself a medical expert , respected and 
sometimes consulted by physicians during his fre ­
quent hospital stays in the Buffalo area. Survivors 
include three sisters and two brothers, among 
them, Houghton German professor '50 ROBERT 
CUMMINGS. 

'40 JEAN (FELDT) GRAVLIN died September 
3. Burial was in Arlington National Cemetery . She 
is survived by her husband , ARTHUR GRAVLIN 
'43; a son; a daughter; and a sister. 

Word has been received of the death of ELLIS 
HOPKINS '18 on March 5. 

'51 BETTY JACKSON died August 13 of lung 
cancer. Her parents survive her. 

MARVIN PRYOR, who taught physics at 
Houghton from 1929-40, has died of a heart at­
tack in his Albany , NY, home at the age of 84 . He 
was to have married HARRIET (SARTWELL 
'36) NORTON two days later. Pryor taught at 
several institutions after leaving Houghton, and 
retired from SUNY Albany. 

'24 HARVEY ROBINSON died September 7. 
He was 84. Born in Waltham , Quebec , he was the 
youngest of eight children. Ordained in 1931 , 
Robinson served Wesleyan pastorates in Canada, 
New York, New Jersey , Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
Indiana. He retired in 1973 when he moved to 
Churchville, NY. Robinson spent the last six years 
of his life in Houghton Nursing Care Center. Sur­
viving are his wife, MARY (SHEA '23); his son, 
DAVID '63; a daughter, EUNICE (ROBINSON 
'66) SITZER: and one brother. He was prede­
ceased by four sisters, two brothers, and an infant 
son. Elders DANIEL HEINZ '46, Lester McClel­
land , FRED GORDON '50, FRED IRISH '53, 
and John Hartman assisted in the memorial ser­
vice at the Spencerport (NY) Wesleyan Church. 

'29 C. W. SALLBERG died October 10 at Lake 
Shore Hospital in Irving (NY) following a brief ill­
ness. Sallberg did postgraduate work at Cornell 
University. He moved to Silver Creek (NY) in 
1930 and taught high school level math and 
science at the school there , retiring in 1957. Mr. 
Sallberg was a member of the First Baptist Church 
of Dunkirk. Survivors include his wife , EDENA 
(HAYNES '29); one son; one daughter ; a sister; 
seven grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; 
one aunt ; and several nieces and nephews . 

Correction: In the obituary for Roberta 
(Molyneaux '29) Grange, the September Milieu 
failed to list Roger Grange, the Widower, among 
the survivors. We regret the omission. 



Eighteen 

Down the Aisle 
Keith & Rae Freeman '85 
Brian & Yvonne Hazlett '78 
Robert & Lisa (Weydman '87) Hobba '85 
Rob & Rosemary (Cornell '74) Kay 
Bob & Carmen (Ranalli '85) Morrison '87 
Eric & Denise (DeGeorge '85) Moyer '85 
Michael & Heidi (Mlott '84) Roof 
Raymond & Cassandra (Combs '86) Specht '86 
Mark & Janice (Kings '87) Stevens '87 
John & Nancy (Watkins '82) Sutton 
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Academic vice president Clarence (Bud) Bence held an alumni chapter meeting in Tokyo during his 
recent lecture tour of Japan. Left to right in the photo above are: Barry Ross '61, Wesleyan mission 
coordinator for Japan, now on furlough in California; John Tsutada '55, pastor of Immanuel Central 
Church in Tokyo; Benjamin Saoshiro '55, pastor of the Immanuel Church in Chiba and head of 
holiness pUblishing for Japan; Edith Buss, wife of SIEGFRIED BUSS '54, president of the Japan 
Evangelical Missionary Association and editor of Japan Harvest; CAROL (BACKENSTOE '68) and 
BUD BENCE '66; MARGARET (TYSINGER '59) ROSS, JOHN MASUDA '57, who coordinates use 
of the center for most Christian outreach groups in Japan and insures networking among them; 
RYUGO SHIMAZAKI '76, chaplain at the Tokorozawa Eli Center in Tokyo; JAY THOMAS '78, 
Japanese translator for The Lutheran Hour; and CONSTANCE (HUGO '75) MATSUMOTO, a 
homemaker whose husband is an official of the Japanese education department. 

