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Myline ... 
(continued from page 21 

fro m winter hiatus to battle weeds and 
undisciplined shrubs. With 35 days till the 
fiscal year ends. campus managers ner­
vously eye budgets nearly expended or 
significantly overspent . 

But while the days leading into sum­
mer may be hazy. they aren't lazy . Col­
lege computer gurus invest hours in 
seminars and pou r over manuals purpor­
ting to explain new software - which pro­
mises 10 improve (and increase) the 
paper flow . Workmen on the new 
academic building press ahead with 
plastering, painting, ceiling tile and door 
installation , electrical testing and general 
cleanup, all of which must precede carpet 
installation and furniture moving. 

Milieu moves toward an early deadline 
with an excerpt from Jack Leax's first 
novel. Pastor Mike Walters' series on 
divorce follows up on ideas first address­
ed in Ihe Jan uary issue There's a look 
back at the now demolished "rec hall ." 
and assessments of their college ex ­
perience by four Class of '89 graduates 
(and the mace-bearing, senior-faculty­
member-fathe r of one of them) . A black 
student rediscovers the truth of J .S. 
Luckey's maxim thaI a t least half of col­
lege education takes place outside the 
classroom. and finds that Houghton has a 
way to go to meet minority needs. 

And your editor ponders how to ex ­
plain to readers that for 1989-90, the 
magazine will revert to its original four 
issues a year for lack of money- despite 
the second bes t-eve r ($ 13 .485, 
l,4SS-donors) response to the '88- '89 
volu ntary subscription drive . Actually , 
the per-capita response set a record high! 

What's happened? Rising postal costs 
alone (up $3,000 this year), matched our 
budget increase for the new year, leaving 
nothing for production cost hikes. Too. 
eac h new reCipient - nearly 800 over the 
past year - adds significantly 10 our 
overhead . They probably add to overall 
support too. but Milieu's role in that is 
hard 10 documen t. Several sister colleges 
are markedly upgrading their periodicals 
and budgets . Bul one prestigious univer­
sit y magazine . also feeling the fiscal 
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squeeze, has asked its VSF contribu tors 
to increase their gifts by a third. Consider­
ing that in terms of spoken and written in­
teraction, as well as gifts , Milieu readers 
are more responsive than ever, we regret 
this retreat. That's the downside. 

What's good about his decision? Going 
to four issues will prevent furthe r erosion 
of quality, maybe reinstate a couple lost 
goodies. The college expects to counter 
loss of one magazine with an additional 
issue of Houghton Headlines. Con­
ceivably this experience will accelerate in­
troduction of red uced cost desktop 
publishing. Whatever, thanks for your 
fait hful support by letters. articles for 
possible use, and for your help through 
the VSF . Have a great summer. I intend 
to, visiting with numbers of you in the 
sOllth, southwest and west coast who 
may seldom return to Houghton. 

- Dean Liddick 

LETTERS 
DEar Editor' 

It is abundantly clear that rad ioactive and toxic 
w<'.Sh! is all undesirable commoditv nor in its pres' 
0<111 condItion is there any proper place fOl it What 
""" are attempting to hide in OUt neighbor's back 
yard was at one time from the earth where it was 
harmless. Science has wrought upon it in such a 
way as to make It lethal. It Is up to science not to 
find a way to render it harmless 1I9<'in. Burying it is 
not the answer . Having let the genie OU t 0/ the 
bertIe let science coax it back in again. 

Sincerely. 
Chester L Osgood '34 

Dear Editor: 
1 was moved by Fran Carl's leUer in your March 

issue detailing her long· time involvement in the 
pro·life movement . Christians wno share her 
blitiefs on abortion ale provided with thoughlful 
SU99'!"stions of tangible means of protest . 
However, in response to her question "Are you 
politically active? Work to elect pro· life 
politicians:' my answer is "Yes I am:' and "To 
date. I have not. " 

I consider myself to be in the minority of 
evangelical Christians who do not lind it inconsis· 
tent to be politically "liberal" (I am a registered 
Democrat) and theologically "conservative." Alter 
glOOuatlng Irom Houghton. [ spent a year and a 
hall wOlking on the presidential campaigns of 
5.?n . Joseph Biden (O·DeI) and Sen. Paul Simon 
(D·IL) and on the re-election campaign 0/ Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg (D·NJ) to the U.S . Senate . All 
three are pro·choice. I did not share their views on 

Below (Ire (edited for Spclce) versions of the 
current round 01 letters re/(lted to nn(l Webber's 
J(ln uory "Perspectives" piece on abortion rescue. 
or responding to correspondence the pl'ece subse· 
quently generated. Because Milieu seeks to give 
(lttention to 0 wide ronge of topics . (lnd we believe 
o range of views on the abortion issue have been 
addressed Oller the last six months. these will be 
the lost letters we print on the subject . - Editor 

the abor1ion issue and often found myself sharing 
my dissenting (and extremely unpopular) views 
with fellow campaign staff members. 

