e Hou

ST

hton

March 20, 2015

Volume 111, Number 18

Houghton College’s
Student Newspaper

Since 1909

HOUGHTONSTAR.COM | EDITOR@HOUGHTONSTAR.COM | FACEBOOK.COM/THEHOUGHTONSTAR | TWITTER.COM/HOUGHTONSTAR | INSTAGRAM @HOUGHTONSTAR

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK:
ANDREA MELHORN |
FEATURES, P. 4

PRINTED MATTER PRESS |
FEATURES, P. 5

THe DeatH oF THE NigHT |
OrPINIONS, P. 6

RAINING ON THE
STRAIGHT PARADE |
OrPINIONS, P. 7

ARTIST OF THE WEEK:
ALEX HOOD
FEATURES, P. 8

Take Back the Night To Begin Tuesday

take back the|ni

Examining the psychological impacts of
sexual violence against women and men.

©

RACHEL WRIGHT

Take Back the Night, an
annual campus event dedi-
cated to speaking out against
sexual violence, will begin
on Tuesday. The event will
consist of panels, work-

shops, a coffeechouse, and a
march to raise awareness of
sexualized violence. Take
Back the Night’s website
states, “No one should fear
the night . . . or the day. Make
RESPECT the standard.”
This year’s theme, “Be-
neath the Surface,” will fo-
cus on understanding the

DESIGNED BY JORDAN SMITH, CAFFEINATED CREATIVE STUDIOS
Take Back the Night began in the 1960s in Europe and has since spread around the world in over 30 countires.

psychological effects of sex-
ual violence in the different
contexts in which it occurs,
such as church, workplace,
and home.

It will begin this coming
Tuesday, March 24th with a
coffeehouse, poetry reading,
Candle release, and print-
making t-shirts in the campus

center basement; Wednesday
will feature a short film and
panel discussion lead by
Title IX Coordinator, Nancy
Murphy, featuring Profes-
sors Ted Murphy, Kristina

See NIGHT page 3

Student
Juried
Exhibition
Opens

MARY CRONIN

Last Wednesday, March
18, the 26th Annual Student
Juried Exhibition opened
in the Ortlip Gallery. On
March 27, the gallery will
hold a reception at the exhi-
bition from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The exhibition will be open
from March 18 until April
16.

Alicia Taylor, Director
of Exhibitions for the Ortlip
Gallery, stated “The exhi-
bition will feature work by
current Houghton students
in a variety of media...
[including]  photography,
drawing, painting, print-
making, sculpture, fiber and
textiles, book arts, and ce-
ramics.” The works will be
juried by an outside artist
and curator, Sharon McCo-

See ART page 3

English
and Writing
Department

to Host
Connections

Weekend

ALICIA NEEDHAM

The English and Writing
Department is hosting a Ca-
reer Connections Weekend
tonight and tomorrow giv-
ing students the opportu-
nity to examine their career
paths by talking to alumni
from the department.

The six alumni attend-
ing the event are Rand Bel-
lavia, library director at
D’Youville College; Kres-
tia DeGeorge, News Edi-
tor, Alaska Dispatch News;

Samantha Lioi, Peace and
Justice Minister for East-
ern District and Franconia
Mennonite Conferences;
Dani Rizzo, Immigration
Attorney; Brenda Tremblay,
Morning Classical Host on
WXXI-FM; and Scott Ross
Wilkins, Director of Mar-
keting and Communications
at Luxbrush. The alumni
all graduated with degrees
in English and Writing at
Houghton and have a wide
range of experiences that al-
low them to relate to students
who are not necessarily Eng-
lish or Writing majors.