BBI Alumni Plan 1988 National Reunion 

A DOZEN BBI ALUMNI met with Buffalo Campus dean 's assistant Deborah 
White during October to plan publicity and program for a national BBI reunion 

at the Buffalo campus next July , The reunion was given added impetus by the en­
thusiastic response of 64 BBI alumni to a May meeting (see June Milieu chapter sum­
mary update) , 

To celebrate 19 years of merger with Houghton College and to encourage BBI 
alumni to visit their alma mater, program planners met with the Milieu editor to help 
plan cover and inside features about BBI and the 19 years since melger for the 
March 1988 issue , After the turn of the year some 500 BBI alumni addresses will be 
added to the mailing list of persons receiving the magazine , and Mrs . White said she 
hoped many of the more than 500 addresses yet unknown can be recovered as a 
result of the publicity , She hopes more than 100 will attend the next reunion , with 
many of them being housed on the campus, 

Pictured above are the committee members, Seated left to right are : Joan Watson 
'64, Theo Zabriski '50, Ruth Butler '50, Deborah White and Betty Schauf '54, '80 , 
StandiQg are: Lorraine Danney '64, Joan Wood '60, Jim Allein '61 , 84, David 
Butler '70, Mary Duttweiler '57, Beverly Hayes '59, Larry '57 and Lucille Smith '58, 
(When two class years are listed, the second is for Houghton College.) 

HOUGHTON INN 
Eulogy to a Memory 

The passing of a Christian friend , a professor , 
or a relative is a sad occasion , a time for mourn­
ing, a time for reflection. But it is also a time for 
joy in realizing that the loved one is with the Lord . 
The loss of something less permanent and greatly 
loved is therefore occasion for true mourning and 
sense of loss: since that thing lives on only in memo­
ry or in old yearbooks. I refer to the Houghton Inn. 

The Inn was home to some of us back in the 
early '60s. It was rickety , the walls were thin , and , 
even then , the charcoal from past fires lurked just 
beneath the layers of paint. But we loved it! Those 
11 single rooms proVided solitude and escape , the 
comfort of sack time , meals cooked off campus 
(special emphasis on off campus), freedom from 
close supervision, and all the comforts we were in­
spired to create inside their walls. The Inn was our 
fraternity , 11 young men who made friendships 
that a lifetime has not broken . 

There was a special camaraderie. We shared 
our fai th and our food , our love and our clothing , 
and, of course , a brand of fun that was sometimes 
wild and wooly , but always the stuff that memo­
ries are made of. We called ourselves the INN­
MATES , a title originally intended only for our 
House League basketball team, but accepted 
proudly as a label of our common bond at the Inn . 

When food was cooking below, it was never 
long until someone was downstairs at the counter. 
For most of us , the Inn was the place to go after an 
Artist Series , football game or other special event. 
Who knows how many engagements resulted 
from the courting done at the only restaurant in 
town-The Inn . 

I believe I can feel what those who lived in Gao 
felt when that grand old structure came tumbling 
down. Knowing that the Inn is gone leaves an 
empty spot. It was treasured . It is gone . We will 
miss it. 

-Jim Buck '64 

Fire-gutted shell of the Houghton Inn was 
removed at the end of October. Owners are 
considering options for use of the property. 
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hi~hlANdER S~ORTS by William Greenway -
Men's soccer to 
NAlA playoffs 

Coach Doug Burke's soccer squad is 
again headed for playoffs after another 
winning season. They posted a fine 9-5-3 
record , and were declared the NAIA 
District 18 champions since no one else 
even finished with a .500 season . They 
now head for the area 10 playoffs seeded 
No .1 with the game at Houghton 
November 14. The winner advances to 
national playoffs in Wichita Falls , TX , on 
November 23-28 . 