Though the abortion view is very Important to 
me. I have nOt been able to force myself to be a 
$ingle-issue voter when [ share $imilar views on a 
majority of issues (the environment, domestic and 
social welfare programs, education, foreign 
policy, nuclear arms, etc.) with political call' 
didates I support (who tend to be Democrats and 
pro·choice) . 

r do not take thiS marter lightly. nor do o ther 
evangelicals who oppose abortion but sometimes. 
after much deliberation, cast VOles for pro·choice 
candidates. But let us never assume lhat God is a 
registered Republican. o r that it is a Christian', 
moral obligation to always support 11 pro·life can· 
didate (when they disagree with them on most 
o ther issues) . While I l«$p€Ct the rights 0/ Chris· 
tians to maintain the view that a believer should 
never support a pro·choice candidate (a view ! 
heard often In my years at Houghton). let it be 
clear that an evangelical's vote for a pro·choice 
candidate does IlOI mean they care any less 
strongly about abortion, family, or than 
those who bomb the abortion clinics. 

Dear Edi tor: 

Respectfully submitted, 
Neil H. MocBride '87 

With the abortion question continuing to 
gel1efdte emotional demonstrations of starkly 
divergent opinions. 1 wanllo comment upon Tina 
Webber's January artkle about Operillion Rescue 
In Atlan ta . 

Having gotten to know Tina when I was a 
sociology instructor at Houghton College In 
1974-75, r was pleased to read about her par· 
tlcipation in civil disobedience. It is a time­
honored technique which has been effe<:tively 
used to promote social justice in a wide variety 0/ 
settings around the WOI"Id . Christians have been 
getting arrested for their beliefs since the time 0/ 
Jesus. 

But I must disagree with Tina's views on abor· 
tion. Although it is clearly a tragedy. abortion 
should be an option for women whose life cir ' 
cumstances would make it a greater tragedy to 
bring a into the world . These Circumstances 
might include poor health , o r lack of ties 
to family or community. 

Operation Re!il:ue's position is that life begins at 
conception . But a truly pro·life stance would fight 
not only abortion but also war, capital punish· 
ment, nuclear waste. malnutrition and other social 
Ills. 

Also a t Issue is religious freedom . While some 
religions that abortion is murder. some do 
nor. Therefore. to make abortion Illegal on the 
grounds it is morally wrong is a breach 0/ religious 
freedom. one 0/ our most basic constitutional 
rights. 

Sincerely, 
Carol (Lepper) Christian '70 



Dear Editor , 
I must respond to Kathleen Boone's remarks in 

your March 1989 issue. 
She mentioned that preventing entry to an 

aborticide mill is "verbally and physically in­
timidating" to employees and "patients" She 
called rescuers "protesters" (a fake title , due to a 
misunderstanding of the rescuer's purpose to save 
babies rather than merely make a statement) and 
condemned rescuers for "civil disobedience" 
rather than condoning rescuer's biblical obedience 
to love our neighbor as ourselves (eg. , exploited 
mothers and their unborn children). "Project 
Rescue's tactics" (I think she meant "Operation 
Rescue's tactics) were condemned in her letter as 
showing disrespect "for the religious beliefs and 
civil rights of others." 

Kathleen has made a common mistake , stem­
ming from the Orwellian doublespeak of this pres­
ent evil age: focusing on the so-called rights of a 
mother and neglecting the civil rights of the un ­
born child who cannot speak for herself. No one's 
religious beliefs should allow a woman to torture 
her baby to death. The baby suffers im­
measurably during an abortion (see the video , 
"the Silent Scream"). 

Are so many pro-lifers inconsiderate of women? 
During my five incarcerations-all as a rescuer ­
I've observed this is not so. Peaceful , loving men 
and women are found paying the price of biblical 
obedience behind bars . . An estimated 72 per­
cent of women nervously entering an aborticide 
will admit they wouldn't be making that decision if 
aborticide were illegal. 

25 million babies are dead. legally murdered, 
due to our trying to change the law only by "legal 
means. 

But are we really breaking the law? Nol The 
Justification Defense-a legal opt ion for 
rescuers- proves a rescuer is not guilty of a crime 
or violation such as trespass if he is in the process 
of saving a life. We have been denied the right to 
use this defense by some judges. 

