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Notable
Director

Hired for

Spring
Production

The English and Commu-
nication departments hired no-
table four-time national touring
director Kevin Leary to teach a
Theatre Workshop course and
direct Henrik Ibsen's play A
Doll 'y House in the spring.

The director, Kevin Leary,
said the course will cover a

wide variety of theatre skills.
According to Leary, students
will be involved in acting, de-
sign, directing, arts manage-
ment, stage management, the-
atre history, "and whatever else
we need to cover to produce"
A Doll's House. Leary says the
Theatre Workshop will be, "an

See THEATER page y
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CRYSTAL ZUVER

Ryan Spear, Director

of Admissions, has seen a

growth in first year student
enrollment, with this year's
enrollment at the highest it
has been since 2011. The col-

lege welcomed 300 new stu-
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Enrollment Continues

Upward Trend

FACEBOOK.COM/HOUGHTONCOLLEGE

This fall, the college welcomed 300 new students, 244 of those being first year students. This year's enrollment is the hightest the
college has seen since 2011.

"FULL LIGHT" BY TED MURPHY

dents this fall, 244 of which

are first year students. Cur-
rently Houghton's total enroll-
ment stands at 1,028.

Senior Clara Robertson

believes this is based on the

new addition to the school,

"I transferred to Houghton in
2013. There were about fifty
fewer students enrolled than

this year's incoming class,"
she said. "I'm sure a lot of it

must have to do with K-PAC

(Kerr-Pegula Athletic Com-
plex). As Houghton's athletic
programs and facilities con-
tinue to improve, I think the
school will attract a wider

range of students."
"Compared to recent

Solution Proposed
for Forest Concerns

ANNA WRIGHT

"And he shall be like a tree

planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in
his season, his leaf also shall

not wither; and whatsoever he

doeth shall prosper." This verse
from Psalm 1 is what opened
the report on Forestry Manage-
ment. This quote encapsulates
what the committee is trying
to do in regards to maintain-
ing Christian stewardship of
the land surrounding Houghton
under their responsibility. The
committee, an ad-hoc group
made up of sustainability coor-
dinator, Brian Webb; professor
of biology, James Wolfe; dime-
tor of technology services, Don
Haingray; and vice president
for finance and planning, David
Smith, who have put their ex-
pertise together in order to pro-
tect the environment surround-

ing the college. The forest is

well-used by students and fac-
ulty for bonfires, nature walks,
and exercise on the many trails.
From an outside perspective,
one might never know there
were any problems with the
way the forest is growing.

Essentially, the forest has
become overcrowded. The trees

are now so tightly packed not
enough sunlight is reaching
the forest floor, meaning there
is very little undergrowth or
new trees growing. This is un-
healthy for the forest because
in ten or twenty years when
the older trees die, there will be

no young trees growing to take
their place.

According to Webb, it has
not always been this way. "If
you look at pictures of Hough-
ton's early history you see
blank, empty land," he said.
"Because all the trees were

See FOREST page 2

years, the international stu-
dent population is the highest
it has been," said Spean "Not
including Canadian students,
there are eighteen new inter-
national students living on
campus, compared to nine two

LLJ

See ENROLL page 3

Greatbatch

Welcomes

New Dean

of School

of Music

COURTNEY WALTERS

This summer, The Great-

batch School of Music expe-
rienced the resignation of the
Dean of the School of Music,

Stephen Plate, and his replace-
ment by Armenio Suzano Jr.,
an interim professor of Music
History.

Concerns for choosing the
right person to fill Plate's posi-
tion were felt on all sides. Ac-

cording to Linda Mills Wool-
sey, Dean of the College and
Vice President for Academic

Affairs, they were searching
for someone who could con-

tinue to be a leader and serve

See MUSIC page 3



2 1 NEWS OCTOBER 2, 2015

/nternationa/ // Russia Airstrikes in Syria
ing. The airstrikes, however,
have caused concerns within

the United States regarding
Russia's motives due to the

location of their target.
According to CNN, earli-

er that morning a Russian of-
 . ficial in Baghdad went to the

U.S. Embassy and informed
personnel Russia would be

-UR having their airstrike thatmorning and the U.S. should
avoid Syrian skies. Russia

 i did not, however, give the
0 U.S. any information regard-

ing the geographic location
ANTHONY BURDO

of where they were planning
airstrikes.