A Homecoming win over Judson Col­
lege (15-2-1) was particularly interesting 
since Judson is coached by Doug's son 
Steve , who is building a mid-west power 
at Judson. 

Coach Burke's defense philosophy 
paid off again as goalie Tim Kangas had 
eight shutouts and allowed only 14 goals . 
In only three games was Houghton 
scored on more than once . 

Houghton 's soccer men journied to 
Midwestern State University , Wichita 
Falls, TX, to participate in their third 
NAIA national tournament November 
23-27 . 

At presstime the team had lost its first 
game to number one ceded Simon Fraser 
of British Columbia, then battled eighth 
rated Avila of Kansas City, KS to a 1 to 1 
tie. Eliminated at that point, the team was 
hoping to reach Houghton on Thanksgiv­
ing Day. 

Correction: Sports page copy for the 
September Milieu should have been 
credited to Skip Lord. 

WOMEN'S SOCCER 
First year coach Paula Maxwell was 

faced with a tough task-a really difficult 
schedule and an inexperienced team . 
The results were fairly predictable . They 
finished with a losing season of 5-8-1 . 
The bright side is that most of the losses 
came against toughest teams at the begin­
ning of the season and the team constant­
ly showed improvement in individual 
skills and team play with each game. 

The old cliche of "Wait 'til next year" 
seems to be true this time . The recruiting 
is looking promising with some strong 
players on the way. All the best statistics 
this year are held by underclass players : 
Sophomore Diane Matney in goal had 
8.6 saves per game ; Frosh Becky Keene 
led with six assists ; and Sophomore 
Janell Leathersich led all scorers with 
seven goals. 

BASKETBALL PREVIEW 
Both men and women are in rebuilding 

programs. Both have large practice 
squads competing for starting jobs as they 
face difficult seasons versus taller and 
more experienced teams. 

Senior All American Jodi Carlson will 
lead the women in search of that elusive 
winning season . One of the most talented 
newcomers is Jodi's twin sister Jacki , 
who is transferring to Houghton with All 
American credentials and high statistics in 
scoring and rebounding that will make 
them a formidable duo under the boards. 
They will be complemented by returning 
letter winners Ndunge Kiiti and Colleen 
Morgan . The guard spot is the deepest 
with four letter winners and five 
newcomers competing for playing time 
and startfng slots . 

The men's team faces the formidable 
task of a full NAIA District 18 schedule 
with 6'3" Tom Kirschner as the only 
returning starter. ,Junior guard Brad 
Starkweather and junior forward Geoff 
Stedman are being counted on heavily to 
contribute leadership as well as skills to 
this team . Geoff is returning to top form 
after missing much of last year because of 
a knee injury. The Highlanders open 
their season at the Roberts Wesleyan 
tournament where Roberts is dedicating 
its new life Fitness Center. 

Nine t. 

VOLLEYBALL 
Coach Skip Lord's volleyball team a 

finished with a losing record of 13-18. I 
had no seniors and nine of his 12 play, 
were first-year players . The season beg 
well when the injuries set in and seve 
key players as well as key games Wl 

lost. 
They did finish strong at the St. Jo 

Fisher tournament and the NCO 
playoffs , finishing third. At Fis~ 
Houghton knocked off two teams w 
had defeated them earlier, including 1 
host team. Diana Bandy was named 
the Fisher All Tournament Team as \A 

as All District First Team . Cindy Antisl 
made the All District Second Team. 1 
entire team will return for next season 

FIELD HOCKEY 
Senior Ndunge Kiiti led Coach WeI 

field hockey team to a 6-9 season. K 
who set a single season scoring a rec( 
of 20 goals last year , finished with 1 
career record of 39. Goalie Mich( 
Taylor has already set a career record 
eight shutouts in only two years. 
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Off-loading Jong-owolfed .teel for the new 111'1101 arts building on N OlH!moo 23 become a somber 
etlent In the abuncf! of cOMtructfon su~rlnfendQnt Jim ROM, who died of an apparent heart attock 
while hunting on the 21st. Roa hod WOI'ked steadily 01 HoughtonJor 801llllg Construc tion Company 
since 1985. o~eelng work on South HolI, .he Fancher Hall move and the IIl$uol ortl building. Yeo,. 
ogo he'd supervised work on ' he Stephen Paine Science Building, Irma Lambeln Hall ond Reinhold 
Campus Center when he worked for Decker Construction Company. He was a Ilfe/ong rf!IJidenl of 
Angelica. NY. 

