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LGBTOQ Conversation

College aims to improve discussion for lesbian, gay,

bisexual, transgender, and questioning students.

>1 "— _*ff ,*;

O#H* 41.

P

» [ 4%_55,- r *fwAl .

SYLVIA MORROW

Faculty and staff at
Houghton College work to
improve the campus climate
surrounding same sex attrac-
tion through a new study,
community voice document,
and discussion group.

Michael Lastoria, direc-
tor of counseling services,
emailed a survey to Hough-
ton students on Tuesday,
Nov. 4, as part of an ongo-
ing study to understand the
experiences of Christian stu-
dents who experience same
sex attraction and study
at Christian colleges. Las-
toria said this new survey is
"undergirded" by previous

research but is "more com-

v e

prehensive."” The study will
survey Christian colleges
nationwide, and Lastoria
said ideally it will follow up
with students multiple times
over the course of ten years,
"but we're shooting for five
years at this point.”

Lastoria said past results
have indicated that lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender,
and queer/questioning (LG-
BTQ+) students "feel kind
of alienated"” on Christian
college campuses while they
attempt to "make sense of
their sexual attractions as
believers.”

A component of the sur-
vey will evaluate emotional
health to explore whether
LGB students experience

“"some stress because of...
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the climate that they find
themselves in.” Lastoria
said he hopes this new sur-
vey will yield a more com-
prehensive picture of the ar-
eas in which students relate
feeling unsupported whether
that be spiritual, social, or
administrational. Previous
studies have indicated that
"mostly it appears that these
young men and women feel
that alienation not so much
from administrators or fac-
ulty or staff, but they feel it
from peers." It appears that
LGB students feel more sup-
ported by the gay community
than the church, and Lastoria
said, "we just felt that there's
something wrong there. This
is not quite right." Lastoria

said he anticipates first wave

results emerging from this
initial survey with second
wave and comparative results
to follow.

Lastoria also - along
with four other staff mem-
bers - offered his input to a
Houghton College document
titled, "Same-Sex Attraction:
Our Community VVoice." Ac-
cording to Lastoria, Presi-
dent Shirley Mullen tasked
Robert Pool, vice president
for student life, "to formulate

a statement for the college.”

The committee consisted
of Lastoria, Pool, Michael
Jordan, dean of the chapel,
Richard Eckley, professor of
theology, and Dennis Stack,

dean of students. They felt

see LGBTQ page 3

Discovering a Symphony in Silence

HOPE MCKEEVER

Imagine a room where light
speaks, shadows whisper, and
introspection reigns supreme.
For artist Charles Ritchie, this
atmosphere creates an inspira-
tional context for his life and for
his artwork. Ritchie arrived on
campus last Friday to present
his show in the Ortlip gallery.
The characteristically colorful
room filled with large pieces
of art was stripped down to its
core displaying small, detailed
prints, drawings, and journals.
They primarily depict scenes
from inside and around his
home in Silver Springs, Mary-
land. Senior Amanda Irwin, a
gallery assistant, commented,
"There is something very per-
sonal about the work that | find
to be intimate in size and sub-

ject matter." Ritchie invites the

see RICHIE page 5

A

----31/01/- -Y r

- - .-NLi'- :l= ;LJ__/ZL:

Tt = 5>*°

LUKELAUER

Anist, Charles Ritchie, displayed and discussed his art with students and faculty in

the Ortlip Gallery, Friday November 7.

ARTIST OF THE WEEK:
ABBY HARRELSON
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New Off

Campus
Mayterms

ALEX FISHER

New York City and Arizo-
na are just two of the locations
students can study off campus
this coming Mayterm. The
Art and Business Mayterm
that will be held in New York
City, has created a lot of buzz
within these two departments.
Kenneth Bates, professor of
Business, and Ryann Cooley,
professor of Art and Commu-
nications, said this Mayterm
opportunity allows both of
these majors to bring differ-
ent perspectives to the trip
and overlap both the art and
business worlds. "New York
City is the epicenter of both
the business and art worlds.
There is no place like it," said
Cooley.

While in New York City,
students will be studying about
the history of the city, visiting
museums, the Federal Re-
serve, and the stock exchange
in addition to having a shad-
owing experience based on the
interest of students. "In Febru-
ary when we figure out who is
going, we are going to send out
an email to the students to see
what their interests are," said
Cooley. "From there, we'll put
them in a two day long shad-
owing experience so they can
see what it is like to work in
the art business”

This trip is different from
past art Mayterms that have
been focused on art history,
photography, or drawing and
does not meet Integrative
Studies requirements; it is a
business, art, or communica-
tions elective. Senior art and
English major, Amanda Irwin
is interested in the opportuni-
ties that will come with this
Mayterm experience and said,
"I want to see people in the
field that | want to go into.
I've heard a lot of people talk
about it from the art side, and
it's really exciting."

Sign-ups for the art and
business Mayterm have al-
ready begun for business, art,
and communication seniors.
Sign-ups for juniors will open
on Tuesday, Nov. 18th and
Cooley suspects the course
will fill fast "We want to blend
the two majors. There are 18
spots open; nine for business

see MAYTERM page 2



