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Houghton-Backed Vocal Group to

Give Performance at Carnegie Hall

Past College Choir lineup, including new ensemble members WWW.HOUGHTON,EDU

KRISTINE NOLAN AND

GRETCHEN REEVES

Members of the Houghton Col-
lege choirs will be embarking on
a trip this spring to perform on the
same stage that esteemed musicians
such as the New York Philharmonic

and The Beatles have graced over the
years.

Led by Dr. Brandon Johnson,
The National Sacred Honor Choir is

an ensemble of Christian musicians

wishing to spread their faith through
music. The choir is made up of both
past and present students, faculty,
and staff, as well as other profes-
sionals and vocalists from around the

globe, with Canada, China, Morocco,
Vietnam, and Zimbabwe represented

among other countries. Accompanied
by a skilled orchestra and including
performances from professional solo-
ists, the group will perform at Carn-
egie Hall in New York City.

"There is no more venerated

hall in the world than Carnegie and
launching this new national initiative
at such a celebrated place as Carnegie
is both an honor and a sacred trust,"

Dr. Stephen Plate, Dean and Director
of the Greatbatch School of Music,

said. "All the music performed will
be done to the glory of the Lord by
people who join their God-given tal-
ents in honor of the God who is the

giver of every good and perfect gift."
In order to practice for the perfor-

See CHOIRpage 3

Upcoming Series of Parks to be
Established Along Genessee River

State functionaries at a site recently opened by GRW.

KRISTINE NOLAN

The Genesee River Wilds, a group
of community members seeking to
"restore, protect and enjoy" the Gen-
esee River, has plans to open up sev-
eral parks in Allegany County. While
still under renovation, one of these

parks opened near Houghton, in the
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town of Caneadea.

Courtney Waters, a project co-
ordinator at the Southern Tier West

Regional Planning Board and partner
of the Genesee River Wilds, has been

extensively involved with the proj-
ect. "In the last three years, our group

See PARKS page 3
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Second Annual "Make a Difference

Day" Promotes Student Volunteerism
till
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Houghton student volunteers

STEPHANIE FORD

Over four-hundred Houghton
College students participated in Sat-
urday's Make a Difference Day, serv-
ing at sites across Allegany County.
It was a day of sweaty hard work,
team collaboration, laughter, con-
versations about life and service, and

working with the heart to make a dif-

ference in Houghton's community.
This marks Houghton's second

annual Make a Difference Day. Phyl-
lis Gaerte, director of community
relations, said the initiative started

with the vision of Allegany County's
higher education institutes uniting to
practically serve the county. Gaerte

See VOLUNTEERS page 2

Houghton Music Faculty Attend

Christian Composers' Fellowship
DAVID SMITH

On Oct. 25-26, the national Chris-

tian Fellowship of Art Music Com-
posers (CFAMC) showcased works
written by various modern composers
and Houghton composition students
in a series of six concerts. This was in

conjunction with the CFAMC's 19th
annual conference, which has previ-
ously been held in other locations
throughout the United States.

Mark Hijleh, associate dean for
academic affairs and professor of
composition and conducting, said
that composition students had their
works performed during the confer-
ence while having the opportunity
to put on works by other composers;
"the value o f this experience for them
cannot be overstated." In addition,

composers from around the coun-
try and a few from outside the U. S.
who write music for opera, worship,
and formal concerts attended and had

their pieces performed by ensembles
such as Symphonic Winds, Philhar-
monia and College Choir.

Last Friday evening's concert
contained pieces by modern compos-
ers, almost all of whom were in the

audience. David Davies, assistant

professor of composition and theo-
ry, and Mark Hijleh both had pieces
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performed as well. Attendees heard
a wide variety of pieces, ranging
from Michael Daugherty's energetic
composition Niagara Falls to Mason
Bates' Mothership, a work incorpo-
rating electronics that was commis-
sioned by the YouTube Symphony.
The audience gave lengthy ovations
after each piece, especially noting
Kelley Hijleh's vocal accompaniment
to Robert Denham's Home. Kelley
Hijleh said that she feels the way she
can best serve living composers is
by performing their pieces, and "if 1
feel called to serve living composers,
I feel doubly called to serve living
Christian composers."

In regards to the conference's pur-
pose, Mark Hijleh said the CFAMC
gathers annually in different loca-
tions "to meet and hear each other's

music, pray together, discuss the is-
sues of our work and spiritual lives."
Mark Hijleh also mentioned that this
is not just an organization, but also a
ministry. The CFAMC's mission, as
stated on its website, is to "glorify the
Lord Jesus Christ and help build His
kingdom by encouraging Christian
fellowship among its members in the
context of their work and witness as

composers of art music."

See COMPOSERS page 2
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