Endowment income steady in market turndown 
Vice president for finance Kenneth portfolio is highly diversified and thai 

Nielsen reported that Houghton's endow- unless the downturn is protracted , longer 
men! income for the current fiscal year term income may not suffer. However, 
will not suffer this year despite the Oct- should the market not recover , outstand­
aber market crash. ing pledges to the capital campaign might 

He explained that the spendable in- be deferred and that could jeopordize 
come figure is determined in May and is construction timetables for the academic 
based on the previous three years of building and fine arts center. 
market experience . Market value of en­
dowment was $7.7 million at the time of 
the crash, and the planned income this 
year is $139,000. 

Nielsen observed that the college's 

TRUSTEE CARLSON DIES 
Earl Carlson, chairman of the college 

trustees' finance committee a nd a 
member of the executive committee, died 
of a heart attack at his live Oak , FL, 
winter home on November 7. A trustee 
since 1979, Mr . Carlson had recently 
retired as a managing partner of Chester 
M. Kearney and Co., Easton, ME. 

College administrators said of his ser­
vice, "Earl was a valuable trustee, a great 
help to us. He will be missed ." In addition 
to his service to the college, he'd been a 
prayer partner for the Youth in One Ac­
cord ministry , a Sunday School teacher 
and board member of the Easton Wesley­
an Church. Survivors include his widow, 
Helen; two sons and daughter, Jeanne '77. 

o-m'" CALENDAR 

10 Artist Series: The Boston 
"Nativitat" 

11 -12 Madrigal Dinners (Buffalo) 
13 Oratorio: -'The Messiah'· ...... '" 13 First day of cill5Se$ 

Cameralll 
8pm 

6:30pm 

18 Faculty reclllIl 8 pm 
19-24 Christian ute Emphasis Week: David 

P. McOoweD 
25 Faculty redtal: Susan KIotdJiM;h, Of9IIn 

8pm 
29 Artist Series: Sylvia McNIIIr, soprano 

8pm ........ 
1 Artists' Dinner and Gallrny Talk: 

Ken an<! lJnda ScMffer 
4 Lecture Series: '"Early Man's Entrllnce 

Into rhe New World,M Martha Symes 
8pm 

10 Young Performers' Concert 8 pm 
11 Business ch!llr lecture on YugosIavia.n 

Economy 8pm 
12· 13 Winter Weekend 

17 YoungComposers'Conam 8pm 
18 Lecture Series: "TodlIy'slslam," 

David Schenk 8 pm 

Library Computeriza­
tion Nears Completion 

What role do eight computer terminals 
have in the Willard J . Houghton library? 
They mean you will have to use the Vir­
ginia Tech library System (VTLS) in­
stead of the Dewey decimal card system . 

Installed in Houghton's library in May 
1984, the VTLS allows a user to access 
Houghton's book collection by author, ti­
tle. subject , call number, professor's name 
for reserved books, and course names 
for reserves. Currently 98 percent of the 
165,OOO-volume collection is in the data­
base. The rest is slated for completion 
over Christmas break. "We are just start­
ing to input our periodical holdings," said 
computer systems manager Nancy Harris. 

Students learn the system by referring 
to the two-page help sheets next to the 
terminal , or "they ask staff at the desk ," 
Mrs. Harris said . Students enjoy the 
"holding" feature of VTLS. When a book 
that is coded "hold" is retu rned to the 
library, a memo is automatically printed 
out to the student stating they may pick 
up their book which is walling at the 
library desk . This same procedure works 
for fines on unreturned books. 