To be good Samaritans , we must act like abor­
tion is murder , if we believe it is murder. For the 
child's sake. For the mother's sake. If each mother 
should be the one to determine the mind of God, 
why do they so often accept Christ as Savior and 
gratefully change their minds at rescues when we 
show them how much we value their own and 
their babies' lives? An exploited mother is in no 
position to make a moral choice. 

Finally, please don't be quick to believe the 
pressured news media or all police reports. Some­
times they have actua lly lied to make us look 
violent. After over a dozen rescues , the on ly 
violence or tasteless ye lling was done by "pr~­
choice" groups or (rarely) by police. Rescuers are 
totally non-violent. 

Please remember this: we must beware of talk 
that tries to sidetrack us from the real issue: babies 
are being killed. The issue is not civil disobedience 
or "women's rights." Think and pray about it. 

In Christ for Life, 
Ralph Traphagen '87 

CAMp-US NEWS 

Commencement VIPs I. to r.: Drs. Ditmer, Coords, Hestenes, 
Chamberlain_ Above right: Ms. Trexler, Ms. Burns, ROTC grads 

"Build a Life," Hestenes Urged '89 Grads 

EASTERN COLLEGE PRESIDENT Dr. Roberta Hestenes' address, "God , Giants 
and Grasshoppers," considered the biblical Israelites' journey from Egypt to the 

Promised Land as a metaphor for graduates moving from college to "the real world." 
Christians move from oppression-realization that we live in a fallen world hostile to 
God , to acceptance of God's deliverance through Christ. Celebration of God's power 
follows , succeeded by the wilderness- "a time of blessing and learning , of getting from 
here two there." 

Entrance into the promised land is predicated on response to challenge , Dr. 
Hestenes continued . The world's "giants" are real enough-increased secularization, 
technological change , global interdependence, growing disparity between haves and 
have-nots. But unlike the majority report of Israel's spies in Caanan, Christians 
needn't see themselves as grasshoppers in the face of these challenges if they rely on 
the promise , power and presence of God. Emphasizing the importance of being over 
dOing , she concluded , "be people with courage, not timidity , people who respond 
with faith, not fear , respond to challenge with commitment. Build a life, enjoy the 
journey. " 

President Chamberlain , returned from sabbatical leave for commencement day , 
presented honorary degrees to Dr . Hestenes (Litt.D) , to baccalaureate speaker and 
Salvation Army commissioner Stanley Ditmer (D.O.) and to emeritus Fisher Price 
Toys president Henry Coords (D.C.S). In other commencement related activities, 
senior class president William McLeod announced the class gift as flood lighting for 
Fancher bell tower , to be installed over the summer. 

Valedictorian for the class is Laurel Trexler , daughter of faculty members Dr. 
Frederick and Valerie (Bock '64) Trexler '64. Miss Trexler completed her B.A. with a 
grade point average of 3.957, majoring in writing, minoring in French , Bible and 
linguistics. Salutatorian is Julie Burns of Cherry Hill , NJ. Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilmer Burns , she earned her B.S . with a 3.921 average, majoring in elementary 
education and psychology. Both women graduated after three years of study. There 
were 41 other honor graduates. 

Earlier in the day two seniors were inducted as second lieutenants into the United 
States Army , having completed ROTC training. They are: Alicia J. Clemons of Buf­
falo , and William C. Repke of Chagrin Falls , OH. 
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CAPHE grant advances Buffalo project programs , in its urban semester offerings , 
and for performance and exhibition in 
music and art. While Buffalo TV cameras rolled , act­

ing Houghton College president c.L. 
Bence told assembled media at St. Mary 
of Sorrows Church · that Houghton Col­
lege has received half of a $32,514 
matching grant from the Washington, DC, 
based Consortium for the Advancement 
of Private Higher Education (CAPHE) to 
finance an outreach education and com­
munity service program based on 
Buffalo's lower East Side . 

Bence said that over the next two years 
the college proposes to develop a three­
part program using facilities in the church 
at Genesee and Rich Streets, now being 
renovated as a community landmark and 
center by Sacred Sites, Inc. Included will 
be an early childhood center designed to 
provide training , research and consulting 
services and resources for other care pro­
viders. Second will be a special tutoring 

EXCELLENCE RECOGNIZED 
Each spring the college student senate 

makes excellence awards to students for 
outstanding contributions to campus life 
in academic and extracurricular activities , 
and for personal and leadership qualities. 