DANI EATON Despite the U.S. deny-
ing their leave, Russia's air-
strikes bombed several cit-

Wednesday morning ies within Syria located in
marked the first Russian the provinces of Homs and
airstrike on ISIS in Syria. Hama. The cities affected
The attacks, according to were Zafaraneh, Rastan, Tal-
the New York Times, came biseh. None of these cities,
mere hours after Russian according to BBC news, have
president, Vladimir Putin been or are currently under
pushed the issue through the ISIS control or home to any
upper house of the Russian ISIS operations. These cities
Parliament early that morn- are instead said to have been

House reflects the story of aTHEATER #om page 1
woman who confronts the so-

cial structure of her day, and
upon not liking what she sees,
sets out to change it." Leary said
that with recent women's rights

immersive course in producing issues, the play will give us a
and making theatre." "flash point to talk about these

Douglas Gaerte, professor issues", but will do so free of
of Communication, said Leary political bias.
will be directing Ibsen's A Doll k Leary wrote, "I am anxious
House as a way to give students to dig into the story and provide
a "broader theatre experience". the description of humanity, to
According to Leary, 't4 Doll k raise the mirror in front of our

home to anti-Assad move-

ments.

Syrian President, Bashar
al-Assad, has faced criticism

and many demands to leave
office from the U.S. and its

allies. Russia, however, has

continually backed Assad re-
maining in power. Assad has
held the position of Syrian
president over the four-year-
long war that, according to
the New York Times, has cost

over 200,000 Syrians their
lives. According to the Wash-
ington Post, Assad, along
with his security forces, is
being blamed for the attacks
and crackdowns that have

displaced around 4 million
people. The U.S., along with
several of their allies, remain

adarnant peace cannot be
achieved until Assad resigns
from office. Putin, however,

defended Assad today by
saying he hoped Assad would
make "compromises in the
name of his country and his
people."

A New York Times article

collected audience, and begin
anew the discussion of how we

treat people in our society."
Susan Bruxvoort Lipscomb,

professor of English, said
the schedule for the course is

planned tentatively. Interviews
for those applying to the class
are planned for October 16th.
The planned audition date for
the play is November 30, with
performances planned between
February 5 and 7.

According to Gaerte, Leary

attempted to justify the at-
tacks by stating, "Russian of-
ficials and analysts portrayed
the move as an attempt both
to fight Islamic State mili-
tants and to try to ensure the
survival of President Bashar

al-Assad of Syria, Russia's
main ally in the Middle
East." The airstrikes caused

the deaths of 36 people, and
according to BBC, a number
of the deceased were chil-

dren.

BBC also stated the U.S.

was welcome to Russian

military action within Syria,
but if it was directed towards

ISIS and groups linked to
al-Qaeda. Putin, however,
defended the attacks in a

televised address by saying
"The attacks were targeting
Islamic militants, including
Russian citizens, who have

taken over large parts of Iraq
and Syria." Putin also con-
firmed that Russia will not be

sending troops into Syria and
stated Russia's role in Syria
would be limited.

is a professional director at the
University of Buffalo. Leary
said that he has been involved in

theatre for 25 years and partici-
pated in local and regional pro-
ductions, as well as acting in a
national tour in high school.

James Wardwell, professor
of English, said the workshop
had been taught a number of
years ago by former profes-
sor Bruce Brenneman. After

Brenneman retired, Wardwell

said the course was taught by

However, it is said that
Putin has both international

and domestic reasons for

involving the country in the
Syrian conflict. The New
York Times said, Putin not

only wants Russia to be
seen as a global power and
maintain control of Rus-

sia's naval station at Tartus

in Syria, but also wants to
draw attention away from
the conflict with Ukraine

and the country's current
troubled economy.

Secretary of State, John
Kerry, said the U.S. would
increase efforts in the co-

alition to stop ISIS and the
U.S. was prepared to hold
talks with Russia about

avoiding future accidental
conflicts between the two

air raid campaigns "as soon
as possible."*

Dani is a junior writing and

communication major.

part-time help, but was even-
tually suspended. Gaerte said
the attempt to bring the theatre
course back began last year, and
that the Van Gordon endowment

provided the funds needed to
hire Leary.