The event will from Fri-
day evening on March 20 un-
til mid-afternoon on Satur-
day March 21. On Friday, the
first session begins at 4 p.m.
with Career Stories from the
alumni. Then, on Saturday,
there are small group ses-
sions and a conversational
lunch in the Alumni dining
room. It is a small event that
is open to all majors which
allows students to network

See WRIT page 2

City Harmonic Headlines Houghton’s
First Accepted Students Weekend

BETHANY CHESEBRO

Featuring The City Har-
monic, Houghton College,
will host its first Accepted
Students Weekend, allowing
prospective students to experi-
ence Houghton before many
of them make their final deci-
sion.

The weekend, beginning
on Thursday, March 19 and
will conclude Saturday, March
21. Friday, March 20 at 8 p.m.
in the Wesley Chapel, Hough-
ton will welcome multi-award
winning rock and worship
group, The City Harmonic,
with special guest and recent
Houghton graduate, Taylor
Wilding ‘14. The performance
will take place as a stop on
their nationwide tour. Friday,
March 20 at 8 p.m. in the Wes-
ley Chapel.

COURTESY OF DAVE BRUNO

Friday, March 20 at 8 p.m. in the Wesley Chapel, Houghton wil
welcome multi-award winning rock and worship group, The City
Harmonic, with special guest and recent Houghton graduate,

Taylor Wilding “14.

The Admission Office
has put together a weekend
“geared toward providing ac-
cepted students an opportunity
to visit campus, meet other po-
tential classmates, and interact
with faculty and staft,” said se-

nior admission counselor, Zina
Teague. Accepted students will
arrive on Thursday evening

See STUDENT page 3
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INTERNATIONAL // Shooting in Tunisia Museum

ANTHONY BURDO

DANI EATON

On Wednesday, March
16, gunmen entered and
open fired on The Bardo
Museum in Tunisia killing
19 people and injuring at
least 20 more.

The museum, according
to CNN, is housed in a 19th
century palace, and calls it-
self “a jewel of Tunisian
heritage.” The museum hosts

| exhibits featuring art, culture

and history, marble sculp-
tures, furniture, jewels, and
mosaics dating from the back
to the Roman and Carthagin-
ian era, including one of the
widely known poet, Virgil.
According to Reuters, a
London based news agency,
the gunmen, dressed in mili-
tary uniforms, stepped off of
a bus and began open firing
on tourists. Two of the gun-
men then fled inside the mu-
seum with hostages.The two
gunmen inside the building
were later killed and are be-
lieved to be Tunisians, while
the other three gunmen are
still believed to be at large.
Their identities, as well as
their motives remain unclear.
Among the dead were five
Japanese tourists and visitors
from Poland, Germany, Italy,

and Spain, as well as at least
one Tunisian native, accord-
ing to Reuters. In addition to
the deaths, there were anoth-
er 20 tourists and two Tuni-
sians wounded in the attack.

While there is no solid ev-
idence linking ISIS to the at-
tack, many factors are form-
ing suspicion of the influence
of the Islamic State. The big-
gest factor causing suspicion,
according to The New York
Times, was the celebration of
the attacks by ISIS supporters
via social media which cited
a video released by support-
ers in December that claimed
there were ‘more attacks to
come.’ Boubakr Hakim, a Tu-
nisian militant, urged for the
support of the Islamic state
and claimed responsibility
for the assassinations of two
liberal Tunisian politicians
and warned authorities, “You
will not live in safety as long
as Tunisia is not ruled by Is-
lam.”

Another one of the larg-

est indicators of the Islamic
State’s involvement with the
shooting is, according to New
York Times, it’s emergence
as one of the largest sources
of foreign fighters joining
ISIS. According to The Inter-
national Centre for the Study
of Radicalization in London,
“Up to 3,000 Tunisians are
believed to have traveled to
Iraq and Syria to fight as ji-
hadists, more than any other
country.” While the country
has not experienced as much
violence as other nations that
were part of the Arab Spring,
it has experienced its share
of outbreaks and protests.
The Arab Spring, which took
place in Tunisia, sparked pro-
tests throughout North Africa
and the Middle East and was
a revolutionary wave of non-
violent and violent demon-
strations, protests, and civil
wars that took place in the
Arab world.