Awards are also presented to staff , 
faculty and administrative represen­
tatives. This year's winners in the later 
categories were (I. to r. above): staff­
women's baske tball / volleyball coach 
Harold (Skip) Lord '80 ; faculty - fine arts 
division acting chairman Dr. Ben King ; 
administration-academic dean and act­
ing president Dr. c.L. Bence '66 . 

Dr. Bence (center) explainedCAPHEgranttopress 

program for local students in grades 4-8 
in the areas of mathematics and science 
enabling them to gain skills and establish 
interests which will be essential for suc­
cess in these areas . Third will be a continu­
ing education program for clergy and laity. 

Additionally the facilities will be used in 
the college's biblical and religious studies 
undergraduate and proposed graduate 

Informing the college of its award , 
CAPHE's acting president , Richardson 
Love , wrote ; "We were impressed by the 
design of your project and the nature of 
the institution 's commitment. " The 
math / science tutorial program will use an 
audiographic computer to enable college 
students 60 miles away in Houghton to 
serve as tutors. A pilot project is now 
operational , but the full program will 
begin in the fall of 1990. 

Dr. Charles Massey , who will direct the 
new programs, said that the grant's terms 
require Houghton College to match 
CAPHE's award dollar for dollar. The 
college will solicit Buffalo area founda­
tions which have funded other Houghton 
projects for this money. The balance of 
the grant will be awarded upon comple­
tion of the match. 

From surf casting to enlarging the raspberry patch: 

Two faculty begin sabbaticals, four depart 
Th e commencement recessional 

marked the beginning of semester-long 
sabbaticals for two faculty members . 

Business administration professor 
David W. Frasier begins his leave with 
study for his Ph.D. comprehensive ex­
ams. Once those are out of the way he 
expects to accelerate his readings toward 
a start on his doctoral thesis , probably in 
the area of U.S . corporate strategies in 
the People's Republic of China . Frasier 
led a Houghton study tour in China last 
summer and established contacts with sev­
eral American and Hong Kong business­
men which he expects will be helpful now. 

He's completed most of his course­
work, but will be taking a capstone class 
in December . Frasier is working with a 
cluster study group in Washington , DC, 
toward the degree from Nova University 
of Ft. Lauderdale , FL. He hopes to com­
plete the doctorate in 1991 . 

In addition to the academic work , 
Dave hopes to further promote their 
19th-century bed and breakfast home 
near Wiscoy Fails , and undertake projects 

ranging from remodeling a barn into garage 
space to enlarging the raspberry patch . 

Poet-in-residence and English teacher 
John Leax began his sabbatical by com­
pleting his chapter on Thomas Merton for 
the forthcoming book- Who to Read and 
Why - to be published by The Chrystom 
Society , whose 20 writer-members are 
preparing essays about deceased authors 
influential in their own spiritual and 
creative development. The group is af­
filiated with the Milton Center of Friends 
University . 

Leax was disappointed that the spring 
course for highschoolers he'd volunteer­
ed to help direct was cancelled for lack of 
enrollment. The course would have con­
sidered the impact of nuclear energy and 
its wastes on rural Allegany County . He 
chooses to believe that crowded spring 
calendars , not apathy , lay behind the 
minimal response. 

Leax has two main sabbatical projects: 
manuscript preparation of poems he's 
already written for possible publication , 
and to finish a sequence of narrative 



ARBOR DAY RENEWAL 
"Other holidllYS repose upon the past: ATbeI'Day 

proposes for the future" said J . Sterling Morton, the 
day's originlltor, 100 years ago. Houghton's fourth 
"modem erliH Arbor Day attracted 96 !ocully. staff , 
oominlsfration . and communily volunTeers woo 
contributed 350 hours to campus cleanup, spruce· 
up and planting on May 4. (Similar events 50 yea.s 
ago sometimes Included excavating fOf new 
buildings.) 

The college is a lso exploring extending 
the microwave two·way TV link between 
the main and West Seneca campuses to 
the St. Mary of Sorrows site. An anony­
mous Buffalo foundation has contributed 
$24 ,000 toward underwriting this goal. 

Three recent developments enhance 
the college's opportunity and ability to ex­
ecute the new programs. First is receipt of 
the $24,000 foundation grant. Second is 
an expression of interest by NYNEX to 
assist the college with developing its ex­
tended communications system with an 
eye toward establishing a prototype 
distance education center to serve at-risk 
urban elementary students. Third is in­
terest by the New York Slate Education 
Department Center for Learning T ech­
nologies Policy Research and Develop­
ment . The possible use of distance edu­
cation technology to provide tutorial ser­
vices for at-risk students addresses a 
priority of the state education depart-

poems for children in which he explores 
new directions for his poems. He has a 
probable publisher for this work. 