"I just think theatre is great
for an academic institution,"

said Wardwell. "It's an oppor-
tunity for us, as a community,
to explore significant issues and
relationships in a serious man-
ner.

WORD ON THE STREET
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'What got me to campus for a visit day
was the honors program, but what made
me want to keep coming back and
eventually end up going to Houghton
was the interactions I had with current

students and professors."
-Jackson Wheeler, Junior

"So I came for a late recruiting visit to visit
Houghton and I really like the atmosphere,
all the people, and the volleyball team a
lot. So I decided to come"

-Sydney Pow, Junior

"It would be the fact that

my sister was here, it was
really close to home, and
it's very similar to where
I live because I live in the

country"
-Anetta Snell, Sophomore

"It was in the middle of nowhere and

there were no crowds, it was a very small
college, also Christian."
-Brendan Lowen, Senior

"I was recruited to play basketball."
-Brandon Camacho, Senior

What

brought
you to

Houghton?

"I loved the atmosphere, it was very wei-
coming; the students were really open, the
faculty, just how things were laid out, it had
a presence about it. It's just a very special
atmosphere."

-Erin Salati, Senior

"My major, it's not found
a lot of other schools, and

when I visited with my sister I
really felt like everybody was
really accepting and wanted

me to be here. It's just a really

great place to study"
-Nathan Helmuth, First Year

"Houghton's art therapy program is
really good and they're one of the

few that has it around here, and I live
around here. So Houghton was a really

great school. I wanted a Christian
atmosphere, and the London Honors

program really sold me for being here.
-Abigail Taylor, First Year
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MUSIC from page 1

the students to the best of their

abilities, specifically in the ar-
eas of program renewal and
student recruitment.

After Plate formally an-
nounced his resignation in
May, Mills Woolsey informed
President Mullen, and they
began to discuss the best way
to take the next step forward.
"At that point we had just gone
through NASM (National As-
sociation of Schools of Music)
self-study for accreditation,"
Mills Woolsey said. "So we

ENROLL from page 1

years ago."
Seemingly because of the

currency exchange rate, the
college has seen a decline in
Canadian students. "The dol-

lar continues to go and the Ca-
nadians are being punished,"
stated Eric Currie, Vice Presi-

dent for Enrollment Manage-
ment. Currie also said the col-

lege is looking to to recognize
the financial situation, and

work out some opportunities
for next year's enrollment.

FOREST from page 1

cut, and when a forest is that

extensively cut, the way things
regrow tends to be very artifi-
cial. We have an even age forest
because they were all planted at
the same time. It's a product of
the way humans cut the Hough-
ton forest 100, 150 years ago."
The natural ecology ofthe forest
has been disrupted, and the For-
estry Committee is attempting
taking the steps to help reduce
the damage.

The committee's focus is

primarily on the overall health
of the forest. Many of these
necessary improvements can
be made through a sustainable
harvest plan. They developed a
plan to thin out some ofthe trees
in order to provide room for new
trees to grow, in addition to pro-
viding the already existing trees
with more space to grow health-
ily. Selective cutting, when done
properly, will benefit the forest
significantly, it will allow more
light to reach the forest fioor and
help the smaller, younger trees
to be healthy. The college will
also benefit by selling the timber
they cut down, with the revenue
they receive going back into im-
proving the forest environment.

In order to carry out this
plan of safe timber removal,
the committee has hired a New

York State Forester. Already, he
has done a detailed assessment

of the forest, creating a specific
breakdown ofthe different types
of trees growing, which ones
are growing well, and which are
not, as well as gathering infor-
mation on invasive species. The
forester will mark the trees to be

harvested, manage the timber

needed to turn over the leader-

ship in a way that would allow
us to complete that process
well."

According to Mills Wool-
sey, it was decided that Su-
zano would be promoted to
the position due to his capable
communication skills and his

attention to detail.