Among many possibilities, future en­
hancements may include generation of 
overdue notices, keyword searching, 
alphabetical order printout of keyword 
search , and terminal access at the Buffalo 
campus to the main campus collection. A 
grant from the Pew Foundation bought 
hardware and software for the VTLS, 
and a New York State Regional library 
Automation Program grant got Hough­
ton's holdings into the VfLS database. 

OCLC, a cataloging subsyste m with a 
main base in Dublin, OH, will remain in 
tact. "Interlibrary loans will work the 
same; the VTLS doesn't affect this 
system," Harris concluded. 

A Surprising D es ignation 
According to the Christian College 

News, a report based on a National 
Research Council study of 839 private 
four-year Institutions showed Houghton 
College among the top 50 colleges in the 
nation for graduates who have gone on 
to earn doctorates in computer science. 



At Hom ecoming: 

Eyler, VanGorden honored, campaign launched 
Because of its "Renaissance" theme , 

Houghton 's Homecoming Weekend 
ranged from parade floats de'pieting living 
statues and play scenes, to a multi-media 
slide show about the college's $13.5 
million capital drive and a Founders' Day 
address calling for the reform of student 
athletics. 

Before the Founders' Day convoca­
tion, Dean Bence addressed nearly 200 
attendees of a prayer breakfast on behalf 
of the capital campaign. At the convoca­
tion, honorary campaign chairman, 
alumnus George Beverly Shea, sang with 
the college choir two pieces he's closely 
identified with~his own "I'd Rather Have 
Jesus," and "How Great Thou Art. " 
1972 Alumnus of the Year Marvin Eyler 
used his expertise in the history and 
theory of sport and career-long ex­
perience in physical education~ultimate­
Iy as dean of the physical education 
school at the University of Maryland-to 
decry the loss of perspective in bigtime 
college athletiCS. 

In "Death at an Early Age: the demise 
of the student athlete," Dr. Eyler describ­
ed the ideal of sport , enumerated the 
ways in which the priorities of today's 
athletic industry make mockery of those 

ideals, and enunciated correctives need­
ed to return collegiate athletes and 
athletics to, an honored role in higher 
education. 

Presenting Dr. Eyler for an honorary 
Doctor of Pedagogy degree, President 
Chamberlain traced his career from birth 
in Olean and being a staff member's kid at 
Houghton, to military service and a 
career in physical education. He conclud­
ed , "You and Kay are the parents of 
three children, all of whom are with us to­
day. Your busy lives together are solidly 
built on faith in Christ ... Houghton Col­
lege is proud to claim you as her own." 

Awarded a Doctor of Commercial 
Science degree was John H. VanGorden, 
a former railroader , then an employee of 
an Endicott (NY) clock manufacturer 
which became IBM in 1924. There he or­
ganized the testing department, served as 
a field representative and became a lead­
ing instructor. In the 25 years since his 
retirement from IBM, Dr. VanGorden 
has begun four diverse businesses, spear­
headed construction of the United Me­
thodist Senior Citizen Center in Bing­
hamton , authored three books and served 
higher education as a philanthropist and 
trustee at two area colleges. 

Twenty- one 

Queen Naomi 

At the convocation, the 1987 Alumni 
of the Year Award was presented to 
Robert and Joy (Titus '60) MacKenzie '60 
(see story on page 15). 

Named Homecoming Queen on Satur­
day was senior Naomi Woodmansee of 
Thompsonville, MI. She is an English 
major. Featured through the mild and 
sunny afternoon were a craft fair and 
"trunk shows" depicting scenes from King 
Arthur and Robin Hood. 

During the Homecoming banquet 
Saturday night, two generations of the 
extended Vogan family provided brass 
music led by Robert MacKenzie. He and 
Robert Vogan were members of the col­
lege trumpet trio from 1956-60, 

Dr. Chamberlain presented a cere­
monial first copy of DeoVolente , the bio­
graphy of emeritus president Dr. Stephen 
W. Paine, to him, and announced that 
nearly half of the printing had been sold. 
Author Miriam Paine Lemcio was hon ­
ored for her nearly five years of work on 
the book , and she signed copies for pur­
chasers after the program. The pastel 
painting of Dr. Paine , which alumna artist 
Anne Boyer Lepere created for the book's 
cover illustration , will hang in the Paine 
Science Building. 