Despite Tunisia’s tran-
sition from dictatorship to

dictatorship, it’s recent
completion of presidential
and parliamentary elections,
and “ a peaceful handover
of political power from one
governing party to another,”
authorities have struggled
to handle periodic attacks
by Islamic extremists. Ac-
cording to CNN, in Febru-
ary 2015, Tunisia’s Interior
Ministry announced the ar-
rests of about 100 alleged
extremists, and “published
a video allegedly showing
that the group possessed a
formula for making explo-
sives and a photograph of
ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi.” Y

Dani is a sophomore communi-
cation and writing major.

WRIT from page 1

and have one-on-one con-
versations with the alumni in
their field. Professor Susan
Bruxvoort Lipscomb feels
that this event will allow stu-
dents to, “see what they can
do with English and Writing
Majors” because there is a
“wide range of possibilities.”

“[I] hope students are en-
couraged to pursue majors

such as English and Writing
and see that those are foun-
dational majors that you can
do a lot of different things
with” said Bruxvoort Lip-
scomb. English and Writing
majors prepare students to
have good reading and ana-
lytical skills which are very
important and helpful in dif-
ferent jobs. Rizzo,an immi-
gration lawyer, got her first
job after Houghton as a para-
legal because she possessed
creative writing skills even

though she did not have any
prior experience in the field.
Bellavia, library director at
D’Youville College, said,
“The combination of good
writing and problem-solv-
ing/critical thinking skills
is more attractive than most
liberal arts graduates think”
because “employers can no
longer assume that a candi-
date with a BA or a BS has
these skills.”

Often when applying
for jobs, students eliminate

themselves from the pool
of candidates by submitting
poorly written cover letters
and resumes due to a lack of
proper editing. However, “In
journalism, and probably in
other fields, a certain mini-
mum level of writing ability
is taken for granted, so sim-
ply possessing some skill as
a writer was rarely enough to
make a candidate stand out”
said DeGeorge.

Bellavia constantly writes
reports; white papers, a gov-

ernment or authoritative re-
port giving information or
proposals on an issue; budget
and grant proposals; and let-
ters of renewal or promotion
as an academic administrator.
Rizzo, however, drafts peti-
tions to the U.S. government
to request immigration ben-
efits on behalf of her foreign
national clients and their U.S.
employers. DeGeorge said,
“Writing is central to my job,
even when it’s editing other
people’s writing.” Yk

et et B

Last weekend, six members of the STAR staff traveled to New York City to attend the College Media Association's Spring National Co
staff attended workshops on topics ranging from writing feature stories, data visualization, and the value of photojournalism. Workshops were led by a mix of college
professors from across the country, administrative staff, and guest jounalists from the New York Times. In addition to the workshops, the staff attended both a web
and print critique of the STAR. They almost successfully snuck into the New York Times building. Maybe next year.

Photo: (from right to left) Tyler Ashley, web editor, Anthony Burdo, photo editor, Holly Chaisson, features editor, Hattie Burgher, future features editor, and Allyson
Murphy, opinions editor (not pictured, Luke Lauer, editor in chief) in front of the New York Times headquarters located in Manhattan.

T

llege Media Convention. The
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Lacelle-Peterson, and Paul
Young; lastly, Thursday will
have workshops led by the
Students For Gender Equali-
ty group with speaker Wendy
Baxter. The night will con-
clude with a march around

campus, beginning at the
chapel steps, and a candle
lighting in support of the sur-
vivors of sexual violence.
Organizing and leading
Take Back the Night are co-
ordinators, Luke Lauer ’15,
Connor Vogan ‘15, Kather-
ine Tomlinson ‘15, and Al-
lyson Murphy ‘16. The co-
ordinators hope this will be a
chance to combat prejudices,
misguided assumptions, and
the lack of understanding

concerning the psychological
impact of violence.