Additionally. he'll read narrative theo­
logy exploring how we use narrative in 
our lives, how narrative is used in art and 
the ramifications of integrating art and 
faith . He anticipates using his findings to 
recommend cu rricular changes here. As 
an adjunct professor of Antioch College 
through the summer, he will also teach 
and do writing tutorials at the Meany 
Center in Washington. DC. 

During August Leax plans "the most 
important part of my sabbatical-striped 
bass fishing and surf casting with my 
brother in Maine ." The family will follow 
that with a ramble through New England 
(Walden Pond and Melville's home), be­
fore Jack honors a September commit­
ment to teach and do poetry readings for 
a Christianity and Literature conference 
at Concordia (WI) College. He·1I also 
spend a week at the U. of Wisconsin in 
Milwaukee teaching creative writing and 
working with faculty . 

Longer term he hopes to "engage in a 
more active correspondence with other 
writer/ teachers ." Noting that his recent 
books grew out of experiences of his 

This lime, twelve people worked the full day. 
Two·hour commitmenls were the minimum. At 
day's end several truckloads of cUppings and tr~ 
had been removed. campus benches were painted. 
flowers were planted. and thousands of square feet 
of glass had been cleaned. Participants and their 
families celebrated with an evening picnic and 
games on the quad. 

men!. Columbia University and NYU are 
consulting with Drs. Massey and Registrar 
Beardsley about Houghton's proposed 
programs to advance their own com­
munity services in New York City . 

CAPHE- is a philanthropiC consortium 
of some 30 major U.S . corporations and 
foundations that contributes to indepen­
dent colleges and universities nationwide. 
Of 700 eligible institutions nationwide, 
CAPHE invited proposals from 98 this 
year. Of the 20 proposals funded, 
Houghton College was one of just two 
recipients in the eastern states, and the 
only New York college . Dr. Bence called 
the college's involvement In the Sacred 
Sites project , "a move beyond traditional 
structures and students which comple­
ments Houghton's century-long commit­
ment to providing quality learning ." He 
added, "The CAPHE grant reaffirms and 
expands our equal commitment to mak­
ing such education affordable." 

1977 sabbatical, Leax expects similar in­
spiration from this one. 

Glen Avery. interim assistant professor 
of history. is on a leave of absence to 
finish his dissertation on the business 
history of a rubber company in Akron. 
OH. When he completes it by March , 
1990, he will have earned a Ph .D. from 
Ohio State University . Aside from a 
rigorous writing schedule. Professor 
Avery plans to walk across New York 
State. ending up in Lake Placid. NY, 
where his wife's parents live . and where 
she will pick him up . Why? "Because I 
like to walk!--

Jonathan Gates. interim instructor of 
English. will begin Ph .D. studies in 18th 
century English literature at Drew Univer­
sity (NJ) in the fall . 

John Jost, two-year interim choral 
director, has accepted a pOSition as direc­
tor of choral activities at Bradley Universi­
ty in Peoria. 1L. He will be directing three 
choirs and teaching conducting . 

Spud Wentzell. associate professor of 
physical education, and head of the 
department, has accepted a position as 
professor in the department of health. 
physical education and recreation a t 
Messiah College (PA). 

PHONATHON TOPS GOAL 
"Remembering someone's help to me 

when I was a student." a message 
scrawled across a phonathon pledge card 
returned with a generous check captured 
the essence of this year's scholarship 
phonathon-"Keeping Our Promise ." 

The tallying is over and $251.580 in 
gifts. pledges and matching gifts 
($38.915) have been received . 
Phonathon coordinator Melinda Trine 
was gratified that alumni and other 
friends made the '89 effort a success con­
sidering that many had already given 
generously to Houghton's capital cam­
paign . More than 100 incoming freshmen 
will benefit. and for some of them. the aid 
will be pivotal to their attending here . 

Nearly 200 staff and volunteers made 
the phonathon possible . Calling from 
Buffalo campus, Susan McMillen "78 
completed 90 calls during one three-hour 
evening! Overall. Diane (Chase '76) Gal­
loway again led the volunteers for total 
calls made. Best class records for par­
ticipation were the ·60s - $77.247.50. 
and the ·70s- $72.825. For the third 
consecutive year the Class of '67 was Ihe 
best giving class. this year contributing 
$15.950. up some $4.000 from last year. 