Priscilla Wortman, a sec-

ond year graduate student
studying vocal performance,
said she knew Plate before

she attended Houghton as
the Dean of her undergradu-
ate school. When asked about

how she felt about the position

Spear went on to say, "If
someone is saying they want
to be at Houghton, we are go-
ing to do everything in our
power to make that happen."
Currie said Houghton falls
within the national average
range of offering a 52% dis-
count rate to students and said,

"With students, it's all about

the final price. What am I go-
ing to have to take in loans and
pay out of pocket?"

According to Spear,
Houghton is constantly work-
ing on new strategies to bring
in prospective students. For
example, this year they are us-

company throughout the pro-
cess, and ensure the entire log-
ging process creates as minimal
a disruption to the environment
as possible.

The forester also identified

ways to minimize the negative
effects of tree removal, includ-

ing minimizing the erosion
caused by loggers, improving
wildlife habitats, and dealing
with invasive species. They will
also avoid disturbing the every-
day use of Houghton College
property.

Though no date has yet
been set for the timber removal

to begin, it will take place either
in winter or in summer. During
winter, the ground will be fro-
zen hard, which minimizes the

damage vehicles can do to the
forest floor. During summer,
however, there will be few stu-

dents still on campus, and will
minimize the disturbance the

logging process will make.
"This is a long term plan to

care for this part of God'sore-

'"

ation. There is no 'quick fix,
said Smith.

Smith also said once the

suitable harvest plan is set in
motion, it will still take many
years for the forest to return to
its original healthy ecology. It
won't happen all at once. The
plan recommended by the for-
ester will take place over the
next fifteen years, the first five
years spent as they mark, har-
vest, and observe the changes to
various parts ofthe forest. They
will then spend ten years letting
nature take its natural course

and carefully observing what
further changes may need to be
made. It will likely take many
generations of careful forest
management before the forest
is able to "take over on its own,

and produce as it should," as
Brian Webb noted.*

change from Plate to Suzano,
she said "To see this actually
happen was nice. He's a really
good fit for the school."

Suzano talked about his

plans moving forw'ard as Dean
and Director of the Greatbatch

School of Music. While keep-
ing the traditional feel the
School of Music has always
been important, they are also
looking to trending contem-
porary markets. Such markets
include the Music Industry
major, a bigger role for Gos-
pel Choir to play, and even a
Worship Arts and Technology
maj or.

ing technology to connect with
students and make them aware

of opportunities. A recent visit
email sent to 14,000 people
noted that 84% of those peo-
ple opened the email on a mo-
bile device.

In addition to technology,
the Common Application is
another way prospective stu-
dents to learn about Houghton.
"One way for international
recruiters and schools to learn

about Houghton is through the
Common Application. This
app gives Houghton credibil-
ity to these people who gener-
ally don't know that Houghton

The Music Industry track
is currently available strictly as
a minor, but Suzano is working
on the third and final step and
the projection is that mid-De-
cember, Music Industry will be
an approved major.

Within the next year, Suza-
no sees the Greatbatch School

of Music starting the process
to include a minor in Worship
Arts and Technology. The date
for this to be a major is un-
known at the moment, but the

work is anticipated to go into
making this a major as well.

This year the Gospel Choir,
which is led by graduate stu-

exists," said Spear.
On the print side of things,

the college is focusing on
making a good first impres-
sion to potential students.
They are making sure that the
eye-catching materials they
provide really provide a full
picture of what Houghton is
and what the college values.

Spear went on to say, "We
have a beautiful campus and
we're one of the safest colleg-
es in the nation. Nearly every-
thing that goes out of Hough-
ton has the message of value.
Everybody gets a personalized
acceptance letter. It's a labor

NEWS 1 3

dent Malcolm Bell, has be-
come one of the ensembles of

the School ofMusic, according
to Suzano. Although Gospel
Choir is outside the realm of

traditional conservatory-style
music, being ethnic-driven,
Suzano believes God is us-

ing this choir on campus, as a
ministry. Suzano said when he
attended chapel this semester
and worshiped with the Gospel
Choir, he was met with a "solid

block of sound, of anointing, of
joy, ofthe presence ofthe Holy
Spirit, and that is the product of
the ministry of Gospel Choir at
Houghton College."*

of love, not just a gimmick."
When it comes to visit

days, the "Highlander Preview
Day" is among the most popu-
lar for prospective students.
According to Betsy Rutledge,
Assistant Director of Admis-

sion Events, the average High-
lander Preview Day normally
averages 30-40 students and
their families, but this year
they are currently anticipat-
ing 200 students and their
families. Rutledge said, "This
needs to be a campus-wide to
ensure the best visit experi-
ence possible for this large
group."*

Want to write? Email

us at editor@hough-
tonstar.com

JOIN US FOR DINNER!