The workshops will be a
chance to engage in discus-
sion about sexual violence
within the in various contexts
and how to support survivors.
Tomlinson said the intent of
this event is, “Reforming our
approach and our conversa-
tion on this topic.”

The Take Back the Night
movement, of which Hough-
ton is just a part, began in

the 1960s in Europe and
has since spread around the
world to over 30 countries.
According to their website,
the purpose of the organiza-
tion “is to create safe com-
munities and respectful rela-
tionships through awareness
events and initiatives. [They]
seek to end sexual assault,
domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual abuse and
all other forms of sexual vio-
lence.” Events focus on rais-

ing awareness of sexual vio-
lence, providing resources
for victims, protesting rape
culture, pornography, and
the stigma against victims of
sexual assault.

Vogan said he is, “hoping
that this event as a whole will
open our eyes regarding the
seriousness of these issues,
as well as the role the body
of Christ can take in address-
ing these issues with love and
justice.” Y

ART fom page 1

nnell. McConnell is the Di-
rector of the Fosdick-Nelson
Gallery at Alfred University.

According to senior,
Merritt Becknell, a juror for
such an exhibition evaluates
entries and decides which
pieces will be featured be-
forehand, rather than judging
them at the exhibition. Beck-
nell is among one of the art-
ists who will be featured in
the exhibition.

Cash prizes for excep-
tional pieces will also be a
part of the exhibition. Some
of the awards and prizes an-
nounced at the show include
the Best in Show-Ortlip
award, the Paul Maxwell
Memorial Award, the Presi-
dential Purchase, the First
Gentlemen’s purchase, the
Java 101 award, and the Bob
and Rosalyn Danner Award.
Senior, Amanda Irwin, a stu-
dent leader of the exhibition
said while there is no theme,
the exhibition is an “oppor-
tunity for students to exhibit
and receive recognition for
the thought and creative pro-
cess of their work.

The general student pop-
ulation gets some exposure
to artwork created by their
fellow students in The Lan-
thorn, The Candle, and in
STAR features such as “Art-

ANTHONY BURDO

The 26th Annunal Student Exhibition will host a reception on March 27 in the Ortlip Gallery from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The exhibition will be open from March 18 until April 16.

ist of the Week.” However,
according to Irwin, this is a
great opportunity to get up
close and personal with high
achieving work made by oth-
er students.

Taylor added, “The in-
stallation and layout of this
exhibition will be student led
by the Ortlip Gallery assis-

tants who are thrilled to work
toward a powerful show, giv-
ing voice and recognition
to the strong ideas and pro-
cesses addressed in the works
selected.” A few of the gal-
lery assistants, such as senior
Alex Hood, will have work
featured in the exhibition.
Junior Rachel Wright,

who has pieces featured in
the exhibition, noted “I’ve
submitted work for the past
few years, but the juror var-
ies every year so you never
know if you’re going to get
work in. It’s pretty exciting
either way, and it gives us a
chance to experience a little
bit of what the professional

art world is like by framing
and preparing our pieces the
way we would if we were
submitting them to a gal-
lery.”

The exhibition is open to
the general public for view-
ing from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m,
Monday through Saturday in
the Ortlip Gallery. v
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and will stay through the week-
end, leaving Saturday morning.

Each accepted student will
have the chance to stay over-
night with current Houghton
students, view a movie in the
Kerr-Pegula Athletic Complex,
and attend The City Harmonic
concert. Following the concert
there will be an after party in
the Center for the Arts building
and all current and prospective
students are welcome. Teague
said of the accepted students,
“Overall, we want them to have
a chance to experience what it’s
like to be a Houghton College
student.”