Thi~ trummer 22 Houghlon students are por­
ticipotlng In mlssiolls work/rom Alaska to Kart:<! 
to China. Pictured/rom Ie/I. first row, are: Becky 
Lull - Mexico Clly; Belhony Viehmoml-Spoin; 
Dave Faerly-Nepol: and Dan Dixon- Kenya. 
Second row: DOlle Rogers-Spain: Keilh 
Davies- England and Bangladesh ; Eric 
Ra molh-Spoin; Pam Schultz-Kart:<!; and Aric 
Phinney-Alaska. Top row: Judy Foz- Mexlco: 
Diano Bandy-Bolivia and Brozil: and Lori 
Willi~-/lIOry Coosi. 
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SHE BEAT BANK FOR $260 
What began as a routine withdrawal 

from the Campus Center A TM machine 
turned into a bonanza for psychology ma­
jor Linda Geiger commencement week­
end when her receipt came out with the 
message that she was a winner in "Beat 
the Bank." 

Thinking , "this is probably a toaster," 
Linda checked at the Fillmore branch of 

Elegance is gone .. . 
(continued from page 24) 

compassion for the needy and the 
prisoners and the lost, a~d recelvmg 
from them God's Word lovingly divided . 

Four years ago a young man (who once 
for a music program balanced himself 
atop a park gazebo and played his fiddle) 
chose to seek after truth with uncommon 
professors by the waters of the Genesee ; 
from which experience our son emerged 
stronger in all good ways, for which we 
thank God. 

Realism , pessimism emerge, but .. 

Life's struggle is face­
able in Christ's grace 

William Allen, Jr.-Who's Who in American 
Colleges and Universities 

I REMEMBER entering college as a 
freshman and feeling quite confident 

about my knowledge of the "college 
scene" and all that it involved . After all, 
having lived in Houghton for 18 years as 
the son of a faculty member, I reasoned 
that there were very few things about this 
institution that I did not already know . 

That feeling of security, however, soon 
began to change as I recognized that be­
ing a student at Houghton was very dif­
ferent from being a community member. 
It gave me a new perspective on Hough­
ton which was both encouraging and sad . 
A college education, I realized, was a 
much broader experience than I had 
originally expected. 

I am honestly convinced that my four 
years at Houghton have been as much of 
a social education as an intellectual one. 
My world view has grown and been re-
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Linda Geiger 

Norstar Bank where she learned that dur­
ing May the bank was promoting use of 
its 59 A TM machines in western New 
York. So at each location one receipt had 
been marked to entitle the recipient to 
five minutes of drawing $20 bills from a 
contest account . 

On May 9 Linda again stepped up to 
the campus center machine . Norstar's 
Fillmore branch manager Bill Leilous 

shaped greatly. I believe this process has 
occurred not merely because I attended 
classes and learned from my professors , 
but also because I lived and dialogued 
with my peers. My professors taught me 
to reason , to think critically, and to 
recognize that life is not simple and ob­
vious. It should not be approached with a 
"black and white" mentality in which we 
catagorize everything and everybody into 
neat, little boxes. 

My peers taught me that friendship in­
volves more than hanging around with 
someone and being able to remember 
their name when I pass them on the side­
walk . It means genuinely caring about a 
person's interests and problems , listening 
to them, taking a chance by letting them 
know my needs, and not treating them in 
a manner which only has my self-interests 
in mind . 

I've grown up some more at college , 
for which I express my appreciation to my 
family , my professors, my peers, and 
God. I know there is much to life which I 
still need to learn, but I think I see it more 
realistically now than I did before. 

I am definitely more pessimistic. 
Everything isn't as "rosey" as it was when 
I was younger. I hate the sin and incon­
sistencies which I see in myself and in 
everyone around me . I am quite disillu­
sioned with the lukewarm Christianity 
which I often find within myself and 
which I suspect troubles many Christians 
today. I don't see anything truly stable in 
my future except for God. It appears to 
me that life is a struggle which I do not 
wish to face without Christ's grace. I 
thank Him for giving it to me . 

punched his stopwatch and Lindi' 
punched in her special number. She 
managed to cycle the machine 13 time~ 
before time ran out. Clutching $260 ir 
twenties , the delighted Litiz, PA seniol 
observed , "I'll probably put the mone~ 
toward schoo!." Norstar regional ad 
ministrator Greg Berger said the Campw 
Center machine weekly totes up tc 
2,800-2,900 transactions . 