Photos at left: Drs. Eyler, Chamberlain and Van­
Gorden. Bev S hea sings with college choir. 



Twenty.two 

Music students participate 
in national video conference 

Via a new satellite down -link and 
closed circuit TV, 16 Houghton music 
students and faculty participated with 
16,000 music teachers and students na­
tionwide in a Keyboard Teacher Video 
Conference on October IS. 

Houghton's Buffalo campus was one 
of 200 sites for this largest of its kind 
ever. Participants studied the question, 
"Is Independent Studio Teaching a Vi­
able Career?" Professors Huizenga , 
Boespflug and the students joined some 
70 other regional teachers and students 
at the Lambein Learning Center . Atten ­
dees received a manual on the business 
of piano teaching. According to Huizen ­
ga , the conference was valuable because 
it "considered the business aspects of pro· 
fessional studio teaching, a topic that is 
not covered extensively in music courses 
he re." Also, the conference gave 
students a chance to interact with ex­
perienced professionals. 

Huizenga said highlights of the confer­
ence were a five -member panel speaking 
from the national center in Ohio who an­
swered questions submitted from the vari­
ous sites, and "three junior or senior high 
school age national music contest win ­
ners performing their winning pieces . This 
lent aesthetic appeal to the conference ." 

Huizenga said that student comments 
have bee n positive , including commend­
ation for Lois (Lillie '56) Jones , a piano 
instructor at the Buffalo campus, for her 
organization of the conference. Lois has 
been a studio teacher in the region for 30 
years. 

RABBI TEACHES JUDAISM COURSE 
For the fourth year ru nning, Houghton 

College is offering a fall course on Juda­
ism, in the words of religion division 
chairman Carl Schultz, "from the per­
spective of a practitioner ." Under the 
sponsorship of a Jewish Chautauqua 
Society , Rabbi Donald Heskins is offering 
the three hour course for religion or 
general credit. 

MA play Is golng'o work wllh lOIle In It. There . hould beo trlongle jorsplce, mayM lOme religious 
contrOllel'$Y. To make It life-like ond encourage thought, there should be noflnol resolution of the 
story lines. " So reosoned composer·ln·resldence WIllfam Allen lost .pring when a .enlora.ked him to 
write a plav. Allen creoled the non-musical "A Play, A PloY~ In three acts. First produced/ora small 
audience lost May term , " was recast and played to larger audiences in October. Dr. Allen called It "0 
dream play~ with messages about "Chris tian love, about rights to opinions and about human/olbla 
in general. " Humor and WOI'd pla~trademarb of 3S )leal'$' worth of Allen musicals and 
operas-wereobundant. (Jone McMahon '61) Allen produced, Judith (Lynip '61) Brown directed. Ten 
student8, faculty and tow~olk comprlft:d the cast. 

Fuller, Jonathan recognized in leadership roles 
Timothy R. Fuller, director of admis­

sions and retention , has begun a second 
term as president of the National Associa­
tion of Christian College Admisssions 
Personnel, with members from 76 Chris­
tian liberal arts and Bible colleges in the 
U.S. and Canada . 

Fuller's duties include chairing ex­
ecutive committee meetings , chairing the 
annual meeting , giving direction and 
guidance to the eight-member executive 
co mmittee and to the organization in 
gene ra l. Under Fulle r's gUidance , 
Houghton College was selected to host 
the association's 1989 three·day annual 
workshop, which typically attracts 150 
admissions professionals from 40-50 
schools. His term as president runs 
through next August. 

Mr. Fuller also serves on the planning 
committee for a week-long enrollment 
marketing seminar sponsored by the 
Christian College Coalition , to be held in 
St. Louis next March . There he will teach 
several sections and hand le ad ­
ministrative details . Planners hope the 
seminar will attract three to four person 
teams from 16 colleges. 