Houghton offers many Visit
Days or Opportunity Days for
prospective students to have
a tour of the campus, attend
classes, and meet other cur-

rent and prospective students.
However, this Accepted Stu-
dents Weekend offers high
school and transfer students the
opportunity to spend a week-
end on Houghton’s campus,
while attending events to make
their stay more memorable.
Accepted Students Week-
end is unique to other Visit or
Opportunity Days because it
offers accepted and current
students the chance to attend
The City Harmonic concert.
According to Housing Liai-
son and Resident Director of
Lambein, Krista Maroni, the
concert is helpful due to a lack
of activities during overnight
visits. Maroni said, “I’ve found
that hosts often struggle to find
creative activities to share with
their visitors. The concert pro-
vides an easy way for current
and prospective students to
share an experience and con-

nect. Ideally the concert and
the after party can be a jumping
point for future connections.”

Maroni also mentioned
how the concert will leave ac-
cepted students with a “lasting
memory of their visit”. In past
years, Houghton has hosted
bands such as Jars of Clay and
Sanctus Real, so The City Har-
monic will add to Houghton’s
repertoire of award-winning
performers. Having The City
Harmonic  perform  during
Accepted Students Weekend
enables accepted students to
engage in an energetic, excit-
ing weekend that is different
from the typical weekend here
at Houghton. Maroni stated
“Prospective students are vital
to Houghton’s future and the
culture we want to create; this
concert is an expression of that
value.” Y
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Athlete

of the

JUDITH MARKLIN

Growing up in the heart of
Amish country, Andrea Mel-
horn ' 15 began her track and
field career as a high school
first year at Donegal High
School in Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania. She soon discov-
ered that she not only loved
the sport, but also excelled in
all throwing events. Once in
college, she continued throw-
ing weight and shot put for
indoor track; and hammer,
discus, shot put, and javelin
in outdoor track. Andrea has
qualified for Indoor and Out-
door Track Nationals every
season since her first year of
college. She has placed at
Nationals every year, often
within the top five, and holds
the school record for weight
and hammer. In addition, she
was picked as the NCCAA
Athlete of the Week.

While Andrea has a deep
love for track and a vari-
ety of other sports, such as
downhill skiing, she said that
it is the people who make it
worthwhile. As captain of
the Houghton Track and Field
team, she is constantly en-
couraging and supporting her
teammates. However, An-

drea takes it a step beyond to

VWeek
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AnNndrea Me 1orn

LUKE LAUER

Senior Andrea Melhorn holds the Houghton record for weight and hammer.

truly encapsulate the slogan of
Houghton Athletics: "Excel-
lence for the Glory of God."
As Cara Davenport ' 15, a
teammate and close friend of
Andrea's, puts it: "She consis-
tently improves and is always
making new goals for herself
and setting the bar higher. It's
encouraging and inspiring to
see the way that she interacts
with the throwers from other
teams, and her camaraderie

and investment in them epito-

More Than Just

College Town

RACHEL ZIMMERMAN

It can be safely said that
Houghton is not the biggest,
most notable town on the map.
Yet a number of Houghton
administrators want to make
Houghton, New York more
than a small college town.
Through a set of varied initia-
tives, they are hoping to make
Houghton "a destination," as
Rob Pool, vice president for
student life, put it, "for visi-
tors and guests."

This plan has already been
partially implemented through
the opening of the Kerr-Pegu-
la Athletic Complex (KPAC)
this past September. Pool ex-
plained that because of the
KPAC, "there are rich, varied
events we now offer that we
couldn't do before.” Athletic
director Harold "Skip" Lord
indicated the KPAC's capa-
bilities. "Obviously, the size is
a big factor. The flexibility of
arrangement and the ability to
break it into smaller or larger

units are plusses.”
Since the KPAC has been

mizes the team’'s mission of
outreach to other schools at
meets."”