Philosophy shifts focus to others 

Volunteer work now, 
teaching later 
Susan Schmidt-Distinguished Achievement ir 

Philosophy Award 

A question I was asked frequently, par· 
ticularly as graduation drew closer , wa~ 
why I chose to major in philosophy anc 
what I hoped to do with it. I must admi 
that [before I came to Houghton] philoso 
phy was not a field of study level 
dreamed I would be interested in, mud 
less choose as a major. 

I entered college thinking I would mao 
jor in sOciology because, like man~ 
others, I wanted to "work with people .' 
Instead, I became interested in psycholo 
gy and its study of the mind and person 
ality; and elected a major in that field . 

A required course in ethics generated 
interest in the study of philosophy, with 
thanks to an interesting professor and the 
study of both timeless and controversia 
issues. I was intrigued by a field of stud) 
which could finish a topic with so man) 
unanswered questions. 



Enrolling in further philosophy courses 
later prompted me to declare a second 
major . Some think this is a useless pur­
suit , lacking the practicality of something 
like a business or education major, but I 
think that view stems from a misconcep­
tion of what philosophy involves . 

Philosophy requires the development 
of a certain ability to organize , examine 
and defend one's thought, regardless of 
the topic. This skill is practical and ap­
plicable to any field , and is particularly 
important for Christians in promoting a 
realistic examination of personal beliefs 
with the intent of strengthening the valid 
ones and weeding out the unfounded 
ones. Such an examination of my own 
beliefs has compelled me to act on them 
through an increased confidence and 
conviction of what my beliefs are. 

By focusing on topics which implicitly 
affect each of us, and which each of us 
must face, my attention soon transcends 
my own individual existence. Examina­
tion of questions such as personal mean­
ing and belief fosters a unity with others 
which transcends occupation , location and 
social class. Instilled in me is a burden to 
help those with less opportunities . 

For now I plan to do one to two years 
of voluntary service with the Mennonite 
board of Missions. Subsequently I am 
considering entering a graduate program 
in philosophy with the intent of eventual­
ly teaching on the college level. 

Non-traditional students . .. 
(continued from page 24) 

the business field. Music remained a 
strong force in my life, though, as I con­
tinued to sing wherever possible , to study 
voice privately , and be active in the 
Genesee Valley Community Chorus. 

In 1984, our family underwent a major 
crisis when my husband, Jim, got caught 
in the "economic downturn" experienced 
by many businesses , and after 21 years of 
service , his job as a buyer at Air Pre heater 
Company was eliminated. I didn't know it 
then, but I now believe this career crisis 
for Jim caused me to consider my own 
career future in a different light. 

I'm embarassed to say that all my life 
I've lived within 25 miles of Houghton 

College , but I never really knew much 
about it. Of the four colleges I in­
vestigated in 1986, Houghton not only 
had a fine music program , it had the most 
wonderful ambassador! My first contact 
with Houghton was with Dr . Ben King , 
who made me feel not only welcome , but 
wanted , encouraging and reassuring me 
that all the obstacles I perceived to be in 
my path could be overcome . I know I 
owe my decision to attend Houghton to 
the personal attention , genuine interest 
and concern he showed me . But best of 
all , his personal interest and attention to 
detail continued throughout my associa­
tion with him - as it does with all the 
students he's involved with-making him 
not only an excellent teacher and ad­
ministrator , but a good friend. 

Academically , I wasn 't sure how I'd do 
in college , especially after a 20-year 
layoff and with a family and house to 
manage. I was inducted into Pi Kappa 
Lambda, the National Honor SOciety for 
Music , and graduated cum laude on 
May 8 , proving , I guess , that such goals 
are attainable for non-traditional students 
too . I now hope to teach vocal music in 
one of the area schools. 

Amazingly, though , I'm not totally 
"thrilled' to be graduating and leaVing . 
Reason? I loved my years at Houghton 
College . From day one , the other 
students accepted me and treated me as 
their friend, albeit · a motherly one: they 
always knew who carried Kleenex, a 
throat lozenge, or an emery board in her 
purse! I made some truly wonderful , 
hopefully lasting, friendships while at 
Houghton-with students , faculty and 
staff . (Regretfully , though , my home's 
25-mile distance from the campus limited 
my social activities and the added friend­
ships and memories such events spawn.) 
Also, the cultural stimulation at Hough­
ton was ever-present, along with the ex­
citement and pleasure of numerous per­
formance opportunities, both of which 
are sadly lacking in my "regular" rural 
Allegany County world . 