Fol1owing a nationwide search, admis­
sions counselor Parker Jonathan was 
selected as one of 100 representatives of 
various ethnic backgrounds to attend the 
Lau sanne Committee for World 
Evangelism Leadership Development 
conference in Pasadena , CA, November 
12-14. Jonathan , a Seneca Indian from 
the nearby Tonawanda Reservation , said 
the all-expenses paid conference aims to 
plan Leadership '88 , a conference to be 
held in Washington , DC, next June 
27·July , where "emerging Christian 
leaders aged 25-40 will map strategies for 
world evangelism among ethnic com­
munities ." Jonathan says his selection 
resulted from his attendance at a Native 
American leadership conference in 
California last April , and awareness of 
Houghton Col1ege's efforts to recruit 
Native Americans. 

Jonathan attended Houghton in the 
early '80s, then did retail marketing and 
managed a traveling evangelistic team till 
last fall , when he returned here to com­
plete a B.A. in business administration 
next May. 



Twenty·three 

Chamberlain honored, lectures in China alumni chapter meeting (see page 11) . 
He was "impressed by the vitality of the 

Japanese church and its deep commit­
ment ," and discovered that Japanese 
evangelicals seemed to be more in­
terested in John Wesley and his ideas of 
church structure than are Americans. 
Bence observed a seeming inability to 
break into an indigenous theology , "to 
catch the essence of Wesley's doctrine, 
but be creative in incorporating it. " Ap­
proximate translations of western camp­
meeting songs caused him to wish for 
culturally Japanese church music. 

Citing him as "an educator of the 
highest caliber ... a leader in advancing 
the cause of Christian higher education in 
this country," Messiah College (Grant­
ham , PAl presented its 1987 Distin­
guished Alumnus Award to President 
Daniel R. Chamberlain October 17, dur­
ing Messiah's homecoming . 

Chamberlain actually graduated from 
Upland College in California in 1953, but 
that school was merged with Messiah 23 
years ago . Messiah's alumni association 
president, Dr. John Z. Martin, presented 
the award, tracing Dr. Chamberlain's 
career from faculty member and then 
president at Upland, to his years with 
SUNY. He called Chamberlain's subse­
quent eight years at Messiah "some of the 
most exciting in the history of the 
college," observing: "Never one to shy 
away from change , you were a powerful 
force in shaping programs that have con­
tributed to Messiah's uniqueness among 
Christian colleges . The integrated studies 
core curriculum and Messiah's Philadel­
phia campus are perhaps your greatest 
legacies to the college . . ." 

As Houghton's president, Martin said 
Chamberlain has steered a course of "aca­
demic excellence and financial stability," 
noted his service as chairman of the Wes­
leyan Education Council and on the de­
nomination's Task Force on Public Mor­
als and Social Concerns. He character­
ized Mrs. Chamberlain as "a good friend, 

a loving mother, and a gracious first-lady 
for the college you now serve," adding: 
"Your seven children stand as a fitting 
tribute to' a long and happy marriage." 

Three years ago at the invitation of the 
Chinese government, Dr. Chamberlain 
lectured on American higher education at 
Bejing University . This November 23-27 
he was again in China , this time lecturing 
at the Social Science and Economic Re­
search Institute of Shanghai. A West Ger­
man foundation sponsored the trip, and 
Dr. Chamberlain is using these experi- . 
ences in gaining background and per­
spective for his role in Houghton's pro­
gram of internationalizing its curriculum. 

Dean Benc;e lectures, 
visits Japanese alumni 

Remarkably lucid for a man who'd just 
traveled 30,000 miles and spoken to 
nearly a thousand people in a half dozen 
cities within nine days , dean Bud Bence 
offered impressions of his recent trip to 
Japan and his meetings with Houghton 
alumni there. 