Andrea would like to con-
tinue with athletics after her
time at Houghton as a colle-
giate coach. Her coach, Rob-
ert Smalley, has been "one of
the most influential people in
my life at Houghton," Andrea

said. "He is the epitome of a
servant leader and | strive to

be more like him. He is such

an example of what grace

built, a concert has been held,

which Lord noted "was twice

as big as any ever held here.”
There have also been twelve
high school and college indoor
track meets. Pool explained
that with the KPAC's size
and capabilities, Houghton is
"reaching out to section five
and six schools,”" which in-
creases the amount of people
who will "hear about the col-
lege, hear about this tiny place
called Houghton, New York."
INn addition to concerts and
sporting events, the KPAC has
also hosted youth events and
a Frisbee tournament. Over-
all, Lord said there have been
"almost 18,000 visitors this
year." Regarding future op-
portunities, Lord said "we are
looking at many different op-
tions ranging from athletics to
concerts to trade shows and
special events."

While the KPAC is bring-
ing in visitors and guests
through hosting events, Pool
has his own plan to bring in
new life to Houghton. Pool
is working toward a Hough-
ton alumni village, meant as
a place for "active retirees" to
spend part of their retirement.

should look like; he puts his

athletes first.” She wants to

coach because she sees sports
as "a tool to teach more than
just athletic abilities, but also
learning about others, your-
self, and God. You can teach
morals through sports."

For Andrea, track is not
just for exercise, but rather a
way she "experiences God's
joy." Realizing that she can
do sports for God puts so
much purpose behind why she

Here, they could play an ac-
tive role in campus life. Pool
noted the possibility of taking
classes at a reduced or waived
fee or even auditing them. Be-
yond this, they could act as
mentors, advisors, or career
coaches. Pool explained that
at such a stage in life, they
are often "at the top of their
careers, with vast amounts
of wisdom to share. Thus in
playing such roles, they could
create "a multi-generational
learning community," where
students could have "the com-
plementary benefit of older
generations."” Pool explained
that for students, "it's so in-
spirational to see flesh and
blood people who have had
the Houghton experience and
went out and lived.”

INn practice, the alumni
would likely be housed in the
flats. The inherent difficulty is
mobility for the retirees. The
flats have multiple floors, and
although the retirees are speci-
fied as "active," not requiring
constant care, stairs could still
be arduous. Pool is still work-
ing to find a workable solution
to housing, but he affirmed
his overall hopes for the idea.

competes, she explained. An-
drea credited part of this real-
ization to a program she did
in Spain during summer 2015
called Athletes in Action.
The purpose of the program
was to spread the Gospel
through training with Span-
ish club teams and competing
against them. At the end of
the program, she participated
in an ultimate training camp
involving 24 hours of non-
stop intense physical activ-
ity, modeled along the same
timeframe as the Stations of
the Cross. "Experiencing a
snippet of Christ's pain made

me understand so much more

about the deepness of Christ's

love for me on the cross.”
Majoring in Spanish, she

carries her love for athletics

into her academics with mi-

nors in business and sports
ministry. While she wants to
eventually go on to coaching
collegiately, she has some
exciting plans for the mean-
time, such as working for a
fishery in Alaska, as well as
trying out for the US Wom-
en's Olympic bobsled team
this summer. However, her
Lancaster roots still shine
through as she hopes to one
day grow old on a farm
making warm chocolate chip

cookies for her grandchil-
dren."*

Innovation Coming to Houghton

He noted other small col-
leges that had accomplished
a similar idea, and reiterated
his feeling that alumni would
like to be involved on cam-
pus in this way. "Many re-
tirees don't want to lounge
in the sun,” Pool explained.
They want an active role, and
"what better place to do that
than at your alma mater?"

Phyllis Gaerte also wants
to make Houghton a destina-
tion, specifically through the
RIVR Group, an organization
working toward reinforc-
ing Houghton economically.
They were responsible for
bringing in Three-Bums and
Addie's, and have hopes of
creating a new park by the
fire hall. "It's all designed
to make the area around 19
more attractive," Pool ex-
plained. The goal is a Hough-
ton "filled with thriving busi-
nesses."”

"It's a beautiful place,”
Pool says of Houghton. "Not
the scenery, the people.”
Lord, Pool, Gaerte, and sev-
eral others share a vision of
a thriving Houghton where
many more people can see its
beauty. *