However, my association with Hough­
ton is going to continue in a closer , more 
unique way than most graduating 
seniors. Next fall, my daughter , Karen , 

will enter Houghton as a freshman music 
major . Her reason for chOOSing Hough­
ton? The pleasant , caring attitude and ge­
nuine personal interest shown by the 
faculty, staff and students she met made 
her feel welcome and "at home". I think 
I've heard that somewhere before! Thanks, 
Houghton College , for that "personal 
touch" . It really does make a difference. 

Perceptions of knowledge altered 

College: a stepping 
stone to 
lifetime 
learning 
William McLeod, Jr.­
Class president, Senate 
Leadership Award 

I HAVE CHANGED since I was a 
freshman , but then again , who hasn't? 

My perceptions of knowledge , have been 
altered the most. 

The saying I've heard for years , "Don't 
believe everything you read ," has taken 
on its true meaning. It took some history 
classes and a research methods class for 
me to understand that I should not 
always believe the printed page to be 
true . Knowledge can easily be twisted 
through interpretation. 

When I began my college education at 
Houghton, I thought that when I 
graduated I would know quite a bit. I 
have learned much at Houghton , but 
more importantly , I have discovered how 
much more there is to know and how lit­
tle I know. So another saying has become 
meaningful: "The more you learn, the 
less you know." 

Also , when I began my schooling , I 
was looking to the immediate future - my 
college years and not so much my "real" 
life . I now realize that college is not an 
end, but only a stepping stone to the lear­
ning experiences of life. The knowledge I 
have aquired is a foundation for my life 
and how J perceive it. 
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-------Graduation Reflections -------
Macebearer, graduate's 
fat her reflects 

Elegance is gone, 
essentials endure 

William T. A llen-Composer-in­

residence, senior faculty mem ber 
s::: 

'" My AUNT ALICE, a true Ed- ~ 
wardian belle, on whose E 

floors lay rich oriental rugs , on ~ 
whose walls hung floral water § 
colors executed by herself, and "& 
in whose music room sat a ~ 

Q 

gramophone, a not-to-be- 'g 
touched harp , and an upright ~ 
piano on whose rack rested the ~ 
Ballades of Chopin-my Aunt ~ 
Alice, I say, one day took televi- -
sion into her home and fell to ad- tauqua lecture lost out to the 
miring Lawrence Welk. It was morning show; and Houghton's 
the beginning of the end. grand general recital of yore 

Elegance caved in to-to (usually ending in a thrilling 
something else. Adelina Patti piano concerto) faded in favor of 
(whose voice my grandmother a smashing rendition of Fiddler 
once missed a train to hear) gave on the Roof. 
way to Sandy Patti ; Ezio Pinza's This spring, seated on Wesley 
Boris Godunou became "Some Chapel's platform with my trusty 
Enchanted Evening"; the chau- mace cradled nearby, I viewed 

Mom of entering frosh graduates 

Non-traditional students can excel 
Norma Bartlett-Phi Kappa Lambda 

S IX YEARS AGO if someone and mother with an interest in 
would have told me I'd be music , antiques and sewing. Ad­

graduating from Houghton Col- mittedly , the music interest was 
lege with a bachelor of music not small. Immediately after 
degree in 1989, I'm sure I would high school I had attended 
have laughingly said , "You 're Eastman School of Music as a 
crazy'" In 1983, I was a part-time performance major, then 
legal secretary (in a job I'd had changed career directions into 
for 8 years) and a full -time wife (continued on page 23. col. 1) 
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the ceremonies of Commence­
ment and dreamt back thirty-five 
years. The year 1953-54 shone 
with peculiar brightness, as it was 
my first year here, and all things 
were new to me. A kind of 
elegance existed then , for it 
seemed , at least to a newcomer's 
eye , that the community suf­
fered no rudeness of dissent. 
Laws of conduct and attitude 
had been , as it were , carved 
upon a monolith. One knew 
what to eschew, and what to 
embrace . One knew good man­
ners , despite occasional yahoo­
like lapses on the part of students 
or very young faculty . The world 
saw us to be fifty years lagging­
Edwardians out of our time. 

Tlien , insidious TV entered 
our gates, offering its dubious 
dainties. Soon an unpopular war 
and student unrest unsettled us. 
The times became inelegant. 
And , despite our growing sen­
sitivity to social injustice , we 
found ourselves by a new af­
fluence inordinately tempted to 
spend money for that which is 
not bread. Say , dear reader , 
have we left our First Love? 

Nay , say I, and may it never 
be! Imperfect saints and sages 
continue in humble prayer 
before the Creator and Sustainer 
of all things. Youthful adherents 
of the Way still find instruction 
with those whose strength is not 
their own, learning from them 

(continued on page 22, col. 1) 
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