Dr . Bence was in Tokyo and Osaka at 
the invitation of the Japan Holiness 
Association . Alumnus missionary Barry 
Ross '59, who lives in Yokahama, set up 
the schedule of lectures and preaching 
services for pastors and Bible teachers , 
several of whom are also Houghton 
alumni. Additionally Bence held an 

He said he wished that American stu­
dents showed some of the respect for 
scholarship he found in Japan , but noted 
that an educational system based on 
teacher authority , tends to make students 
see his lectures as truth dispensed rather 
than as ideas to be confronted in a joint 
grappling for wisdom. 

Bence was pleased to see that Hough­
ton alumni are well placed in Christian 
endeavor and that their Houghton edu­
cations have served them well. There are 
eight Bible colleges, but no Christian 
liberal arts colleges there , a situation 
some national Christians would like to 
change - with help from Houghton. 

Boespflug "brilliant, memorable" in breach 
When a labor dispute caused the Rochester Philharmonic to cancel its Homecoming 

Artist Series concert just days before the event, faculty pianist Dr . George Boespflug 
stepped into the breach, performing a concert one colleague called, "brilliant and sen­
sitive . He translated his confident command of the keyboard into warm communica- . 
tion with the audience . The 'result was personal ; a memorable musical evening." 

Boespflug had been scheduled as soloist with the RPO for a performance of Rach­
maninoff's Third Piano Concerto. Instead he performed works from a recital series he 
gave last summer in Spain at the International Institute of Music in Madrid , sponsored 
by a Madrid cultural foundation. A graduate of the University of Colorado and East­
man School of Music , where he earned his D.M.A. , Boespflug has been on the Hough­
ton faculty since 1985. The RPO concert has been rescheduled for next April. 



F IRST PLACE honors in the Third In-
vitational Adirondack Ceramics Exhi­

bition (Old Forge, NY) last spring, went to 
Houghton assistant professor of art Gary 
Baxter , for the cup a'nd saucer pictured 
on the cover. These pieces are now part 
of the permanent collection of William 
Miller Ceramics , Skaneateles , NY, donor 
of the prize. 

Baxter, who juried a seven-county ex­
hibit two years ago, has been exhibiting 
his own work since 1974. He will be ex­
hibiting 10 pieces in a show at the Adams 
Memorial Gallery in Dunkirk , NY, in late 
November from which he anticipates 
several sales. Asked how he conceives 
and produces designs , Baxter says it 
begins with a sketchbook in which he 

lasts most of the night." Since Gary uses 
tungsten film and matching lighting, day­
light would upset the color balance . 

Today among his former Houghton 
students are professional artists in com­
merce and industry and one who does 
public relations for a photographers' 
group. Asked what impact he envisions 
from the burgeoning interest in the elec-

Baxter Ceramics Win Award 
Baxter, who succeeded the late Mrs. 

Georgiana Sentz here in 1979, operates 
a ceramics studio from his home in near­
by Castile. A native of suburban Los 
Angeles, Gary came east as a high school 
senior. He earned his BA at SUNY 
Brockport and completed his MFA from 
Rochester Institute of Technology . 

At Houghton he teaches a "five­
sevenths load ," and observes , "I get a lot 
of energy and enthusiasm from my 
students. They're untainted by business 
considerations in their approach to 
ideas. " He's looking forward to comple­
tion of the new visual arts facilities in the 
spring. While there is a net floor -space 
loss, the volume and quality of space in 
the new facility gains practically and 
esthetically, and there will be some new 
equipment , including a wood-burning 
kiln. 

clarifies the shapes he wants to explore 
and makes notes on ideas for surface pat­
tern and color. 

"My cycle is to produce a body of 
work - 60-70 pieces during a two to three 
week period , then spend another week 
for firing , glazing and final glaze firing [in 
my reduction gas kiln )." Before he began 
teaching, he would produce 10-12 
groups a year. Now he's more likely to do 
Ihree. Baxter photographs his work for 
his own records and for submission to ex­
hibitions . A typical photo session begins 
"after the children have gone to bed , and 

tronic potential of ceramics, Baxter says 
he expects artists will use technical ad­
vances 10 further art. 
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