Brian Osterhus '89
Federal Reserve Bank, NYC
Explore with us the vocational journey of

. f Brian Osterhus, Houghton alum and 26 year
veteran of the Federal Reserve Bank in NYC.

 OCT 8,2015: SOUTH END DINING HALL iDinner @ 5:0Op / Presentation @ 5:3Op 4
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OCTOBER 5111 : BRAD SCHOOl WORKSHOP/
Bruce Campbell, Director of Graduate Admissions

at St. Bonaventure presents important information on 1.Iihow to get into grad school and fields your questions

7:30,Im-8:30ilm / location: Cliamilerlain 223
V------=-------=--------------=A

OCTOBER 19111 : ORAD SCHOOl FAIR
50+ Graduate Schools attending with representatives

ready to answer your questions about programs their

schools can offer you. Join us and learn more about what

opportunity could be right for you!

5:00,im-7:00,lm / location: Cammis Center
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Houghton Hosts A Conversation
with Joyce Carol Oates

LAURA JOHNSON

Today in the Recital Hall,
award-winning novelist and
Buffalo-native, Joyce Carol
Oates, will be hosting a ques-
tion and answer forum at 2

p.m. The well-known, seven-

ty-seven year old novelist has
published over 100 books in
just about every genre includ-
ing novels, memoirs, plays,
poetry, and short stories and
in styles such as horror, goth-
ic, mystery, and family saga.
Dean Linda Mills Woolsey
said, "Her work is vast and
various."

The event was made pos-
sible by a partnership with the
DavidA. Library ofWellsville.
Houghton alumni, Nic Gun-
ning, currently works at the li-
brary. He reached out to Oates,
explaining that someone ofher
stature coming in and talking
to the library's patrons and
community would be a rare
and warmly welcomed expe-
rience. When Oates' lecture

in Wellsville was confirmed

(which commences tonight at
7 p.m.) Gunning approached
Mills Woolsey about the pos-
sibility of having Oates speak
at Houghton as well, resulting
in today's forum.

Mills Woolsey, a longtime
reader and lover of Oates'

work, hopes students will

I
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Houghton's partnership with the David A. Library of Wellsville will bring award-winning novelist Joyce Carol

Oates to speak with students.

catch a glimpse of Oates' pas-
sion for the craft o f writing and
come to understand her work

in ways that enables them to be
good readers of contemporary
writers. She went on, saying, "I
also hope this will deepen stu-
dents' appreciation for creative
work that takes on challenging
subjects."

It is one of the aims of the

Houghton English and Writing
programs to balance the refin-
ing of the craft with opportuni-
ties to interact with those cur-

rently succeeding in the field.

For many years the English and
Writing department has invited
writers to come to the college
for students to learn from and

speak with.
Senior English major, Hope

McKeever, feels the depart-
ment is excelling in this ob-
jective. In the past year espe-
cially, she and many others in
the program have been inspired
and encouraged by the guid-
ance and readings of visiting
authors.

Speaking to an artist about
their work offers students a

fullness of experience that one
does not encounter through a
work alone. The authors typi-
cally studied by students often
tend be deceased, it all feels
rather secondhand. Professor

of English, Stephen Woolsey
compares it to the difference of
being told about music and ac-
tually hearing a musician play.
Luckily, there are still many
great writers who are alive and
willing to come visit Hough-
ton.

McKeever notes out of all

the short stories she read in

high school the one that sticks
out the most is "Where Are

You Going, Where Have You
Been?" by Oates, a retelling
of the pied piper which exam-
ines ideals ofbeauty and inno-
cence. "She can draw you into
a story unlike anyone I've ever
read," said McKeever, "That

is something I would love to
emulate in my own work."

Along with excellence,
Oates exemplifies hard work
and determination. The sheer

volume of Oates' literary con-
tributions is overwhelming.
She has published two or three
books every year for the past
forty years. She was once seen
in an airport sitting on top of a
bag-stacked luggage cart writ-
ing as her husband pushed the
cart along. Her tenacity and
productivity is an inspiration
to Houghton students.

Mills Woolsey, who finds
Oates' novels disturbing and
deeply moving, spoke to the
unifying factor of her body of
work., "The thread that runs

through... is a willingness to
look at dark, violent and pain-
ful experience with an honest
eye, while at the same time of-
ten managing to convey a sort
oftough-minded hope through
the strength ofher characters."

Oates' stories are cerebral

and copious. Her characters,
honest and compelling. Her
work, captivating, creepy,
charming, and hauntingly
beautiful all at the same time.

Milestone is More Than a Win for Webb
ALICIA NEEDHAM

On September 20, head
coach of men's soccer, Mat-

thew Webb, reached a mile-
stone of 100 wins in the

victory against the Nazareth
College Golden Flyers. Since
the win, Webb said, "It's
been fun to reminisce and

think about some of the guys
who have come through the
program all of these years."
Athletic Director Skip Lord
said, "Anytime you have the
milestone wins, in part it says
something about longevity...
but it's longevity with excel-
lence, longevity with sue-
cess."

Webb has been coach-

ing for twenty-two years. He
started his career at Hough-
ton working in the Student
Life Office in Student Pro-

grams and served as an assis-
tant coach for women's soc-

cer for four years alongside
current head coach, David

Lewis. Then, under Coach

Hornibrook, he was an assis-
tant coach for the men's soc-

cer team for seven years. Now,
he is in his eleventh season as

the head coach of men's soc-

cer who are currently 4-3-2
overall and 1 -0-1 in the Em-

pire 8 conference. In addition
to coaching, Webb is the As-
sociate Athletic Director for

the college and the men's soc-
cer chair for the NCCAA di-

vision. Over the years, Webb
has provided leadership for
the intramural sports program,
served as a former Empire 8
conference chair, taught class-
es at Houghton, taught as an
adjunct at other institutions
such as Global Leadership for
St. Bonaventure's master's

program, and has been a mem-
ber of board of elders at the

Houghton Wesleyan Church.
Webb always sets high

goals and standards for his
teann every season. Specifi-
cally, they want to win the
Empire 8 conference, qualify
for and win the NCCAA na-

tional tournament, and have
a team GPA of over 3.2 with

no individual GPAs below a

3.0. "I think if goals are not

set at a high enough standard,
they aren't worth striving to-
wards but they need to be at-
tainable...something [we] can
build towards," said Webb.

Additionally, as a team they
want to support other sports
teams on campus by attend-
ing at least one of their games.
Webb thinks it's important
for his team to be disciplined
academically, athletically, and
spiritually. Because he desires
to see spiritual development
among his players, the team
has mandatory devotions early
on Friday mornings

With regards to coaching,
Webb said, "The most reward-

ing thing is building those re-
lationships with the players,
seeing guys graduate from our
program. Becoming husbands,
becoming dads." The success
Webb has had is largely a re-
sult o f the time he takes to re-

late to his players. Senior Matt
Munkittrick said, "[He] makes
a good effort outside of the
soccer field to get to know the
players and that helps in prac-
tice and in the games as well."
During preseason, the entire
men's soccer team is invited

PHOTO CURTESY OF MA-THEW WEBB

Coach Matthew Webb has been coaching men's soccer for twenty-

two years and makes every effort to get to know his players both on

and off the field.

over to the Webb's house for

a picnic which lets his play-
ers know they are always
welcome at his home because

they are his "extended fam-
ily." Webb is often described
as a "player's coach" because
he cares about the kind o f men

his players become and stays
in contact with them after they
graduate to see how they're
doing. Lord said, "One of the

ways you can tell the impact
of a coach has on their stu-

dent athletes is how many
weddings they're invited to."
Usually, his summers are

booked with plenty of former
players' weddings for his
family to attend, so it's safe
to say Webb has made a large
impact on many of the play-
ers he's coached throughout
the years.*


